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The Louisville Tree Canopy Assessment mapped tree canopy change over a seven-year period from 2012-2019. This
information was then summarized by Council Districts. The chart below shows the percent of land in each district
covered by tree canopy in 2019 (left) as compared to the percent change in tree canopy from 2012-2019 (right).
Percent change is calculated using the formula (2019-2012)/(2012). Higher values (blue) indicate an increase in tree
canopy. Lower values (orange) indicate that the district experienced a decline in tree canopy.
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The Louisville Tree Canopy Assessment was carried out by
the University of Vermont Spatial Analysis Laboratory in

collaboration with Tree Louisville using techniques approved
by the US Forest Service.
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Contact:

Cindi Sullivan, Executive Director
Treeslouisville
cindi@treeslouisville.org




2022 Louisville Urban Tree Canopy  ##s RIS
Assessment Summary

This study was carried out by the Umversnty of Vermont Spatial Analysis Lab in collaboration with
Treeslouisville and was conducted using 2012-2019 canopy data from the Louisville/Jefferson County
Information Consortium (LOJIC) and the USDA. This repo:t is a follow-up to the 2015 assessment, which
examined canopy changes between 2004-2012. *
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STUDY HIGHLIGHTS |

Slight overall canopy gain of 1% Trees planted over a decade ago

between 2012-2019 Street tree canopy increased by 2% experienced considerable growth,
contributing to increase

Canopy loss is concentrated in Although canopy coverage is holding Tree canopy will likely continue to
more heavily urbanized areas steady, there are still considerable losses rise if removals do not outpace
and on private land throughout Louisville natural growth and new plantings

RECOMMENDATIONS '

Preserving existing
canopy is the most
effective means for
securing future tree
canopy

Having trees with a broad age
distribution and a variety of
species will ensure that a
robust and healthy tree
canopy is possible over time

Community education is

E;%%ﬁgéggfégtasggiﬁ ?gg Plant new trees in areas where
value and services rees S Shan
provide will help Louisville been canopy loss

stay green for years to come



A Closer Looﬂk at the Data

Cdnépy Cover by Council District

Canopy By Neighborhood
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Highest:
Iroquois Park 71%
Cherokee Seneca 53%
Cherokee Gardens 51%
Kenwood Hill 48%
Brownsboro Zorn 46%

Lowest:
Standiford 3%
Highland Park 5%
Fairgrounds 6%
Central Bus. District 8%
University District 11%

Lowest:

District4 15%
District21 16%
District6 19%
District 10 26%

Highest:
District 20
District 14
District 13
District 16

LAND USE AND CANOPY CHANGE

Single-Family Residential property experienced the greatest changes (both losses and gains) compared to Commercial,
Industrial, Public Right-of-Way and other land uses in Louisville.

+ 30,000 acres

WHY TREE CANOPY IS IMPORTANT FOR LOUISVILLE

Urban Heat Island

Louisville has been identified as one of

the fastest growing and most intense
heat islands in the country. Trees
provide heat mitigation through shade
and transpiration.

Stormwater Mitigation

Increasing amounts of stormwater
overwhelming sewers are causing
sewage overflows and waterway
pollution. Trees can intercept and
absorb hundreds of gallons of water,
reducing runoff.

A vital component of the Tree Canopy Assessment Protocols is ensuring that changes in tree
canopy are attributed to actual gains and losses in tree canopy as opposed to differences in the
source data. The 2012 and 2019 datasets were acquired with different specifications than data
used for the 2004-2012 assessment. This assessment was completed independently of prior tree
canopy assessments for Jefferson County, and methodologies are not directly comparable. Great
care was put into resolving the differences in the data to ensure that tree canopy change between
2012 and 2019 reflected an actual change in the canopy as opposed to differences in the source

data.

Quality of Life

Trees provide a multitude of mental,
physical. social and economic
benefits that make Louisville a
healthier, happier and more resilient
city.

o 5




Louisville Metro Neighborhoods - Change In Tree
Canopy 2012-2019
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10.53 ALGONQUIN
AUBURNDALE
AUDUBON
AVONDALE MELBOURNE HEIGHTS
BASHFORD MANOR
BEECHMONT
BELKNAP
BON AIR
BONNYCASTLE
BOWMAN
BROWNSBORO ZORN
BUTCHERTOWN
CALIFORNIA
CAMP TAYLOR
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
CHEROKEE GARDENS
CHEROKEE SENECA
CHEROKEE TRIANGLE
CHICKASAW
CLIFTON
CLIFTON HEIGHTS
CLOVERLEAF
CRESCENT HILL
DEER PARK
EDGEWOOD
FAIRGROUNDS
GARDINER LANE
GERMANTOWN
HALLMARK
HAWTHORNE
HAYFIELD DUNDEE
HAZELWOOD
HIGHLAND PARK
HIGHLANDS
HIGHLANDS DOUGLASS
HIKES POINT
IRISH HILL
IROQUOIS
IROQUOIS PARK
JACOBS
KENWOOD HILL
KLONDIKE
LIMERICK
MERRIWETHER
OLD LOUISVILLE
PARISTOWN POINTE

12.3BARK DUVALLE
PARK HILL
PARKLAND
PHOENIX HILL
POPLAR LEVEL
PORTLAND
PRESTONIA
REMAINDER OF CITY
ROCKCREEK LEXINGTON ROAD
RUSSELL
SAINT JOSEPH
SCHNITZELBURG
SHAWNEE
SHELBY PARK
SMOKETOWN JACKSON
SOUTH LOUISVILLE
SOUTHLAND PARK
SOUTHSIDE
STANDIFORD
TAYLOR BERRY
TYLER PARK
UNIVERSITY
WILDER PARK
WYANDOTTE/OAKDALE




ANCHORAGE
AUDUBON PARK
BANCROFT
BARBOURMEADE
BEECHWOOD VILLAGE
BELLEMEADE
BELLEWOOD

BLUE RIDGE MANOR
BRIARWOOD
BROECK POINTE
BROWNSBORO FARM

Neighborhzood Tree Canopy Change 2012-2019
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BROWNSBORO VILLAGH 6

CAMBRIDGE
COLDSTREAM
CREEKSIDE
CROSSGATE
DOUGLASS HILLS
DRUID HILLS
FINCASTLE

FOREST HILLS
GLENVIEW

GLENVIEW HILLS
GLENVIEW MANOR
GOOSE CREEK
GRAYMOOR-DEVONDALE
GREEN SPRING
HERITAGE CREEK
HICKORY HiLL

HILLS AND DALES
HOLLOW CREEK
HOLLYVILLA
HOUSTON ACRES
HURSTBOURNE
HURSTBOURNE ACRES
INDIAN HILLS
JEFFERSONTOWN
KINGSLEY

LANGDON PLACE
LINCOLNSHIRE
LOUISVILLE

LYNDON

LYNNVIEW

MANOR CREEK
MARYHILL ESTATES
MEADOW VALE
MEADOWBROOK FARM
MEADOWVIEW ESTATES
MIDDLETOWN
MOCKINGBIRD VALLEY
MOORLAND

MURRAY HILL
NORBOURNE ESTATES
NORTHFIELD
NORWOOD

OLD BROWNSBORO PLACE
PARKWAY VILLAGE
PLANTATION

POPLAR HILLS
PROSPECT

RICHLAWN
RIVERWOOD

ROLLING FIELDS
ROLLING HILLS

SAINT MATTHEWS
SAINT REGIS PARK
SENECA GARDENS
SHIVELY

SPRING MILL

SPRING VALLEY
STRATHMOOR MANOR
STRATHMOOR VILLAGE
SYCAMORE

TEN BROECK
THORNHILL
WATTERSON PARK
WELLINGTON

WEST BUECHEL
WESTWOOD
WILDWOOD

WINDY HILLS
WOODLAND HILLS
WOODLAWN PARK
WORTHINGTON HILLS
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