Floyds Fork Environmental Association
Founded 1991

To:  Louisville Metro Government (LMG)

From: Floyds Fork Environmental Association
Teena Halbig, Co-Founder, 1991, Chair Clean Water
6505 Echo Trail
Louisville, KY 40299
502 777-5192
TeenaHal@aol com
Cc: Sheron Lear, FFEA President

. Cc: Ray Ehlers, FFEA Vice President
Date: 7-4-26

Re: 25-LDC-0014 DATA CENTER COMMENTS

Floyds Fork Environmental Association, FFEA, MISSION is to
protect, conserve and preserve Floyds Fork Creek and its Watershed.

Comments on data centers with the following requests:

* Jefferson County must institute a Moratorium to allow more study and
make the best standards to protect the welfare of the public which must
include intensity of many issues. 7henkarl et Cownel s wo emtidor e
* Data centers, large or small, SHALL be permitted only in
INDUSTRIAL M-3 zoning and NOT in RESIDENTIAL or other areas
or near sensitive land uses like parks, schools. 8-2-26 ABC reported
possible data centers in the sky?

* Do not grant WAIVERS to standards/regulations.

* FFEA is in STRONG OPPQOSITION to the Planning Director or
his/her designee make all the decisions and review of data centers of any
size.

* Provide public notice with a posted sign, and notice to neighbors,
neighborhood organizations so that public meetings and a public hearing
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before the Planning Commission for a re-zoning with a mandated CUP
(Conditional Use Permit).

* Must remove data telecommunications category.

* Must remove “Accessory Uses” category and terminology where
intensity was not determined.

* 42 inch gas pipelines for gas turbines are dangerous and 26 explosions
have occurred. How will government protect the public?

* How will data centers dangerous chemicals (including diesel fuel) be
monitored? Spills can pollute above ground but also contaminate
underground aquifers. Especially, karst areas need special concerns. The
Courier-Journal articles are attached and discuss problems with karst
terrain by Mr. Vandevelde. The last 1/3 of Jefferson County is more
karstified and PDS has the mapping which must be included.

* How will the federally endangered Indiana Bat (Myodis sodalis) be
protected or the KY endangered Glade Cress and Running buffalo clover
(Trifolium stoloniferum) which is protected under K'Y law.

* What is the air pollution standard for Particulate Matter generated by
data centers? What is the P.M. reading allowed at the property line?
Retention of trees is necessary to significantly help with P.M. Have
health statistics been looked at for increases in heart attacks, etc.?

* Noise: The World Health Organization suggests outdoor nighttime
averages stay below 40 dB to prevent adverse health and sleep
disruption. Even home generator noise is obnoxious and intrusive—
whereas data centers might have more than one and must test
periodically. Even a home generator noise is obnoxious!

* Daytime Noise should only be a tad more up to 45dB and not 65dB at
the property line.

* Noise: Infrasound vibrations — who will do the testing? How will the
acoustic sounds be addressed: acoustic sound is mechanical wave
energy that travels through a physical medium like air, water, or solids,
and can be perceived by human or animal hearing. Therefore a minimum
distance should be 600 feet and not 200 feet (staff’s revision). Sensitive
uses like day care centers, churches, community centers, parks, pet
businesses, schools, colleges, residences, etc. need a further distance of
2,000 feet. Special treatments to control echoes and absorb sound of



walls, ceilings, roofing, etc. should be included in regulations. What will
be required?

* Costs must not be borne by the public. How will costs that be
addressed.

* MSD has big plans to extend more sewers in 3 counties: Oldham,
Jefferson — which includes the Floyds Fork Watershed and Bullitt
County but no mention to serve data centers which is illogical.

* Design must be aesthetically pleasing by blending in architecturally
with the sarrounding area.

* Decommissioning and a BOND FEE established. Will it be taken
down to the concrete floor? Or totally removed? What is the Bond fee?
These are very important issues to address.

* Waste heat must not be felt by neighbors; however, increased
temperatures of up to 12 degrees when close to a data center is reported
so please do more research. There should be NO temperature increases
to adjacent uses.

* Number of trips per day for supplies trucked in should be accounted
for as well as the few employees after all the construction vehicles and
goods to set up a data center must be known.

* Do not use water from Floyds Fork Creek or its tributaries or
underground aquifers which would threaten biodiversity of flora, fauna
or fowl. Costs of water should not be passed on to customers but the data
center must pay. Do not use springs or wells, either. It is best to not
allow data centers or uses in the Floyds Fork Watershed due to
environmental constraints.

*Deforestation: Do not remove forested areas because trees hold
CARBON and reduce temperatures and help reduce noise and dust and
help the ecology as well as serve as wind breaks and provide canopy.
*Costs: Must not be passed on to customers in the form of fees and rate
increases because government can have the data centers pay instead.
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Proposed gas
pipeline in KY
sparks concerns

Bubey Grisin

Lopiwmalie Cinhee Soormat
USA TODAY NETWORE

FIHCHVILLE — Incide the expansive
Finchville Ruritsn Clob, audience mem-
hers Jeaned forward on thelr squeaky
folding chairs to hear Texas Gas Trans-
mission representatives through a inny
microphone.

They were speaking shouot a new
pipeline the compeny wents fo mn
through the avea. 4s they responded to
questions submitied on postcards,
some in the andience scoffed after each
UOSEE aNSWer

Benise Vandevelde of Shelby County
was among those at the Jume 23 meet-
ing. She said she received a letter from LB&E has an easement, shown here, on the propesty of
Texas Gas in April asking for permission Steve Hernry, Founder of Floyds Fork conservation
to survey her property, but when she srganization Future Fund. Henry oums roughly 2,000
contacted her public offivials for more acres in the Paridands of Floyds Fork for conservation
infoermation, she said she was told they use in glade cress (an endangered Hower) habitat,

knew nothing about it Henry has received a letter from Texas Gas
Transmission requesting a survey of his jand for s
Seq PIPFELINE, Page 114 proposed gas pipeline, MICHAEL CLEVENGERFODURIER JOURNAL

INSIDE: DETAILS ABQUT THE PROPOSED GAS PIPELINE 84



Pipeline

Copstirzend froem Page 1A

WVandovelde created 2 Facebool
gy Wity |5 where nesidents could
oo tegethor o share knowlodge and
comeeras zbout the pipeline. A month
futer, she fomedod an foter-county or-
panizstion, Kemtmeky Counties Uniled,
wths times oter Shelby County resi-
denis. Serving @5 16 president, Vande-
velde 5 mow working fo inform hee
meiglders albont the dangers she be-
Eeves ave vight around the comer due o
a 465-mile pipcline that could cut
deromeh thiwe states, incheding a smadi
oo of Fefferson County, as 8 makes
s vy aveemnd her 2od her peighbors.

The Borealis Project. s proposed nat-
sl g pipeline overseen by Owens-
baro-bused Toexas Gas and owned by
Bowdwalk Pipdlines, pan of the New
Yaork Chiv—baced Loews Corporation, is
*desigred Be mset the region’s ever-in-
CeRsing CHTEy de 25™ while mod-
erming coss, offtcials s Whike pot di-
vordhy supplytog homaes and businesses,
1 wilf “fwed _ power plants and ether
Farge indusirial asers™ and “indireethy
Brernefis boeaf residents served by those
eEiies "
aquitvarsts erupled afier Hsteners were
caafased by Texas Gas' responses and
wratited 1o w5k follow-ups. As the med-
crany wyd the andions W remain ohv-
%, ome Tom spraeg p fresn his chear,

" domight this was a meeting to op-
st these people. and ¥ bave been msis-
tafiwined, so Fm leaving. Tve heand
enough of vou poople.”™ hcmd."'Thcy"a’t
st welfing vou the munh. They've going
dhrough Skeiby County because they
o't waEnt b pay 1o go through Lake
Foress and [Jelfersontowm]. Why dont
yona fest admit i7"

The andiznce applanded in responsc
Beforne he wes escorted owm by secariy.

“EB's scary's Public grappies
with ransparency and
Iecfenr ation gaps

Lesdomrners swvounding Lovisvilke
wheo spole with The Courier Journal
sharwod letlers they received from Tedns
Gas in Apsil requesting permission 1o
warvey thedr properiics for a2 nalwral gas
pipeline. Many said they were con-
fised, a5 it was their fixst ime bearing
of 2 weve pigedice at il

Frmble Cowny resident Jennifer
Seay Pineda said she comacied muiti-
plc aificiats abant the letrer, but
tilkee Wandewelde, she said she was 1old
they had ne mformation. o one case,
shie suid mn official at Trimble County
Plasning aod Zooing told her to discard
the letter borause it "sounds like a
sgany”

"Iy scary that nobody at the county
teved lonores amything: Pincda said dur-
g & May 28 Bntorvicw.

A the stari, Vandevelde agroed opm-
rnication scemod inefioctive, but
sinee the ssoe was reised ara May 5
Shelty Comoty fiscal court mocting, she
soriad by momgisioates bave been doing an
cxosdlent job wish commonication, even
hacking hexr coatiton against the pipge-

Axaimx t Trimble County fscal
cxrart Fadge-E v Jorker
Ogban Jr. expizined the difficaity he
ared oiber county officials bave had get-
Texas Gas about the pipeline.

Steve Honry, right, whe foondedt Fulure Forul sef B¢ o envirosmesind advacate In tnaboiile, discuties & o Tesm
Gt plpedine bordaring Loedniile with Joi¥ Fravk, = Friemis of Flopds Fork advorate, on Juae 2 The pipelioe opuld posstbly
go through Heney's property in the Parkisnds of Floyds Forlt. terms: 0UEvENGER/COURTER JIUSRMRAL,

the pipeline’s roate, have ot yet been
frealized.

"We know our prejocts cress land
that people live on, work oo axd cave
deeply about. Thar's why we seek o
treat car peightors as partrers and are

OOBREAY
mas:atemmm'i‘hz(:mm]mnmi

& law student, Pineda is also con-
covmod aboot bow Texas Gas raght wse
hsrightmmainmtdmmin 2 POwer

1 1 the gove where i may
obmrnpmamympeny for public use
withont the landowner's consent - o
scize patts of her and her neighbors’
properties fater dowa the Hoe,

‘When asked hovw they might ase co-
inent domrain for the Borealis Project,
company officials said it wonid be "a
last resont option that is maely wilized:’
¥ Ticxas Gas ts bl to reuch an apree-
et throagh privare pepesizions wid
fandowners, (e compeny can roguest
erminent domuin, allewing 3 cowt w de-
cide if the easement is granied and bow
much comp: won the Land T e
Geives,

Ramry of those vontacted by Texas
Gas are also worricd abont pipefine ax-
plosion risks.

A 2019 natural gas pipeline explosion
near Banetlle feft one dead, oix injured
and 75 divplaced from their homes, ao-

Tine will come winh uapreredested ks
e 1o dts mugnitnde,
’Thrqux:lmls aéz-md‘:, Tigh pees-

persan could walle throogh tis thing
s besically z bomb ™

Concerns for » prokeched species

The Texas Gas prpedion’s conrent gro-
posed route also cots Trough oritdeal
habirat for the Kerucky glade cress 2
Tawe, exbangened fower that ealy mrows
on ndge-cdec besches in extreme
sputheastern Jefferson County and
northeasters Ballin Coanty.

Steve Heary, foander of Floyds Fork
conservation organization Funire Fand,
owns roughly 2 000 acres in the Park-
lznds of Floyds Fork for conservatios
wse i plade oress habits Atter be ro-
cebved the sums April eger reguesting
o survey his fnd, Hemry seid he sohed-
ualed & meeting between his organiza-
ton wel Fexas Gas® eovirosasontisl con-
sultanis, whe shrupidy canceHed and
have yet to reschedabe,

LG&E has long possessed z0 ease-
ment @ the Parldands for is utilites
shomlier to the one Toxas Gas sapht ob-
w@in. During the instaliation process,
Heary said the company damaged the

exisiing glade cress habiat and peid o

cording to & report from the US. Nats
ai"frmspu:mﬁm Safrty Boerd. An in-
w:sugzmm revesiod the explosios: was

dbya ing defect that
degradodtbcimc’scxﬁmmmﬂngand
insaificient corosion prevention, cans-
g the outer surfeee of the pigeline (o
crack. The repert also found the impact
radins of the pipcline's rupnire was in-
comectly calculated.

Since 2006, 29 civil administrative
enforcement actions bave been brought
apaime: Toxss Gas by the Pipotin mnd
Hazardoos Materrals Saftry Admini-
stration, many of which are related to
cormsion, design and maintenanos.
Themmpmydoe:sumbmeanyrepm

Texas Gas officials s2id the company
kosted introdoctory mestings about the
Baoreatis Projoct with state and federal
tawonakers in late 2025 and engaged
with coanty officials alotg the propoesed
ke in carly 2026, Information is
plarmed to be shared as it becomes
arvailable, but scveral factors, including

ed expl 15 OF TNfury-cassing inci-
dmjs, bul a Janoary 2026 pipeime fail-
ure in DeBorry, Toxas, prompiled
PHMSA to issec a Corrective Action O
der.

While many residents already have
smalicr pipelines runming throngh their
propertics, Vandevelde worries the new

haw: it reph A Py IS worvied @
the Texas Gas pipeline,

“If dhey want ie be good citizens __ H
wionld be o hope that they would
make accomsnodaticns with oter par-
erls that we conld neplans he sajd.

Tevas Gas representstives said their
goal is 1o avoid seasitive habitats whes-
ever possibie. In cases where 1t is not
possible to avoid them, the company
will coordinate with both foderal and
suste: Dhepomerrnnes of Ei & Wildhitc w
find = sohution.

It is cwmently wmslear if the Floyds
Fork Devclopment Review Overlay,
witich derermines gnidelines for devel-
opracnt i a 13, 0600-wcre area arotnd
the waterway, will apply to the Texas
Gas pipeline, Louisville Metro Govern-
ment spokesperson Emily Martin said
the Office of Planning bas not yetre-
coived the pipeline project for review.

Regardless of the exact location of
the pipedine, Friends of Floyds Fork ad-

ity Jedf Frank said excavating for
pipcline of 42 inches in dixmeter wosld
disraps the vdrology ther allows glede
cress 1o thrive. Fotere Fund dogs mny
have wmyy spocial kgt levensge me 8 ooa-
servarion organivEtion memning te
same risk of eminent donmin beoms o
the 2% & does for resideniial Tndomr
e,

"The bope is St woe togoibs: i
gond faith wnd dm hore are
people on the other side of e miske,”
Frank said

Trouhie on ‘holey” grownd

Vandevelde, the Sheliry Commty s
dent, and er boshand, fonry, & peosech-
nical engimeey for sbmoss 30 yesrs,
donbt the vizbility of » new pipelinc v e
terrain that is koown 0 prodece smk-
hobos.

Faarsy pesvaim, wihich s bunsedy mvade
gt of bedrock Tie Tnosponr, i selubiz
= shighily actdie werer and poses sig-
mificant chalfenges to pipeiie dovedop-
ers. As rock dissolves gradeally Som
weathoring, audergroand woids grow
until the sarface above thens collzpses,
repting & sinkhole.

“When you want o put @ 42k,
tigh pressarized watoral gms popsline i
terrim like this and & sinkBnie opeos wp
ander i, ther thae pipeline me Jomnger
Enes the subliny that & noeds b ekl v
et Denise Vandovelde soid.

Bt wre abso osncrmed sl ow p
pipeline i & karst vegion mdphe ol
sumomding

sroumdwater

At a poblic mesting, T%G:E&ﬁﬁ—
ciats said they have booo oporating o
fomrst Revvedn for 70 years mnad baree "not
bhad 2 single pipeline filio: b band-
owners are sall

mMMBmBmmet
WV id =kt
lhcchaﬁmgmmdmmmﬁ:ﬁ
bandiorerers, Texas Guc whons 1o pess
through nord-central Kentedoy. Her
concivsion: becatse the tand s cheapor.

"Ohar cowpmenity should oor be ox-
prcted to bepr e risk simply beosese
irs sore convenicar mud more profi-
able 1 someone cise: she said. "We
shoutd not be fereed 10 areep: & risk dot
can become a disaster waiting W bup-

pen:
Cowtact reporter Ruby Girisin at rgri-
sinf@rnorednyen. corw.
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Proposed project would
go through parts

of Jefferson County,
surrounding area

Rarbyy Griskn
bapieeie Consrber Touryad
RES& TODRY NETWORK

A proposed natural gas pipeline in
the greater Louisville area has sparked
bacldash from landowners, prompting
discussions around transparency and

in late April, residents and business
owners in parts of Jefferson County and
s surrounding area received letters
from Texas Gas Transmission request-
ing permission to survey thely property.
The surveys, officials said, would help
ronrte engineers determine an ideal path
for their new 42-inch high pressure nag-
ural gas pipeline passing through Ken-
tucky.

Biany letter recipients are concerned
abhgut pipeline safety, properiy owner-
ship and uynanswered questions as Tex-
as Gas remains in its preliminary plan-
ning stages. With opposition building,
Texae Gas officials say they want to be
transparent about thelr intentions and
appruval processes.

Here's what we Imaw about the pro-
ject so far

What is the Texas Gas
Borealis Project?

The Borealis Project is a proposed
namral gas pipeline stretching & total of
about 465 miles through Ohio, indiana
and Kentucky. It is overseen by Gwens-
bero, Kentncky-based Texas Gas Trans-
mission, L1.C, which is owned by Board-
walk Pipelines, a part of the New York
Ciig-based Loews Corporation.

‘Texas Gas officizls said the pipeline is

ers not h

meant to address increasing energy de-
mands in the region. Accarding to the
.S, Energy Information Administra-
tion, gas demand is expected o increase
by nearly 60% in the next 20 years.
While it will not directly supply bomes
and businesses, the proposed pipeline
would fuel power plants and other large
indusirial users, fom which Kentecky
residents will “indirectly” benefit if
served by those utilities.

"Expanding sccess to supply can
help moderate energy costs over Hme,
while construction and ongoing opera-
tions bring new jobs and economic ac-
tivity o the arca,” officials said in a
statement. "Pipeline infrastruchure also
contributes long-term property tax rew
enue, helping support schools, roads
and other essental community ser-
vices.”

The project has tweo main compao-
nents, a Borealis mainline pipeline and
a Borealis supply leg pipeline. The
mainline will consist of about 265 miles
of a 42-inch natural gas pipeline
stretching from Ohio to Kentucky.
Around 80% of the mainline route is
propesed io be constructed afong exist-
ing utility corridors, and i will involve
additional compression at an existing
compresser station in Indiana.

The supply leg pipeline will require
about 200 miles of a 42-inch pipeline in
Ohie.

What is the 4 ofine for
the Texas Gas pipeline?

To move forward with construction,
Texas Gas must Srst obtain certification
from the Federal Energy Regudarory
Commission. A preliminary imeline on
Boardwall's website indicates the com-
pany is currently in its "Public Engage-
ment and Early Planning” phase, which
allows stalichaolders 4o voice opinions as
the route is refined during Iand survey-
ing.

“These activities help us determine &

viable route based upos en-the ground
mspections and feedback from local of
ficials and landowamers,” Texas Gas offi-
cials said.

A formal application is plaoned to be
sulbrmtted to FERC in late 2027

¥ the project is approved, FERC will
grant Texas Gas a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity, and con-
structicn would Hiely take place in 2028
and 2029 At this point, landowners di-
rectly impacted by the project would be
contacted by lIand agents to discuss
property specific details ke schedules
and acoess. Landowners whe previous-
l¥ denied permission to survey may be
contacted again at this point, officizks
said at a public meeting June 23.

According to the preliminary fime-
line, the project would begin service in
the second half of 2029.

"&s we do with all our projects, we are
following the FERC process acd plan o
host open houses this fzl in commumi-
ties along the pipeline route,” a Texas
Gas spokesperson said. “Once the dates
and locations are set, we will be notify-
ing Incal officialz, kandowners end other
interested parties so that they can
choose to participate and learn moze”

Where will the Texas
Gas pipeline go?

Route eagineers are cameatly work-
ing to ensure viability, depending on
conversstions with residents and busi-
nesses along the proposed pipeline
path. From these conwersations, Texas
Gas intends to map & specific, finalized
mte and conduct more omreach.

“The route is wnder devcdopment and
subject w change, which is why we have
only shared the broader regional maps,”
officials said. "Later, we plan (o make 2
tnapping tool available on the website
that will allow users 1o see maore specific
information about the proposed pipe-
ine in reladon to their property.”

Based on the landowners who re-

py about pipel

iNRE

ceived knd survey requests and predim-
inary maps fom the developer, it is ex
pected the pipeline would pass through
parts of far southeastern Jefferson
County, as well as Oldham, Hardin,
Shelby, Trimble, Bulliit and Spencer
counties.

Why does Texes Gas want
o survey properiy?

At the Junse 23 public meeting, Texas
Gas representatives said route eagi-
neers survey land during the Srst stage
of planning in order {o pin dowa an ex-
zct path that aveids obstructions and
potential risks koe homes, portions of
the watershed snd rristing sepiic sye-
tems. Whie lzndowners are not re-
guired to grant permission for Texas Gas
to survey their property, it is possible
iand agents will rebore and ask again
further along in the process.

If roarte engimesrs detenmine a pastic-
ular property is necessany to the route,
they may seek eminent domain, which
allows the government 0 seize owner-
ship of private propesty for public wse s
inng as @ provides "fir compensalion”
o the owner.

Officizls said the survey process re-
sults in "very Eitle ground distarbance”
in most cases, bt seme repairs and re-
foresiation mey need to be ctored Inte
the agreed opon esseroent COMpenss-
don in eertzin cases. When surveving,
the land agents typically focus on an
area that is approximately 300 feet wide
to determine the best location for the
permanent 50-foot right-of-way case-
ment

"Once we've assessed the poopesty
and determined the mute, we work de-
recthy with esch lndowner to agreson g
right-of-way casement and {pir com-
pmmamnﬁxrhm&hthetmpommad
permancni use of their property,” Texas
Gas representatives said.

Repaorter Ruby Grisin can be reacled
ot rgrisinEysatodagoo. corm.
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Environmental issues:

Noise: Low Frequency high frequency limits: how will it be
measured(db) and distances to be measured. Allowances for wind

propagation?
Measured by site and individual sources?

Vibration: Power sources can generate based on type or size.
Investigate possible sources of a typical data center

Lighting: low level fixtures?

Air pollution: from back-up generators: diesel or natural gas. COZ, Nox
and particulate.

Urea type scrubbers for diesel? Consult experts for state of the art
applicable to the technology that may be used.

Water useage: Ensure that cooling towers and other water recirculating
technologies are be used to minimize water consumption. Provisions
for descaling waste water disposal.

General Points

Remove statements on prevailing wages. This is a covert gift to unions.
Local governments should not interfere with business’ supplier choices.

This can be view

g equire investment obligations to support utility capacity additions {p

pact on residential customerssPerformance bondsy _~

Why not allow turbine power generation per site so t are energy
independent and divorced from the grid.

Council members should be required to visit typical sites before voting .

Recetyed
Auqust 5,2020
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