
Be SMART is a program developed 
by Everytown for Gun Safe ty 
Support Fund to  bring toge the r 
pa rents and  a ll adults concerned  
about kids, guns and  sa fe ty.

BeSMARTforkids.org
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We lcom e !

Me t ro  Cou n cil Com m u n it y Affa ir s  Com m it t e e
Nove m be r  2, 2022 
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https://youtu.be/cdmIZjFVPN0


We all want kids to grow up 
happy and  hea lthy.

We each  have  the  righ t to  
m ake  re sponsib le  decisions 
about how to p rotect our 
hom es, fam ilie s, and  
com m unitie s—includ ing 
whe the r or not to  have  a  gun  
in  our hom e .   

If we  can  preven t even  one  
ch ild  gun  dea th  or in ju ry, it’s  
our re sponsib ility to  do so.
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Be  SMART is  a  p rogra m  t o  
b r in g t oge t h e r  a ll a d u lt s  
con ce rn e d  a b ou t  k id s , gu n s , 
a n d  sa fe t y.
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Fire a rm s a r e  t h e  LEADING 
CAUSE o f d e a t h  fo r  CHILDREN 
in  t h e  US.
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In  in cid e n t s  o f gu n fir e  on  sch oo l grou n d s , 
u p  t o  76% of sh oo t e r s  u n d e r  t h e  a ge  o f 18 
ob t a in e d  t h e  gu n (s) t h e y u se d  from  t h e ir  
h om e  o r  t h e  h om e  o f r e la t ive s  o r  fr ie n d s . 
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An  Am e r ica n  Prob le m
Local 4 News Detroit 6 Action News Philadelphia

Newsweek ABC, Inc., KTRK-TV Houston

Sheriff: Oxford High School shooter used 9 mm 
pistol recently purchased by father
Teen accused of shooting, killing 3 students, 
injuring 8 other people
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Loaded Gun Brought to Elementary 
School by 7-Year-Old Days After Uvalde: 
An investigation is underway at a Columbia, South Carolina, 
elementary school after a loaded handgun was found in the 
backpack of a 7-year-old student.

Two teenage boys are in the hospital after 
being shot in what investigators believe to 
be a murder-suicide attempt in the Spring 
area.

Officials: 3-year-old shot after being 
left alone in car with gun in Caln 
Township



Since 2015 there were at least 65 unintentional shootings by children, resulting in 

23 deaths and 43 injuries in Kentucky.



Se cu re Mod e l Ask Re cogn ize Te ll
All guns in your 
hom e  and  vehicle

Responsib le
behavior

Unsecured  guns 
in  othe r hom es

The  role  of guns 
in  su icide

Your pee rs to  
Be  SMART
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Se cu re  gu n s  in  
h om e s  a n d  ve h icle s  
● 13 million households with children contain at least one 

gun

● One study found tha t the  m ajority of ch ildren  in  gun-
owning households knew where  the  gun  was stored  

● Store  guns locked  up  and  inaccessib le  to  kids

● Hiding a  gun  is  not “securing” a  gun
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Fu ll-Size  Gu n  Sa fe
Storage of multiple guns in one place. 
Biom etric look m ore  secure  than  key 
or passcode .
$200-$2,000

Lock  Box/ Locke r
Sm alle r and  ligh te r than  safe . 
Biom e tric lock m ore  secure  than  key 
or passcode .
$25-$350

Con so le / Ve h icle  Gu n  Sa fe
For storage  in  a  veh icle . Biom e tric lock 
m ore  secure  than  key or passcode .
$50-$350

Prevents access by ch ild ren
Prevents access by unauthorized  use rs
Prevents the ft (if secured  to  a  structure  in  hom e)
Enables fast access

Preven ts access by ch ild ren
Prevents access by unauthorized  use rs
Provides secure  veh icle  storage
Enables fast access

Preven ts access by ch ild ren
Prevents access by unauthorized  use rs
Preven ts the ft (if secured  to  a  structure  in  ca r)
Provides secure  veh icle  storage  
Enables fast access
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Gu n  Ca se
For home or in -transit s torage  of 
one  firearm . Uses exte rna l lock 
$10-$150

Tr igge r  Lock
Locks trigge r of single  weapon . Neve r use  
with  loaded  gun . May be  d ism antled  with  
m in im al tools and  skills , so  not as e ffective  
with  olde r ch ild ren  and  teens.
$10-$75

Ca b le  Lock
Cable  runs th rough  action  of single  weapon  
to  p reven t firing. Am m unition  m ust be  
rem oved  for lock use . May be  d ism antled  
with  m in im al tools and  skills , so  not as 
e ffective  with  olde r ch ild ren  and  teens.
$0 -$50

Prevents access by ch ild ren
Prevents access by unauthorized  use rs 
Enables fast access

Prevents use  by sm all ch ild ren
Enables fast access

Prevents use  by sm all ch ild ren
Enables fast access
*Often  provided  free  with  firea rm  purchase .
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Mod e l Re sp on sib le  
Be h a vio r
● It is always an adult’s responsibility to prevent 

unauthorized  access to  guns, not a  curious ch ild’s 
re sponsib ility to  avoid  guns

● Make  it a  pa rt of the  norm al sa fe ty conversa tion  you  
have  with  your ch ildren

● Keep the  language  sim ple ; for exam ple : “If you  see  a  
gun , don’t touch  it. Te ll an  adult righ t away.”
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Ask  Ab ou t  Un se cu re d  
Gu n s  in  Ot h e r  Hom e s
● Make it a part of your general safety 

conversa tion  you  have  when sending your ch ild  
to  any hom e

● Try em ail or text

● 4.6 m illion  U.S. ch ildren  live  in  a  household  with  
a t least one  loaded , un locked  gun

A
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Be  SMART Ca m p a ign
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Re cogin ize  t h e  Ro le  
o f Gu n s  in  Su icid e
● Most people who attempt suicide do not die –unless 

they use  a  gun

● 90% of su icide  a ttem pts with  a  gun  resu lt in  dea th–a  
m uch h igher fa ta lity ra te  than  any othe r m eans of 
se lf ha rm

● This contribu tes to  the  fact tha t 41 pe rcent of ch ild  
su icides involve  a  gun
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A su rve y o f High  Sch oo l s t u d e n t s  fou n d  
t h a t  20% h a d  se r iou s ly con s id e re d  
a t t e m p t in g su icid e  w it h in  t h e  la s t  ye a r .

An d  on e  s t u d y sh ow e d  t h a t  41% of 
a d o le sce n t s  in  gu n -ow n in g h ou se h o ld s  
r e p or t  h a vin g “e a sy-a cce ss” t o  t h e  gu n s  in  
t h e ir  h om e .
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Re sou rce s  Con t a ct  In fo  

Na t ion a l Su icid e  Pre ve n t ion  Lin e
1 (800) 273-8255
(24 h ou rs/da y)

988 Su icid e  & Cr is is  Life lin e
ca n  be  re a ch e d  by ca llin g or  t e xt in g 
988, or  ch a t t in g on
h t tp :/ /988life lin e .org

Tre vor  Pro je ct
The LGBTQIA+ Youth Suicide 
Prevention Line

Tre vorLife lin e
1 (866) 488-7386

Te xt  “Hom e ” to  741-741
From  a n ywh e re  in  th e  Un it e d  Sta t e s , 
a n yt im e , a bou t  a n y type  of cr is is

https://t.co/rRqUSHvtQd


Te ll Eve ryon e  You  
Kn ow  t o  Be  SMART
● Your voice, and all voices are critical. How will you 

com m it to  Be  SMART today? 

● Conside r a t least THREE people  tha t you  want to  
sha re  the  Be  SMART m essage  with  righ t now

● Share  Be  SMART with in  your com m unity

● Text SMART to 64433 to  lea rn  m ore  
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St a t e  Be SMART Le a d
Rh e a  Vid rin e  
rh e a v06@ya h oo.com
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Con t a ct  In fo



Th a n k  You !
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Sp e a ke r ’s  En d n o t e s
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