


































 

 
 
September 18, 2019 
 
Michael King 
Planning & Design 
444 S. 5th St. 
Louisville, KY 40202 
 
Members of the Louisville Planning Commission: 
 
Greater Louisville Inc., The Metro Chamber of Commerce, (GLI) writes to comment on the South 
Floyds Fork Area Plan (“Plan”) draft.  
 
GLI is an economic development organization and chamber of commerce, representing more 
than 1,700 businesses in 15 counties in Kentucky and Indiana. We are the largest business 
organization in the region. GLI’s mission is to accelerate economic growth in Greater Louisville 
by attracting businesses, developing our workforce, and promoting a strong business 
environment. GLI works closely with our investors in the commercial and residential development 
industry on issues of concern at the state and local levels. 
 
The South Floyds Fork Area is one of the last remaining large areas of Louisville Metro available 
for major housing and economic development projects. Because of this, it is important that the 
Plan serve to foster growth and not limit it. Many of our members have emphasized the importance 
of ensuring that Louisville does not miss out on a truly unique opportunity for economic growth. A 
one-size-fits-all approach would be detrimental to all parties interested in the future of the area. A 
strategic combination of flexibility and incentives, on the other hand, would help balance 
preservation with economic development. 
 
GLI would also like to comment on the Parklands of Floyds Fork, as it relates to the Plan. 
 
We are currently working on a talent attraction initiative aimed at bringing the best and brightest 
to our region. The LiveInLou campaign is already underway, and one of the major selling points 
for our area is the parks system, including the new Parklands. Connectivity to the Parklands will 
be critical to the success of the LiveInLou campaign since this park system is one of the crown 
jewels of our community. Sense of place and connectivity to major open spaces is what the young 
and talented want in choosing where to live, work, and create a business. To that end, housing 
options in the area should fully embrace the Parklands and allow for easy access to the park 
similar to the current Cherokee and Seneca parks. With our community growing, there is a need 
for more housing that connects residents to open spaces. 
 
We appreciate this opportunity to comment on the draft Plan and look forward to continuing to 
engage with stakeholders on this important issue.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Kent Oyler 
GLI President & CEO 



 
Monday, September 16th, 2019 
 
Metro Planning Commission Members, 
 
The South Floyds Fork Vision (SFFV) area plan is urgently needed to guide the future of the most rapidly 
developing portion of Jefferson County.  In fact, the Planning Commission has approved over 1,300 units/lots 
since work on this study began two years ago.  
 
I support the current proposal; however, 4 modifications are still needed to help fulfill the Plan’s Vision 
Statement. Please consider adjusting the following Recommendations, as noted by strikethrough and italics: 
 

4.B. Wherever possible Roadways should be buffered from tree clearing. Rather than prohibit logging 
practices entirely in the area, this recommendation would maintain a buffer of trees and vegetation 
between public roadways and logging operations. This would reduce the visual impact of tree clearing 
on roadways and other scenic areas.  
5. A. Consider Establishing “common sense” buffer standards between when a 50-foot 
natural/vegetative buffer in new development is proposed adjacent to permanently protected land. 
active agricultural uses.  Property owners should work together to develop adequate buffers in these 
cases. 
21.A. Maintaining and protecting a minimum of 50% tree canopy within the planning area. protects 
the numerous benefits that trees provide. 
27.A. Encourage Require dark-sky-compliant lighting on all new public and private development 
throughout the area.  
 

The South Floyds Fork Vision Plan will have a significant impact on the study area. It is essential that the plan 
allows sustainable growth that protects Floyds Fork and the surrounding area for future generations.  
 
As stated in the SFFV Background, the study area is “one of the more significant natural and rural parts of the 
county remaining.”  To help protect these features, I respectfully request that you include the recommended 
revisions in the proposed plan, which is also supported by a majority of the SFFV Advisory Group. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve & Christi Leonard 
3901 Yellow Brick Road 
Fisherville,  KY  40023 
502-744-6884 



September 17, 2019 
 
Metro Planning Commission Members, 
 
We would like to express our appreciation to Councilman Benson and Metro Government for supporting the 
development of the South Floyds Fork Vision (SFFV) area plan.  This plan is urgently needed to guide the future 
of the most rapidly developing portion of Jefferson County, as Metro Planning Commission has approved 
development of more than 1,300 new lots in the South Floyds Fork area since this study began two years ago.  
 
The plan’s Vision Statement says that the Floyds Fork watershed is a natural treasure and its preservation is 
paramount.  The creek is the centerpiece of the entire study area and the renowned Parklands. We support 
the current proposal, which provides a good foundation for guiding future development; however, a few 
modifications still are needed to help fulfill the Vision.  We ask that you seriously consider adjusting the 
following Recommendations, as noted by strikethrough and italics: 
 

4.B. Wherever possible Roadways should be buffered from tree clearing. Rather than prohibit logging 

practices entirely in the area, this recommendation would maintain a buffer of trees and vegetation 

between public roadways and logging operations. This would reduce the visual impact of tree clearing on 

roadways and other scenic areas.  

5.A. Consider Establishing “common sense” buffer standards between when a 50-foot natural/vegetative 

buffer in new development is proposed adjacent to permanently protected land. active agricultural uses.  

Property owners should work together to develop adequate buffers in these cases. 

21.A. Maintaining and protecting a minimum of 50% tree canopy within the planning area. protects the 

numerous benefits that trees provide. 

27.A. Encourage Require dark-sky-compliant lighting on all new public and private development 

throughout the area.  

 
The South Floyds Fork Vision Plan will have a significant impact on the study area.  This plan will serve as the 
guiding document for the area’s growth, development and investment over the next 20 years.  It is essential 
that the plan allows sustainable growth that protects Floyds Fork and the surrounding area for future 
generations.  
 
As stated in the SFFV Background, the study area is “one of the more significant natural and rural parts of the 
county remaining.”  To help protect these features, we as a majority of the Advisory Group respectfully 
request that you include our revisions to the proposed plan.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
SFF Vision Advisory Group Members: 
Senator Julie Adams 
Frances Aprile 
Mike Farmer 
Anita Johnson 
Teena Halbig 
Harrell Hurst 
David Kaelin 
Kurt Mason 
Sheila Mead 



 
(date) 
 
Metro Planning Commission Members, 
 
The South Floyds Fork Vision (SFFV) area plan is urgently needed to guide the future of the most rapidly 
developing portion of Jefferson County.  In fact, the Planning Commission has approved over 1,300 units/lots 
since work on this study began two years ago.  
 
I support the current proposal; however, 4 modifications are still needed to help fulfill the Plan’s Vision 
Statement. Please consider adjusting the following Recommendations, as noted by strikethrough and italics: 
 

4.B. Wherever possible Roadways should be buffered from tree clearing. Rather than prohibit logging 
practices entirely in the area, this recommendation would maintain a buffer of trees and vegetation 
between public roadways and logging operations. This would reduce the visual impact of tree clearing 
on roadways and other scenic areas.  
5. A. Consider Establishing “common sense” buffer standards between when a 50-foot 
natural/vegetative buffer in new development is proposed adjacent to permanently protected land. 
active agricultural uses.  Property owners should work together to develop adequate buffers in these 
cases. 
21.A. Maintaining and protecting a minimum of 50% tree canopy within the planning area. protects 
the numerous benefits that trees provide. 
27.A. Encourage Require dark-sky-compliant lighting on all new public and private development 
throughout the area.  
 

The South Floyds Fork Vision Plan will have a significant impact on the study area. It is essential that the plan 
allows sustainable growth that protects Floyds Fork and the surrounding area for future generations.  
 
As stated in the SFFV Background, the study area is “one of the more significant natural and rural parts of the 
county remaining.”  To help protect these features, I respectfully request that you include the recommended 
revisions in the proposed plan, which is also supported by a majority of the SFFV Advisory Group. 
 
Sincerely, 
(your name & address) 











CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

________________________________________
September 18, 2019

Metro Planning Commission Members:

We believe the South Floyds Fork Vision are plan is urgently needed to guide the future of this rapidly developing 
portion of Jefferson County. The Planning Commission has approved more than 1300 units/lots since work on 
this study began two years ago. 

Although we support the current proposal, we believe four modifications are still needed to help fulfill the plan's 
Vision Statement. Please consider the following recommendations which are noted by strike through and italics:

4.B. Wherever possible Roadways should be buffered from tree clearing. Rather than prohibit logging practices
entirely in the area, this recommendation would maintain a buffer of trees and vegetation between public
roadways and logging operations. This would reduce the visual impact of tree clearing on roadways and other
scenic areas.
5.A. Consider Establishing "commonsense buffer standards between when a 50-foot natural/vegetative buffer in
new development is proposed adjacent to permanently protected land. active agricultural uses. Property owners
should work together to develop adequate buffers in these cases.
21.A. Maintaining and protecting a minimum of 50% tree canopy within the planning area. protects the
numerous benefits that trees provide.
27.a. Encourage Require dark-sky-compliant lighting on all new public and private development throughout the
area.

The South Floyds Fork Vision Plan will have a significant impact on the study area. It is essential that the plan 
allows sustainable growth that protects Floyds Fork and the surrounding area for future generations.

As stated in the SFFV Background, the study area is "one of the more significant natural and rural parts of the 
county remaining." To help protect these features, we respectfully request that you include the recommended 
revisions in the proposed plan, which is also supported by a majority of the SFFV Advisory Group.

Sincerely,
George W. S. Hoge
Doris D. Hoge
16312-16320 Taylorsville Road 
Fisherville, KY 40023



From: agunnison@aol.com <agunnison@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2019 2:39 PM
To: Williams, Julia <Julia.Williams@louisvilleky.gov>
Subject: Trees at Floyds Fork

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

________________________________________
 
September 16, 2019
 
Metro Planning Commission Members,

I have attended some meetings and participated in strategic discussions of how best to address the issue of trees and 
development in this (and other) important areas of the city.  I strongly support the recommendations of far more 
experienced and knowledgeable people than I, and urge you to vote for the specific regulations as outline below.
  
The South Floyds Fork Vision (SFFV) area plan is urgently needed to guide the future of the most rapidly 
developing portion of Jefferson County.  In fact, the Planning Commission has approved over 1,300 units/lots since 
work on this study began two years ago. Please consider adjusting the following Recommendations, as noted by 
strikethrough and italics:
 
4.B. Wherever possibleRoadways should be buffered from tree clearing. Rather than prohibit logging practices 
entirely in the area, this recommendation would maintain a buffer of trees and vegetation between public roadways 
and logging operations. This would reduce the visual impact of tree clearing on roadways and other scenic areas. 
5. A.ConsiderEstablishing“common sense” buffer standards between whena 50-foot natural/vegetative buffer innew 
development is proposedadjacent to permanently protected land.active agricultural uses.  Property owners should 
work together to develop adequate buffers in these cases.
21.A. Maintainingand protectinga minimum of 50% tree canopy within the planning area. protects the numerous 
benefits that trees provide.
27.A. EncourageRequire dark-sky-compliant lighting on all new public and private development throughout the 
area. 
 
The South Floyds Fork Vision Plan will have a significant impact on the study area. It is essential that the plan 
allows sustainable growth that protects Floyds Fork and the surrounding area for future generations. 
 
As stated in the SFFV Background, the study area is “one of the more significant natural and rural parts of the 
county remaining.”  To help protect these features, I respectfully request that you include the recommended 
revisions to the proposed plan, which is also supported by a majority of the SFFV Advisory Group.

Louisville needs it's trees!!
 
Sincerely,

Alice Gunnison
7849 Wolf Pen Branch Rd
Prospect, KY 40059



Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:
From: steven skaggs <sxskag01@louisville.edu>
Date: September 16, 2019 at 8:54:22 PM EDT
To: "Julia.williams@louisvilleky.gov" <Julia.williams@louisvilleky.gov>
Subject: More Trees in Floyd's Fork
CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I support the idea of more trees in the Floyd’s Fork area. The standards should be tougher so that they require 
trees to be saved and more trees planted. Equal bio-mass should be planted for any bio-mass taken out. 

Steven Skaggs
8116 Wolf Pen Branch rd
Prospect, KY 40059





 
Monday, September 16th, 2019 
 
Metro Planning Commission Members, 
 
The South Floyds Fork Vision (SFFV) area plan is urgently needed to guide the future of the most rapidly 
developing portion of Jefferson County.  In fact, the Planning Commission has approved over 1,300 units/lots 
since work on this study began two years ago.  
 
I support the current proposal; however, 4 modifications are still needed to help fulfill the Plan’s Vision 
Statement. Please consider adjusting the following Recommendations, as noted by strikethrough and italics: 
 

4.B. Wherever possible Roadways should be buffered from tree clearing. Rather than prohibit logging 
practices entirely in the area, this recommendation would maintain a buffer of trees and vegetation 
between public roadways and logging operations. This would reduce the visual impact of tree clearing 
on roadways and other scenic areas.  
5. A. Consider Establishing “common sense” buffer standards between when a 50-foot 
natural/vegetative buffer in new development is proposed adjacent to permanently protected land. 
active agricultural uses.  Property owners should work together to develop adequate buffers in these 
cases. 
21.A. Maintaining and protecting a minimum of 50% tree canopy within the planning area. protects 
the numerous benefits that trees provide. 
27.A. Encourage Require dark-sky-compliant lighting on all new public and private development 
throughout the area.  
 

The South Floyds Fork Vision Plan will have a significant impact on the study area. It is essential that the plan 
allows sustainable growth that protects Floyds Fork and the surrounding area for future generations.  
 
As stated in the SFFV Background, the study area is “one of the more significant natural and rural parts of the 
county remaining.”  To help protect these features, I respectfully request that you include the recommended 
revisions in the proposed plan, which is also supported by a majority of the SFFV Advisory Group. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve & Christi Leonard 
3901 Yellow Brick Road 
Fisherville,  KY  40023 
502-744-6884 
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