
Trinidad Jackson, MS, MPH

Doctor of Philosophy Candidate

Senior Researcher

University of Louisville

July 15, 2020 Presentation to Louisville Metro Council-Community 
Affairs, Health, and Education Committee



 Define violence and racism

 Brief historical and contemporary context of violence and racism

 Review local data (and community-based participatory research)

 Review evidence of local impact of racism

 Identify other jurisdictions’ declarations of racism as a public health crisis



Galtung, J. (1969). Violence, peace, and peace research. Journal of Peace Research, 6(3), 167-191. doi:10.1177/002234336900600301



 Institutionalized: differential access 
to resources, services, and 
opportunities; seems normal and 
legal

 Interpersonal: differential 
assumptions and actions towards 
others; prejudice and discrimination

 Internalized: acceptance of negative 
messages about their own (and 
collective) abilities and worth; 
helpless and hopeless

Jones, C. P. (2000). Levels of racism: a theoretic framework and a gardener's tale. American journal of public health, 90(8), 1212. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1446334/pdf/10936998.pdf

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1446334/pdf/10936998.pdf
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WHAT’S POLICY GOT TO DO WITH IT?

http://www.guerrillafunk.com/thoughts/doc_yr_2015a_the_racist_history_of_us_policing.html





BLACK 

Carolyn Bryant Donham. Gene Herrick/Associated Press

Emmett Till. Associated Press

Mamie Elizabeth Till-Mobley. Chicago-Sun Times, via Associated Press
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WHAT’S THE MEANING OF THIS CONTEXT? 





FROM FERGUSON TO 
LOUISVILLE
 Interviews

 Captured images related to dichotomies of safety, justice, and hope. 

 Image narrative shaped by the following questions:

 What do you SEE here? 

 What’s really HAPPENING here?

 How does this relate to OUR lives?

 WHY does this situation EXIST?

 What can we DO about it?





RESPONSE QUESTIONS

 When you think about what happened in Ferguson, how do you relate 
that to your experience here in Louisville?

 What are the similarities you see between the two cities?

 What kinds of differences do you see and hear between how things 
are in Ferguson and how they are here?

 How do these things that you’ve talked about affect you and your 
family?

 In your mind, can anything be done to make things better here? 



Jackson, T., Ingram, M., Wendel, M., Williams, A., & Ali, N. Turning murder on its head using CBPR: The killing of a black youth in one U.S. city mobilizes community power in another. 145th American Public Health 

Association Annual Meeting and Exposition, Atlanta, GA, November 6, 2017. https://apha.confex.com/apha/2017/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/381297

https://apha.confex.com/apha/2017/meetingapp.cgi/Paper/381297
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Tell us about this picture.

Does this picture speak to anyone else’s experience?

Why does this [situation, problem, strength] exist?

How can we become empowered by our understanding of this?

What can we do?



1. Systemic inequalities are apparent and oppressive in 
West Louisville

2. The city doesn’t care about West Louisville—or Black 
lives

3. Black lives and Black history matter

4. The need for collective community action

Wendel, M. L., Jackson, T., Ingram, C. M., Golden, T., Castle, B. F., Ali, N. M., & Combs, R. (2019). Yet we live, strive, and succeed: Using photovoice to understand community members’ 

experiences of justice, safety, hope, and racial equity. Collaborations: A Journal of Community-based Research and Practice, 2(1): 9, 1-16. 

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/


 Memorialization of Thomas Jefferson

 Presenting colonialism as positive while omitting the genocide and slavery attached to it

 Inequalities in the school system

 Zero Tolerance policies

 School to prison pipeline

 Criminal justice system

 Teaches, reinforces, and benefits from criminal(ized) behavior among Black male youth

Wendel, M. L., Jackson, T., Ingram, C. M., Golden, T., Castle, B. F., Ali, N. M., & Combs, R. (2019). Yet we live, strive, and succeed: Using photovoice to understand community members’ 

experiences of justice, safety, hope, and racial equity. Collaborations: A Journal of Community-based Research and Practice, 2(1): 9, 1-16. 

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/


INJUSTICE/RACISM



 The look of the west end vs. the east end

 Plenty of neglected properties

 Trash in streets

 Lack of resources to west Louisville

 Media portrayal is one-sided and inaccurate

Wendel, M. L., Jackson, T., Ingram, C. M., Golden, T., Castle, B. F., Ali, N. M., & Combs, R. (2019). Yet we live, strive, and succeed: Using photovoice to understand community members’ 

experiences of justice, safety, hope, and racial equity. Collaborations: A Journal of Community-based Research and Practice, 2(1): 9, 1-16. 

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/


 Need for promotion of positive self image

 Emphasis on promoting positive cultural/ethnic identity

 Inspiration comes from knowledge of history

 Knowing [accurate] history is empowering

 Seeing others who look like you do great things is motivational 

Wendel, M. L., Jackson, T., Ingram, C. M., Golden, T., Castle, B. F., Ali, N. M., & Combs, R. (2019). Yet we live, strive, and succeed: Using photovoice to understand community members’ 

experiences of justice, safety, hope, and racial equity. Collaborations: A Journal of Community-based Research and Practice, 2(1): 9, 1-16. 

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/


 Take ownership

 “We have to do something ourselves to make it better”

 Don’t wait for others [outside of community] to make changes

 Adopt a “my brother’s keeper” mentality

 Meet the needs of our youth 

 To be able to do these things, we need:

 To know accurate history

 Know and value our identity

 Promote, engage, and celebrate the good of the community

Wendel, M. L., Jackson, T., Ingram, C. M., Golden, T., Castle, B. F., Ali, N. M., & Combs, R. (2019). Yet we live, strive, and succeed: Using photovoice to understand community members’ 

experiences of justice, safety, hope, and racial equity. Collaborations: A Journal of Community-based Research and Practice, 2(1): 9, 1-16. 

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/

https://collaborations.miami.edu/articles/10.33596/coll.23/


CONTEXTUAL UTILIZATION

Exhibit lectures

Methods lectures

Data triangulation

My Dream for Lou: Policy Summit 2016

YVPRC



Identify urgent priorities
Education

Economics

Promoting positive self-
identity

Form teams to work on 
priority areas



 Community conversations: youth and police

 OSHN: Implementation meetings

 Louisville Metro Police Department

 University of Louisville Hospital

 Jefferson County Public Schools

 Louisville Metro Housing Authority



WHAT KEEPS HUMANS 
STUCK?



No Radars

Faulty Radars

Ignored Radars

Why can’t we see 
under water?

BOAT STUCK  PEOPLE DROWN

Navigating 
Ecology

CAPITALISM

POWER

RACISM

COLONIALISM

SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE

FIGHTING

ANGER

DEPRESSION



HUMAN 
RIGHTS

PEACE

PREVENTION

JUSTICE

White Supremacy

COLONIALISM CAPITALISM

GENOCIDE ORIENTALISM WAR SLAVERY



RECLAIMING 
POWER

MOVEMENT  FLOURISH

Navigating 
Ecology

SPD

POWER

HEALING

REID

JUSTICE

PREVENTION

PEACE

Human Rights



MOVEMENT FOR LIVES!















Schoolwerth AC, Engelgau MM, Hostetter TH, Rufo KH, Chianchiano D, McClellan WM, et al. Chronic kidney disease: a public health problem that needs a public health action plan. Prev Chronic Dis [serial 

online] 2006. Available from: URL: http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2006/apr/05_0105.htm.

 The health condition must place a large burden on society, a burden that is getting 
larger despite existing control efforts

 The burden must be distributed unfairly (i.e., certain segments of the population 
are unequally affected)

 There must be evidence that upstream preventive strategies could substantially 
reduce the burden of the condition

 Such preventive strategies are not in place.

http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2006/apr/05_0105.htm


RACISM

 California

 Colorado

 Connecticut

 Illinois

 Indiana

 Massachusetts

 Maryland

 Michigan

 Minnesota

 Missouri

 North Carolina

 Ohio

 Pennsylvania

 Tennessee

 Texas

 Washington

 Wisconsin

https://www.apha.org/topics-and-issues/health-equity/racism-and-health/racism-declarations



Source: https://communichi.org/racial-equity-diversity-awareness/

https://communichi.org/racial-equity-diversity-awareness/

