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Summary of Recommendations 
 57 items were discussed and received a 

positive recommendation from the Planning 
Commission in February and March 2015.  
 

 1 item received a denial recommendation 
from the Planning Commission:  LAND #8 
 

 



Landscaping Overview 
 Sub-committee charged with reviewing Chapter 10 (Tree Canopy, 

Landscaping, and Open Space) of the LDC with the objective of 
making suggestions to improve various regulations and polices 
related to the items covered in the Chapter. 
 

 Between June 7, 2012 and December 9, 2013 the Landscaping 
Sub-committee met 27 times. The meetings averaged 10 
participants per meeting. 
 

 Items mostly relate to landscaping on private property 
 

 Request approval after all Landscaping items have been 
presented 



Chapter 10 Content 
 Part 1 Tree Canopy – Tree Canopy Classes and % coverage 

 

 Part 2 Landscape Design – Buffers based on land use and adjacent uses; 
VUA buffers; ILAs based on parking area size 
 

 Part 3 Parkway and Scenic Corridor Development Standards - Parkways, 
Olmsted Parkways, Scenic Corridors and the Gene Snyder Freeway 
 

 Part 4 Implementation Standards – Species, Sizes, Spacing, Walls and 
Fences 
 

 Part 5 Open Space Standards – Active and passive space; Transfer of 
space 
 

 Part 6 Streetscape Master Plan – Area-Wide approval for coordinated 
sidewalk widths, street trees, etc that each new development must 
comply with  

 
 



Landscaping 
 

LAND ITEM #1 & #2 – Tree Canopy Applicability 
 

 Threshold for compliance with Landscaping standards (Sec. 
10.1.2) 
 Development with an increase in building area footprint or impervious 

surface area by more than 50% shall fully comply (Item #1) 
 Development site on which there is an increase in building area footprint or 

impervious surface area by more than 20% and less than 50% shall provide 
1/2 the tree canopy required (Item #1) 

 Increase in building area footprint by 20% or less requires no compliance 
(Item #2) 

 Rationale was to not penalize taller buildings 



Landscaping 
 

LAND ITEM #3 – Tree Canopy Compliance Options  
1. Change title of Section 10.1.3 from “Alternatives for 

Compliance” to “Methods of Compliance”. 
2. Allow Planning Director or designee to approve an alternative 

planting site, rather than the Planning Commission, unless 
criteria cannot be met. 

3. Order of Preference established:  
 Preservation 
 If preservation is not feasible, then plant new trees on-site 
 If on-site planting is not feasible, then new plantings may take place on an 

alternative site 

4. Fee-in-lieu of planting if none of the above are feasible 
 In the amount determined by the Planning Director & Urban Forrester, per 

1 3/4" caliper tree required to meet a site’s tree canopy requirement.  



Landscaping 
 

 LAND ITEM #4 – Tree Canopy Standards 
 

 Clarification in 10.1.4 on which types of tree protection areas 
may count toward the required tree canopy requirements 
 

 Tree Canopy Credit Areas (TCCA) and Woodland Preserved Areas 
(WPA) can be used to satisfy tree canopy requirements while 
Temporary Tree Protection Areas (TTPA) may not be used to 
satisfy tree canopy requirements 
 

 Linked to LAND ITEM#14 where Tree Preservation Areas (TPA) 
changed to Temporary Tree Protection Areas (TTPA) throughout 
LDC, among other changes 
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 LAND ITEM #5 – Tree Canopy Category Table 
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 LAND ITEM #7 – Tree Canopy Reductions 
 Currently, in Downtown, Traditional Marketplace Corridor, 

Traditional Workplace and Traditional Neighborhood Form 
Districts, 100% tree canopy reduction is allowed based on 
increased FAR or density 

 Proposal allows 100% tree canopy reduction only in Downtown 
and only  



Landscaping 
 

 LAND ITEM #9 – Add Cross-Reference 



Landscaping 
 

 LAND ITEM #10 – Add Cross-Reference 



Landscaping 
 

 LAND ITEM #11 – Tree Canopy Coverage Ground Checking, New 
Dripline Option   (Linked to Item #12) 

 Currently, tree canopy credit is only calculated by measuring the 
trunk caliper and then relying on a table that gives square 
footage credit based on trunk caliper, as below  
 



Landscaping 
 

 LAND ITEM #11 (cont) – Tree Canopy Coverage Ground Checking, 
New Dripline Option 

 Proposal allows designer to plot the dripline on the site plan and 
tree canopy credit can be given for the square footage of the 
area within the dripline 



Landscaping 
 

 LAND ITEM #12 – Tree Canopy Calculation, Change Percentage to 
Square Footage (Linked to Item #11) 



Landscaping 
 

 LAND ITEM #13 – Deciduous & Evergreen Tree Canopy Credit 
Tables 

 Proposal adds a note to tree canopy table referencing other 
reputable tree information sources 

 Proposal adds a note to tree canopy table related to ground 
checking (measuring trunk caliper) for mature trees 

 Proposal eliminates evergreen tree canopy table and adds a note 
saying that credit for evergreen trees is to be determined by the 
Planning Director, or designee, in working with the applicant, 
using a reputable tree information source 



Landscaping 
 

 LAND ITEM #14 – Tree Preservation Plan Requirement Section 
 Change “Preservation” to “Protection” in title 
 Rename Tree Canopy Protection Areas (TCPA) as Tree Canopy 

Credit Areas (TCCA) throughout LDC 
 Rename Tree Preservation Areas (TPA) as Temporary Tree 

Protection Areas (TTPA) throughout LDC 
 Rename Woodland Protection Areas (WPA) as Woodland 

Preserved Areas (WPA) throughout LDC 
 Change language in section A to be consistent with Chapter 10 

Part 4. 
 The tree inventory is no longer required. 
 Remove Section A.2. 
 Add new Section A.2. 
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