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To: Historic Landmarks and Preservation Districts Commission
From: Savannah Darr, Planning & Design Coordinator

Date: August 29, 2019

Case No: 19DESGNATION1000

Property Address: 2911 S. 41" Street and 2914 S. 3" Street
(Parcel 050J-0166-0000)

Designation Criteria Analysis

Per 32.260 (O), “In considering the designation of any area, site, or structure in
Louisville Metro as an Individual Landmark, the Commission shall apply the
following criteria with respect to such structure, site, or area. An Individual
Landmark shall possess sufficient integrity to meet criterion (a) and one or more
of the other criteria (b) through (e).”

a) Its character, interest, or value as part of the development or heritage of
the city, the Commonwealth, or the nation.

This criterion was formerly 32.260(E)(1)(a) and the analysis remained unchanged
from the draft designation report, “Louisville experienced significant suburban
growth within its south neighborhoods due to the streetcar, Southern Parkway,
expansion of Churchill Downs, and location of Louisville and Nashville Railroad
freight terminal. The Holy Name Complex was an earlier ecclesiastical complex
in this part of Louisville, and the neighborhood and rapidly growing suburbs
developed around it. The complex is indicative of an institutional presence in
neighborhood development. It is an identifiable feature, or node, in the South
Louisville area that is character defining of the pattern of growth in this part of the
City.”

b) Its location as a site of a significant historic event.
This criterion was formerly 32.260(E)(1)(c) and the analysis remained unchanged

from the draft designation report, “No known significant historic events are
associated with this site.”
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c) Its primary identification with a person or persons who significantly
contributed to the culture, heritage, and development of the city, the
Commonwealth, or the nation.

This criterion was formerly 32.260(E)(1)(d) and the analysis remained unchanged
from the draft designation report, “In consideration of significance associated with
a person or persons, the evaluation relates to whether an individual’s period of
significant contribution or productivity occurred while residing or occupying a
building, structure, or site. The Catholic community as a whole has significantly
contributed to the culture and development of the city. With this building,
however, there is no known significant association with any person or persons
who contributed to the culture and development of the City, the commonwealth,
or the nation.”

d) Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
or specimen; or its embodiment of a significant architectural innovation;
or its identification as the work of an architect, landscape architect, or
master builder whose individual work has influenced the development of
the city, the Commonwealth, or the nation.

This criterion was formerly 32.260(E)(1)(e-g), which were combined into one. The
analysis for each former criterion remain separate as they were in the draft
designation report. This analysis addressed former criterion 32.260(E)(1)(e),
“The four buildings on the Holy Name Complex are not necessarily indicative of
any one specific architectural type. Architect James J. Gaffney used influences
from specific architectural styles like the Gothic Revival style of Building 3, but
then blended in features of other styles to make it a true Gaffney design. While
the front portion of Building 3 reads Gothic Revival, the larger hipped portion is
more of a form in the Craftsman Style. Furthermore, the decorative vergeboard is
not like those in the style books. It's unique to Gaffney. Building 2 appears to be
of the Craftsman Style, but it is designed to match the Romanesque Revival style
of Building 1. Thus, it is not a typical Craftsman Style example. Additionally,
Nolan’s design of Building 4 is not indicative of any true architectural style. It is a
mix of many design elements to complement the distinctive and unique
“‘Gaffneyesque” aesthetic on the complex site.”

This analysis addressed former criterion 32.260(E)(1)(g), “The buildings do not
represent a significant architectural innovation.”

This analysis addressed former criterion 32.260(E)(1)(f), “The Holy Name
Complex is a grouping of buildings designed by or influenced by James J.
Gaffney. Three of the buildings were designed by him, and the Convent Building
(Building 4), which was designed by Thomas J. Nolan, is very much influenced
by Gaffney’s designs on the site. Gaffney is a lesser known but prolific architect
that had a tremendous impact on architecture and development in Louisville. He
is identified for having an eclectic and unique approach to architecture. It is high-
style architecture with a unique fusion of styles. Looking at the breadth of
Gaffney’s architectural design catalog, the times when his designs changed is
actually ahead of many national trends like the Craftsman Style. He utilized many
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of the same materials and design features in all of his work, which makes his
work so easily identifiable and unique to Gaffney. His work is spread across the
city, located in South Louisville, the Highlands, Cherokee Triangle, E. Broadway,
Old Louisville, Downtown, Russell, River Road, and Crescent Hill.”

e) Its historic significance is based on its association with an
underrepresented history within the city, the Commonwealth, or the nation
and broadens our understanding of these underrepresented histories.

This is a new criterion; thus, the following analysis was not included in the draft
designation report:

In consideration of significance associated with underrepresented histories, the
evaluation relates to inclusion and telling a comprehensive history. To date, there
is no known underrepresented history associated with the Holy Name Complex.
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