To Whom It May Concern,

RE: Justification for Locating a Residential AODE Program Within the Community Most
Impacted by Substance Use Disorders

The placement of a Residential Alcohol and Other Drug Education (AODE) treatment program
within the heart of a community heavily impacted by substance use is not only appropriate, but
essential to effective recovery, community restoration, and public health improvement.
Communities experiencing high rates of addiction, overdose, homelessness, unemployment,
trauma, and mental health challenges require direct and immediate access to comprehensive
treatment services. Locating residential treatment services in these areas removes barriers to care
and increases the likelihood that individuals will seek and remain engaged in treatment.

Many individuals suffering from substance use disorders face significant transportation
limitations, financial hardship, unstable housing, and limited family support. When treatment
facilities are located far from the communities where addiction is most prevalent, individuals are
less likely to access services consistently. Establishing a residential AODE program in the center
of the affected community allows treatment providers to meet individuals where they are
physically, emotionally, and socially. This proximity creates a stronger connection between the
treatment program and the population it serves.

Additionally, recovery is strengthened when treatment occurs within the environment where
individuals must ultimately learn to maintain sobriety. A community-based residential program
provides opportunities for clients to develop healthy coping mechanisms, relapse prevention
strategies, vocational skills, and community reintegration supports while still connected to real-
life surroundings and resources. Programs located in impacted neighborhoods can more
effectively collaborate with hospitals, probation and parole offices, social service agencies,
housing providers, workforce development programs, and peer support networks.

The presence of a professionally operated residential AODE facility also contributes positively to
neighborhood stabilization. Rather than increasing crime or disorder, properly licensed and
regulated treatment programs help reduce overdose deaths, decrease emergency room utilization,
lower incarceration rates, and improve public safety by providing individuals with structured
treatment, accountability, and support. These programs create pathways to recovery that benefit
not only the individual, but also families, businesses, schools, and the community as a whole.

Substance use disorder is a public health crisis that requires visible, accessible, and
compassionate treatment solutions. Locating a residential AODE program within the
communities most affected by addiction demonstrates a commitment to equity, accessibility, and
meaningful recovery outcomes. Treatment should not be hidden away from the communities that
need it most; it should be integrated into the very areas where healing, restoration, and
transformation are urgently needed.

For these reasons, the establishment of a residential AODE treatment program within the heart of
an impacted community is both justified and necessary.
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