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RE: 20-LANDMARK-0001 211 W. Mohammad Ali Boulevard (Odd Fellows Building)

Cynthia Johnson Elmore:

I write to support the Lousiville Local Landmark designation for LIberty Hall / The Odd Fellows Building
at 211 West Mohammad Ali Blvd. I write to also vehemently oppose any demolition of this structure. 

I have attached a formal letter for my support for a Local Landmark designation of this property and
building outlining how it meets the criteria of Local Landmark designation, and I request that no
demolition of this structure be permitted by the City.   Please include this email and the attached formal
letter with the record for tomorrow's hearing. 

In our built environment we leave our legacy, 

mailto:theharrell@gmail.com
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        Christopher Harrell 
        1840 North Talbott Street 
        Indianapolis, IN  46202-1515 
 
Cynthia Johnson Elmore 
Historic Preservation Officer 
Planning & Design Services 
Department of Develop Louisville 
LOUISVILLE FORWARD 
444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300 
Louisville, KY 40202 
 


 RE: 20-LANDMARK-0001 211 W. Mohammad Ali Boulevard (Odd Fellows Building)  
 Please register my:  


 Ardent support for Local Landmark Designation for Liberty Hall (Odd Fellows Building) 


 Fervent opposition to demolition of this structure. 
 
Dear Historic Preservation Officer Cynthia Johnson Elmore: 
 
Thank you for taking the time to prepare the very informative and detailed Liberty Hall (Odd Fellows Hall) 
Individual Landmark Draft Designation Report, dated February 29,2020 and included in the hearing packet 20-
LANDMARK-0001 for download online.  I learned a great deal from your team’s historic research and presentation in 
this report. I have gained new insight into the historic significance of fraternal social orders and the role that they 
played in the life Louisville citizens, especially prior to the New Deal programs.   
 
I think this building’s link to Louisville’s civil society past is a key contributing factor in its appropriateness for 
Landmark designation. Furthermore, the dwindling list of other structures remaining that provide a link to the city’s 
fraternal and social orders itself portends the importance of securing this building for our historic legacy.  
 
Integrity Assessment - Integrity of Setting: 
I would like to note disagreement with STAFF’s assessment that the site exhibits a ‘low level of integrity in setting’ on 
p.27 of Liberty Hall (Odd Fellows Hall) Individual Landmark Draft Designation Report, February 29, 2020. I counter 
that this building indeed represents an extremely high value historic structure. And that because it endures when so 
many of its peers in that setting have not it provides a remaining link to the former high integrity setting – thereby 
maintaining a critical component of any future high value setting. The site’s integrity of setting should not be defined 
by repeated mistakes perpetuated by demolition of the many vernacular as well as Local Landmark historic 
structures that previously surrounded this building. Such a means of defining integrity of setting would leave any “last 
one standing” historic property jeopardized by just being the most enduring and resilient. Liberty Hall’s value and 
integrity support the integrity of its setting and the building acts as a linchpin that has only increased importance now 
due to regrettable demolition and the loss of the surrounding cast of historic buildings that once kept company with 
Liberty Hall / The Odd Fellows Building. Indeed, its prominence is now even more underscored as an anchor in the 
area juxtaposed with the nearby historic Pendennis Club. These two structures should be recognized together as the 
guardians of integrity of setting on W. Muhammad Ali Boulevard. 
 
Landmark Designation Criteria Analysis:   
 
Threshold Criterion (a) is met by Liberty Hall / Odd Fellows Building 
 
To specifically address the designation criteria in Louisville Metro Code of Ordinances Section 32.260(O) I first 
contend that the Liberty Hall /IOOF 23 building possesses sufficient integrity to meet criterion (a) Its character, 







interest, or value as part of the development or heritage of the city, the Commonwealth, or the United States.  I 
emphasize the significance (as noted in STAFF report) of Liberty Hall and its link to the “golden era” of fraternal 
organizations that were prevalent at the turn of the 20th-century. This significance is wholly sufficient to meet 
threshold criteria (a).  
 
Meeting one or more additional criteria (b) through (e):  
 


(d) Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen; or 
its embodiment of a significant architectural innovation; or its identification as the work of 
an architect, landscape architect, or master builder whose individual work has influenced 
the development of the city, the Commonwealth, or the nation. 


 
Although the designer of this structure is not definitively determined nor revealed in the STAFF report, it is likely the 
work of William Dodd, prominent architect of 1900 Louisville.  Even without exact attribution to William Dodd, the 
Liberty Hall / IOOF 23 Building meets this criterion (d) because of key architectural features and distinguishing 
characteristics and specimen that are still present and prominent on this building that historic Louisville is now nearly 
devoid of – “oriels with swag and wreath decorations are on each side of the building to add to the classical 
motifs” (Liberty Hall (Odd Fellows Hall) Individual Landmark Draft Designation Report, February 29,2020; p. 4). 
These architectural specimens are truly endangered in Louisville’s architectural legacy.  


 
Not only does the Liberty Hall – IOOF #23 Building display these oriels with swag and wreath decorations 
prominently on the third floor front corners, the building also includes 4 additional original wood oval windows with 
limestone accents – 2 on the east side, and two matching on the west side.  


 
These keen historic features are nearly extinct in Louisville’s historic built environment, and none of the other 
remaining social organization buildings have such details.  
 
Thank you to the members of the Historic Landmarks & Preservation Districts Commission and Metro Louisville 
Forward STAFF that have worked on this Designation Report, and the upcoming hearing process. Please register my 
ardent support for a Local Landmark Designation for the Liberty Hall / Odd Fellows Building. Please also note my 
fervent opposition to permitting demolition of this structure. Our built environment is our shared legacy.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  


 
Christopher M. Harrell 
(502) 298-2832 m | TheHarrell@gmail.com  
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