
Brian Mabry, AICP, Planning Coordinator 
October 29, 2015 

Case No.  15AMEND1004 
LDC Text Amendment – Definition & CUP Standards for Athletic Facilities 

 
 

Louisville Metro Planning Commission Hearing 



Request 
Hold a public hearing and recommend action on amendments 
to the text of the Land Development Code (LDC) regarding 
athletic facilities. 
 Definition 
 Standards 
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Case Summary / Background 
 April 2011 – Metro Council passed resolution requesting Staff to work on 

an athletic fields amendment. 
 June 2011 – Planning Commission held a public hearing & recommended 

approval to Metro Council to allow athletic facilities on 20 ac. or more 
on residentially zoned property in suburban form districts.  

 July 2011 – Metro Council approved Ord. 148-2011.(Attachment A) 
 May 2015 - Mark Madison of Milestone Design Group began 

communications with Staff about amending the LDC regarding 20-acre 
minimum parcel size requirement in residential zoning districts for CUP. 

 The standard is not eligible for a Variance. 
 No formal endorsement from a Metro Council Member; however, CM 

Welch has informally advocated for the change. (Attachment B) 
 September 10, 2015 – Planning Committee meeting. (Attachment C) 
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 Indoor & outdoor facilities allowed with a CUP in M-1, M-2, & M-3 
 Allowed with a CUP in RR, R-E, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-5A, R-

6, R-7, & R-8A on tracts of 20 acres or more  
 Allowed by right in C-1, C-2, C-3, CM, PEC, and EZ-1  
 “Including sports fields, basketball and tennis courts, and related 

facilities such as equipment storage facilities, spectator seating, 
refreshment stands, restrooms, locker rooms and parking except 
for paint ball” 

 In residential, must be located in a suburban form district 
 Pedestrian and vehicular circulation patterns must be designed 

to safely accommodate recreational users and avoid conflict with 
truck traffic, as determined by the Director of Works 

 Lighting plan required if located within 500 feet of residential 
use or zone 
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 4.2.8 Athletic Facilities (Current) 



  
 Structures cannot be within 30 feet of a property 

line, unless further restricted below 
 Signs must comply with Chapter 8 of the LDC for 

nonresidential uses 
 R-R, R-E, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-5A, R-6, R-7 and 

R-8A  
 No outdoor facility or parking area closer than 100 feet to an 

adjacent property zoned for residential 
 No indoor facility closer than 50 feet to an adjacent property 

zoned for residential 

 M-1, M-2 and M-3  
 To allow a transitional use of industrially zoned land 
 To serve employees of an industrial development; or 
 To accommodate greenways or similar open space 
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 4.2.8 Athletic Facilities (Current) 



 Planning Committee unanimously voted to 
recommend reducing the minimum parcel size to 10 
acres in residential zoning districts and to make this 
standard eligible for a Waiver 

 Planning Committee requested Staff investigate the 
following supplements to the proposed amendment  
 Definition of athletic facility  
 Review of CUP application by the Air Pollution Control 

District (APCD) 
 Average size of existing standalone athletic facilities 
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 Planning Committee Meeting 



 Definition of Athletic Facility  
 Researched comparable cities 
 Used current language in preamble to standards 

 Review by Air Pollution Control District 
(APCD) 
 LDC already requires APCD to review all CUPs 
 Staff believes this recommended change is 

unnecessary 

 Average size of standalone athletic facilities 
 Approx. 17 acres (residential areas)  
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 Planning Committee Meeting 



Applicable Plans & Policies 
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Staff Analysis and Conclusions 
 Staff recommends approval of this amendment as the proposal 

would allow for enhanced economic development opportunities, 
additional areas for recreational uses, and would continue to 
protect residential areas from potentially incompatible athletic 
facilities, while allowing for Waiver requests on lot size when 
necessary. 
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Staff Analysis and Conclusions 
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Staff Analysis and Conclusions 
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Staff Analysis and Conclusions 
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Staff Analysis and Conclusions 
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Required Actions 
The Planning Commission should make a 
recommendation to Metro Council approving, approving 
with modifications, or denying the requested LDC text 
amendment.  
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