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Historic Landmark & Preservation District 
Commission

Thursday, August 29, 2019



Response to Landmarks Petition 

 Father Bill Bowling – Holy Name Parish; 

 Lisa DeJaco Crutcher – Catholic Charities,  

Chief Executive Officer & 
Executive Director;

 Mark Trier – JRA Architects;

 Bill Weyland – Weyland Ventures;

 Jon Baker – Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs 



Father Bill Bowling – Holy Name Parish

 Holy Name Parish Today vs. First Decades of 1900s;
 Need for School and Convent Long Gone; 
 Need for Parking Now a Reality 

 Cost Challenges the Parish Currently Faces;
 Holy Name Pairing with Holy Trinity;
 How Presence of Catholic Charities on Property Benefits 

the Parish and Its Potential Growth;
 1st Priority is to Protect Church Bldg;
 Future of the Parish Without 

Catholic Charities.



Father Bill Bowling – Holy Name Parish

Parishioners Reliant on Autos



Lisa DeJaco Crutcher – Catholic Charities



Lisa DeJaco Crutcher – Catholic Charities

 Catholic Charities Office HQ Building – The HUB
 Exercise of Core Religious Use;

 What Charitable Services Will Locate on the Property;

 How Location Optimizes Its Ministry Outreach; 

 Number of Active Jobs on the Property 5 Days a Week; 

 Why Catholic Charities Cannot Sustain Current 
Location and Upkeep to Facilities;
 Ongoing Maintenance and Repair vs. Rehabilitation of Bldgs.

 Considerable Safety Concerns;

 Future of Catholic Charities Without New Facility.

“Catholic Charities is the engine of 

the church that organizes love.”

– Pope Francis



Mark Trier – JRA Architects

 Integrity of Former School and Convent Buildings at 
Issue – Architectural and Structural Engineer Reports;  
 Original Design of School – Erosion Via Addition, Architectural 

Features & Materials;

 Economic Hardship – Significant Structural and 
Remediation Issues to Support Catholic Charities 
Religious Use on Property;
 Interior Floor Plates Do Not Support Office Use;

 Mold and Lead Paint Removal Is a Considerable Expense;

 Economically Infeasible to Rehabilitate School and 
Convent to Establish Non-Income Producing Bldg;
 Total Reconstruction of Building Systems Will Also Impact 

Structure’s Integrity.



Bill Weyland – Weyland Ventures

 Architect and Preservationist in Louisville Metro;

 Extensive Experience in Repurposing Historic 
Religious Buildings in Urban Infill Settings; 

 Served on Mayor’s Preservation Task Force – 2017;

 Utilized Various Incentive Vehicles to Fund Projects;

 Actively Lobbied for Tax Credits for Preservation;

 Has Assisted Archdiocese in Its Commitment to 
Preservation;

 Where Preservation and Repurposing of Religious 
Buildings Have Worked:



Maloney Center – 1200 S. Shelby St.



St. Brigid School – 1516 Hepburn Ave.



St. Therese School – 1094 E. Kentucky St.



Nativity Academy – 529 E. Liberty St.



Former Holy Name School – 2911 S. 4th St.

Why Repurposing to Another Beneficial Use is Infeasible Here: 



Former Holy Name School – 2911 S. 4th St.

Why Repurposing to Another Beneficial Use is Infeasible Here: 



University Corridor Redevelopment Study

Revisit of 2 Previous Metro Studies:
1.  South Central Louisville 
Development Coordination Study 
(1999);
2.  South Fourth Street and Central 
Avenue Plan (1999)

Confirm Certain Recommendations and 
Made New Ones re: 
Corridor Improvements to Area; 
-Attract New Investment
-Redevelopment; 
-Infrastructure Improvements;
-Streetscaping & Lighting;
-Property Maintenance; -Reduce Crime



University Corridor Redevelopment Study



University Corridor Redevelopment Study



University Corridor Redevelopment Study



University Corridor Redevelopment Study



University Corridor Redevelopment Study



Legal Objections to Landmark Designation

C2 Zoning In Immediate Area

• The Church is a religious organization.

• This Commission is a state governmental actor.

o As such, its actions, when taken for public purposes, must comport with
the U.S. and KY Constitutions.

• 1st Amendment (U.S.) and §§ 1&5 (KY)

o The free exercise clause of the 1st Amendment of the U.S. Constitution
and §§ 1 & 5 of the Kentucky Constitution prevents the government from

regulating one’s religious beliefs. See Triplett v. Livingston Cty. Bd. of
Educ., 967 S.W.2d 25, 31 (Ky. App. 1997).

o Testimony has been that the Church believes it is religiously

obligated to demolish and rebuild in order to most effectively

serve the needs of the faithful.



Legal Objections to Landmark Designation

C2 Zoning In Immediate Area

• 1st Amendment (U.S.) and §§ 1&5 (KY)

• The development plan is the exercise of the Catholic faith.

• If this Commission’s rulings infringe on those right and

selectively chose not to exempt the Church, then strict scrutiny

will apply, and the Commission must show a compelling gov’t

interest for its actions.

• The case law is nearly uniform that government interest in the

historic landmarking of property and/or structures does not rise to

the level of a compelling interest.



Legal Objections to Landmark Designation

C2 Zoning In Immediate Area

• 5th and 14th Amendments (U.S.) and § 13 (KY)

• § 1983 due process claim under 5th and 14th

Amendments

 5th Amendment prevents the federal government from taking private 
property for public use without just compensation.

 By and through the 14th Amendment, this applies to state 
governments (the Commission).



QUESTIONS?


