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Development Review Committee 
Staff Report 
June 15, 2016 

 
 

 
 
 

REQUEST 

 Waiver from Section 8.2.1.D.4.b  to allow an LED sign to not be integrated into 
another attached sign and for 100% of the screen to be changing image. 
 
 
 

CASE SUMMARY/BACKGROUND/SITE CONTEXT 

The subject site is located in central Louisville and abuts I-65 on the west, Preston Hwy on the east side of the 
property and an active rail line to the north. The site is currently mixed commercial and has been previously 
approved for a 124 room, 4 story, extended stay hotel. All signage, other than the LED sign in question, is in 
conformance with Chapter 8 of the Land Development Code. The LED sign will face I-65 and will not be visible 
from Preston Highway. 
 

 
LAND USE/ZONING DISTRICT/FORM DISTRICT TABLE 

 

  Land Use Zoning Form District 

Subject Property     

Existing Commercial retail C-1 SMC 

Proposed Commercial hotel C-1 SMC 

Surrounding Properties    

North Commercial retail, multi-family & single family 
residential, Railway 

C-1& R-3  SMC & N 

South Commercial retail & multi-family C-1 SMC 

East Commercial retail & single family residential   C-1 & R-3 SMC & N 

West I-65 & Institutional ROW, R-5 NA, C 

 
Case No:   16WAIVER1013 
Project Name:  3300 Preston Hwy Sign Waiver 
Location: 3300 Preston Hwy  
Owner:   CNL, Louisville Preston LLC 
Applicant:  Tommy Reed, Atlantic Sign Company 
Representative:  Tommy Reed, Atlantic Sign Company.  
Project Area/Size:  1.87 acres 
Jurisdiction:  Louisville Metro 
Council District: 21 – Dan Johnson 

Case Manager:  Laura Mattingly, Planner I 
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PREVIOUS CASES ON SITE 

15VARIANCE1009 & 2-7-15 – Variance and waivers associated with Category 2b plan for proposed hotel. 
 
B-88-87 – A variance allowing the height of an existing billboard to be 63.5 feet which exceeds the maximum 

height of 35 feet by 28.5.  Approved September 8, 1987 
 
B-89-87 –A variance allowing the height of a billboard located on 3318 Preston Highway (previously 3322 and 

3324 Preston Highway) to exceed the maximum height of 35 feet.  Approved  
 
 

 

INTERESTED PARTY COMMENTS 

Staff has not received any inquiries or interested party comments to date. 
 
 
 

APPLICABLE PLANS AND POLICIES 

Cornerstone 2020 
Land Development Code 

 
 
 

STANDARD OF REVIEW AND STAFF ANALYSIS FOR WAIVER of section 
8.2.1.D.6, to allow a freestanding changing image sign to be closer than 300 

feet of a residentially zoned district. 
 
(a) The waiver will not adversely affect adjacent property owners; and 

 
STAFF: The waiver will not adversely affect adjacent property owners as the proposed sign will face I-
65 and will not be visible from Preston Hwy or from adjacent properties. 

 
(b) The waiver will not violate specific guidelines of Cornerstone 2020. 
  

STAFF: Guideline 3, policy 28 calls for signs that are compatible with the form district pattern and 
contribute to the visual quality of their surroundings. The waiver will not violate the comprehensive plan 
as the proposed LED sign is typical of signage seen from I-65 and will not affect the character of the 
area around Preston Highway, as it will only be visible from the expressway. 

 
(c) The extent of the waiver of the regulation is the minimum necessary to afford relief to the applicant. 

 
STAFF: The extent of the waiver of the regulation is the minimum necessary to afford relief to the 
applicant as all other proposed signs are in conformance with the Land Development Code.  
 

 
(d) Either: 

(i)  The applicant has incorporated other design measures that exceed the minimums of the district and 
compensate for non-compliance with the requirements to be waived (net beneficial effect); OR 
(ii)  The strict application of the provisions of the regulation would deprive the applicant of the 
reasonable use of the land or would create an unnecessary hardship on the applicant. 
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STAFF: The strict application of the provisions of the regulation would deprive the applicant of the 
reasonable use of the land or would create an unnecessary hardship on the applicant as it would not 
allow the owner to advertise the changing rates and amenities to potential customers. 

 
TECHNICAL REVIEW 

N/A 
 

STAFF CONCLUSIONS 
 

The standard of review has been met for the sign waiver. Based upon the information in the staff report, the 
testimony and evidence provided at the public meeting, the Development Review Committee must determine if 
the proposal meets the standards established in the LDC for approving the requested landscape waiver. 
 

REQUIRED ACTION 

 

 APPROVE or DENY the waiver to an LED sign to not be integrated into another attached sign and for 
100% of the screen to be changing image. 
 

 
NOTIFICATION 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Zoning Map 
2. Aerial Photograph 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Date  Purpose of Notice  Recipients 

 6/2/16  Hearing before DRC  1st tier adjoining property owners 
 Registered neighborhood groups 
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1. Zoning Map 
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2. Aerial Photograph 
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