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The purpose of this update is to:
 Review the current state of the Hepatitis 

outbreak in Louisville/Jefferson county
 Provide an overview of the LMPHW response 

and future efforts



What is hepatitis A?

 Viral illness, transmitted via the 
fecal-oral route
 Direct physical contact
 Touching contaminated surfaces, then 

ingesting it (hand to mouth 
transmission)

 Eating contaminated foods

 Very effective vaccination available
 Typically provides life-long protection

 Handwashing is still the most
effective prevention tool



General Situational Awareness

132 acute cases of 
Hepatitis A have been 

confirmed since 
August 2017
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Hep A Outbreak High Risk Groups
People Who Use Drugs
 Sharing accessories (not blood borne)
 Gatherings and common sites

People experiencing homelessness, unstable 
housing
 Sharing of contaminated objects
Lacking access to handwashing facilities

 People with chronic liver disease (alcohol 
abuse and co-infection with HEP B and C)



Epidemiological Update

Outbreak Declared November 21st, 2017



HEP A Case Distribution
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Response by the Numbers
 Emergency response team activated
 Targeting those most at risk
 Invaluable support from community partners
 6,732 vaccinations 
 30 different fixed facility locations
 20 different street outreach locations
 30 different vaccinations events every week 
 2,250 hours worked from LMPHW staff 
 140 volunteer hours from the Louisville Metro Medical 

Reserve Corps (MRC)
 $127,000 in salary and equipment/supplies spent so far



The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has praised 
Louisville’s response to the hepatitis A outbreak calling it the “gold 
standard” and a model for other cities to emulate

New gold standard 



Future Operations

 Continue vaccination efforts at targeted sites
 Syringe Exchange and mobile syringe exchange 

programs
 Street outreach events
 Recovery centers and locations
 Shelters
 Feeding sites

 Coordinate vaccinations for food handlers
 Coordinate with the KY Derby Festival for 

increased sanitation at mass events (Thunder)



New School Requirement



Key Points 
 Encourage people to practice good hygiene (hand 

washing with soap and water)
 The HEP A vaccine is safe, very effective and covered 

by insurance, encourage:
 People who use drugs or are homeless or housing 

insecure to get vaccinated
 People who associate with people who use drugs or those 

who are homeless or housing insecure to get vaccinated

 If people suspect exposure they should see their 
health care provider immediately



Flyer distributed at homeless shelters, feeding sites.



Educational posters shared with homeless
shelters, feeding sites.



Postcard shared during 2018 
Homeless PIT Count, during 
street outreach



Communications to food 
service establishments, 
educational visits by 
food safety inspectors



Questions?

Dr. Sarah Moyer
Director

March 14, 2018
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