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VARIANCE JUSTIFICATION 

232 E. Jacob Street 

The proposed variance, which will permit the applicant to exceed the maximum allowed 

building height requirement under Table 5.2.2, will not adversely affect the public health, safety, 

or welfare. The applicant proposes to develop an affordable multi-family residential community 

on the subject property. The subject property is in the Traditional Neighborhood Form District 

but is adjacent to the Downtown Form District, which is characterized by buildings that are 

generally the greatest in volume and height.  

The variance will not alter the essential character of the general vicinity. The subject 

property was formerly the site of an historic synagogue that was damaged by fire.  The previous 

building stood three stories high and was located adjacent to the street.  The subject property is 

directly across from a 5-story parking garage, as well. Several surrounding structures also exceed 

the subject development in height. The proposed variance will maintain the essential character of 

the general vicinity.  

The variance will not cause a hazard or nuisance to the public as the subject property is 

surrounded by commercial uses that will not be impacted by the proposed variance.  

The variance arises from special circumstances that do not generally apply to land in the 

vicinity of the project. The variance is in keeping with the design intent of the Downtown Form 

District of the adjacent lots and provides a transition between the Traditional Neighborhood 

Form and Downtown Form Districts.  

The strict application of the regulations would create an unnecessary hardship due to the 

layout of the property and its surroundings. The strict application of the provisions of the 

regulation would decrease the amount of available affordable units and would force the applicant 

to redesign the building and reconfigure the entire development. 

The circumstances are not the result of actions taken by the applicant subsequent to the 

adoption of the zoning ordinance as the applicant has not yet developed or taken any action with 

respect to the property.  

 

 


