
Illegal Dumping Enforcement



Illegal Dumping vs Illegal Setout

 Placing junk/items in or on 
another persons property or 
dumpster

 Enforced under 51.500

 Placing junk/items out on 
their own property for 
collection outside of normal 
collection schedule

 Enforced under 51.405

2

They appear the same but are handled differently



Illegal Dumping vs Illegal Setout
FY 18 Illegal Dumping Reports

 Total 2,221

 Letters: 483

 Violations: 183

 Citations: 61

 Impounds: 13 

FY 18 Illegal Junk Set-out Reports 

 Total 2,123

 Early Set-out Warnings: 148

 Wrong Time Violations: 836

 Construction & Demo 
Violations: 242

 Citations: 191
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Where is dumping occurring?

4

25%

5%

45%

4% 7%

14%

Metro Owned

Other

Private Open Referal

Private Vacant Lot

Private Vacant
Structure

Private-Occupied

FY 18 
Metro Owned: 555 
Open Referral: 1,000
Private Vacant: 244
Private Occupied: 310
Other: 111



Junk Collection Process
 LMCO Chapter 51.405 (G)

 No limit on items but all must come from home where it is 
setout

 No construction & demolition materials including but not 
limited to lumber, shingles, gutters, siding, concrete slabs

 No more than four (4) tires or any automotive parts
 Tree limbs must be no longer than 4’ or 4” in diameter and 

less than 60 pounds
 No lose debris. Must be boxed or bagged
 No hazardous materials
 Setout Friday before and must be out before 6 am of Monday 

of the collection week. 
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Definition of Construction & 
Demolition Debris Waste

 LMCO Chapter 51: Waste resulting from 
the construction, remodeling, repair and 
demolition of structures or roads
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Collection Process
 Supervisor drives each street to 

gauge compliance of loads 
setout for collection

 Loads that have improper 
materials are marked with 
orange spray paint

 Sticker  placed on door to 
notify resident

 Enforcement Unit is notified to 
follow up
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What is being dumped?
 Construction and demolition waste
 Used tires
 Household bulk waste
 Tree debris
 Garbage
 Boats/Trailers
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Illegal Dumping Prevention
Barriers: the single most effective measure to prevent dumping is to 
ensure access is controlled. 

 Fences (see through)

 Post

 Berms

 Ditches

 Concrete barriers

Lighting and visibility: The second measure is to create a location 
that makes dumpers uncomfortable. 

 Add lighting

 Remove brush and vegetation

 Demolish abandoned/vacant buildings or garages
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Illegal Dumping Prevention
Keep it Clean

 People dump where they think people don’t care 

 Remove dumped items because a little junk becomes a lot of junk very quickly

Visibility
 People dump where they can’t be seen. Remove obstacles such as fences and brush

 Put some light on the area

Record and Report
 Use cell phone cameras or home/business surveillance cameras

 Call MetroCall 911 and 311

 You can remain anonymous

Don’t be part of the Problem
 Always get a dump receipt before paying someone that hauled your waste

 Can you prove you disposed of it properly? If we find your waste dumped and you can’t 
prove it then you can get fined. 
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