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Individual Landmark, definition 

 

As defined by the Louisville Metro Code of Ordinances (LMCO) 32.250, an Individual Landmark 

is “a structure or site, including prehistoric and historic archaeological sites, designated as a local 

historic landmark by the Commission as provided in this subchapter or by action prior to the effect 

of this subchapter. A landmark structure or site is one of significant importance to the city, the 

Commonwealth, or the nation and which represents irreplaceable distinctive architectural features 

or historical associations that represent the historic character of the city, the Commonwealth, or 

the nation.”  

 

20-LANDMARK-0003 

 

This case was initiated by receipt by the Commission of an application and petition  containing the 

signatures of at least  200 residents of Louisville Metro with at least 101 of those signatures being 

of residents or property owners within one of the following boundaries: (1) a one-mile radius 

surrounding the structure or site proposed for landmark designation, (2) the Council district in 

which the proposed landmarks is located, or (3) the cumulative areas of (1) and (2). The petition 

was prepared and submitted by the Irish Hill Neighborhood Association in August 2020 in 

response to a wrecking permit application for the Nelson Distillery Warehouse building at 100 

Distillery Commons Dr. The application and petition were timely submitted within the 30-day 

notice period associated with the Wrecking Permit application. Due to the Covid-19 state of 

emergency as declared by the Governor et al and on advice of the Jefferson County Attorney’s 

Office, an electronic format petition was allowed and accepted.  
 

On August 14, 2020, the petition requesting Individual Landmark Designation of the property at 

100 Distillery Commons Dr., the Nelson Distillery Warehouse was submitted to Planning and 

Design Services and assigned case number 20-Landmark-0003. The petition verification was 

completed on September 18, 2020 with 210 total verified signatures, 105 of which were from 

residents in Council District 4 or within in the 1-mile radius of where the property is located.  

 

The processing of this petition request is now subject to the Individual Designation requirements 

in LMCO Section 32.260(J) though LMCO Section 32.260(R). The building was listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places in 2014 as the “Nelson Distillery Warehouse.” Per the 

Landmarks Ordinance 32.260(K), if the proposed individual landmark was listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places after January 1, 1990 combined with a site visit to evaluate current 

conditions, may be used in lieu of a new study. The Nelson Distillery Warehouse (JF-EI-106) was 

listed in the National Register of Historic Places on June 27, 2014, and the nomination is 

incorporated into this report (see Appendix A).  
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Property Description 

 

Location  

Excerpt from the Nelson Distillery Warehouse National Register Nomination (Whisman 2014): 

 

“The Nelson Distillery Warehouse stands at the intersection of Lexington Street, 

and Payne Avenue in East Louisville. Across the road from their former distillery 

plant counterparts, the whole of the complex having been constructed in a bend in 

the Middle Fork of the Beargrass Creek, a short distance before the creek flows into 

the larger South Fork of Beargrass Creek and onto the Ohio River. The original 

complex existed on this site since at least 1860 (Zeoller, 2009), bounded by Payne 

Street and the Cave Hill Cemetery to the south, the current CSX rail line to the 

north, Spring Street to the east, and Pine Street to the west.  Lexington Avenue, 

(formerly Hamilton Avenue) ran through the middle of the plant and was a major 

service route to the facilities.   

 

Today the extant buildings associated with the many distilleries of the site are 

bounded between, Lexington Ave, Payne Street and Pine Streets. The immediate 

area is comprised of a relatively flat topography sitting atop a small knoll that 

grades slightly toward the Middle Fork of the Beargrass Creek. As the area 

developed, industrial complexes were built, including livestock operations and a 

public workhouse to the south. A mix of turn-of-the-century housing stock grew up 

in between the industrial complexes, and cam known as Irish Hill.”   

 

 

Photo of the Nelson Distillery Building from the Irish Hill Neighborhood Plan Update 

(2017) 
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Location map of the Subject Property (LOJIC) 

 

 
Site view looking west from the intersection of Payne St. and Lexington Rd. (Staff Photo 

October 2020) 
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Building Description 
Excerpt from the Nelson Distillery Warehouse National Register Nomination (Whisman 2014) 

 

“Nelson Distillery Warehouse is a three-story warehouse with a brick exterior and 

support system, and a native limestone foundation. The structure has a gable end 

and is divided into 25 bays on its northern and southern facades and 9 bays on the 

eastern and western facades. Bays are divided by 24" pilasters set at 8' intervals. 

The gable ends extend beyond the roof line and are capped with clay tile; the center 

bay on each gable extends 8' at the apex to a square, supporting a ridge vent. The 

roof structure is covered in asphalt roll roofing, and capped by a full monitor at the 

ridge. Originally, interior bays contained shuttered window openings on each floor, 

of which all but every third opening has been filled in on the northern and southern 

facades, and intermittently on the remaining facades. Extant windows are wood 

industrial type sashes with side hinges that cantilever open for ventilation. The 

southern facade hosts an opening at the far westernmost corner bay, raised above 

the level of a filled door in the ground level of the adjoining bay. Additional short 

single-pile brick additions are found at the 6th pilaster of each side of the southern 

facade, measuring 8' square, and supporting a single door to the southern face, and 

a poured concrete roof. Both the eastern and western facades have a double door 

opening at ground level in the center bay. The northern facade supports five door 

openings at the 2nd, 9th, 15th, 20th & 24th bays, east to west.  

 

All doors are made of diagonal tongue-and-groove bead board substrate, covered 

by iron sheets on the exterior, and capped by a fixed iron-clad transom, which are 

capped by an additional five-light transom window. All window openings, 

including those closed in, have single row brick arched lintels. Doors have triple-

height rowlock brick arches. Door openings have original cut limestone sills, while 

existing window sills have been replaced by modern concrete.  

 

The .55 acres on which the warehouse stands are level having the hill, excavated 

on the southern facade nearly 15 feet from the building, creates a grade, allowing 

access to the facility at all levels on all facades. At the northern fa9ade, the building 

is level with a sidewalk adjoining Lexington Ave, while turf joins the remaining 

facades. No other historical exterior features are attached to the structure or are 

located within the boundary of the nominated area.” 

 

The building, which has been vacant since at least 1979, appears to have been unaltered since the 

2014 listing in the National Register of Historic Places with no new additions or interventions. On-

site observations conducted in October 2020 confirmed that the windows are intact, many with 

broken glazing, while other window openings have been enclosed, they are still readable as 

fenestration as they were in the 2014 National Register of Historic Places nomination. The doors 

have various coverings, but the openings remain unaltered. The masonry walls and building form 

are also unchanged including the pilasters though there is evidence of some mortar joint loss. The 

roof shows signs of deterioration, which is visible through the windows, however the clerestory 

roof form which acted as a full monitor vent system is still intact.  
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South Elevation (Staff Photo October 2020) 
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East Elevation (Staff Photo October 2020) 
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North Elevation (Staff Photo October 2020) 
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North Elevation (Staff Photo October 2020)  
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West Elevation (Staff Photo October 2020) 
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History of the Nelson Distillery Warehouse 

Excerpt from the Nelson Distillery Warehouse National Register Nomination (Whisman 2014): 

 

“The Anderson-Nelson Distillery: Nelson Distillery Warehouse (NDW) is one of 

the last extant remains of what was once the largest and oldest distilling company 

in Kentucky (Cecil 2003) and is an early example of Kentucky Bourbon Whiskey 

industrial production facility in Louisville Kentucky. Built in 1895/96 the Nelson 

Distillery Warehouse is one of three warehouse structures and adjoining facility still 

standing that were part of a vast distillery complex, which encompassed multiple 

distilling companies.  The NDW, originally part of the Anderson-Nelson Distillery, 

sits adjacent to the Williams Distillery warehouse and the Central Distillery 

warehouse, and adjoining structures, all of which were part of the Anderson-Nelson 

Distillery Company and have been adaptively repurposed to create the Distillery 

Commons in recent years.”   

                          Hopkins 1884 Atlas Map of the City of Louisville 

 

“The Nelson Distillery Warehouse (NDW) is one of the last remains of what was 

once the largest and oldest distilling company in Kentucky, the Anderson-Nelson 

Distillery (Cecil 2003). Built in 1895/96 the Nelson Distillery Warehouse is one of 

three warehouse structures still standing that were part of the vast Anderson-Nelson 

distillery complex, which encompassed multiple distilling companies. The 

following attempts to list the many names of corporations that operated on the site 

and with which the NDW was at one time associated with the following corporate 

entities: 

 

• John. G Mattingly & Brother Distillery 
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• David L. Graves Distillery 

• Beal, Stiles & Company 

• Newcomb-Buchanan Distillery 

• Anderson Nelson Distillery Company 

• George C. Buchanan Distillery 

• Anderson Distillery 

• Nelson Distillery 

• Kentucky Distilleries & Warehouse Company 

• Allen-Bradley Distillery Company 

• Allen-Bradley 

• Graystone Distillery 

• Elk Run Distillery 

• American Medicinal Spirits Company 

• National Distillers as Old Grandad Distillery  
 

The NDW sits adjacent to the Williams Distillery warehouse and the Central 

Distillery warehouse, and adjoining structures, all of which were part of the 

Anderson-Nelson Distillery.”  

 

“The NDW and site are part of a rich history of the Bourbon Whiskey industry in 

Louisville, Kentucky. The plant's operation spanned some 134 years. At the height 

of development of the Anderson-Nelson Distilling Company, the corporation 

included the Allen-Bradley Distillery and Elk Run Distillery, and later the 

Kentucky Distillery & Warehouse Company, and National Distillers. This 

conglomerate encompassed some 35 acres of production facilities, with a combined 

capacity for more than 735,000 barrels of Kentucky Bourbon Whiskey. The 

distillery complex stood beside the Middle Fork of the Beargrass Creek, a main 

water source initially for production, near a major rail line, and within proximity of 

the Ohio River, all contributing to the company's success in local markets and 

beyond.  

 

The whole of the complex was built between 1860 and 1918 (Cecil, 2003). The 

largest portion of production facilities were consolidated to the North side of 

Lexington Avenue, adjacent to the Middle Fork of Beargrass Creek. Distillery 

aging warehouses were built interspersed between the fermenting and distillation 

plants, as well as across Hamilton Avenue. Each of the distilleries had their own 

bonded warehouses, and additional free warehouses. This included Nelson Bonded 

Warehouse No. 4, Buchanan Bonded Warehouse No. 97, Finck Bonded Warehouse 

No. 97, Slocum Bonded Warehouse, Central Bonded Warehouse, Williams Bonded 

Warehouse, Louisville Storage Bonded Warehouse No. 4, Southall Bonded 

Warehouse, Nelson Distilling Company Warehouse (NDW), and Whitestone 

Bonded Warehouse of Allen-Bradley and Elk Run Distilleries (Sanborn 1920). 

Additional structures for grain storage, cisterns, bonded bottling facilities, and more 

were all located on the site. Improvements were made to the distillery until the onset 

of Prohibition in 1920. 
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For forty-six years following the repeal of Prohibition, distilling continued at the 

site of Anderson-Nelson Distillery Company. Operations were confined to existing 

structures, as less of the original plant was needed. Competition and decreased 

demand led to the demise of the once-largest Kentucky Bourbon Distillery in the 

world. Existing buildings were dismantled and others abandoned until the entire 

plant was shut down and abandoned in 1979 (Zoeller 2009). The NDW has been 

vacant from 1979 until the present day.”  
 

 

 
Historic photo of the Anderson-Nelson Distillery Complex (University of Louisville Photo 

Archives) 

 

Nelson Distillery 

Warehouse 
Distillery 

Commons 
Headliners  

Music Hall 
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1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map with the Nelson Distillery Complex shown at the 

intersection Payne Street and Lexington Road (subject area within red circle). 

 

Irish Hill History 

Excerpt from A Determination of Effect Report for the Proposed Crossings at Irish Hill 

Development, Jefferson County, Kentucky (Scherer 2007): 

 

“Situated between Clifton, Butchertown, and Phoenix Hill is a small neighborhood 

known as Irish Hill. Originally farmland, locals referred to the area as Billy Goat 

Hill because of the extensive number of goats that grazed the area (Kleber 1992). 

When immigration into Louisville blossomed in the nineteenth century, a large 

Irish-Catholic population settled in this six-block by three-block area, making it 

one of Louisville’s smallest neighborhoods (The Courier Journal 1989). It was 

called Irish Hill because of the “nineteenth-century Irish-Catholic immigrants, 

although a large number of Germans also settled there” (Kleber 1992; Kleber 2001). 

 

Irish Hill was first platted in 1859 by landowners Benjamin J. Adams and John C. 

Hull, who would later have streets named after them (The Courier Journal 1989). 

Ward Payne, the namesake of Payne Street, divided the rest of the neighborhood 

five years later in 1864. The buildings were modest buildings following common 

vernacular styles. Two residences, though, exemplified the economic success that 

could be attained in the city: the Valentine Schneikert House and the Nicholas 

Finzer House, both listed on the NRHP. The Valentine Schneikert House was an 
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Italianate building built in 1868 by Schneikert, a brick maker. Finzer, a tobacco 

merchant, built his Renaissance-Revival building in 1869 (Hedgepeth 1978). 

 

Numerous businesses emerged in the neighborhood. The Beargrass Pork House 

slaughterhouse was built in the 1840s and worked in tandem with the Bourbon 

Stockyards in Butchertown. The City Workhouse was established in 1878 and 

operated until the 1950s. Breslin Skate Park now sits on the former site. The 

Kentucky Distillery and Warehouse (associated with the Anderson-Nelson 

Distillery), now Distillery Commons was built in the late-nineteenth century and 

now houses numerous small business.”  

 

Statement of Significance  

 

Historic Significance  

Excerpt from the Nelson Distillery Warehouse National Register Nomination (Whisman 2014): 

 

“The Nelson Distillery Warehouse (JF-El-106) built in 1895/96, meets the first term 

of National Register eligibility Criterion C: it possesses the distinctive 

characteristics of a type of construction, a Kentucky bourbon whiskey aging 

warehouse. Built in the community of Irish Hill, an area about 2 miles east of central 

downtown Louisville, the distillery developed on the middle fork of Beargrass 

Creek, a direct tributary to the Ohio River. The Nelson Distillery Warehouse 

(NOW) was built as one of the last capital building projects of its parent distillery, 

Anderson-Nelson Distillery, prior to Prohibition in 1920, and was a result of an 

ever-increasing demand for their products and the expanding market of the 

distillery. Standing three stories high, the NOW is constructed of solid brick 

masonry exterior walls, with a system of interior dunnage racks which stored aging 

barrels, while supporting the roof system. Possessing a design evolved within the 

bourbon whiskey industry, the NOW sits on .55 acre, detached from the 

surrounding associated structures, and is an early example of this architectural form 

in Louisville, Kentucky. There are no other historic resources associated with the 

site included in this nomination for consideration. 

 

The Nelson Distillery Warehouse has survived the years as a tangible link to the 

vast industry it once served. Through its 119 years, the warehouse has been altered 

little, allowing it to remain a physical reminder of the role of the Kentucky bourbon 

whiskey industry in Louisville. Its design is an architectural display of its intended 

function, and a recognizable form of architecture. 

 

The extant building retains a historical connection to the development of the 

Kentucky bourbon whiskey industry in Louisville; as such the NDW survives as a 

rare example of an early bourbon aging warehouse in Louisville, Kentucky. A 

facility developed by production of the industry leader during the period of growth 

of the bourbon industry prior to Prohibition in 1920, the NOW assembled the many 

architectural advancements that had grown in a gradual evolution of bourbon 
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production facilities, exhibiting the integral features that influenced design of these 

warehouses until the decline of the industry. The NDW is instantly recognizable as 

a bourbon aging warehouse, and as such provides a glimpse into the industry at the 

time it was thriving in Louisville, Kentucky.” 

 

The Nelson Distillery Warehouse is associated with the historic context developed for the Bourbon 

Whiskey distilling in Louisville, Kentucky as described in the 2014 National Register nomination 

(see Appendix A). Not only is it noted for its architectural design as a bourbon aging warehouse 

(rickhouse), but also as it relates to the development of Louisville’s prominence as a center for 

Bourbon Whiskey production and distribution.  

 

Irish Hill Neighborhood Development 

Excerpt from the Phase I Archaeological Survey of the Proposed Crossings at Irish Hill 

Development, Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky (Prybylski 2007): 

 

“The last three decades of the nineteenth century in Louisville were times of 

extensive cultural and industrial growth. During this era, a wide number of 

neighborhoods developed, including Irish Hill. Irish Hill is defined by its 

geography, its architecture, and its history. Located near the convergence of the 

south and middle forks of Beargrass Creek, the area was originally known as Billy 

Goat Hill after a local goat farm (Kleber 2001, Walfoort 1989). The area would 

later be renamed Irish Hill for the large group of Irish-Catholic immigrants that 

flocked to the region in the decades following the Great Potato Famine of the late 

1840s. The area also contained several German families as well. The neighborhood 

was first officially plotted in 1859 by John C. Hull and Benjamin Adams (Kleber 

2001, Walfoort 1989). Five years later, Ward Payne would greatly enlarge the 

community to its current boundaries. Two of the most prestigious homes built in 

the neighborhood were Valentine Schneikert's large Italianate house built in 1868, 

and Nicholas Finzer's Renaissance-Revival house, constructed in 1869 (Kleber 

2001, Walfoort 1989).  

 

Distilling was a large part of Irish Hill's industry and several large building 

complexes, including stills and warehouses, were constructed. In the early 1900s 

Kentucky Distillery, located across from the workhouse, was the largest whiskey 

warehouse in the world. Other distillers included the American Distillery Co. and 

the H.P. Pepper Distillery, owned by the Newcomb-Buchanan Co. As with all 

whiskey producers across the nation, prohibition hit the Irish Hill area hard and 

most of these companies failed to adapt. The sole exception was the Kentucky 

Alcohol Corporation, a division of the American Medicine Spirits Company, which 

produced medicinal whiskey to the lame and blind during Prohibition. With its 

close proximity to Butchertown, slaughterhouses, stockades, and stables were also 

located in the neighborhood and continued to be a part of the community's economy 

well into the 20th century.” 

 

The development of Irish Hill on the eastern edge of downtown Louisville, grew in tandem with 

the burgeoning distillery complex at the Middle Fork of Bear Grass Creek, as well as other 
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industries in the immediate area. This type of neighborhood development began to appear on urban 

edges as developers recognized the connection of placing workers in walking distance of industries 

including distilleries (Raitz 2020). Compact neighborhoods like Irish Hill emerged prior to the 

accessibility to mass transportation as workers were able to walk to their jobs. The growth of 

industrialization in urban areas coupled with an influx of immigrants created environments where 

housing was located next to industry. The housing was often simpler in design and compact in size 

(Mires and Downs 2020). The Shotgun house form fit this urban model in Louisville and is the 

common housing form in the Irish Hill neighborhood (Scherer 2007). With vernacular housing 

inhabited by working-class immigrants and industry including the Anderson-Nelson distillery site, 

Irish Hill developed as an industrial urban neighborhood. Today, the connection to the Nelson 

Distillery Warehouse is one of the remaining elements related to the Irish Hill neighborhood’s 

early development history as industrial urban form and immigrant heritage.  

 

Archaeological Significance 

Given the importance to better understand the operation of nineteenth century distilleries within 

Kentucky, the Nelson Distillery Warehouse has a high potential for containing significant 

archaeological resources. Artifact middens associated with distilling activities are likely present 

on the property, as has been demonstrated by excavations conducted on similar properties 

throughout Jefferson County and Kentucky (Prybylski 2007). 

 

 

 

Integrity and Designation Criteria Assessment 

 

Historic Integrity 

 

In evaluating the structure for historic value and the degree to which it meets the Designation 

Criteria, the structure’s Integrity must be identified and considered. The definition of Integrity in 

the Landmarks Ordinance is: “The authenticity of a structure or site’s historic integrity evidenced 

by survival of physical characteristics that existed during the structure or site’s historic or 

prehistoric period. To retain historic integrity, a structure or site must possess some of the following 

aspects: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association.” Note that 

the Integrity of a structure for the purposes of evaluation by the Landmarks Commission for 

potential designation is limited to the exterior of the structure since that is the extent of regulation 

by the Commission if designated. This building’s interior integrity was evaluated to determine 

eligibility for individual listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  

 

The following Integrity assessment is taken from the 2014 National Register Nomination. (The 

Integrity assessment of the building outlined in the 2014 National Register nomination is still valid 

as the structure has not been significantly altered since that nomination was prepared based on 

the staff site visit in October 2020).  
 

Location and Setting. The Nelson Distillery Warehouse has integrity of Location and Setting in 

that it retains occupancy of the original site. This site which gave rise to the industry for which the 

NDW was built, created the setting of the distillery. The site retains the separate free-standing 

structure on an area of land which was excavated and altered for the aging warehouse's 

Commented [MD1]: I know why you say this but I still think we 

can consider the interior in a holisitic approach to this stage of 
consideration. 

Commented [MD2]: Am I understanding the purpose of that 
sentence correctly? 
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construction. As a free-standing building, separate from the larger distilling plant, the NDW 

maintains authentic integrity nearly unaltered from the time of its constructions on .55 acres and a 

prominent position at the intersection of Payne Street and Lexington Avenue. For the integrity of 

setting and location, the building is easily recognizable as a contributing structure to the Kentucky 

bourbon whiskey industry. 

 

Materials. The building possesses a high integrity of original Materials. These include the interior 

foundations, racking, and functional components. Only interior walkway flooring boards have 

been removed and barrel racks have been removed, both of which were dimensional lumber and 

commonly replaced and moved as warehouses age. Additionally, the exterior retains a high 

integrity of original materials including original masonry walls, window and door openings with 

stone lintels, and roofing with full monitor. Original windows have been replaced, and their 

openings have been filled with other forms of sash. Together these original materials are 

recognizable to the observer of a distinct form and convey a strong connection to the design of the 

structure and its function, influenced and designed for bourbon whiskey production. 

 

Design. The property retains integrity of Design, as its current appearance is a reflection of its 

original design and function. The NDW exhibits a style influenced and designed by Kentucky 

bourbon whiskey production which is a recognizable form of the industry. The building's multi-

story warehouse plan is an impressive design which reflects the distillery's evolution and growth 

during the period prior to Prohibition. The industrial design is minimalist. Its arched roof, full 

monitor, solid masonry walls supported by pilasters, multiple window and door openings, and 

original interior racking are all part of a distinctive vocabulary of the construction, denoting a 

bourbon whiskey aging warehouse. The overall design of the building and its few alterations create 

a physical connection to the past and the skilled workmanship which gave rise to the NDW. 

 

Associations. Because the structure retains integrity of location, setting, material, and design, the 

warehouse retains integrity of important Associations with Louisville's bourbon whiskey industry. 

While being a physical connection to the first registered distillery in Kentucky, and to the largest 

Distilling Company at one period, and the largest aging warehouse yet constructed, the NDW 

mainly retains integrity of association as a form of architecture developed by an industry to store 

and age spirits. The Nelson Distillery Warehouse delivers the story of the industry to which it 

contributed for over 84 years. Its design and retention of original materials provide a rare glimpse 

into the growth and development of a once-booming industry in Louisville. It provides the ability 

to understand the functionality of the building and the process of production for which the NDW 

supported while viewing the evolution of the industry production facilities. Therefore the NDW 

structure meets the National Register's criteria for integrity and should be considered for 

preservation by the current and future owners. 
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Historic Photo showing the locations of the Nelson Distillery Warehouse and other extant 

buildings.  

 

 
Google Photo showing the locations of the Nelson Distillery Warehouse and other extant 

buildings. 
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Designation Criteria Analysis 

 

In accordance with Louisville Metro Code of Ordinances Section 32.260(O), considering the 

designation of any area, site, or structure in Louisville Metro as an Individual Landmark, the 

Commission shall apply the following criteria with respect to such structure, site, or area. An 

Individual Landmark shall possess sufficient Integrity to meet criterion (a) and one or more of the 

other criteria (b) through (e).  

 

A) Its character, interest, or value as part of the development or heritage of the city, the 

Commonwealth, or the United States. 

 

The history of bourbon distilling in Louisville is documented not only as a distribution center, but 

also as a place of bourbon production. The Nelson Distillery Warehouse is one of the remaining 

extant structures that is related to the American Distillery Complex that was located on the east 

side of downtown. This complex developed concurrently with the Irish Hill neighborhood. 

 

B) Its location as a site of a significant historic event. 

 

There are no known significant historic events associated with this property.  

 

C) Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture and 

development of the city, the commonwealth, or the nation. 

 

There is no known significant person associated with this property.  

 

D) Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen; or 

its embodiment of a significant architectural innovation; or its identification as the work of 

an architect, landscape architect, or master builder whose individual work has influenced 

the development of the city, the Commonwealth, or the nation. 

 

The Nelson Distillery Warehouse has the distinctive characteristics that are associated with 

bourbon whiskey aging and was designed specifically for that purpose. The Nelson Distillery 

Warehouse is historically distinct in its construction as a free-standing building to maximize 

ventilation and promote fire-safety, as well as innovating a new design with its clerestory roof form 

that provided functional ventilation. 

 

There is no identified history to connect this building with an architect, landscape architect, or 

master builder whose individual work has influenced the development of the city, the 

Commonwealth, or the nation. 

 

E) Its historic significance is based on its association with an underrepresented history within 

the city, the Commonwealth, or the nation and broadens our understanding of these 

underrepresented histories. 

 

In consideration of significance associated with underrepresented histories, the evaluation relates 

to inclusion and telling a comprehensive history. Census data and City Directories indicated that 
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the Irish Hill neighborhood was populated by immigrant laborers working in the burgeoning 

distilleries and other industries in the area. The urban industrial working-class neighborhood 

property type characterized by vernacular housing in close proximity to industrial buildings is a 

late-nineteenth and early twentieth century pattern of development.  

 

 Boundary Justification 

 

The property proposed for designation is located 100 Distillery Commons Dr. According to the 

Jefferson County Property Evaluation Administrator (PVA), the property (parcel number  

068F00910000) contains 1.10 acres of land. The proposed boundaries, if designated, for the Nelson 

Distillery Warehouse Individual Landmark designation area are represented on the LOJIC map 

below. The designation boundary is the entire parcel outlined with the blue line.  

 

 
LOJIC aerial showing location of the designation boundary for the Nelson Distillery 

Warehouse (blue line). 
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Appendix A: Nelson Distillery Warehouse National Register of Historic Places Registration 

Form (Whisman 2014) 
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