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Cynthia:

It's been a long time but I hope all is well and you are staying safe! 

I have attached a letter in support of the landmark designation of Liberty Hall for submission
prior to the upcoming public hearing. Could you please let me know that you have received
this email and attachment? 

If you have any issues opening the attachment, please let me know. 

Best,

---
Seth J. Singleton, Esq.
(502) 612–8745
sethjsingleton@gmail.com
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Seth	J.	Singleton,	Esq.	
7839	Wolf	Pen	Branch	Road	
Louisville,	Kentucky	40059	
	
November	18,	2020	
	
Ms.	Cynthia	Johnson	Elmore	
Case	Manager/Historic	Preservation	Officer	
Planning	&	Design	Services	
Department	of	Develop	Louisville	
444	South	Fifth	Street,	Suite	300	
Louisville,	Kentucky	40202	
	
Re:	 Letter	in	Support	of	the	Individual	Landmark	Petition	for	Liberty	Hall	(Odd	
	 Fellows	Building)	
	 Case	No.:	20–LANDMARK–0001	
	
Dear	Ms.	Elmore:	
	
	 Please	accept	 this	 letter	as	my	support	of	 the	 Individual	Landmark	Petition	
pertaining	to	Liberty	Hall	(Old	Fellows	Building)	located	at	211-215	W.	Muhammad	
Ali	 Blvd.	 (formerly	 211-215	 W.	 Walnut	 St.)	 in	 advance	 of	 the	 upcoming	 public	
hearing	regarding	the	same.	
	
	 While	 the	 future—in	 other	 words,	 the	 demolition—of	 Liberty	 Hall	 is	 not	
directly	 at	 issue	 before	 the	 Commission,	 only	 a	 fool	 would	 fail	 to	 realize	 the	
implications	 of	 a	 failure	 to	 designate	 Liberty	 Hall	 as	 a	 historic	 landmark.	
Nevertheless,	 Liberty	 Hall	 meets	 the	 required	 criteria	 to	 receive	 a	 landmark	
designation.		
	
	 Liberty	 Hall	 should	 receive	 landmark	 designation	 due	 to	 its	 tremendous	
historic	 value,	made	more	 important	 by	 the	 amount	 of	 Louisville’s	 historic	 fabric	
that	has	already	been	lost.	Based	on	the	Designation	Report,	Liberty	Hall	meets	the	
criteria	 for	 such	 designation.	 Liberty	 Hall	 is	 significant	 in	 history,	 design,	 and	
association.	
	
	 Liberty	Hall	has	stood	for	roughly	123	years	and	has	had	no	apparent	issues	
aside	 from	being	recently	deemed	 in	 the	path	of	progress,	namely	 in	 the	path	of	a	
privately-held,	 international	 corporation	 headquartered	 outside	 of	 Kentucky.	 One	
can	only	imagine	what	it	must	take	for	someone	to	reach	the	point	where	they	claim	
that	our	history	is	in	the	way	of	our	future,	and	where	a	municipality	blindly	agrees.		
	
	 Of	course,	growth	is	necessary,	but	there	are	certainly	ways	to	do	so	without	
destroying	that	which	we	have	worked	so	hard	to	create.	From	my	experience	and	
understanding,	our	culture	must	embrace	our	past,	and	only	then	can	we	expect	to	
grow	 and	 flourish	 in	 a	 forward-moving	 and	 forward-thinking	 world.	 Most	 are	 so	
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focused	on	satisfying	their	own	short-term	goals	that	they	are	recklessly	unaware	of	
how	it	will	affect	our	future.		
	
	 One	need	only	 look	 around	Louisville	 to	 see	other	 illustrations	of	 how	 this	
city	 has	 neglected	 our	 history	 for	 the	 sake	 of	 short-term	 satisfaction.	 Today,	 a	
building	can	be	constructed	with	little	effort	and	nearly	no	imagination	in	a	minimal	
amount	of	time.	On	the	other	hand,	the	historic	building	that	it	will	replace	can	only	
be	remembered	and	never	again	can	its	former	grandeur	survive.	Decisions	can	be	
made	by	the	snap	of	a	finger,	but	regret	and	remorse	can	last	lifetimes.		
	
	 Louisville,	particularly	its	central	business	district,	is	unique	and	possesses	a	
rich	 history.	 With	 that,	 comes	 the	 responsibility	 of	 maintaining	 such	 history	 and	
keeping	 it	 alive	 and	 fresh	 for	 years	 beyond	 us.	 We	 must	 preserve	 rather	 than	
destroy	so	that	our	future	generations	have	the	pleasure	of	enjoying	this	wonderful	
community.	
	
	 Again,	while	the	demolition	of	Liberty	Hall	is	not	directly	at	issue	before	the	
Commission,	 because	 it	 clearly	meets	 the	 required	 criteria	 to	 receive	 a	 landmark	
designation,	 any	 decision	 to	 the	 contrary	would	 directly	 result	 in	 the	 loss	 of	 this	
piece	of	architectural	history.	


	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
Seth	J.	Singleton,	Esq.	






