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Widely regarded for spearheading the new field of Environmental Cardiology, Dr. Aruni Bhatnagar, a Smith and Lucille Gibson Professor 
of Medicine at the University of Louisville, has spent more than 25 years studying the impact of toxic substances, tobacco smoke 
constituents and environmental pollutants on heart disease. He is a graduate of Kanpur University, India and received his post-doctoral 
training at the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. Dr. Bhatnagar is known for his pioneering work on the metabolism of 
toxic substances in ambient air and tobacco smoke, and how they affect the development of cardiovascular disease and diabetes. He 
has published over 280 research papers, commentaries and review articles, and 20 book chapters.  A leader in cardiovascular health, 
he has participated in more than 50 peer-review panels of the National Institutes of Health, and has served as a member of the Institute 
of Medicine’s Committee on Secondhand Smoke Exposure and Acute Coronary Events, as well as the Committee on Long-Term Health 
Consequences of Exposure to Burn Pits in Iraq and Afghanistan.  For the last 7 years, Dr. Bhatnagar has served as Deputy Editor of the 
American Heart Association journal - Circulation Research.  His research has been supported by the National Institutes of Health, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Defense, and the American Heart Association.  He currently serves as Director of 
the newly created Christina Lee Brown Envirome Institute, and the Diabetes and Obesity Center at the University of Louisville and Director 
of the American Heart Association Tobacco Regulation and Addiction Center.   
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