
From: MarySusan Abell
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Letter of objection, concrete mixing plant, case 22-DDP-0098
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 1:04:10 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Mr. Luckett. I'm writing to voice my objection to the proposed concrete plant at 13905
Aiken Rd. I understand the site has been zoned industrial for 40 years, but I do not think the
community that has built up around the site during that time was taken into consideration, nor
was the current infrastructure. Within less than a mile of the proposed plant is an elementary
school, a gathering space for adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities, a church,
and a large neighborhood of 1,400 homes. Many homes are within close proximity to the
plant.

Health hazards are a concern for the school, community center and home owners due to the
location of the plant. Concrete dust and other particulate matter from materials will be
pervasive in the air and will endanger the many residents who enjoy the area. This is of major
concern to everyone. A plant of this nature does not belong so close to an active community. 

The roads around the plant are narrow, have no shoulder and electrical poles are located within
inches of the edge of the road, and they are already heavily traveled. It's nerve wracking for
two SUVs to pass safely so I cannot imagine a concrete or semi truck attempting to pass
vehicles, much less school or TARC buses. We also already have issues with the roads
cracking and breaking from the trucks that do use the road. 

I ask that you rethink approving a permit for this plant and require the owners to build in a
truly industrial area that does not so closely border a thriving community. 

MarySusan Abell
11206 Oakhurst Road
Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:marysusan0630@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: John Abernathy
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 2:29:29 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

This is to express my opposition to a concrete plan that is being planned near my Lake Forest home.
I am very concerned about the environment issues that this presents such as dust and polluting fumes from numerous
trucks coming  in and out of this facility.

Please stop this !

Sent from my iPad
Thank you,
John Abernathy

mailto:jabernathy@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Kim Adams
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Fwd: Concrete plant
Date: Friday, September 2, 2022 3:00:08 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kim Adams <kimadams@bluegrass.net>
Date: September 1, 2022 at 3:08:13 PM EDT
To: jay.luckett@louisky.gov
Subject: Concrete plant

Mr. Luckett-Please do not allow the concrete plant to proceed. This was passed
without letting the residents of Lake Forest and surrounding areas know. How
convenient for Damon Garrett. I’m sure he would not locate a plant like this
anywhere near his family.The health implications of placing this plant right
outside of a residential area are downright dangerous. if this plant goes through
we will be faced with increased rates of cancer and serious lung issues from the
silica dust that will be in our atmosphere. I am a RN married to a cardiologist and
we have done our research on the implications of this. We plan on moving if this
goes through. A decision was made that will impact our health and we were given
absolutely no say. In addition to the horrifying health aspects there’s also the
traffic on Aiken Road. How is a school bus and concrete truck going to pass each
other safely? That is a very narrow road and this will be a lethal combination.
      I have lived in Lake Forest for 27 years. We never would’ve bought the house
if we had known that there was a potential for this disastrous plant. What is even
more horrifying is it has been built by somebody from our subdivision. Please
help us to stop this disaster. Let’s look out for 1700 families in Lake Forest,
residents of Saint Mary’s and children at Stoffer. This plant has no business being
in this community near all of these vulnerable populations.

Kim Adams
1205 Isleworth Dr
40245

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kimadams@bluegrass.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Leslie Adams
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 11:23:35 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay –
 
We are 28-year residents of Lake Forest Subdivision, and live less than 1400’ from the
Proposed Concrete Mixing Plant on Aiken Road.  We are vehemently opposed to the
building of this mixing plant in this location.  The entire process to bring this plant
Into fruition has been less than above board, which should immediately draw
Red flags to the city.
 
Although Sunshine’s newfound sense of responsibility and attempt of a "Hail Mary Pass"
should be appreciated, the following problems remain:
 
•the plant is located in a terrible location (inappropriately still zoned M-3).  Zoning should
Have been changed long ago, when Lake Forest became a neighborhood, and especially when
St. Mary’s and Stopher’s Elementary were built.
 
• the plant is within 600’ of a nearby church, near many homes with young families and small
children,
And in close proximity to St. Mary’s and Stopher Elementary
 
• the plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulates, and diesel exhaust …
Think of Erin Brockovich and the lawsuits the city will be facing.  Several lawyers live in Lake
Forest,
and would be more than happy to start a class action suit.
• the plant will require unstable heavy trucks to hurriedly navigate narrow, windy roads
without stoplights or immediate access to highways.  Aiken Road is already a nightmare to
travel (something we must deal
With every day, several times a day).  It has many blind spots and, I pray, an accident will not
happen – but
Given the size of the trucks, school buses, etc., I fear it would be inevitable.  Would you want
your children or family driving on this road?
 
• the plant will cause traffic and congestion throughout the area – which is already
compounded with

mailto:leslie@lapromotions.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Issues because of the lack of stop lights and the size of the roads
 
•the plant will cause polluted storm water run-off from the plant and nearby roads – we
already face
Water issues coming from Aiken Road – this will only acerbate the problem
 
• the plant will be operational 24/7 – We have dealt with the Quarry blasts for 28 years, we do
not
Need to hear the Trucks and the sounds of a concrete plant all day and night.
 
• the plant will reduce our PROPERTY VALUES – Would you like to buy my house now?
Put yourself in our homes – would you want to raise your children located so close to a
Concrete mixing plant?
 
My Address is:
1215 Winding Creek Pl
Louisville, KY 40245

 
I would also like to request to receive any future notices pertaining to this case.
 
 
In a World where you can be anything – be Kind! – the crew at L.A. Promotions
 

 

Leslie Adams

 
 
 
 





From: Andrej Ajanovic
To: Luckett, Jay P; Hamilton, Rachael; Liu, Emily
Cc: Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 15, 2022 3:06:34 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity ), but it is still too close to a large residential area, church, center for adults
with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access
to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary
and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile
from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken
along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that

mailto:a0ajanovic@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov


document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs and our overall health.
Thank you very much for your time. 

Sincerely,

Andrej and Sandra Ajanovic

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/JlgXCjRg5DIP5OMLCWJqSb?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/E1HxCkRjBEI1Ww6VTV1LJX?domain=wfpl.org/


From: brucenedna@aol.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: kim@lakeforestky.com; smiller@lakeforestgolf.com
Subject: Proposed Concrete Plant at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 2:32:21 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr Luckett,

My wife and I were very disturbed to hear about the plans for this concrete plant and this specific location.
This kind of facility this near to our very nice community and in close proximity to a public school, Stopher
Elementary School. Add to  this, the fact that this proposed facility will be operated 24/7 and you have an
unreal situation as to how this could have ever legitimately been passed the zoning board. We have lived
in many cities in the US and have never seen this kind of proposal allowed anywhere near the type of
community this facility would this close. The pollution from this facility will be felt around the neighborhood
and elementary school. The traffic implications will also be severe. The elementary school already has
long back up lines and at the beginning and end of each school day and for all special activities held at
the school. There is also a major problem with the width of Aiken road and this location and for a good
distance up and down both directions on Aiken. Additionally, this long section of Aiken is narrow, does not
have a paved shoulder and has tight turns where these large cement trucks will meet school buses
loaded with our children. The lack of having proper shoulder width will see the sides of the road to be
crushed very soon making the drive more hazardous.  Frankly this road is very dangerous now with the
current traffic conditions. Additionally with a 24/7 facility the night driving will become a real horror due to
lack of proper lighting. We also believe these trucks will take an obvious shortcut through the heart of the
lovely community that is Lake Forest. It is really a question of what will be the most hazardous to the
health of the people living near this facility, the pollution of our air or the danger we will face from the
roads? Please try everything you can to ensure this atrocity is not allowed to take place. 

Thanks very much for your time. 

Bruce and Edna Albertson
2108 Club Vista Place
Louisville, 40245

mailto:brucenedna@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:kim@lakeforestky.com
mailto:smiller@lakeforestgolf.com


From: Lynn Allen
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: mike.king@louisville.gov; Anthony Piagentini
Subject: case # 22-DDP-0098
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:30:01 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
I am writing about the above referenced case- concrete plant proposed at 13905 Aiken Road. I am opposed to having
a concrete plant located there. This is no place for a facility like this. The road cannot handle the traffic that would
come with having the plant there. In addition, the noise and air pollution will be detrimental to the surrounding area,
which includes residential neighborhoods and an elementary school and a facility for mentally handicapped
individuals!
Please stop this plant from preceding.
Much thanks,
Lynn Allen
1503 Arnold Palmer Blvd
Louisville Ky 40245

mailto:lynn.allen@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:mike.king@louisville.gov
mailto:anthony.piagentini@louisville.gov


From: Alvarez, Alex
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Alex Alvarez - General
Subject: Opposition to Concrete Plant construction in my Neighborhood
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:30:18 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi, my name is Alejandro Alvarez and I am a long term resident of 15306 Champion Lakes Place, Louisville 40245.
I am sending this note to voice my opposition to the construction of a concrete plant in my neighborhood for the
following reasons:
1) Health impact of the fugitive dust and other emissions that will leave the facility. Dust pollution of an open
manufacturing process like cement is unavoidable and there is ample evidence of dust’s negative impact on the
health of the communities affected by it.
2) Not required infrastructure- the road for this facility and the road system that supports it, was not designed for this
level of high load, industrial traffic. Bush Farm, Eiken and North English roads are already congested with the
increased development of the area and the railroad crossing makes it very difficult to navigate in the area.
3) Impact to property values- our neighborhood is a residential, light commercial area with very limited (and
isolated) manufacturing. The construction of a heavy processing facility that has fugitive dust and emissions will
negatively impact the value of our neighborhoods.

I please ask you to decline the construction and environmental permits for this business.

Alejandro Alvarez.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:alex_alvarez@b-f.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:aa.alvarez.2349@gmail.com


From: Damon Amlung
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 12, 2022 1:55:19 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Metro Planning Board,

 
Our names are Kim and Damon Amlung and we live on Hidden Hill Court in the Lake
Forest neighborhood. We are among the closest residential neighbors impacted by
the concrete batch plant that is proposed for 13905 Aiken Road. Our home is about
800 feet from the entrance to the proposed facility.
 
We have 3 children under the age of 8 and they play outside daily with the 15 other
children who live on our cul-de-sac. We are concerned about the increased air
pollution, dust, and particulate matter when the proposed plant is operational and the
long-term effects on our family’s health and health of the families that live near us.
Particulate matter from concrete plants is linked to serious health conditions, including
reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, bronchitis, heart
disease, and cancer. In addition, the diesel exhaust from several idling concrete
trucks multiple times a day will add to the increased air pollution close to our homes.
 
Noise pollution and how it may impact the quality of life for us and for our neighbors is
also a concern.  Concrete production is a very noisy operation. On top of backup
alarms and other vehicular noise, the materials colliding with each other and the
machinery during mixing and the finished batches of concrete discharging from the
hopper into the concrete trucks will be sources of loud and harsh noise. Given the
early morning hours of operation anticipated for the concrete plant and its continued
operation throughout the day, we are concerned with how plant operation will impact
our family’s sleep and the continued nuisance noise emanating from the plant.
 
We are calling on our Councilman Anthony Piagentini to sponsor a moratorium on
Aiken Road land development east of I-265 so that a land use study can be
conducted. There is prior precedent to the city initiating a land use study to examine
whether or not current zoning remains appropriate for an area. In 2017, a concrete
batch plant of similar size was proposed for construction on land zoned M-3 near
Lexington Road, but it was never approved or constructed due to a moratorium
halting development-related activity on Lexington Road passed by Metro Council.
This is case number 17DEVPLAN1058 and is searchable on the Metro Planning and
Design database. In that instance, adjacent areas had changed significantly in the
years following the initial zoning of property and residential areas were developed
adjacent to the M-3 property. This is very similar to our situation as the initial zoning

mailto:damlung12@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov


of the Aiken Road property occurred in the 1980’s well before the Lake Forest
subdivision was constructed. Stopher Elementary, located about a half mile away,
had also not been built and will also be negatively impacted by this development.
Because of the changes over several decades, the current M-3 zoning designation is
no longer appropriate or compatible with this area.
 
We ask that you please take all this information into consideration during the
upcoming planning hearing. For the health and safety of the neighborhood directly
across the street from the proposed plant and the children of Stopher Elementary a
little further down the road, we formally request that the application to build a concrete
plant at 13905 Aiken Road be denied.
 
 
Thank You,
 
Kim and Damon Amlung
1101 Hidden Hill Court
 

https://www.wave3.com/story/35214006/neighbors-oppose-proposed-concrete-plant-in-irish-hill/

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/3g-0CADXW4I27vGoHGjgkY?domain=wave3.com/


From: ROBIN ANDERSON
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Fwd: Case 22-DDP-0098. Concrete mixing plant
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 2:51:43 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: ROBIN ANDERSON <rrraaa2345@yahoo.com>
Date: September 6, 2022 at 11:18:34 AM EDT
To: jay.luckett@ky.gov
Subject: Case 22-DDP-0098. Concrete mixing plant

Dear Mr. Luckett,

I am writing in regards to the case of the concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Road.
Case # 23-DDP-0097.

As I drove by 13905 Aiken the other day I was thinking about all of the
businesses that would be affected as well as our neighborhood (Lake Forest)!
 That is a small 2 lane road with a church, day care, school, and several homes
that would be impacted by this!   Although to you it may show development
without know or thinking of the risk involved to children and adults alike!  My
father drove for a concrete company years ago for a small time but list all the dirt,
sludge, rock, film, and air pollutants.  The noise and amount of vehicles coming
and going down Aiken!  The amount of pollution to one of the fasted growing
areas in Middletown!  As a person with recently diagnosed lung issues I pray and
hope you will do what is right for all of us having to breathe toxins and live and
die from those results!  The effects of this is so harmful that the wide spread dust
from this as it enters the lungs who knows what the final effect will be.   
I hope you really consider the well being of employees, children and families who
live around Aiken and only wants what is best.  We try to keep our neighborhood
looking beautiful and with the dirt and dust from this is only fuel for toxins that
we breathe.   Please again take into consideration EVERYONE who will be
effected and please stop this from happening so close to children and families!   I
hope you really consider ALL the impact it has on all of us!    Thank you for
reading and I hope you consider all the facts involved!   Robin Anderson. 502-
435-8323.   (Lake Forest resident who just moved here last year)

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rrraaa2345@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Sent from my iPhone



From: Debi Anderson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2022 9:30:25 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design,

As a close resident to the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-
DDP-0098), I am writing to voice my opposition. While the amended plan does reduce the
size and hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the
original plan), LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant

mailto:debi_anderson@me.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


and nearby roads into Lake Forest
Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value
of our homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

DO THE RIGHT THING AND DENY THIS APPLICATION . My family lives in Lake
Forest and I cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when
we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

Debi Anderson 
Lake Forest resident 



From: Paul Andriot
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:33:14 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

As a LF resident I ask that you deny the concrete plant its plans to build on Aiken Road. This
is too close to a residential area while there are so many other locations in a
commercial/industrial setting that would be a more suitable fit. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Paul Andriot
1411 Arnold Palmer Blvd. 

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more
useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out
more Click Here.

mailto:pandriot@DRIVIEW.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bvThC2kq2VfOmlloInIDMb?domain=mimecast.com


From: Tj Archie
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Lake Forest CONCRETE PLANT comment
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 3:13:06 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Thanks for the opportunity to comment on the concrete plant near my cmunity. I have
lived near a plant similar to the one being built and my concern is the dust. The dust, was
ubiquitous, and negatively affected my and my families health as it was everywhere. 

That dust, a kind of air pollution called particulate matter that can penetrate deep into the
lungs, this is just one part of the problem that concrete batch plants present. 

The pollutants are not the only concern, additional concerns are grants that the city could
give them allowing heavy diesel trucks to line up as early as 2 a.m. to idle noisily on
local streets outside my community as they waiting to pick up as many as 150 loads
every day, emitting even more pollutants like black carbon and nitrogen dioxide. These
trucks will tear up yards, drainage ditches and other infrastructure governments have to
repair. Even attempts to water down the dust will end up creating an ugly muddy slurry
that tracks all over the community. 

That’s why, you should help us keep these plants out of our communities. They should
be built and maintained in an industrial area not my housing community that i have
investedy life's savings and life's wo

mailto:tjarchie78241@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Hailey Armstrong
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: CONCRETE PLANT - Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 7:26:52 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning Mr. Luckett,

I am writing to request you DENY any version of the concrete plant planned for 13905 Aiken Road. The hazards of
a concrete plant so close to any neighborhood are obvious.

The dust and particulates, which are known to cause cancer and lung issues, are a threat to all in the neighborhood, especially
the hundreds of children living and attending school in the area. In addition, this plant would be an immediate threat to
wildlife, damage roads and sewage infrastructure, and lower residential property values. The increased traffic of heavy
construction vehicles endangers families traveling those VERY narrow, winding roads. This concrete plant will cost our
families our lives.

The zoning of this area is SO obviously flawed. There are plenty of areas away from neighborhoods where such a plant could
be built. 

I live in the neighborhood and am willing to go to any civil or litigious end to prevent this dangerous situation. I hope we can
count on you to DENY any version of this concrete plan.

Thank you
Hailey Armstrong 

mailto:haileyearmstrong@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Mark Atwell
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 11:57:22 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,
I am writing to express my extreme objection to permitting this concrete plant (at 13905 Aiken
Rd). 

The Plant is adjacent to one of Louisville's premier neighborhoods (Lake Forest), St Mary's
Center (for developmentally disable adults), Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, and Stopher
Elementary School. The Plant will cause heavy truck traffic on Aiken Rd, a minimally wide 2-
lane that already sees school buses and neighborhood traffic. It will be an eyesore and cause
light pollution and noise pollution. The biggest threat is the threat of PM10 and PM2.5
emissions that are well known to cause respiratory and pulmonary long term illnesses. 

The health effects of this Plant are directly addressed in the Louisville Plan 2040 CHASE
principles. The location of a Concrete Plant near the above mentioned facilities is the exact
opposite of the Healthy city envisioned in Plan 2040. 

Please deny the application.

Respectfully,
Mark Atwell
11315 Oakhurst Rd, Louisville, KY 40245
502-419-0503

mailto:sdrtha@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Brian Baker
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 7:47:22 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I have recently discovered that there is a proposed concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Road. 

As a concerned neighbor and parent of child at a nearby elementary, I would like to voice my
concerns about adding this type of property to the area.

1. This plant would be adjacent to hundreds of homes and an elementary school. The dust,
noise and pollution from heavy machinery will impact health and safety. Concrete batch plants
produce particulate matter which is linked to serious health conditions, including reduced lung
development in children, higher rates of asthma, bronchitis, heart disease and cancer.
Reference: https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2020/08/19/houston-air-pollution-breathe-
concrete-plants-TCEQ

2. Aiken road is narrow and has blind turns with electric polls very close to the road in that
area and the large trucks would cause great risk for BAD accidents. Many families use Aiken
road to pickup their children from the nearby elementary school.

Please reconsider allowing this plant to reside in this area.  This is not the place for this kind of
facility. This area has grown into a large residential area and has changed dramatically since
that lot was zoned for m-3 in 1982.

Respectfully,
Brian 

mailto:brianbaker@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/lqUHCNkKX4fX1PjycmknzS?domain=kinder.rice.edu
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From: Mary Bale
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: rachel.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov; Kirchdorfer, Robert; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 6:04:06 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning and Design-

I cannot begin to understand how approval was ever granted for the development of this concrete mixing plant. Who
would ever think that this was a good idea? A heavy industrial plant of this type in the middle of a neighborhood not
to mention down the street from  an elementary school, a church and a center for adults with disabilities? Did
anyone consider the air quality, the dust, particulate matter, the diesel exhaust? And the traffic? And the noise? And
the fact that no one was properly informed? Seems very sneaky like all involved knew this was a bad idea.  My
husband and I are extremely disappointed in what has transpired to date.  The revision is still not acceptable. Please
make the right decision.

Sincerely,

Mary Bale
Lake Forest Resident

mailto:mebale@att.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:rachel.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
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From: Anupa Harjani
To: Luckett, Jay P; Hamilton, Rachael
Cc: Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22- DDP- 0098- 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 3:34:41 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of a child attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying
citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application. T

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be. Zero consideration has been taken into all those that will be affected by this plant. 

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT). Stopher Elementary is less than 1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphic, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER

mailto:anupa_harjani@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us


HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My daughter is in second grade at Stopher. I
cannot imagine living everyday wondering if her bus is going to make it to/from school
without an accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering
what is happening to her lungs when she is playing on the playground at school. DO. THE.
RIGHT. THING.

As a concerned citizen and parent, I will say it again, do not approve this plan! There is a lot at
stake here. 

Sincerely,

Anupa Ballard 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/BAL2C1wpERU5wVnMtL7J9Q?domain=wfpl.org/


Sent from my iPhone



From: Ryan Band
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Liu, Emily; Harris, Marilyn S.; Howard, Jeffrey; Hamilton, Rachael
Subject: 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 12:43:55 PM
Attachments: Screen Shot 2022-09-08 at 12.37.27 PM.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To Whom it May Concern;

I’m writing to share my concerns over a proposed concrete mixing plant at 13905 Aiken Road.  As a homebuilder, I took the Kentucky Occupational Safety
and Health Program's (KYOSH) required Silica Dust Awareness Training class at the Building Industry Association of Greater Louisville.  After learning
about the very serious health risks of silica dust exposure I took immediate action to protect myself, my employees and my trade partners.  I’m writing you
to ask for your help in protecting my children from the same threat.  

My children are elementary school students at Stopher Elementary School.  The proposed concrete mixing plant at 13905 Aiken Road is just 1,500 feet away
from the playground where my children and their friends play everyday during recess.  The air quality in the area is already compromised because of the
large existing stone and concrete plants just 2,500 feet away from the proposed concrete mixing plant.  Please take immediate action to protect my children
and their classmates, as well as all of those who live and work in the area, from silica dust and other pollutants by rejecting the application for the concrete
plant at 13905 Aiken Road.  

Sincerely,

Ryan Band
President at Unbridled Homes

A 804 Stone Creek Pkwy - Ste 5 - Louisville, KY 40223 P
(502) 203-1899 Ext. 6 M (502) 233-2506 E
ryan@unbridledhomes.com W UnbridledHomes.com 
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From: Carolyn
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: concrete plant
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 12:03:22 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Sir

I am writing to you to express my sincere opposition  to the proposed concrete plant
at the location on Aiken Road. This road is already a mess insomuch as it is too
narrow for the type of traffic it already receives. With the existing business load and
school buses, this road was not designed to handle the type of vehicles and traffic
load it already is encountering. The addition of large concrete trucks will probably
make this road virtually impassable.

The biggest concern I have involves the way this plant was approved without any
input from the neighborhood which will be affected by this type of business. I believe
the belated meeting held at the church on Aiken, with the large number of residents
in attendance, proves there is a tremendous amount of objection to the proposed
business.

The most significant concern has to be the expected level of pollution that will
be virtually impossible to contain and prevent from spreading throughout the
neighborhood. Since there are lots of families with little children, and many elder
residents who cannot tolerate the dust and pollutants which will be emitted, it seems
unconscionable that this type of business can be allowed this close to a neighborhood
as large as Lake Forest.

I hope you and your committee will give serious consideration to denying this proposed
plant from operating in the community. Surely, there is some area in the county which
would not have such a negative effect so many households.

Thank you
Wayne Barnes

mailto:zakatak3@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: ken barr
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Fwd: Concrete
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 10:14:45 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Please add my email on details of the proposed concrete plant that I oppose .

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: John R. Frerman <jrfrerman@yahoo.com>
Date: Thu, Sep 1, 2022 at 10:02 AM
Subject: Re: Concrete
To: Scott Haner <srhaner57@gmail.com>, KC Crahan <kc@crahanwealthmanagement.com>,
Steve Lineweaver <steve.lineweaver@gmail.com>, Ken Barr <barrkenn11@gmail.com>,
Mike McCaulley <zirmike11@gmail.com>, steve <stevehubbs@bellsouth.net>,
danhosch528@hotmail.com <danhosch528@hotmail.com>

Email sent to the Case Manager at Metro Gov.  Use as you see fit...

From: John R. Frerman <jrfrerman@yahoo.com>
To: Jay.Luckett@LouisvilleKy.gov <jay.luckett@louisvilleky.gov>
Cc: Peggy Frerman <pkf04@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 1, 2022 at 09:52:27 AM EDT
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road.

Jay, I and many of my neighbors are alarmed how this was rushed through the approval processes 
with no notification nor involvement by the community. It is a horrible idea in every aspect.

I won't go into the details in this writing as to what all has been wrong about this process, Aiken 
Road deficiencies AND the design, but it is all over social media and easily found. I do have pages 
and pages of information if you can't find it.

We also are against the "downsized" design recently submitted. Even this design emits incredible 
environmental damage and pits Concrete Truck against School Bus on a bad road many times a 
day. Once built it could easily be expanded to full size. 

Please add me to any mailing list on this Concrete Plant.

mailto:barrkenn11@gmail.com
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John R. Frerman
Home (502) 244-6888
Cell    (502) 744-6888

-------- Original message --------
From: "John R. Frerman" <jrfrerman@yahoo.com>
Date: 8/31/22 12:05 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: KC Crahan <kc@crahanwealthmanagement.com>, steve <stevehubbs@bellsouth.net>, Ken Barr
<barrkenn11@gmail.com>, danhosch528@hotmail.com
Cc: Scott Haner <srhaner57@gmail.com>, Peggy Frerman <pkf04@yahoo.com>
Subject: Fw: Concrete

Neighbors,

I have been following the developments on the "bum's rush" we are getting on the Aiken Road concrete
plant.  There is a passionate three-hour protest meeting available on FB Lake Forest Friends.

I know a lot of you have dropped out of FB and may not be aware of what has been happening.  I strongly
encourage you to re-engage on this issue through social media sites; the only places reporting on it.

As of this writing all of you are in the Zone 3 danger zone.  Scott and I are just out of it (not that that
matters). 

When asked if APCB was going to install monitoring stations here they said there are no plans at
this time.
When asked where the nearest monitoring station is they said Cannons Lane.  CANNONS 

mailto:jrfrerman@yahoo.com
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From: Linda Bayes
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:10:56 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

September 20, 2022

RE: Concrete Plant Proposals - 13905 Aiken Road

To all Whom this concerns:

My family bought a beautiful home February of 2022 located at 11100 Oakhurst Rd,
Louisville, KY 40245. (That’s tier 1)  How exciting! Our own home with a backyard for our
dogs and grandkids!
And what a great investment! A beautiful neighborhood where an increase in our investment
should be a sure thing over the years. This will also be great for our asthma. 

Oh wait, nope someone decides they want money over health and safety of my family. And
what does the city, state and local government care? 
Industry over health!!! Your mantra will take years off our lives. 
While making our lives and our breathing miserable. 
And lying about telling us this was coming is another unforgivable act. 

If we are lucky enough to not be one of the astronomical statistics of maim or death from the
added heavy equipment on tiny roads that according to the speed limit signs prove they are
residential roads, not heavy equipment lining up and running the diesel in my yard is the least
of the chemicals, dust and debris floating into my yard home and lungs.

We can figure in another 10 minutes a day driving because if this it adds 36,500 minutes of
travel over just ten years, per person, add that to the thousands of drivers, astronomical. That’s
financially irresponsible right there. 

How stupid is the fact that your sensor to say if my air is breathable is closer to a different
state then it is to this air and land death plant being built right across the residential road?
~~for profit over human health and just simple humanity. 

My home in Florida can be destroyed by a hurricane yet my move to kentucky is so much
more dangerous to our health and lives. Had I known about this my family would never have
put every penny we’ve saved for a quarter of a century into a home that will kill us much
faster. Not seeing our grandkids graduate, get married and not being healthy enough to spend
our retirement years traveling is your fault. 

I want my concerns and resistance to this horror in the record. 

I really hope you can sleep at night,

mailto:lindarbayes@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Linda Bayes



From: BRAD BEANBLOSSOM
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Opposed to CONCRETE PLANT on Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 1:36:35 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,
My wife and I live in Lake Forest less than a 1/2 mile from the newly proposed concrete plant on Aiken Road and
we are angrily opposed to this plant being built so close to our home.
My wife has health issues that the dust and pollution will only make worse.  The dust on our homes will only cause
more home maintenance and costs we have not planned into our budget.  The building of this plant will only cause
the devaluation of our property due to the news it is already getting plus all of the pollution, dust and noise from the
trucks right across the street from our home.  I am sure you would not want a plant like this built right across the
street from your home with noisy dump trucks entering and exiting all day and dust covering both the inside and
outside of  your home.
The building of this plant simply goes against the CHASE Principles of Plan 2040.  The Plant does not meet the
principles of  connected, HEALTHY, EQUITABLE, AUTHENTIC or sustainable from PLAN 2040 and this plant
needs to go away. 
The environmental issues due to VOC’s dust, noise, traffic, Diesel engines etc are unacceptable for the following
reasons:
150+ special needs kids at St Mary’s Center less than a 1/2 mile away,
770+ students at Stopher Elementary 1/2 mile away,
200+ homes within 1/2 mile of the proposed plant.
Our government is failing us just like Joe Biden and all of the liberals that are shady trying to get things passed
under the radar.  This crap is simply unacceptable.  We are tired of bad liberal woke government.
Stop this plant now.
Last, I’m sure you don’t want a plant like this right across the street from your house do you?  Walk in someone
else’s shoes for once. 

Brad Beanblossom
1115 Glenlake Way
40245

mailto:bradbeanblossom@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Anne Bennett
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2022 6:54:14 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To the case manager,
Please do not grant the permit for this concrete plant on Aiken Rd. It is within a 1/2 mile of St.Mary’s Center and
Stopher Elementary with almost a 1000 children in attendance. Also the 200 homes in the area.
We are all concerned about the environmental issues due to VOC’s, dust, noise, traffic, diesel engines.
There is 17 acres for sale or lease on Avoca which is closer to the expressway and wouldn’t impact the residents or
schools. The concrete plant should have done more do diligence. Please do not give them a permit.
Anne Bennett

Sent from my iPhone
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL This communication and any accompanying documents are confidential and
privileged. They are intended for the sole use of the addressee. If you receive this transmission in error, you are
advised that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance upon this communication is
strictly prohibited. Moreover, any such disclosure shall not compromise or waive the, accountant-client, or other
privileges as to this communication or otherwise. If you have received this communication in error, please contact
me at the above email address. Thank you.

mailto:anne@bennettcpas.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Elizabeth Bernardi
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant, Case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 2:26:30 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Puckett,
I am a resident of Lake Forest and amy very upset about this proposed site.  This will
negatively impact the wellness of the neighborhood, not to mention the traffic.  Aiken Road
has two entrances to our neighborhood as well as Stopher Elementary just down the road.  The
road is already crowded and does not have shoulders for wide vehicles.  Further Old Henry
Road is an outlet to this road and it is overloaded as well.   The school buses for the bus
compound and the elementary school use Aiken constantly.  This is a dangerous situation that
is going to be made worse.  God help the city if your decisions cost kids lives.  
Elizabeth Bernardi

mailto:eprattbernardi@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Kevin L. Black
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Aiken Rd. Concrete Plant Concerns
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:14:24 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I write to you as another concerned citizen about the concrete plant that was
approved for construction on Aiken Rd. No doubt you are now aware of the concerns
of the residents of the area. The plant is directly adjacent to a large residential area
and more importantly a JCPS elementary school. The road into this area is narrow,
curvy, and barely accommodates passenger vehicles. While this area is apparently
zoned as industrial, there are currently no other entrances to businesses on this road
and certainly none that require the size of trucks or create the sort of environmental
and safety hazards this plant will. 

The location is nestled between a special needs adult day care, a church, a school,
and across the street from a 1700 home neighborhood. Trucks entering and leaving
this site would have to pass by a school, a 20 year old section of Lake Forest, a
newer subdivision of Lake Forest, a daycare center, a new commercial area with
hotels and restaurants, as well as the entrance to a brand new area with a planned
grocery store, multiple large apartment complexes, car dealerships, and presumably
restaurants (if the planners of this city have any foresight). The quarry cited as
rebuttal to the area not being appropriate for industry has an entrance miles away
from this area on the other side of the Snyder Expressway and is not a valid
argument. If that is the argument to be made, then put the plant on the other side
where there are already a large number of logistics and warehouse companies and
existing industrial traffic.

The environmental concerns of those living in this area should also be considered. I
am not directly "downwind" of this plant, but can understand the helplessness of
those in the area when every available study on concrete plants indicate they should
not be constructed within miles of residences. Here we are talking a few hundred feet.
A berm and "scubbers" which are monitored by the plant itself will do little to assuage
any fears regarding cancers and diseases which will only manifest themselves years
from now. The reduced size of the new plan does nothing to address this or any other
issue. I guess we should all be appreciative of "a little less cancer"?

Regardless of the current zoning of the area, I feel it is the responsibility of the city
planning department to monitor the changes in the usage of property around the city
and ensure that they are making appropriate decisions to promote the right growth for
the residents of the area. In this case, the city has wholly failed this community. The
planning commission continues to allow multiple housing developments and

mailto:kevin_black@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


apartment complexes to be built off the Old Henry corridor. Clearly the expectation is
for the area to be residential and light commercial to support the existing and new
residents of the area. The development that's been encouraged here does not coexist
with a concrete plant. 

Additionally, I am appalled at the lack of communication about this project to the
citizens of the area. There is no acceptable explanation how in 2022 the residents
find out about public hearings on a project of this impact AFTER the meetings occur.
To quote Jeff Brown on the DRC: "I'm a little surprised, I don't think there's anyone
here speaking in opposition. I'm surprised that Lake Forest didn't have concerns with
fugitive dust." Nobody stopped to ask why that might be the case. The only
explanation I have is intentional coverup in order to get construction started.

I expect better from the city. I expect better of the planning department. Please reject
the permitting of this plant and suggest they make alternate plans in another location.

Thank you for your time. Sincerely,

Kevin L. Black
15320 Champion Lakes Pl.
Louisville, KY  40245



From: Lindsey Blandford
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22- DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 9:44:11 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Jay Luckett,
I am a resident of Lake Forest and have a first grader that attends Stopher
Elementary. This batch plant is very concerning not only for my family but the many
families that will be affected by it. This plant should not be located so close to a
neighborhood, church, or Stopher Elementary School & Early Childhood Education
Center. 

The safety and health of our neighborhood and children should matter. We should not
be exposed to the pollution that this batch plant will bring. Stopher elementary is less
than a mile from this proposed concrete batch plant. The health impacts of this plant
will be profound on our community.

A few more of my concerns are the following:
-Odor
-Pollution of Air Quality that our children will be in all day. Particulate matter can
penetrate deep into the lungs, a huge problem with a concrete batch plant. Particulate
matter is linked to serious health issues including reduced lung development in
children, higher rates of asthma, bronchitis, heart disease, and cancer. 
-Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are also a problem at concrete batch plants.
VOCs can irritate the eyes and respiratory system and cause shortness of breath,
headaches, fatigue, skin problems and impair the memory. Higher concentrations of
VOCs can damage the liver, kidney and brain.
-Traffic Safety Concerns : this area is already congested with high traffic patterns- this
will make coming/going to the school a hazard for cars, walkers and bikers as well for
the surrounding neighborhoods. Aiken road is very narrow and already we are seeing
issues with congestion and large trucks driving over the speed limit and not staying in
their lanes.
- Hundreds of Noisy trucks waiting to be filled daily emitting even more pollution like
black carbon and nitrogen dioxide. These trucks will tear up yards, drainage ditches
and other infrastructure the City of Louisville will have to repair.

At one time this area may have been appropriate to be zoned as industrial. As time and our
community has evolved into one of the premier subdivision in Louisville along side of one of
JCPS’s outstanding elementary schools the rezone should have already happened. Our
community deserves our health and safety. We deserve the City of Louisville to support our
health concerns and fears we have for our children. A berm will not protect us or block the
view of what will put our health at jeopardy. A high tech filtration air cleaning system looks
good on paper but in reality will fail. I hate to think that is what my family and many others

mailto:lindseyblandford@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


have to rely on. 
This will destroy our area for many generations to come. 

Lindsey Blandford 

Sent from my iPhone



From: Andi Blandford
To: Luckett, Jay P; Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert;

Piagentini, Anthony B.; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:41:31 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098).

My husband and our 3 and 4 year old sons live unfortunately close to the proposed site for this
plant. We purchased our home 3 years ago with the joy and excitement of this being our
forever home where our boys would get to grow up safely in this wonderful neighborhood. It
was so disheartening to learn of this plant and its detrimental effects on the air quality and then
to make matters worse, our 4 year old was just diagnosed with severe environmental allergies
and asthma. You can only imagine how devastating it has been to learn that if this plant is
approved, we will have put our son in the absolute worst location possible for his health and
safety. Please, we beg of you, do what is right to protect our children. Please preserve the
safety of being able to raise our children in our forever home, and not feet away from a plant
that will jeopardize our sons air quality and ability to breathe. 

 This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional precautions
added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is
STILL TOO CLOSE to  a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and
an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and
many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner,
Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

mailto:andiblandford@gmail.com
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The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate
access to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher
Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken,
less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting
the value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so
much about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in
that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact
this concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening
elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from
APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD
IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/h1o6CyPA7Ysk4X5PcZ3etI?domain=cancer.org


https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our
backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

Andi Blandford

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/QdtTCADXW4I2R6AKI9Rxhh?domain=wfpl.org


From: Amy Boarman
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 3:50:15 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905
Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with
additional precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT
BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and
an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro
Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer
disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original
application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this
board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do
NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant
to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has
been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one
home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE
SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more
info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate
a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road
are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are
also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks
cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR.
That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby
roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our
homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to
go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY
not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

mailto:boarman@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during
review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5)
pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this
company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are
designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain
types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be
easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes
swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the particulate
matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children,
including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and
cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and
life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant
could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar
concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING
THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT
LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE.
RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/qBTVCJ6Kz5s5LLY5CVuikn?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/iX3ZCKr7z4hmxxnmCvazEy?domain=wfpl.org/




Thank you for understanding,
Amy Boarman
Lake Forest resident 

Sent from my iPhone



From: Don Bognanno
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Fwd: Concrete Plant - Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 3:29:54 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Jay - see below. I had mis-typed the email address. 

Thanks

Don

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Don Bognanno <dfbognanno123@gmail.com>
Date: September 26, 2022 at 10:53:30 AM EDT
To: jay.lockett@louisvilleky.gov
Subject: Concrete Plant - Aiken Road

Hi Jay,

I wanted to express my strong opposition to the placement of the concrete plant at
13905 Aiken Road. The plant would be inappropriately located near a
neighborhood (Lake Forest), other single family homes, a church, a gymnastics
academy, and an elementary school (Stopher). The air borne hazards, noise
pollution, and increase to heavy machinery traffic should not be located near this
residential community as it is unhealthy and unsafe. 

Thank you,

Don Bognanno (Lake Forest resident/Stopher Parent). 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dfbognanno123@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Bognanno, Sarah (S.L.)
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Road Concrete Plant Public Comment
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:22:43 PM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Jay,
 
I am a resident of the Lake Forest neighborhood in Jefferson County and am reaching out with
concerns I have on the proposed Concrete Plant at 13905 Aiken Road. I am concerned about the
following:

Increased traffic of LARGE cement and industrial trucks on Aiken Road and through the
neighborhood. Aiken road is not equipped from an infrastructure perspective to handle the
amount of trucks that would result from this plant being built.
Air pollution with close proximity to homes and schools (Stopher Elementary and St. Mary’s)-
while there may not be a current law prohibiting the location of a concrete plant within such
close proximity to a neighborhood and schools, common sense and general welfare of
children would warrant the Committee pause and consider the impact this plant will have on
the directly surrounding homes/businesses and schools. Just because something is technically
legal does not mean it is the right thing to do.
Notice Issue – concerns have been raised that notice was not given to landowners per the
permitting process.

 
As a concerned neighbor, parent and citizen, I ask that the committee NOT approve the permit for
this concrete plant. Thank you.
 
Sarah Bognanno
US & Canada Domestic Relocation and UAW Moving Allowance
Ford Motor Company
sbognann@ford.com
 
Have an International Service or U.S./Canada Domestic Relocation question? Ask the mobility expert!   
                      
Weichert Workforce Mobility Talent Mobility Advisor (TMA) | 1 (630) 324-3977| Ford@weichertwm.com
 

mailto:sbognann@ford.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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From: Lewis Borders
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: proposed concrete plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:13:54 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,

Regarding the proposed concrete plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road, would you consider
mandating that all of their truck traffic only be allowed via Aiken Rd and English Station Rd
— and to not allow trucks to use Bush Farm Rd and Old Henry Rd.  I am very concerned
about concrete trucks traveling behind my house along Aiken Rd. and then turning left on
Bush Farm Rd.  There is already an inordinate amount of traffic at the Aiken and Bush Farm
Rd. Intersection from all of the recent home development.  I think adding all of these trucks at
this intersection would be dangerous and Aiken is not wide enough and is too curvy to
accommodate concrete trucks traveling adjacent to the Lake Forest neighborhood.  Thanks for
your consideration, much appreciated.

Best,

Lewis Borders
2311 Claymore Circle
Louisville, Kentucky 40245
Cell: 502-905-7885
lborders.commercial@gmail.com
borderslewis@gmail.com

mailto:borderslewis@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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From: Sarah Bormann
To: Piagentini, Anthony B.; Liu, Emily; Luckett, Jay P; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; john@bardlaw.net;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Hamilton, Rachael; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 19, 2022 8:27:10 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood, parent of a child attending nearby
Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design
to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access
to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary
and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile
from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken
along with buses).
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Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects.

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and my daughter
is in first grade at Stopher. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering if her bus is going to
make it to/from school without an accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to her lungs when she is playing in our backyard or on
the playground at school. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/gCKICmZ08JFD23VqcGsE_V?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/kgWLCn5m7KCj524VIJDkoV?domain=wfpl.org/


Sarah Bormann



From: R-Tom Boyle
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Please stop the concrete plant
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 7:40:04 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Environmental hazard to a residential neighborhood.-- 
R-Tom Boyle

mailto:boyle.rtom@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Sue Brewster
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant Case 22-DDP-0098.13905 Aiken Road
Date: Sunday, September 4, 2022 10:40:35 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To anyone concerned,
I moved to Lake Forest in December of last year. Had I been aware of the current plant plans, I definitely would
have moved elsewhere. I feel as though this slipped in under the radar purposely. 
This is not about being near an undesirable eyesore. This is ALL about health and safety.  My goodness, there is a
school here.
Please do all in your power to do the right thing and have this reevaluated.
Sue Brewster

Sent from my iPad

mailto:sbrewster56@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Sue Brewster
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Development
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 8:40:15 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

We, the good tax paying citizens of Lake Forest do not deserve a development such as proposed risking our health
and the health of our children.  At best, the safety seems questionable.  
We were not properly informed.  I moved here last December.  Had I known of this controversy I would  have
looked elsewhere. 

I urge the folks making these decisions to consider if this were in their backyard.  I bet your minds would be
changed. 

Please take action to secure our safety and our investments.

Sue Brewster
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sbrewster56@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


September 20, 2022 

 

 

RE: Concrete Plant Proposals - 13905 Aiken Road  

Dear Emily and Jay, 

Thank you for meeting with Sushil Gupta (HOA President), Morgan Keith (HOA Board member) and me 

on Thursday afternoon to discuss our concerns related to the location of concrete plant proposed to be 

built at 13905 Aiken Rd.  

The Development Review Committee (DRC) approved the original development plan on March 2, 2022, 

without any opposition being present. We learned of the approval 3 weeks later and when following up 

on the Appeal Process, we were told it was too late. There was only a 14-day time period to appeal. Not 

surprisingly, once the community learned of the approved concrete plant plan, there was a major 

uproar. In response, the Councilman hosted an informational meeting and afterwards, the Applicant 

submitted a revised plan, scaling back the size of the concrete plant.  

Below is a recap of the key issues we discussed which are critical factors in denying approval of the 

revised plan and rescinding the prior approval of the original plan for this facility. 

NOTICE ISSUE 

When we learned of the approved concrete plant, we asked how could a concrete facility be approved 

so close to a residential area (which includes an elementary school, a school for developmentally 

disabled teens & adults and a church) without any public participation? 

We learned that postcard notices were sent out to tier-1 property owners and to those who spoke in 

1982 when the proposed rezoning case was heard. We contacted most of the tier-1 property owners, 

and they had not received the postcard and were unaware that a concrete plant was planned so close to 

their property.  

We also learned that none of the postcards mailed to the speakers from the 1982 hearing were returned 

to the Planning Commission as “undeliverable” even though the addresses were 40 years old, and some 

of the recipients were deceased. We did a “test” mailing of postcards to those exact same addresses and 

50% were returned to us as undeliverable.  

Lastly, we checked with the Case Manager and District 19 Councilman who were also on the list to 

receive the postcard notice. Interestingly, they did not have a copy of the mailed postcard notice in their 

files.  

PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 

1. In 1983, this land was rezoned from R-4 to M-3 for the sole purpose of expanding the quarry 

operation and is Plan Certain 9-62-82. 

 

2. An application was filed with the Planning Commission on 9/24/1982 along with REQUIRED 

WRITTEN DOCUMENT JUSTIFYING the proposed zoning change request. 



 

3. After the land was rezoned, the nearby property owners received a letter from the Planning 

Commission dated 1/17/1984 stating that the zoning change was approved under the Plan 

Certain Ordinance and is subject to certain binding elements. Also, key, and critical elements of 

development proposals which were calculated to win the support of the Planning Commission, 

Fiscal Court and the public at large are stipulated as legally binding elements of the 

development which must be followed.  

 

ACCESS – KEY ELEMENT OF THE PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 

• To comply with the intent of I-5 “to  protect residential areas from increased traffic, 

noise, and air pollution” and “to make industrial development easily accessible for 

employees and truck traffic”,  the proposal internalizes all traffic on the site by use of a 

tunnel connecting the existing operation west of the Jefferson Freeway with this 

expansion to the east. ABSOLUTELY NO TRAFFIC INCREASE ON THE PUBLIC ROADWAYS. 

 

• A significant feature of the plan is the use of a tunnel under the Jefferson Freeway can 

reach plant equipment without accessing public roadways.  

 

• There will be NO new access points on public roads from the subject property, all access 

being through the existing operation. All traffic would use the internal tunnel under the 

Jefferson Freeway.  

 

 

PERIMETER BUFFERING & LANDSCAPING – KEY ELEMENT OF PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 

• Comprehensive Plan Guideline I-1:  to promote effective screening, buffering and site planning.  

 

• The proposed use is based on well-designed site plan that incorporates perimeter buffer zones, 

fencing and where adjacent to the residential uses on Aiken Road, a landscaped buffer zone of 

rolling hills and trees. The buffer zones and landscaping are integral elements of the site plan 

and are designed to meet the intent of guidelines related to buffering, particularly I-1. I-4, I-6, I-

8, and R-1.  

 

• The proposal includes several elements to comply fully with I-6:  Take all measures necessary to 

prevent industrial uses from causing nuisances to surrounding developments. 

 

• Perimeter buffering and landscaping are integral elements of the site plan and of the 

internalization of truck traffic related to the site. 

 

 

 



 

NUISANCES – Plan Certain 9-62-82 

• Comprehensive Plan Guideline I-7:  Locate industries which handle hazardous or flammable 

materials or are potentially offensive away from residential areas and population 

concentrations.  

 

• Comprehensive Plan Guideline I-8: Prohibits industrial development within residential areas. 

Locate industries adjacent to residential areas or in mixed land use areas ONLY IF the industries 

can be made compatible with surrounding development. Expand existing industries which are 

adjacent to non-industrial development in a manner that meets the needs of the industry and 

protects surrounding development from nuisances.  

 

• The applicant’s Justification document states that the I-7 and I-8 guidelines are met. There are 

only a few residences and no residential areas or population concentrations near the site. The 

few residences are protected from nuisance related to the proposed use through buffering, 

landscaping and controlled operational procedures.  

 

• However, in 2022, conditions have totally reversed. While in 1982, there were only a few single-

family homes scattered around this property, now there are over 1,800 single-family homes 

constituting a population of over 7,000 residents. These residents are very concerned about 

their health and safety because of this proposed heavy industrial use in close proximity.  

 

• Because of these new conditions, a proposed heavy industrial use at this location is 

inappropriate next to an existing  predominantly residential use.  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT – JANUARY 20, 1983 

• The site is currently occupied by a single-family residence and a nursery that fronts along Aiken 

Rad. 

• Access to the site will be provide by INTERNAL ROADS through the existing quarry to Avoca 

Road. 

• The requirements for the conditional use permit for a quarry are extensive, therefore, the 

suggested binding elements for this request are limited. 

• The Bureau of Highways has purchased a corridor through the property for the right of way of 

the Jefferson Freeway. The Dept. of Transportation will provide an underpass to allow vehicles 

to pass from one side of the freeway to the other WITHOUT USING PUBLIC STREETS.  

• Guideline T-9 suggests that street access to a development through areas of significantly lower 

intensity development be discouraged. Since direct access to the site is from the road within the 

confines of the existing quarry, there should be no significant increase in traffic using Avoca and 

other roads in the vicinity.  

• Residential Guideline R-1 encourages the protection of residential neighborhoods from adverse 

impacts of proposed development and land use changes. The southeast portion of the site is 



adjacent to single family residences fronting on Aiken Rd. These residences are sound and well 

maintained. The blasting and dust could have an adverse impact on the adjoining residential 

area. THE PLAN MAKES PROVISIONS FOR BUFFER STRIPS RANGING IN SIZE FROM 50 FEET TO 370 

FEET FROM ADJOINING PROPOERTIES. Chain link fencing and a landscaped buffer zone will be 

used to separate the quarry from the single-family residences. The applicant should assure the 

Commission that the existing residences in the area will be protected.  

• An extensive buffer is needed to avoid any nuisance to abutting residential properties.  

 

SUMMARY – THE CONCRETE PLANT PROPOSALS VIOLATE PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 

Thank you for the opportunity to explain why we feel strongly that locating a concrete plant in the 

proposed location is a violation of the Plan Certain requirements which run with this land.  

Landscape/Buffer Violation:  The concrete plant is proposed to be located in the original landscape 

buffer which was to remain permanently to screen the residences from the industrial portion of the 

property. Last month, the concrete plant developer plowed down all the landscaping and mature trees 

in this buffer area to make way for the concrete plant. This is clear violation of the Plan Certain. 

Truck Access Violation:  The concrete plant is planning to use the Nursery’s exclusive access road for 

their 80,000-pound concrete-mixer trucks, cement tanker trucks and other heavy trucks delivering 

aggregate stone, sand, and other supplies. However, this access road is a private drive and  approved as 

“Conditional Use Permit” for the Nursery’s business ONLY. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Kim Brice, General Manager 

Lake Forest Community Association 

511 Woodlake Drive 

Louisville, KY   40245 

(502) 245-5253 

 

 

 

 



From: kim@lakeforestky.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Liu, Emily; Brown, Jeffrey E; OBrien, Jeff; Morgan Keith, Board Member; Sushil Gupta, Board Member
Subject: QUESTION- How could concrete plant proposal applications be approved if incomplete
Date: Thursday, September 22, 2022 4:40:21 PM
Attachments: developmentplanapp012020 (2).docx

08 29 22 dev plan_Plan Markup.pdf
Importance: High

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,
 
Question – we are curious on how the original concrete plant could be approved and the revised
plan be ready for a hearing when they are incomplete?  Please see the red mark-ups shown on the
attached revised plan highlighting the missing information that is required per the District
Development Plan Application (copy attached).
 
 
Kim Brice
General Manager
Lake Forest® Community Association
A Deed Restricted Community
511 Woodlake Drive
Louisville, KY   40245
(502) 245-5253
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kim@lakeforestky.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Jeffrey.Brown@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Jeff.OBrien@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:morgan.keith@lakeforestky.com
mailto:Sushil.gupta@lakeforestky.com

[image: ]District Development Plan Application

Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services



Case No.: __________________ 	Intake Staff: ___________________

Date: ______________________ 	Fee: ____________



Applications are due on Mondays at 2:00 p.m. in order to be processed that week. Once complete, please bring the application and supporting documentation to: Planning and Design Services, located at 444 South 5th Street, Suite 300. For more information, call (502) 574-6230 or visit http://www.louisvilleky.gov/PlanningDesign.



Project Information:

		Application Type:

		☐   Detailed District Development Plan

		☐   Revised District Development Plan

		☐   General District Development Plan



		Project Description (e.g., retail center and office development, etc.):

		                                                                                                              

		Project Name:

		                                                                                                                       

		Primary Project Address:

		                                                                                                                       

		Additional Address(es):

		                                                                                                                       

		Primary Parcel ID:

		                                                                                                                       

		Additional Parcel ID(s):

		                                                                                                                       

		# of Residential Units: 

		                                		  Commercial Square Footage:

		                                





		Proposed Use:

		                                          		   Existing Use:

		                                          

		Existing Zoning District:

		                                          		   Existing Form District:

		                                          

		Deed Book(s) / Page Numbers2:

		                                                                                                          

		The subject property contains

		          		acres.

		Number of Adjoining Property Owners: (APOs)

		          







Has the property been the subject of a previous development proposal (e.g., rezoning, variance, appeal, conditional use permit, minor plat, etc.)? This information can be found in the Land Development Report (Related Cases)1   	 ☐   Yes      ☐   No

If yes, please list the docket/case numbers:



		Docket/Case #:

		                                                         		Docket/Case #:

		                                                         

		Docket/Case #:

		                                                         		Docket/Case #:

		                                                         





Contact Information:
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		Owner:

		☐   Check if primary contact

		  Applicant:

		☐   Check if primary contact



		Name:

		                                                             		  Name:

		                                                             

		Company:

		                                                       		  Company:

		                                                       

		Address:

		                                                                   		  Address:

		                                                                   

		City:

		                         		State:

		   		Zip:

		       		  City:

		                         		State:

		   		Zip:

		       

		Primary Phone:

		                                                    		  Primary Phone:

		                                                    

		Alternate Phone:

		                                                    		  Alternate Phone:

		                                                    

		Email:

		                                                                         		  Email:

		                                                                         

		Owner Signature (required):

		

		









		Attorney:

		☐   Check if primary contact

		  Plan prepared by:

		☐   Check if primary contact



		Name:

		                                                             		  Name:

		                                                             

		Company:

		                                                       		  Company:

		                                                       

		Address:

		                                                                   		  Address:

		                                                                   

		City:

		                         		State:

		     		Zip:

		       		  City:

		                         		State:

		   		Zip:

		       

		Primary Phone:

		                                                    		  Primary Phone:

		                                                    

		Alternate Phone:

		                                                    		  Alternate Phone:

		                                                    

		Email:

		                                                                         		  Email:
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Certification Statement: A certification statement must be submitted with any application in which the owner(s) of the subject property is (are) a limited liability company, corporation, partnership, association, trustee, etc., or if someone other than the owner(s) of record sign(s) the application.

		I, 

		                                                              		, in my capacity as

		                                                    		, hereby



		

		representative/authorized agent/other



		certify that

		                                                                                      		is (are) the owner(s) of the property which



		

		name of LLC / corporation / partnership / association / etc.

		

		



		is the subject of this application and that I am authorized to sign this application on behalf of the owner(s).







Signature: _______________________________________________   Date: ___________________



I understand that knowingly providing false information on this application may result in any action taken hereon being declared null and void. I further understand that pursuant to KRS 523.010, et seq. knowingly making a material false statement, or otherwise providing false information with the intent to mislead a public servant in the performance of his/her duty is punishable as a Class B misdemeanor.


District Development Plan Justification: 

In order to justify approval of any district development plan, the Planning Commission considers the following criteria. Please answer all of the following items. Use additional sheets if needed. A response of yes, no, or N/A is not acceptable.



1. Are there any natural resources on the property, including trees and other living vegetation, steep slopes, water courses, flood plains, soils, air quality, scenic views, and historic sites? And are these natural resources being preserved?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





2. Is safe and efficient vehicular and pedestrian transportation provided both within the development and the community?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





3. Is sufficient open space (scenic and recreational) to meet the needs of the proposed development being provided?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





4. Are provisions for adequate drainage facilities provided on the subject site in order to prevent drainage problems from occurring on the subject site or within the community?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





5. Is the overall site design (location of buildings, parking lots, screening, landscaping) and land use or uses compatible with the existing and projected future development of the area?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





6. Is the proposal in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Code?

		                                                                                                                                                                 




Please submit the completed application along with the following items:



Project application and description

	☐  	Land Development Report1

	☐  	A copy of the current recorded deed2 (must show “End of Document” stamp on last page)

☐     Letter of explanation for the proposed development


Site plan (please refer to the site plan requirements on page 4)

☐  	Twelve copies of the site plan, 24” x 36” or other appropriate size to legibly convey the site plan requirements. All plans should be folded no larger than 9” x 9” with the bottom right corner as the front.

☐  	One set of renderings of the building(s) proposed for the site. The rendering must contain views of ALL sides of the building(s).

Mailing labels to notify Adjoining Property Owners (APOs)3

For applications that are not staff approvable:

[bookmark: _Hlk4747458]☐   	Notice of filing of this application is required to be mailed to all 1st tier APOs and individuals who provided oral or written testimony in support or opposition of a previous rezoning of the site within 17 days of the filing deadline day.  A copy of the notice should be provided to Planning & Design Services as soon as possible to be emailed to the Council District notification list.  Complete both notice templates at the end of this application.

☐   	One set of mailing label sheets of 1st tier APOs, those listed on the application and individuals who provided oral or written testimony in support or opposition of a previous rezoning of the site.  These labels are to be used for the public meeting notice.

☐   	One copy of the APO mailing label sheets

Fee (Cash, charge or check made payable to Planning & Design Services)

☐   	Application Fee:	$375 (Staff Level)

					$600 (Committee Level)

	Clerk’s Fee:	$60

	(If two or more applications are submitted simultaneously for the same site, only one Clerk’s Fee is required.)








Resources:

1. Land Development Reports can be obtained online by entering the site address at: https://www.lojic.org/lojic-online



2. Deeds and plats can be found at the Jefferson County Clerk’s Office, located at the 2nd floor of Metro Hall (527 West Jefferson Street, telephone: 502-574-6220). Many deeds, plats and other records are available online at: https://search.jeffersondeeds.com 



3. Adjoining property ownership information can be found at the Property Valuation Administrator (PVA) office at 531 Court Place, Suite 504 or via their website:  https://jeffersonpva.ky.gov/property-search









Site Plan Requirements:

Plans must be drawn to engineer’s scale

Description 

☐  Owner’s name and address

☐  Developer’s name and address

☐  Engineer’s name and address 

☐  Site Address

☐  Tax block and lot number

☐  Zoning of property

☐  Zoning of adjacent properties

☐  Existing Use

☐  Proposed Use

☐  Plan date

☐  Revision date



Map Elements

☐  North Arrow

☐  Vicinity Map

☐  Legend

☐  Plan Scale



Site Information & Labels

☐  Street names

☐  Property lines with dimensions (new lots shall show bearings)

☐  Location, ownership, deed book & page of all adjacent property owners

☐  Form District boundaries and transition zones shown if required by regulations






Project Plan

☐  Right of way / sidewalks (with widths shown)

☐  Existing and/or proposed structures shown and identified

☐  Gross building footprint area

☐  Gross floor area of buildings

☐  Net and gross acreage of site

☐  Height of structures

☐  Off-street loading areas if applicable

☐  Accessory structures shown with required screening if applicable

☐  ILA/VUA calculations (may be shown on tree canopy plan) if applicable

☐  Landscape buffer areas in accordance with Chapter 10 of the LDC

☐  Parking calculations (minimums and maximums)

☐  Required building setbacks with dimensions

☐  Net and gross density, and number of dwelling units

☐  Typical dimensions of parking spaces and aisles




MSD Requirements (All items shall be checked as included or marked N/A)

☐  Existing MSD Easements

☐  Proposed MSD Easements

☐  MSD Standard EPSC notes

☐  SUB/WM number

☐  Landscape Buffer Areas/WPAs

☐  Downstream Facilities Capacity Request

☐  Existing Storm & Sanitary Sewer Systems

☐  Topography of Site + Minimum 50’ beyond property lines

☐  Concept Drainage (i.e. proposed storm pipes, ditches, swales, and drainage flow arrows)

☐  Detention Basin Location, with outlet identified & MSD easement shown for basin

☐  Concept Sanitary Sewers (i.e. lateral extension or location of property service connection) & identification of outlet system

☐  Name of sewage treatment plant serving site

☐  Preliminary detention calculation (x=CRA/12) including basin surface area, depth, volume required and volume provided

☐  Limits of FEMA and/or Local Regulatory Floodplains, if applicable

☐  Approximate increase or reduction in impervious area, in square feet






[bookmark: _Hlk4747952]NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FILED

WITH PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICES



A(n) _________________________________________________(application type) application to ____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________(brief description of case) was filed with the department of Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services on ________________(Date).



ADDRESS: ________________________________________

CASE #: __________________________________________

PDS CASE MANAGER: __________________________

COUNCIL DISTRICT: __________



To view documents related to this proposal, please visit:

http://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design and click on Search Case Information



If this application requires a public meeting, another notice will be sent notifying you of the date, time and location of the meeting.



If you have questions about this proposal, or would like to view the case file, please contact Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services at:



Metro Development Center

444 S. 5th Street, 3rd Floor

Louisville, KY 40202

(502) 574-6230




NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FILED

WITH PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICES



A(n) _________________________________________________(application type) application to ____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________(brief description of case) was filed with the department of Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services on ________________(Date).



ADDRESS: ________________________________________

CASE #: __________________________________________

PDS CASE MANAGER: __________________________

COUNCIL DISTRICT: __________



To view documents related to this proposal, please visit:

http://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design and click on Search Case Information



If this application requires a public meeting, another notice will be sent notifying you of the date, time and location of the meeting.



If you have questions about this proposal, or would like to view the case file, please contact Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services at:



Metro Development Center

444 S. 5th Street, 3rd Floor

Louisville, KY 40202

(502) 574-6230
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dschultz

Callout

This entire 24' needs to be called out as concrete.  There is a 24' dimension at the Aiken entry but it does not specify that the whole road will be concrete.



dschultz

Callout

A 6' ht berm WILL fit in this 40' +/- dimension.  Assume max of 3:1 slope.



dschultz

Callout

A 6' ht berm WILL NOT fit in this 28'+/- dimension.  Assume max of 3:1 slope.



dschultz

Callout

Berm will need to be planted with mature plantings.  A mix of deciduous trees and evergreen trees should be utilized.  Trees should be installed with a minimum height of 15'. Trees should be triangulated on the berm to provide a contiguous screen.  A row of trees at 30'  on center at 1 3/4" caliper size will do nothing to stop dust and/or provide screening (per previous condition of approval #7.  A hardy evergreen hedge should be placed on the top of the berm.  This hedge should be able to grow to 10'+.  This entire area around the concrete silos/plant should be considered vehicular use area as trucks will be driving around this entrie area.



dschultz

Callout

Berm will need to be planted with mature plantings.  A mix of deciduous trees and evergreen trees should be utilized.  Trees should be installed with a minimum height of 15'. Trees should be triangulated on the berm to provide a contiguous screen.  A row of trees at 30'  on center at 1 3/4" caliper size will do nothing to stop dust and/or provide screening.  A hardy evergreen hedge should be placed on the top of the berm.  Schipka Laurel would be a good option.  This entire lot is vehicular use area.



dschultz

Callout

What is this material? Is it concrete, asphalt or gravel? Why is not labled?



dschultz

Callout

No renderings were submitted with any of the  submittals.  A  picture of a warehouse located at 1103 Spencer Hollow Way was submitted.  The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.



dschultz

Callout

No renderings were submitted with the revised plan to show what this building is. The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.



dschultz

Callout

No renderings or elevations  were submitted for the actual concrete plant structures and silos.  These are major structures on the site and should require elevations as well. The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.
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dschultz

Text Box

Overall, there is a complete lack of dimensions shown on this plan.  There are no dimensions shown for buildings, fuel station, aggregate storage bins, or truck wash out from any property lines.  The DDP application requires Building Setbacks with Dimensions as well as typical dimensions of parking spaces and aisles.There are no renderings showing the views for all sides of the buildings, nor any elevations showing the silos and actual concrete mixing plant.The berm proposed on the east of entry drive is not wide enough as shown to even be 6' height assuming a 3:1 max slope.The entry drive has no indication that it will be a solid paved roadway.  It shows a 24' dimension but no callout to paving type other than the screened back survey below that shows gravel on both sides of the narrow concrete strip.  If this road remains gravel it will be a major source of dust contribution.



dschultz

Callout

Providing a wheel wash system at this location would help to reduce dust and keep contaminents on the subject property. This can be accomplished by a simple 6-8' wide water filled trough that tires have a full rotation through upon exiting the yard.



dschultz

Callout

How tall are these storage areas.  They should likely require elevations to be submitted as well.



dschultz

Callout

Over 60% of this site is shown as areas for vehicular use, yet only 90,000 sf is listed.  
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Polygon



dschultz

Callout

This entire area in purplse should be considered vehicular use area, yet only 90,000 sf is listed.  











From: Melissa Brown
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 9:33:44 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning! We are writing to urge you to deny the permit to build a concrete plant
at 13905 Aiken Road. Allowing a concrete mixing plant directly across the street from
a church and one of Louisville’s largest residential neighborhoods, a very close
distance to an elementary school, and right next door to an adult day center serving
many of the most vulnerable in our community would be incredibly harmful to the
health of the thousands of people who live and raise their families here, and is in
direct contrast to the health component of Louisville’s Plan 2040.
 
In addition, the large trucks coming and going from this site throughout the day on
Aiken, a very narrow, winding road, poses an immediate danger to school buses and
families that travel this route daily to their homes and school. And when these
concrete truck drivers discover there is no stop light at either end of Aiken and it’s
difficult to make a left turn, they will quickly learn to cut through Lake Forest, resulting
in dozens (probably much more than that) of heavy trucks traveling daily several
miles throughout this large neighborhood where kids are at play to get to Shelbyville
Road where there is a light.
 
Please consider the many, many detrimental consequences of allowing a business
such as this to operate so close to an area that will harm the health of so many
Louisville residents. Thanks in advance for your vote to deny this application.
 
Regards,
Sean and Melissa Brown
14603 Woodlake Trace
Louisville, KY 40245
502/468-6431
 
 
 

Melissa Brown
Grassroots Manager Lead, Midwest Region
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin
American Heart Association
240 Whittington Pkwy
Louisville | KY | 40222

502.371.6020 | M  502.468.6431
 

mailto:Melissa.Brown@heart.org
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/HgNNC1wpERU5KjjDFL6Spn?domain=heart.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/HgNNC1wpERU5KjjDFL6Spn?domain=heart.org




 



From: Whitney Brown
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road KEY CONT& Design Services
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 9:30:06 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good Evening Jay,
My family and I live a 1/2 mile from the proposed
Site of the concrete factory.  We were never notified of this development and Obviously have serious concerns of
the repercussions of living this close with the effects of this plant on our daughters.  My girls
Spend a great of time outdoors with sports - my youngest practices at St.Mary’s school next door, which is deeply
disturbing that she will be exposed at such a close proximity to the toxic particles this plant will release.   I find it
hard to believe the developers of this site would feel comfortable raising their children next to this toxic
development.  Please contact me if there is anything you further you need from
Me.  Thank you for your time, Whitney Brown

Whitney Brown
Keller Williams Louisville East
Real estate agent
502.645.0152
9911 Shelbyville road

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:whitneyfbrown@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Leslie Brown
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant, Case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 5:19:29 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
I am writing with concerns about a concrete mixing plant that is planned for the above
location. As you are likely already aware this location is in extremely close proximity to a
large neighborhood (Lake Forest), an elementary school (Stopher) and a center for adults with
disabilities (St. Mary's), and several churches and businesses. There are many reasons why
this location is not in the best interest of the public in this area...Health concerns, Air Pollution
concerns, traffic concerns, width of Aiken Rd concerns are all very real and things that need to
be considered with full attention. I am asking you and those from city government to please
dedicate significant time and resources to understand the impacts that this can have on this
very large community. 

Thank you,
Leslie Brown 
Lake Forest Resident and Parent of St. Patrick students that utilize the athletic field next door
to St. Mary's Center. 

mailto:lesliebrown1231@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Dianne Brown
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 6:01:18 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I’m writing to express my objection to a concrete plant being constructed in a residential area.

 I understand the zoning permits this construction but I do believe the designation was made long before hundreds of
people travel on Aiken Rd everyday to access their homes. In addition, there are two schools on the same road. The
constant flow of trucks entering and exiting this area will not only exacerbate an already congested single lane road
but will become a dangerous one while autos attempt to pass slow moving trucks. 

In addition to a dangerous driving issue, I am also concerned about air pollution from trucks and dust in an area
where many children live and attend school.

Please reconsider this permit and deny the construction of a cement plant in a predominantly residential area.

Thank you for your attention.

Dianne Brown
15516 Champion Lakes Place
Louisville, KY 40245

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dimcb2@bellsouth.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Melissa Brown
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 9:03:31 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning! We are writing to urge you to deny the permit to build a concrete plant
at 13905 Aiken Road. Allowing a concrete mixing plant directly across the street from
a church and one of Louisville’s largest residential neighborhoods, a very close
distance to an elementary school, and right next door to an adult day center serving
many of the most vulnerable in our community would be incredibly harmful to the
health of the thousands of people who live and raise their families here, and is in
direct contrast to the health component of Louisville’s Plan 2040.

 In addition, the large trucks coming and going from this site throughout the day on
Aiken, a very narrow, winding road, poses an immediate danger to school buses and
families that travel this route daily to their homes and school. And when these
concrete truck drivers discover there is no stop light at either end of Aiken and it’s
difficult to make a left turn, they will quickly learn to cut through Lake Forest, resulting
in dozens (probably much more than that) of heavy trucks traveling daily several
miles throughout this large neighborhood where kids are at play to get to Shelbyville
Road where there is a light.

 Please consider the many, many detrimental consequences of allowing a business
such as this to operate so close to an area that will harm the health of so many
Louisville residents. Thanks in advance for your vote to deny this application.

 Regards,

Sean and Melissa Brown
14603 Woodlake Trace
Louisville, KY 40245

502/468-6431

 

 

mailto:melissa.brown1503@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Teri Burch
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plant. Aiken road case22-DDP-0098
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 2:47:06 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

My entire family (all living in Lake Forest) and I are so upset about
the news of this Concrete plant coming to our area!  It will not only devalue our property but will bring added noise
and pollution.  I am so upset with the Garrett family and their investors!   Shame on them for not warning their
neighbors.

Teri Burch
tburch@twc.com

mailto:tburch@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Greg Bush (CDRT)
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 12, 2022 5:06:19 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good evening:
 
Please allow this communication to serve as written opposition to the proposed concrete plant
located at Aiken Road.
 
I live within .25 miles of the proposed plant. We have serious concerns regarding the environmental
issues including dust and diesel engines as well as other environmental considerations. 
 
Our concerns are not limited to my own family.  There are an estimated 200+ homes within a .5 mile
radius, all of which are single-family dwellings, many with young children, and elderly parents. Every
day you can witness residents out walking and running in the neighborhood, the proposed plant
would create a potential health issue while everyone is trying to be healthy!!!
 
The proposed plant would be directly “next-door” St. Mary’s Center, which hosts 150+ special-needs
participants, and a field that is owned by the archdiocese of Louisville, where athletic practices are
held on a regular basis for youth children, many of whom attend nearby St. Patrick. Additionally,
Stopher elementary school is .5 miles away.  My understanding is that there are nearly 800 children
enrolled at Stopher, and this is a fast-growing suburban area (not an industrial area) meaning these
numbers of families and children should be expected to increase.  Finally, there is an active Baptist
Church directly across the street from the proposed plant. The church hosts many youth events.
 
In addition to traditional environmental issues, the proposed plant poses a public nuisance by virtue
of the noise and traffic it would create.  Aiken Road is a quiet, 2-way Street.  There is no reasonable
means to accommodate traffic for a concrete plant, even by adding an “extra lane” as proposed.
 
In this regard, the proposed plant is not a healthy addition to our neighborhood and does not
support active lifestyles to ensure that all neighborhoods promote a state of physical, mental, and
social well-being.  The potential adverse effect on water, air, and soil quality should be considered,
particularly in light of the bustling youth activities of the surrounding area.
 
Also, the proposed plant is not an “authentic“ addition to the neighborhood. This is a residential
suburban area, not an industrial area, and therefore the proposed plant would be very much be a
misfit.  The concrete plants “neighbors“ would be single family dwelling families, a church, a special
needs recreational center, schools, and an athletic field for youth. It would not be a natural fit in this
area.
 

mailto:Greg.Bush@kyderby.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


The proposed plant is likewise not sustainable, in that it does not improve the quality of life for
citizens in the neighborhood.  I come from a family of blue-collar and union workers, and am a fierce
advocate of creating “good jobs“ where needed. I have not heard from one single resident of the
subdivision that is most affected by this proposal who believes that it would create any jobs for its
neighbors. The only individuals that seem to be advocating for this proposal are those who seek
financial gain.
 
I am grateful that Louisville Metro values engagement of all citizens in the decision-making process,
as per its Chase principles from PLAN 2040.  It’s very troubling that the original plan was scraped and
a “revised site plan“ was submitted, only after it came to light that the legally required notices were
not submitted to those who might be affected.   In any regard, I can assure the planning and design
services committee that the proposed concrete plant has very little, if any, support amongst those
most directly affected by it.  We find this proposal unhealthy, inauthentic, unsustainable, and
inequitable, and urge the committee’s courage and common sense in rejecting the plan.
 
I can be reached anytime on my personal cell 502–298-4104 to address any questions. My
residential address is 1202 Winding Creek Place. 
 
I sincerely appreciate the time and consideration.
 
Best of Luck,
 
Greg Bush
1202 Winding Creek Place
Louisville, KY 40245
502.298.4104
 
This Churchill Downs Incorporated communication (including any attachments) is for the use
of the intended recipient(s) only and may contain information that is confidential, privileged or
legally protected. Any unauthorized use or dissemination of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the
sender by return e-mail message and delete all copies of the original communication. Thank
you for your cooperation.



From: Jeremy Byers
To: Luckett, Jay P; Rose Ann Byers
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Rd
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 5:09:54 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning and Design

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken Rd (Case
22-DDP-0098).  This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that
should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER.... it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities, and an elementary school.  

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro Planning and
Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application.

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer disappointment with the
applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was
monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not
repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a
heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always
has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home borders the
property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME
PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a narrow, windy
road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from
Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the
proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That is untenable with
the current road/traffic situation.

* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby roads into Lake
Forest
Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go to school (what
about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set
forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during review of the

mailto:jbyers_31@msn.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:rosiebyers@hotmail.com


original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper
and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance
to federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain types of stone,
rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known
carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to
areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for example, show that the
particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children,
including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer.
Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant could have on
adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has
MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST
AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living everyday wondering
what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Rose Ann and Jeremy Byers
 

Sent from my iPhone 

Jeremy Byers – REALTOR®
Jeremy Byers Group
RE/MAX Premier Properties 
Cell: 502.439.7150 
10605 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40223
jbyers@remax.net
www.JeremyByersGroup.com
**********************************************************************************************************
 
Note: This email is intended only for the use of the person to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential and privileged
information. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, reproduction or use of the
information contained in this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please delete it and contact us. 
 
RE/MAX Premier Properties agents and staff will never use email to ask you for sensitive personal or financial data, such as bank
account details, credit card information, or social security numbers. If you receive an email concerning any transaction involving
our company that requests you to wire funds or provide nonpublic, personal information, do not respond to the email. Immediately
contact your agent or reach out to our office at 502.384.5944.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/U_KwC4xvVXu3x7P8COsebX?domain=wfpl.org/
tel:502-439-7150
mailto:jbyers@remax.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/uiLjC68xGZu8JGkWSmXaXs?domain=jeremybyersgroup.com/
tel:502.384.5944


From: Twc
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Aiken Rd. Concrete Plant
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 2:28:07 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett, 

mailto:amberwhitebyrd@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Have a wonderful day !



From: JT BYRD SR
To: Luckett, Jay
Cc: John Timothy Byrd Sr; lodge@lakeforestky.com
Subject: LAKE FOREST CONCRETE PLANT
Date: Saturday, October 8, 2022 12:21:50 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,

Greetings. I had hoped to attend the hearing this past Thursday, which was abruptly postponed; I’m not unable to
attend in person, by proxy, or online, due to being in a Hawker simulator and annual recurrent training at Flight
Safety International in Wichita, Kansas. I’m writing to express my unequivocal opposition to the concrete plant,

both as originally planned and approved, also as amended. I want NO concrete PLANT of any size. Period.

I’m not going to cite both scientific and environmental data, the preponderance of which I’m certain you are well
aware. It’s your choice whether to acknowledge and follow it or not; remember, not too powerfully long ago, Drs.
Fauci and Birkx admonished us to  “Follow the science”; we so promptly, trustingly, and dutifully acquiesced.

I believe it was in 1924, Leon Allen “Goose” Goslin, famed left fielder for the Washington Senators, was at bat; the
Senators were playing the New York Yankees in Yankee Stadium in the World Series. Goslin swung, the crack of
the bat contacting the ball reverberated throughout the stadium; the Goose was off, the crowd rising to their feet as
he rounded the bases.

As he approached 3rd, the coach waved him in. Dust flew as he rounded 3rd base, then slid into home, appearing
easily to beat the ball as he touched the plate. The crowd erupted, but quickly fell eerily silent in stunned disbelief.
The raucous cheers became boos of anger as the umpire raised his thumbed fist in the air to pronounce him OUT.

The umpire resolutely and confidently strode to the pitcher’s mound, circled with his hands raised, and waited for
silence. The din of boos and jeers slowly subsided, at which time he cupped his hands to his mouth to give the
stunning reason for his seemingly dumbfounding decision…

“The runner is OUT at HOME plate because he FAILED to touch FIRST base.”

Jay, et al, This concrete plant project is out at home because it failed to touch first base.

Whomever did Whatever for Whyever is beyond the scope of this email and pronouncement; I make no accusations,
jump to no conclusions, impute no motives, impugn no persons, and level no threats therefrom. That having been
said, just as Roe v Wade was bad law from inception, having been built upon agenda-driven, deception-riven false
pretense, so the approval of this planned plant by the planning commission appears to be a hand-holding buddy.

We shall see if integrity trumps (sorry for the bad word) prosperity (for a few), and morality surpasses money.

Just because something may be legally permissible doesn’t make it ethically or morally right. Then again, who
determines morality?

Hold high (uphold as intended) the law, use it as cover (utilize as manipulated) under which to slip, or trample it in
blatant disregard (sue me if you wish, catch me if you can); all are currently used methods of dealing with “the law”.

“With God, all things are possible; Without God, all things are permissible.”

If he’s pleased, the rest DON’T matter; if he’s not pleased, the rest WON’T matter.

mailto:JeTByrd4Him@Reagan.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:jetbyrd4him@reagan.com
mailto:lodge@lakeforestky.com


The same sun that melts butter hardens brick...

I rest my case.

Tim Byrd
Lot 1249 (100yrds from the construction site)



From: Mike Caci
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed Concrete Plant-Lake Forest
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 4:32:07 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay-
Thank you for your time.  As a concerned citizen of Lake Forest, please reconsider the decision to grant the permits
for this project.  I travel this road frequently and it is dangerous in the current state without adding additional heavy
equipment to increase our risk of fatal incidents.  An additional concrete plant to the Rogers quarry currently in
operation will make our decision to sell our Lake Forest home of 20+ years.
Please do the right thing for our citizens, children & future quality of life.
Respectfully,
Michael T. Caci

M.T. Caci
502-386-4382

mailto:m.caci@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Julie Caldwell
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Julie Caldwell
Subject: concrete mixing plant Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2022 9:50:52 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

We are residents of Lake Forest!
Our address is 14002 treeline court and our house backs up to Aiken Road.

We oppose this plant for the Aiken Road
area.  Damon, a Lake Forest Resident should build this plant in an industrial area like Avoca
Road.  While this may be a bargain for Damon, he is putting the residents of Lake Forest at risk.  Amazing he does
not care about Lake Forest residents.

This plant does not comply with the Chase principles for Plan 2040.

Julie Caldwell

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jcaldwell55@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:jcaldwell55@twc.com


From: Jamie Calhoun
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Batch plant on Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:03:28 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Mr. Luckett,
 
I am writing to you today as a concerned citizen who lives very close to the site of this proposed
concrete batch plant on Aiken Road. While I fully support the ability of the owner of the property to
use the property as they wish, I feel that the government needs to balance that with the needs and
health of the community.
 
Building this new plant so close to both a school, an adult day care center and a large neighborhood
is not in the best interest of the community for several reasons. The first reason is the impact on the
air quality in the area. While concrete batch plants are not as detrimental to health as their cement
plant counterparts there will still be an impact on the air quality in the surrounding area. While
certainly some of that impact can be mitigated with appropriate measures, in reality many similar
plants are repeat offenders when it comes to emissions and pollution.
(https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-settlement-penalizes-superior-concrete-materials-clean-
air-act-violations-former-dc, https://www.texastribune.org/2022/08/09/epa-investigation-tceq-
houston/). As we currently have no baseline air quality measurements for this specific area of the
county it would be difficult to prove that such a plant had negatively affected the air quality in the
area. At a minimum we need some baseline measurements to assess the change over time and to
hold the company accountable for any changes and negative health consequences to the families
and organizations impacted.
 
A second reason this location is not in the best interest of the community is the infrastructure
surrounding the entrance and exit to the proposed plant. The road was not designed for large
vehicles. The current entrance and immediate surrounding area to the plant have a history of trucks
getting stuck in the shoulder and electric poles being knocked down. Who will bear the cost of fixing
detiorating roads and  replacing downed electric lines? These are inevitable results of heavy
industrial traffic on a two lane country road.
 
A third reason this location is not in the best interest of the community has to do with the effect on
property value in the surrounding neighborhood. If this plant goes in the desirability of living in a
high income neighborhood in close proximity to the plant will obviously be affected. As the
desirability declines the cost of housing in the neighborhood declines as well which will lead to
reduced tax collection from this neighborhood. The amount collected in property taxes may be able
to be offset by the taxes on the business, but it bears further thought and study.
 
In conclusion, I feel this concrete batch plant would be better located away from a large population

mailto:jveleber@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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center, nearby school and adult day care center. Please deny the permit. At the very least put the
permit on hold until further study on current air quality, road and utility maintenance costs and
property tax information can be further and more completely assessed.
 
Many thanks for your time,
Jamie Calhoun
1122 Lake Bluff Cir
Louisville, KY 40245
502-290-1701
 
 
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/kIB8ClYkXGipM9nNIypW9h?domain=go.microsoft.com


From: Jeffery Campbell
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant on Akin Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:13:36 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello my name is Jeff Campbell and I live at 1902 Arnold Palmer Blvd. I am very concerned that many motor
vehicle accidents will occur on Aiken Road. You may be aware that it is a small two-lane road with no shoulders. It
is also very busy as an area of ingress and egress into Lake Forest. There is also an elementary school on Aiken
Road a few hundred feet from the proposed site that generates a lot of traffic. I am concerned that concrete trucks
and school buses will crash or collide as the streets are not wide enough for that kind of heavy and large vehicles. At
the very least a traffic study should be done to see if thar road will handle that type of heavy equipment as it does
not appear to be built for that .  Of course I’m concerned about the traffic accident potential between the concrete
trucks and regular vehicles as well

Dr. Jeffrey A Campbell
Cell: 502-773-5953
Jeffreyalancampbellsr@gmail.com

mailto:jeffreyalancampbellsr@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Sara Canary
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Letter of Objection- Concrete Mixing Plant Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Rd.
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 8:54:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

My family just moved here from a small town in Illinois. We were drawn to all the
opportunities a larger city could offer us, but wanted to find a small community to feel at
home with. We found a lovely house and a beautiful neighborhood, Lake Forest. As we moved
to town, to prepare our kids for school and wait for our house to be ready, I was struck with
anxiety hearing about a Concrete Mixing Plant wanting to move in across the street! I felt so
overwhelmed already with this huge transition for our family, to add in a legit danger, made it
worse!!!!!  As the weeks went on, the more I learned about the true dangers!

--I will say, coming from Illinois where everything is very open, I'm surprised how narrow
some roads are, which is fine, until I see a semi, dump truck, bus, etc on them! I can't imagine
having constant huge trucks and buses on these roads, like Aiken! I see they have done some
revisions and say they won't send trucks out during Stopher crossing guard... 1) will they
really? 2) that's not the only buses going down that road! I have a kid at Crosby, and one
at Goldsmith! The Crosby bus is out from 2:20-after 3. The Goldsmith bus is out from 3:45-
6!!! So can they keep their trucks in from 2-6pm? Oh and morning! That's like 6am (middle
and HS) till 9am (for Ele and Stopher). So really they shouldn't be sharing the road from 6-
9am and 2-6pm. 

--I worry about dust and debris blowing into my yard, house and lungs! "Cement dust causes
lung function impairment, chronic obstructive lung disease, restrictive lung disease,
pneumoconiosis and carcinoma of the lungs, stomach and colon. Other studies have
shown that cement dust may enter into the systemic circulation and thereby reach the
essentially all the organs of body and affects the different tissues including heart, liver,
spleen, bone, muscles and hairs and ultimately affecting their micro-structure and
physiological performance." source

--I worry about what this will do to property values... as you know housing prices skyrocketed
this year! And I worried about the price of my house sustaining at that level, but now with this
hazard coming in, it'll definitely decrease! 

--How is it ok for such toxic plants to be so close to so many houses?! Like just right across
the street! I think there's even a few houses next door! 

--It's a red flag to me that they did not notify the neighbors properly about this!!!! Very shady. 

--If my neighbors are fighting this hard to stop this and the city doesn't listen, and people start
getting sick... this is all on you. 

Please keep me informed about any meetings and further notices about this.

mailto:sara.canary@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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Sara Canary
Mom of 7 and 11 yr olds. 
1601 Golden Leaf Way
Lou, KY 40245



From: Dorry Caple
To: Jay Luckett
Subject: Concrete plant Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, October 3, 2022 8:12:05 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I have concerns regarding air quality as I live in Isleworth Drive not far from the area to build
the plant. Just last Friday I walked.my grandchild across the street of Oakhurst to get to
Isleworth Drive and three huge dump truck came out of the property on Aiken into our
subdivision driving over the speed limit on Oakhurst. There is no reason to be driving this
heavy equipment into the subdivision and not using Aiken Rd. So now we are going to have
huge mixing trucks speading through the subdivision as well? 

I have a grandchild going to Stopher Elementary who is using an inhaler. She now will be
playing outside at the school breathing the toxic chemicals coming from the plant making her
condition worse. The Isleworth Drive residents are also too close to the plant and will be
breathing chemicals coming from this plant. It is just too close. 

This plant should be established away from the neighborhood and the elementary school in an
area that would not effect residents living and going to school so close to the plant. 

Thank your for listening to my concerns. Please assist in any way that you can to stop the
building of this production plant. 

Dorry Caple 
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dorrycaple@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/W0SMC5ywVYf4yZp9hOSQRS?domain=walked.my


From: Jenny
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Cement batch plant
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 1:27:24 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

We live in Lake Forest. I am very concerned on having a cement batch plant so close a residential neighborhood.
The dust, pollution ect. So not right. That was zoned 40 years ago when there was nothing around . Aiken is a very
narrow and curvy road . School , businesses, St Mary Center for mentally challenged adults. They said they sent out
44 notices. Nobody received. Only 4 in LakeForest. They approved at meeting in 3-22. We were all dumbfounded.
Nobody knew about this meeting. Would you want your family this close to a cement batch plant?Thx, Jenny
Carpenter

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jcarpen1@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Alex Casabella
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Objection: Concrete Mixing Plant: Case 22-DDP-0098
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 8:54:16 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I would like to object the concrete mixing plant that is scheduled to be built at 13905 Aiken
Road. 

My name is Alex Casabella and I live at 11213 Oakhurst Road and would like to receive any
information or future notices about this case. 

-The plant is located in a terrible location. Aiken road is already dangerous enough, I can't
image adding concrete trucks to this equation is going to help anything... I am concerned for
the safety of my family. We travel on Aiken road EVERY DAY. Aiken road is windy, curvy,
and very narrow! 
-This plant is within 600' of a nearby church and many homes. St. Marys (a day program for
special needs adults) is also very close along with an elementary school. Not only are the
roads not safe for school buses, concrete trucks and tarc buses (they pick up the special needs
adults every day) but the air quality is another concern. 
-This plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulates, and diesel exhaust. As a
mom of 4 (almost 5) this is extremely concerning to me especially since I live so close to the
plant 
-This plant is suppose to run 24/7. The noise and the eyesore this will bring NON STOP to our
neighborhood is crazy. 
-This plant will reduce our property values. This has been proven in other areas where a plant
like this has gone in and I am so sadden that this is happening to my neighborhood, one of the
nicest in the city. I grew up here and wanted to raise my family here. 

Please take all of this into consideration. This area needs to be re zoned. I can't believe it hasn't
already been re zoned. We are a huge beautiful neighborhood, a church is nearby, a school, a
day program for adults...this is NOT THE PLACe for a concrete mixing plant!!!!!!!! They
need to find another location that is not so close to all these wonderful things. 

Thank you so much for your time. Blessings! 

Alex Casabella 

mailto:alexandria.casabella@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Alexandria Casabella
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:53:43 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Jay. Thank you for being the case manager for the concrete plant in Aiken Road. I am a Lake Forest resident
and I live on Oakhurst Road. I have 4 children and pregnant with our fifth. I am concerned for the health of my
children if this plant goes through.

I have done research and have seen lawsuit after lawsuit in Texas from families who live in neighborhoods close to
concrete plants like this. The evidence shows that this is NOT healthy and I am just talking about the toxins in the
environment from the plant. Let’s not forget about the diesel trucks that will be driving by 24/7 (since the plant is
suppose to run 24/7), not only are they putting off harmful gases these trucks are NOT meant for the roads around
this area. Aiken is a 2 lane road that is already dangerous enough.

I can not believe the planning commission of this wonderful city would think this would be a good location for a
concrete plant. Next to one of the largest neighborhoods, a special needs program for adults, and a large elementary
school.

THIS needs to be stopped and moved to another location. Please!! For the future generation who this will impact the
most, the health of our children is at stake!!!!!!

Thanks again for reading and for helping us.

Alex Casabella

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:alexandria.casabella@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Bryan Chamberlain
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: CONCRETE PLANT - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 8:58:02 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good afternoon Mr. Luckett
I am writing to request you DENY any version of the concrete plant planned for 13905 Aiken
Road. The hazards of a concrete plant so close to any neighborhood are obvious. The dust and
particulates, which are known to cause cancer and lung issues, are a threat to all in the
neighborhood, especially the hundreds of children living and attending school in the area. In
addition, this plant would be an immediate threat to wildlife, damage roads and sewage
infrastructure, and lower residential property values. The increased traffic of heavy
construction vehicles endangers families traveling those VERY narrow, winding roads. This
concrete plant will cost our families our lives.

The zoning of this area is SO obviously flawed. There are plenty of areas away from
neighborhoods where such a plant could be built. 

I live in the neighborhood and am willing to go to any civil or litigious end to prevent this
dangerous situation. I hope we can count on you to DENY any version of this concrete plan.

Thank you
Bryan Chamberlain

mailto:ismellbutteredtoast@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Erin Choi
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plant on Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 2:54:32 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken
Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional
precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL
TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro
Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer
disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original
application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this board
is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose
sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in
such close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it
is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home
borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME
PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info
below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a
narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are
school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also
located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That is
untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby
roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our
homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go
to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in
line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during review

mailto:erinleigh819@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as
the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a
history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air
emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain types
of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be easily inhaled
and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling
(inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the particulate
matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children, including
reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged
exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant could
have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete
mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE
NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE
THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to my daughter's lungs when she is playing in our backyard. DO. THE.
RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/DD-FCYEYrgsOo5Rls03UGZ?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Y45zCZ6Gvjs2nzZgfjYd5c?domain=wfpl.org/




Sent from my iPhone



From: Terri Boston Claggett
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 5:20:20 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road 

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of a child attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying
citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT). Stopher Elementary is less than 1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphic, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

mailto:tbctree@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My granddaughter is in 2nd grade at Stopher. I
cannot imagine living everyday wondering if buses are going to make it to/from school
without an accident involving a cement mixer. 

Terri Boston Claggett
Grandparent of Stopher Elementary student, Lynnlea Shugerman 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/tJaVCJ6Kz5s54ZVRuGKRyk?domain=wfpl.org


From: William D. Clifton
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Cement plant at 13905 Aikin Road
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 11:12:21 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett and esteemed members of the Planning Commission:

I am a long-time resident of Lake Forest and I strongly object to the approval of the above identified
concrete plant. I compel you to halt its construction immediately and deny the applicant's request to
operate at the proposed location. It is far too close to a residential community, elementary school and
church. Children, elderly and those who already have difficulty breathing will be exposed to pollution that
will put limitations on their ability to enjoy where they live, work and/or play and will jeopardize their health
for years to come. This must not be allowed. 

Thank you. 

Respectfully,   

William D. Clifton 

mailto:wcliftonlaw@att.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: 4cogburn@bellsouth.net
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: "Ronald Cogburn"
Subject: cement plant on Aiken rd
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 6:41:53 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Jay,
My name is Jan Cogburn. I have a 20 acre horse ranch on Aiken rd. It runs from Aiken, next to
Stopher Elementary School all the way back to the quarry. The dynamite blasting has caused both of
the houses on the property to break like a stair case; and they’re sitting on table rock. Which is bad
enough. The powers that be put a meter to measure the strength of the blasts…. But gee…. They
would never show us the results. Over a year of having them there it was never convenient for them.
Always some excuse.
So now the cement plant which will be right up wind from us along the same “shelf” or ridge above
the quarry. I am aware they had the zoning in place for years. Did they consider this when JCPS put a
school of hundreds of little kids to inhale this nasty stuff to be spued into air while they play outside?
Either no, or didn’t care. Also what about the kids at ST Mary’s, which are even closer?
I can see the concerns of the folks that live across the street. They will never be able to sell their
houses. Let alone let their kids play in the yard.
I do not know if you were at the meeting at the church, but there were allot of very angry folks.
Please reconsider your position.
Sincerely,
Jan Cogburn
P.S. Also I never received the notification that was supposedly sent out. At either of my addresses on
Aiken Rd.

mailto:4cogburn@bellsouth.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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From: larry h columbia
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant on Aiken
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 3:46:52 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I'm e-mailing you to voice my displeasure with the proposed, and under construction, of the
concrete plant..  There was a lack of notification for the neighborhood, and especially the 41
people directly impacted by this plant.  We live about a mile away in Lake Forest, and this
project will affect the neighbors, the school, and the St. Mary's campus for developmental and
intellectual adults, as well as our property values.  Aiken road is a narrow road with curves
that is already crowded with school buses and numerous large vehicles, that will only be
compounded by numerous concrete trucks that will constitute a safety hazard.  Plus, the
backup to turn from Aiken to English Station, at the Blind Squirel intersection is already a
large problem.  Pollution and dust from this location will also impact the area, regardless of
the proposed mitigation.  We are hoping that you, as the case manager, and the planning
commission, will re-consider this proposal.  Thanks for your time and consideration in this
matter.

Larry and Linda Columbia 2003 Fairway Vista Drive, Louisville, 40245

mailto:nvr2old@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: witneyhardwick@gmail.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Sunday, September 4, 2022 8:14:55 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning,

I wanted to write you about the pending concrete plant being built backing up our street subdivision. I am a mom of
two small children. One of them has had a history of breathing issues.  This is not the suitable place for this
business. I’m concerned about my daughters health and also the runoff from the plant coming directly into our
yards.  Please reconsider this decision. There are so many other things that could move in there that wouldn’t cause
pollution. The local school St Patrick school is looking to buy land for sports this would be great for our community
and a safe option.  Thank you for taking the time to listen to my concerns.

Thanks

Witney Colyer
1212 winding creek place
502.558.8701

mailto:witneyhardwick@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Tony Colyer
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Tony Colyer
Subject: Opposition to Aiken Road Concrete Plant
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 7:48:53 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good evening:

Please allow this communication to serve as written opposition to the proposed concrete plant
located at Aiken Raod.

I live within .5 miles of the proposed plant with two young children (7 and 4). We have
serious concerns regarding the environmental issues including dust and diesel engines as well
as other environmental considerations. 

My concerns are not limited to my own family. There are an estimated 200+ homes in the
same .5 mile radius, all of which are single-family dwellings, many with similarly aged
children.

The proposed plant would be directly “next-door” St. Mary’s Center, which hosts 150+
special-needs participants, and a field that is owned by the archdiocese of Louisville, where
athletic practices are held on a regular basis for youth children, many of whom attend nearby
St. Patrick. Also, Stopher elementary school is .5 miles away. My understanding is that there
are nearly 800 children enrolled at Stopher, and this is a fast-growing suburban area (not an
industrial area) meaning these numbers of families and children should be expected to
increase. Finally, there is an active Baptist Church directly across the street from the proposed
plant. The church hosts many youth events.

In addition to traditional environmental issues, the proposed plant poses a public nuisance by
virtue of the noise and traffic it would create. Aiken Road is a quiet, 2-way Street. There is no
reasonable means to accommodate traffic for a concrete plant, even by adding an “extra lane”
as proposed.

In this regard, the proposed plant is not a healthy addition to our neighborhood and does not
support active lifestyles to ensure that all neighborhoods promote a state of physical, mental,
and social well-being. The potential adverse effect on water, air, and soil quality should be
considered, particularly in light of the bustling youth activities of the surrounding area.

Also, the proposed plant is not an “authentic“ addition to the neighborhood. This is a
residential suburban area, not an industrial area, and therefore the proposed plant would be
very much be a misfit. The concrete plants “neighbors“ would be single family dwelling
families, a church, a special needs recreational center, schools, and an athletic field for youth.
It would not be a natural fit in this area.

The proposed plant is likewise not sustainable, in that it does not improve the quality of life
for citizens in the neighborhood. I come from a long line of blue-collar and union workers, and
am a fierce advocate of creating “good jobs“ where needed. I have not heard from one single
resident of the subdivision that is most affected by this proposal who believes that it would

mailto:tony@colyerlawfirm.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:tony@colyerlawfirm.com


create any jobs for its neighbors. The only individuals that seem to be advocating for this
proposal are those who seek pecuniary gain.

I am grateful that Louisville Metro values engagement of all citizens in the decision-making
process, as per its Chase principles from PLAN 2040. It’s very troubling that the original plan
was scraped and a “revised site plan“ was submitted, only after it came to light that the legally
required notices were not submitted to those who might be affected. In any regard, I can assure
the planning and design services committee that the proposed concrete plant has very little, if
any, support amongst those most directly affected by it. I say this as their neighbor, lawyer,
and a family friend. We find this proposal unhealthy, inauthentic, unsustainable, and
inequitable, and urge the committee’s courage and common sense in rejecting the plan.

I can be reached anytime on my personal cell 502–802–1406 to address any questions. My
residential address is 1212 Winding Creek Place. I sincerely appreciate the time and
consideration.

Tony Colyer

Tony Colyer
Colyer Law Firm, PLLC
(502) 736-8141
www.colyerlawfirm.com

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Dc5EC0RoEQIZ0oqgFDZXwA?domain=colyerlawfirm.com


From: Courtney Combs
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Please Deny Aiken Concrete Mixing Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 9:45:33 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access
to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary
and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile
from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken
along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

mailto:courtneycombs@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our
backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Courtney Combs

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/9So8Cv2xRVhKlxylfoLiG-?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/JeFgCrkqBOfomEDmiyvE9u?domain=nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com


From: MATT CONLIFFE
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant 13905 Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, October 3, 2022 1:49:43 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning Mr Luckett and Planning Commission,
    Thank you very much for reviewing this case and reading my letter. I am a resident of Lake Forest, and I am
asking you to disallow the construction of this proposed plant. I know you are receiving lots of communication on
this topic, so I will keep my comments brief. They boil down to health, property, safety, and justice.
      My gravest concern is health. I am very concerned about particulates and emissions that would be generated and
released by this plant, and the carcinogenic and other effects on young and older bodies.  I have young children who
are among the many who enjoy playing outside in our neighborhood and practicing sports at the adjacent St Mary
Center for people with disabilities. Many people walk, run, and do other exercise throughout Lake Forest, but
especially on the nearby Arnold Palmer Blvd. Families enjoy the neighborhood pools, lakes, and walking paths. All
these activities switch from being a healthy activity to a dangerous one, if this plant is built.
      We take pride in keeping up our property, out of respect for our neighbors.  This plant will not be a good
neighbor.  It will cause damage to our vehicles, yards, and houses.
       Aiken Road is getting much more use than its original design with the growth and development of
neighborhoods in the area. The narrow, winding road will become completely treacherous if more large, dangerous
concrete trucks begin regularly traveling this path.
       When this proposed site was zoned 40 years ago on what was largely rural and agricultural land, I don’t think
anyone completely foresaw how much residential growth would blossom in the area. The situation has greatly
changed since then. The proposed use of this site will have impacts that reach far outside the boundaries of the
property.  The financial concerns of this concrete endeavor do not outweigh the financial concerns and rights to
property of the many residents and small businesses in the area. We, the folks most impacted by this blight, were not
properly notified of this dangerous proposal when it began months ago. Additionally, had I known years ago when I
made my family’s home in Lake Forest that I would put the health of my family and property in peril, I would not
have purchased here. I will face an extreme challenge if I try to sell my home and leave, with this concrete plant
spewing danger. We should not have to leave.
         Construction of this concrete plant is not just, and not compatible with the currently established residences and
businesses.
          Please stand with us!
          Thank you very much for your consideration.

Very Respectfully,
         Matt Conliffe

mailto:mkconliffe@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Gladys Conn
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Regarding: Letter of Objection. Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 4:55:27 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Thank you for your work on the issues concerning the construction of the “concrete plant”.
You have shared great graphics and great objections.

As a resident of Lake Forest, I have great concern concerning the health issues that could be caused by the Concrete
Mixing Plant.  I am a heart patient.

Furthermore having a Concrete Plant next to a school is a true danger to the children’s health and in reality a danger
to all residents.

My residence is at:
14912 Forest Oaks Dr
Louisville, Ky 40245

Again thank you for your help.

Gladys Conn

mailto:gladysconn@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Denny Conn
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Denny Conn
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Sunday, October 2, 2022 1:36:27 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken
Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). While the amended plan does reduce the size and capacity, it still poses a heath, safety
and noise nuisance to the residents of Lake Forest. It is also in clear violation of the stated binding elements in Plan
Certain 9-62-82. As by now I’m sure you are aware those binding elements called for a tunnel from that property to
Avoca Road with the specific intent to keep industrial traffic off of Aiken and away from the residential area.
Additionally, these binding elements called for “a landscaped buffer zone of rolling hills and trees”. Those “rolling
hills and trees” have now been bulldozed and are the current proposed site for this Concrete Batch Plant. My
understanding is that these are legally binding elements. How is it now possible that these could be ignored in
pursuit of this project?

Finally, I and my son suffer from lung issues and it is no secret that these facilities contribute
to increased particulates that are harmful to the lungs. Since I live directly across the street
from this site these particulates will be more present where we are than anywhere else in the
area. The 2 Pulmonologists that I see have told me in no uncertain terms that if this project
goes forward we have no choice but to move based solely on health effects. I strongly feel that
with the legal issues this site raises and the sheer public outcry you and the Planning
Commission are in a unique position to do the right thing. I sincerely hope that is the choice
you make.

Regards,
Denny Conn

mailto:dennyconn33@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:dennyconn33@gmail.com


From: Mike Connelly
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Proposed Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 12, 2022 12:03:04 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

My name is Mike Connelly and my wife Ellen and I have lived at our home at 1304 Isleworth Drive for more than
25 years.  Our backyard faces Aiken Road across the street from St. Mary’s Center.   We raised three daughters here
and we now regularly watch our three wonderful grandchildren here each week.  Our yard and neighborhood has
been a safe place for children to play and explore similar to neighborhoods where we grew up.

The purpose of my letter is to wholeheartedly “object on the record” to the proposed construction of a concrete plant
just across Aiken Road.  The proposed site is about 800 yards from our home and the proposed plant would be near
the entrance to  Lake Forest neighborhood.

Here’s why we object:
1) The proposed plant will impair our ability to peacefully live and enjoy our home.  There is high risk given the
site’s proximity that the air we breath will contain unhealthy concrete dust and other pollutants
.  Additionally, the constant traffic flow of large diesel trucks and from the plant itself will create a continuous noise
nuisance.
2) Construction at this location also violates the tenets of Louisville Metro’s Strategic Plan, specifically, violating
many of the core CHASE principals contained in Plan 2040.  This location is not appropriate for a concrete plant
being so close to residential area, nearby Stopher Elementary School, and St. Mary’s Center for citizens with special
needs.
It does not balance the needs of safeguarding the citizens with the needs to develop.

We respectfully request that Louisville Metro Planning “deny approval” of the proposed concrete plant after
considering the likely adverse impact on nearby residents like ourselves.

Mike and Ellen Connelly   

Sent from my iPad

mailto:mike.connelly.louisville@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov


From: ronald consalo
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Please Dent Aiken concrete mixing plant
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 2:23:42 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-
 
I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at
13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly
capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT:
LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults
with disabilities and an elementary school.
 
As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 
 
Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the
fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close
proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean
it is right/moral to let it always be.
 
This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:
 

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes
(one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental
homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to
navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant
and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:
 
Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during
review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10,

mailto:rconsalo@gmx.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and
states that this company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT
standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.
 
Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in
certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine
dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once
inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and
scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).
 
Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the
particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma,
lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically
proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and
other serious health effects. 
 
I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete
plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville.
This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION
COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS
THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/
 
Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine
living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our backyard.
DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.
 
Ron Consalo
702-985-4474

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/v8G6C0RoEQIZzGGRFwDjMa?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/6GltCgJD8zTpJAALUoU-6_?domain=nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com


From: Amanda Coogan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony

B.; Christian; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 1:04:39 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood, parent of a child attending nearby
Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design
to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access
to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary
and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile
from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken
along with buses).

mailto:amanda.m.coogan@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:coog65@yahoo.com
mailto:melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us


Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects.

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and my daughter
is in first grade at Stopher. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering if her bus is going to
make it to/from school without an accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to her lungs when she is playing in our backyard or on
the playground at school. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Amanda Coogan

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/kgjlCXDXq4I07DYnH6a583?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/5oerCYEYrgsOopx3IGPEHm?domain=wfpl.org/




From: Amanda Coogan
To: Luckett, Jay P; Liu, Emily
Subject: Opposition to Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 29, 2022 12:40:43 PM
Attachments: Plan Certain 9-62-82 Letter.pdf

08 29 22 dev plan_Plan Markup.pdf

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Jay and Metro Planning Commission-

I am writing in opposition to the Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken
Road. In addition to my previous opposition email, I would like to add my concerns regarding
the potential violation of Plan Certain 9-62-82 (details outlined in attached file: Plan Certain 9-
62-82 Letter).

I would also like to call attention to the attached file: 08 29 22 dev plan_Plan Markup, that
outlines questions around the completeness of the applications.

I appreciate your review and consideration of this matter and look forward to the public
meeting on Oct 6.

Thank you,
Amanda Coogan
Lake Forest Resident 
Parent of child at Stopher Elementary School

mailto:amanda.m.coogan@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov



September 20, 2022 


 


 


RE: Concrete Plant Proposals - 13905 Aiken Road  


Dear Emily and Jay, 


Thank you for meeting with Sushil Gupta (HOA President), Morgan Keith (HOA Board member) and me 


on Thursday afternoon to discuss our concerns related to the location of concrete plant proposed to be 


built at 13905 Aiken Rd.  


The Development Review Committee (DRC) approved the original development plan on March 2, 2022, 


without any opposition being present. We learned of the approval 3 weeks later and when following up 


on the Appeal Process, we were told it was too late. There was only a 14-day time period to appeal. Not 


surprisingly, once the community learned of the approved concrete plant plan, there was a major 


uproar. In response, the Councilman hosted an informational meeting and afterwards, the Applicant 


submitted a revised plan, scaling back the size of the concrete plant.  


Below is a recap of the key issues we discussed which are critical factors in denying approval of the 


revised plan and rescinding the prior approval of the original plan for this facility. 


NOTICE ISSUE 


When we learned of the approved concrete plant, we asked how could a concrete facility be approved 


so close to a residential area (which includes an elementary school, a school for developmentally 


disabled teens & adults and a church) without any public participation? 


We learned that postcard notices were sent out to tier-1 property owners and to those who spoke in 


1982 when the proposed rezoning case was heard. We contacted most of the tier-1 property owners, 


and they had not received the postcard and were unaware that a concrete plant was planned so close to 


their property.  


We also learned that none of the postcards mailed to the speakers from the 1982 hearing were returned 


to the Planning Commission as “undeliverable” even though the addresses were 40 years old, and some 


of the recipients were deceased. We did a “test” mailing of postcards to those exact same addresses and 


50% were returned to us as undeliverable.  


Lastly, we checked with the Case Manager and District 19 Councilman who were also on the list to 


receive the postcard notice. Interestingly, they did not have a copy of the mailed postcard notice in their 


files.  


PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 


1. In 1983, this land was rezoned from R-4 to M-3 for the sole purpose of expanding the quarry 


operation and is Plan Certain 9-62-82. 


 


2. An application was filed with the Planning Commission on 9/24/1982 along with REQUIRED 


WRITTEN DOCUMENT JUSTIFYING the proposed zoning change request. 







 


3. After the land was rezoned, the nearby property owners received a letter from the Planning 


Commission dated 1/17/1984 stating that the zoning change was approved under the Plan 


Certain Ordinance and is subject to certain binding elements. Also, key, and critical elements of 


development proposals which were calculated to win the support of the Planning Commission, 


Fiscal Court and the public at large are stipulated as legally binding elements of the 


development which must be followed.  


 


ACCESS – KEY ELEMENT OF THE PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 


• To comply with the intent of I-5 “to  protect residential areas from increased traffic, 


noise, and air pollution” and “to make industrial development easily accessible for 


employees and truck traffic”,  the proposal internalizes all traffic on the site by use of a 


tunnel connecting the existing operation west of the Jefferson Freeway with this 


expansion to the east. ABSOLUTELY NO TRAFFIC INCREASE ON THE PUBLIC ROADWAYS. 


 


• A significant feature of the plan is the use of a tunnel under the Jefferson Freeway can 


reach plant equipment without accessing public roadways.  


 


• There will be NO new access points on public roads from the subject property, all access 


being through the existing operation. All traffic would use the internal tunnel under the 


Jefferson Freeway.  


 


 


PERIMETER BUFFERING & LANDSCAPING – KEY ELEMENT OF PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 


• Comprehensive Plan Guideline I-1:  to promote effective screening, buffering and site planning.  


 


• The proposed use is based on well-designed site plan that incorporates perimeter buffer zones, 


fencing and where adjacent to the residential uses on Aiken Road, a landscaped buffer zone of 


rolling hills and trees. The buffer zones and landscaping are integral elements of the site plan 


and are designed to meet the intent of guidelines related to buffering, particularly I-1. I-4, I-6, I-


8, and R-1.  


 


• The proposal includes several elements to comply fully with I-6:  Take all measures necessary to 


prevent industrial uses from causing nuisances to surrounding developments. 


 


• Perimeter buffering and landscaping are integral elements of the site plan and of the 


internalization of truck traffic related to the site. 


 


 


 







 


NUISANCES – Plan Certain 9-62-82 


• Comprehensive Plan Guideline I-7:  Locate industries which handle hazardous or flammable 


materials or are potentially offensive away from residential areas and population 


concentrations.  


 


• Comprehensive Plan Guideline I-8: Prohibits industrial development within residential areas. 


Locate industries adjacent to residential areas or in mixed land use areas ONLY IF the industries 


can be made compatible with surrounding development. Expand existing industries which are 


adjacent to non-industrial development in a manner that meets the needs of the industry and 


protects surrounding development from nuisances.  


 


• The applicant’s Justification document states that the I-7 and I-8 guidelines are met. There are 


only a few residences and no residential areas or population concentrations near the site. The 


few residences are protected from nuisance related to the proposed use through buffering, 


landscaping and controlled operational procedures.  


 


• However, in 2022, conditions have totally reversed. While in 1982, there were only a few single-


family homes scattered around this property, now there are over 1,800 single-family homes 


constituting a population of over 7,000 residents. These residents are very concerned about 


their health and safety because of this proposed heavy industrial use in close proximity.  


 


• Because of these new conditions, a proposed heavy industrial use at this location is 


inappropriate next to an existing  predominantly residential use.  


 


PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT – JANUARY 20, 1983 


• The site is currently occupied by a single-family residence and a nursery that fronts along Aiken 


Rad. 


• Access to the site will be provide by INTERNAL ROADS through the existing quarry to Avoca 


Road. 


• The requirements for the conditional use permit for a quarry are extensive, therefore, the 


suggested binding elements for this request are limited. 


• The Bureau of Highways has purchased a corridor through the property for the right of way of 


the Jefferson Freeway. The Dept. of Transportation will provide an underpass to allow vehicles 


to pass from one side of the freeway to the other WITHOUT USING PUBLIC STREETS.  


• Guideline T-9 suggests that street access to a development through areas of significantly lower 


intensity development be discouraged. Since direct access to the site is from the road within the 


confines of the existing quarry, there should be no significant increase in traffic using Avoca and 


other roads in the vicinity.  


• Residential Guideline R-1 encourages the protection of residential neighborhoods from adverse 


impacts of proposed development and land use changes. The southeast portion of the site is 







adjacent to single family residences fronting on Aiken Rd. These residences are sound and well 


maintained. The blasting and dust could have an adverse impact on the adjoining residential 


area. THE PLAN MAKES PROVISIONS FOR BUFFER STRIPS RANGING IN SIZE FROM 50 FEET TO 370 


FEET FROM ADJOINING PROPOERTIES. Chain link fencing and a landscaped buffer zone will be 


used to separate the quarry from the single-family residences. The applicant should assure the 


Commission that the existing residences in the area will be protected.  


• An extensive buffer is needed to avoid any nuisance to abutting residential properties.  


 


SUMMARY – THE CONCRETE PLANT PROPOSALS VIOLATE PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 


Thank you for the opportunity to explain why we feel strongly that locating a concrete plant in the 


proposed location is a violation of the Plan Certain requirements which run with this land.  


Landscape/Buffer Violation:  The concrete plant is proposed to be located in the original landscape 


buffer which was to remain permanently to screen the residences from the industrial portion of the 


property. Last month, the concrete plant developer plowed down all the landscaping and mature trees 


in this buffer area to make way for the concrete plant. This is clear violation of the Plan Certain. 


Truck Access Violation:  The concrete plant is planning to use the Nursery’s exclusive access road for 


their 80,000-pound concrete-mixer trucks, cement tanker trucks and other heavy trucks delivering 


aggregate stone, sand, and other supplies. However, this access road is a private drive and  approved as 


“Conditional Use Permit” for the Nursery’s business ONLY. 


 


Respectfully, 


 


 


Kim Brice, General Manager 


Lake Forest Community Association 


511 Woodlake Drive 


Louisville, KY   40245 


(502) 245-5253 


 


 


 


 








dschultz

Line



dschultz

Line



dschultz

Line



dschultz

Line



dschultz

Line



dschultz

Line



dschultz

Polygon



dschultz

Callout

This entire 24' needs to be called out as concrete.  There is a 24' dimension at the Aiken entry but it does not specify that the whole road will be concrete.



dschultz

Callout

A 6' ht berm WILL fit in this 40' +/- dimension.  Assume max of 3:1 slope.



dschultz

Callout

A 6' ht berm WILL NOT fit in this 28'+/- dimension.  Assume max of 3:1 slope.



dschultz

Callout

Berm will need to be planted with mature plantings.  A mix of deciduous trees and evergreen trees should be utilized.  Trees should be installed with a minimum height of 15'. Trees should be triangulated on the berm to provide a contiguous screen.  A row of trees at 30'  on center at 1 3/4" caliper size will do nothing to stop dust and/or provide screening (per previous condition of approval #7.  A hardy evergreen hedge should be placed on the top of the berm.  This hedge should be able to grow to 10'+.  This entire area around the concrete silos/plant should be considered vehicular use area as trucks will be driving around this entrie area.



dschultz

Callout

Berm will need to be planted with mature plantings.  A mix of deciduous trees and evergreen trees should be utilized.  Trees should be installed with a minimum height of 15'. Trees should be triangulated on the berm to provide a contiguous screen.  A row of trees at 30'  on center at 1 3/4" caliper size will do nothing to stop dust and/or provide screening.  A hardy evergreen hedge should be placed on the top of the berm.  Schipka Laurel would be a good option.  This entire lot is vehicular use area.
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Callout

What is this material? Is it concrete, asphalt or gravel? Why is not labled?
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Callout

No renderings were submitted with any of the  submittals.  A  picture of a warehouse located at 1103 Spencer Hollow Way was submitted.  The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.
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Callout

No renderings were submitted with the revised plan to show what this building is. The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.
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No renderings or elevations  were submitted for the actual concrete plant structures and silos.  These are major structures on the site and should require elevations as well. The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.
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Overall, there is a complete lack of dimensions shown on this plan.  There are no dimensions shown for buildings, fuel station, aggregate storage bins, or truck wash out from any property lines.  The DDP application requires Building Setbacks with Dimensions as well as typical dimensions of parking spaces and aisles.There are no renderings showing the views for all sides of the buildings, nor any elevations showing the silos and actual concrete mixing plant.The berm proposed on the east of entry drive is not wide enough as shown to even be 6' height assuming a 3:1 max slope.The entry drive has no indication that it will be a solid paved roadway.  It shows a 24' dimension but no callout to paving type other than the screened back survey below that shows gravel on both sides of the narrow concrete strip.  If this road remains gravel it will be a major source of dust contribution.
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Providing a wheel wash system at this location would help to reduce dust and keep contaminents on the subject property. This can be accomplished by a simple 6-8' wide water filled trough that tires have a full rotation through upon exiting the yard.
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How tall are these storage areas.  They should likely require elevations to be submitted as well.
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Over 60% of this site is shown as areas for vehicular use, yet only 90,000 sf is listed.  
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This entire area in purplse should be considered vehicular use area, yet only 90,000 sf is listed.  











From: Taylor Cummins
To: Piagentini, Anthony B.; Liu, Emily; Luckett, Jay P; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; john@bardlaw.net;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Hamilton, Rachael; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert
Cc: Mark.cummins770@gmail.com; melissa.brown@heart.org
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 8:09:19 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design,

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL WAY TOO CLOSE to a large residential
area, church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. My
family was so excited to move to this neighborhood and raise our family here. Our entire
family (both of my husbands’ and my parents) also live here. We wanted to build a life and
raise our kids in this area and so far we have been so blessed to do so. We now have a baby
and the realization that we may have to move or face major health risks is not ok. We have
been so blessed by our neighbors in this neighborhood. This is a kind community of people
who are scared and extremely sad that anyone could be capable of doing this to anyone, let
alone their fellow neighbors. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.

mailto:taylorcummins28@gmail.com
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
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mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Mark.cummins770@gmail.com
mailto:melissa.brown@heart.org


Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant
and nearby roads into Lake Forest
Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value
of our homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

I pray you all do the right thing and deny this application. Once again,  my entire family lives
in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our
lungs when we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/yuxRCyPA7Yskm364UZvQ81?domain=wfpl.org/


Sincerely,

Taylor Cummins and Family 



From: Donna Cummins
To: john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; joe.leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; Luckett, Jay P;
rachel.hamilton@louisville.com; Nicholas Hemming; rachel.hamilton@louisvilleky.com

Subject: Cement Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 16, 2022 10:28:12 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905
Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with
additional precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT
BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities
and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I am
requesting that Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application.

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer
disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original
application. The scale, volume and impact was too extreme for this area. The fact that it was approved by
this board is concerning and questionable. When considering permits of this nature near a substantial
residential development, it cannot be business as usual. You were elected to uphold, but also question
and use logic to determine whether statutes and zoning still make sense - not rubber stamp. I sincerely
hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close
proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is
right/ethical to let it continue.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home
borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes OCCUPIED WITH
TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info
below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a
narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are
school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also
located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That
is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby
roads into Lake Forest. MSD's approval of surface water runoff is questionable based on comments by
their MSD representative at the public forum. It appeared that they sided with the applicant who simply
stated on the application there would be no impact.
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*Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our
homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go
to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in
line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

* APCD discussed how they would monitor air quality. We were told that they follow Federal guidelines for
placement of equipment and rely on them to provide the equipment. As you are aware, we should not rely
on the Federal Government solely for what we should be doing in our great State. Already, the Supreme
Court has sent that power back to the states to decide issues such as, voting and abortion as examples.
Metro Council has to weigh out what makes sense and then work through our legislature to define and
change statutes when needed. The closest monitoring station that would monitor air quality from the
cement plant and adjoining households, according to the APCD spokesperson, was Canon's Lane. Is this
acceptable based on other industries it currently monitors (capacity), dispersal area of highest
concentration from plant (distance), wind speed and direction from plant (path with consideration to
seasonal changes), water impact and potential for slurries and washouts (streams, public water and
potential soil poisoning (EPA).... etc? The risk now is much greater than what zoning considered in 1982
when originally zoned.

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during
review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5)
pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that
this company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are
designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain
types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be
easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes
swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for example,
show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung
disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to
cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious
health effects.

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant
could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This
similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION
COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE
INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

PLEASE do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine
living with a decline in health, safety and value in our community on something we love so much. 
PLEASE DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Donna J. Cummins
824 Lake Forest Pkwy

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bEGTCKr7z4hmEVJOSMQWb8?domain=wfpl.org


From: Vincent Cummins
To: john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; joe.leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; Luckett, Jay P;
rachel.hamilton@louisville.com; Nicholas Hemming

Subject: Cement Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 16, 2022 10:22:37 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905
Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with
additional precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT
BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities
and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I am
requesting that Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer
disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original
application. The scale, volume and impact was too extreme for this area. The fact that it was approved by
this board is concerning and questionable. When considering permits of this nature near a substantial
residential development, it cannot be business as usual. You were elected to uphold, but also question
and use logic to determine whether statutes and zoning still make sense - not rubber stamp. I sincerely
hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close
proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is
right/ethical to let it continue.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home
borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes OCCUPIED WITH
TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info
below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a
narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are
school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also
located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That
is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby
roads into Lake Forest. MSD's approval of surface water runoff is questionable based on comments by
their MSD representative at the public forum. It appeared that they sided with the applicant who simply
stated on the application there would be no impact.
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*Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our
homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go
to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in
line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

* APCD discussed how they would monitor air quality. We were told that they follow Federal guidelines for
placement of equipment and rely on them to provide the equipment. As you are aware, we should not rely
on the Federal Government solely for what we should be doing in our great State. Already, the Supreme
Court has sent that power back to the states to decide issues such as, voting and abortion as examples.
Metro Council has to weigh out what makes sense and then work through our legislature to define and
change statutes when needed. The closest monitoring station that would monitor air quality from the
cement plant and adjoining households, according to the APCD spokesperson, was Canon's Lane. Is this
acceptable based on other industries it currently monitors (capacity), dispersal area of highest
concentration from plant (distance), wind speed and direction from plant (path with consideration to
seasonal changes), water impact and potential for slurries and washouts (streams, public water and
potential soil poisoning (EPA).... etc? The risk now is much greater than what zoning considered in 1982
when originally zoned. 

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during
review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5)
pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that
this company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are
designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain
types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be
easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes
swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for example,
show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung
disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to
cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious
health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant
could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This
similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION
COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE
INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

PLEASE do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine
living with a decline in health, safety and value in our community on something we love so much. 
PLEASE DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Vincent K. Cummins
824 Lake Forest Pkwy

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/UmmZC31rEWu0AnVRhgPZIb?domain=wfpl.org
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From: lauradurancunningham@gmail.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Case 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 4:46:35 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Jay,
I am writing to communicate my opposition to the proposed concrete plant on Aiken Road. The key reasoning
behind my objection is as follows:
-I frequent this road bringing my children to elementary school sports practices at St. Mary’s Center and also when
entering/exiting Lake Forest. The blind corners and limited space on the road is dangerous enough for non-
commercial vehicles and school busses, adding concrete trucks to this road is unnecessarily dangerous.
-Just yesterday (August 31) between 5 and 6 o’clock, I witnessed two wrecks in the area, one at 265 and Old Henry
Road in another on Aiken Road and Arnold Palmer Boulevard. The immediate area near the proposed plant is
already overly congested and the infrastructure has not kept up with the residential and commercial development.
Adding more large trucks in the area is dangerous and adds unnecessary risk.
-I am a parent of two children who I do not want exposed to dust and harmful pollution caused by the plant. Let’s
consider a location with more of a buffer between pollution and families. Why do this here just because one
company wants it?

This is unnecessary and does not take the everyday family into consideration. Common sense would be to move this
plant away from an already congested traffic area and away from family homes. Please help us to fight corporate
greed and protect the area from unnecessary risk and harm.

Kind Regards,
Laura Cunningham
14201 Woodland Ridge Dr.
Louisville KY 40245
502-938-5109
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From: John Danesi
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant on Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 4:51:44 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
I am not against the need of another concrete plant-it just belongs in an industrial area. Therefore I am strongly
opposed to the concrete plant proposed to be built at 13905 Aiken Road, as are most Lake Forest residents and
others who live nearby. It is unconscionable that Louisville would allow this to be built in a residential area,
arguably one of the largest and nicest in Louisville, and so close to an elementary school, a day school for the
intellectually and developmentally disabled and a church. Aiken Road in that area is narrow, windy and already
busy.

It’s not just the concrete trucks that concern me, it’s all the additional large trucks that are required to support that
plant!  The 18 wheelers delivering sand, the large tri-axle trucks delivering the cement mixture, the large trucks
delivering the chemicals needed for concrete in cold temperature.  You would not want your 16 year old daughter,
with her new driving permit to be alone on Aiken road with all that heavy truck traffic!  Not safe.

Please STOP construction of the concrete plant and rezone that property to something more in keeping with the
neighborhood.
Thank you,
John Danesi
Lake Forest Resident

mailto:jdanesi54@gmail.com
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From: Sammi Danesi
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Aiken road proposed concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 1:31:23 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
I am strongly opposed to the concrete plant proposed to be built at 13905 Aiken Road, as are most Lake Forest
residents and others who live nearby. It is unconscionable that Louisville would allow this to be built in a residential
area, arguably one of the largest and nicest in Louisville, and so close to an elementary school, a day school for the
intellectually and developmentally disabled and a church. Aiken Road in that area is narrow, windy and already
busy. It is also a pretty street that still retains some of its rural character.
The noise, air pollution and heavy industrial traffic will ruin the character of this area and create health and safety
hazards for everyone who lives nearby and travels these roads. It is dangerous for our children. For the developers of
this proposed concrete plant to use outdated zoning to push this through and for Louisville to allow it is indefensible
and just plain wrong.
I’ve lived in Louisville for 17 years and have always felt that the zoning here was not the best, seeming to allow
commercial encroachment on nice neighborhoods with little plan. But this is beyond acceptable. Please STOP
construction of the concrete plant and rezone that property to something more in keeping with the neighborhood.
Thank you, Sammi Danesi

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sdanesi1@gmail.com
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From: Bill Daniel
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant, CASE 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 4:43:25 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Mr. Luckett,

 

I would like to state my opposition to the concrete mixing plant being proposed for 13905
Aiken Road.  This plant is not consistent with the nature of the surrounding properties and
could have significant detrimental impacts to those who live, work and travel near the
property.

 

This proposed plant will be in close proximity to hundreds of homes as well as an elementary
school and a center for adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities.  Moreover, this
location is not far from a retirement community.  I believe the air pollution this type of facility
will produce will undoubtedly put those who live, study and play close to this location at risk
of detrimental health impacts.  While this land may currently be zoned for this type of activity
(a zoning characterization that is old and no longer consistent with the local usage of the
surrounding land) that does not mean it should be automatically approved if it will impose
detrimental impacts to those around the location.

 

In addition to the potential for air pollution this site is not situated on a road that was designed
for or can safely accommodate significant levels of heavy truck traffic.  The narrowness of the
road as well as its winding nature makes it incompatible with the large industrial vehicles that
will need to access the site on a daily basis.  This road was constructed many, many years ago
when the area was rural in nature and was anticipated to be used by passenger vehicles and
pickup trucks.  In  addition to regular motor vehicles this road is used on a daily basis during
the school year by school buses transporting children.  Adding these heavy vehicles to a
narrow winding road will increase the chances of an impact with a school bus.

 

I strongly urge that the proposed usage of this property for a concrete mixing plant be denied.

 

Thank you,

 

mailto:billdaniel26@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/7_BcCDkZ64f0QAD6cWhuEG?domain=google.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/7_BcCDkZ64f0QAD6cWhuEG?domain=google.com


Bill Daniel

14804 Forbes Circle

Louisville, KY 40245

502-419-6054

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/okA6CERX14IMKxkASwK0Tk?domain=google.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/okA6CERX14IMKxkASwK0Tk?domain=google.com


From: Helen Daugherty
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 8:06:05 AM
Attachments: image002.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning Jay,  I want to express my concerns to you re: the concrete plant that is right outside of
my neighborhood, Lake Forest.  We have serious health concerns and financial concerns with the plans
for this.  I never was notified that there were plans to develop this property. 
Please help out community!
Thanks
 
 
 

Helen Daugherty
Realtor
 

Office  502.253.0555
Mobile  502.693.5981
Facsimile  502.245.5918
Email  helen@daugherty-group.com
Website  www.daugherty-group.com

101 Bullitt Lane, Suite 110 • Louisville, Kentucky   40222 • United States of America
This email may contain confidential and/or privileged information for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any review or distribution by others is

strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please contact the sender and delete all copies. Opinions, conclusions or other
information expressed or contained in this email are not given or endorsed by the sender unless otherwise affirmed independently by the

sender.

 
 

mailto:helen@daugherty-group.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:helen@daugherty-group.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/sGt9C73yY4UojRBYT8CETQ?domain=daugherty-group.com/



From: Bev Dean
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plant on Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 7:49:20 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,
    This concrete mixing plant next to the neighborhood of Lake Forest that will have to use Aiken
Road 24 hours a day with heavy trucks is very poorly planned and sneaked into being approved,
there is no way Aiken road, a narrow winding road can support the weight of those trucks day in and
day out. People who travel that road by car will be in constant danger from the trucks not being able
to operate in their own lane, this will put the children and their families that attend Stopher
Elementary School at a great risk, this just isn’t acceptable.
     In addition, the dust from the concrete plant will impact our neighborhood where many of us are
getting up there in age. I walk almost daily and dread inhaling concrete dust which has been shown
to be harmful. This plan for a concrete mixing plant was sneaked past us without any notification, I
can assure you there would have been a very large crowd  working against this plan had we known.
Please, please do what you can to help us stop this from happening.
 
Sincerely,
    Beverly Jean Dean, Lake Forest resident who lives very close to this proposed site
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

mailto:BeverlyJeanDean@outlook.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/4q1uClYkXGipLxZxTGzvnL?domain=go.microsoft.com


From: Whitney DeBroka
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Sunday, September 11, 2022 2:24:43 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan, but it doesn’t address the concerns this will pose next to a large residential area, church,
center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of a child attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying
citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to do the right thing and deny this application.

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it be.  

What would you do if this was your child and your neighborhood street?

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away. Stopher Elementary is less than
1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant.
These vehicles will not be able to safely navigate the road. 

What would you do if it was your child on these buses?

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is overwhelming with the current road/traffic situation.

mailto:wdebroka@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My son is in Kindergarten and my daughter will
be next year at Stopher. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering if her bus is going to
make it to/from school without an accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to her lungs when she is playing on the playground at
school. 

Do the right thing and reverse your prior mistake. Don’t be remembered as someone who puts
thousands of children in harms way. 

Sincerely,

Whitney DeVroka

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/UJCwCzp4QZu9JR1Li4qXHa?domain=wfpl.org/


From: Sheri Devore
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:03:42 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe

______________________

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken
Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional
precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL
TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro
Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer
disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original
application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this board
is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose
sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in
such close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it
is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home
borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME
PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info
below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a
narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are
school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also
located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That is
untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby
roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our
homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go
to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in
line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

mailto:ssd99lky@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during review
of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as
the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a
history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air
emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain types
of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be easily inhaled
and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling
(inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the particulate
matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children, including
reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged
exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant could
have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete
mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE
NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE
THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT.
THING!!!!  

WOULD YOU WANT THIS IN YOUR OWN NEIGHBORHOOD???  I BET NOT!!!!!!

Sincerely,

Sheri DeVore

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/zyM0CERX14IMqAP1TN_Bo2?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/AI1aCG6Xz4sG8ygWu7sB6G?domain=wfpl.org/




Sent from my iPhone



From: Paul Dillon
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant Akien
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 1:50:49 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Greetings -

Please consider the proximty of this plant to:

Elementary School near by
One of the largest resendential communites
The existing carbon with 265 traffic
Lost opportunity for a sustainable business

Muchmore could be stated, but this plant is not ideal for our nearby communities. We want clean air, low
noise, and less congestion. This plant will do the complete opposite. Please consider relocating. 

Regards -

Paul Dillon
Beckely Woods Resident
502.974.8108

mailto:padillon04@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Jeff Doerr
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Jeff Doerr
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 2:22:04 PM
Attachments: image.png
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CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Jay:

I hope all is well.  

Please confirm receipt of the following graphics that visually express why this project should not be approved. 
Also, please confirm they will be added to the case record.

Thanks in advance for your assistance.

Regards,

Jeff Doerr
502.295.7265 

 

mailto:jjeffreydoerr@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:jeff@trackonomysystems.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bZ9iCW6Kp4sGZYlmC6jSgZ?domain=linkedin.com


























P DB

B

RCT

I
AA

AA

BR

RCT

RCT

AA

B

AS
I

RCT

DB



P

A

D
B

I

AA









From: Jeff Doerr
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 17, 2022 9:16:30 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello

Just wanted to share my concerns regarding Sunshine's ability to successfully
maintain the proposed Pulse Jet Filtration System.

What is a Pulse Jet Filtration System?  Essentially a vacuum cleaner on steroids that
needs regular care and maintenance to avoid failure.  Its function is to capture all
particulate matter agitated during the mixing process, then use pulses of air to clean
filters enabling dust to be recycled back into the mixture.  

Think about how your vacuum cleaner functions if the bag is full, torn, the hose is
clogged or the door is improperly sealed.  The same can easily happen with the
filtration system at the Concrete Batch Mix Plant causing significant amounts of
harmful particulate matter to be spewed into the air - by the time we file a complaint
with Metro Air Pollution Control District, it will be too late.  Should we trust a company
that cannot successfully mail 44 notifications to manage such a complex filtration
system 24/7?

Here is a list of the Top 5 Issues commonly found in dust collection systems:

1.Bags and Retainers (Cages)
No surprise, after all it is a baghouse. But looking inside the data, a torn, burned or
leaking bag has a cause. Yes, it’s possible that the bag’s life has come to an end, but
the bag performance and lifecycle is not affected by just the bag. High quality bags
fitted improperly or by untrained personnel will shorten bag life. Low quality bags or
incorrectly specified bags will inhibit filtration performance. Look for high quality
retainers (cages) and a professional bag change provider to maximize life.
2.Pulse-Cleaning Systems
Over-pulsing of baghouses is unnecessary. There are very good pulsing control
systems that will correctly regulate pulsing to maximize bag life and not waste
compressed air. Conversely, no pulsing is a bad idea. Make sure the pulse timing is
correct and functional or select an “on-demand” pulse control.
3.Compressed Air
Continuing proof that the pulse-jet baghouse is a system that need all of its
components to work in harmony. Industry studies have shown that 90% of generated
compressed air can be wasted before its applied for its true purpose. If pipes and
couplings leak and valves get stuck, air is wasted and can have profound effect on
energy costs. If the cleaning system is incorrectly set up, header pressure at the dust

mailto:jjeffreydoerr@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


collectors never gets to specification and fails to clean the bags.
4.Door Seals
There is no point in filtering the air if some of it goes out of a poorly fitted access door.
Closures, seals and the structure itself should be repaired to original specification.
5.Differential Pressure Gauges
Manual gauges are prone to clogging and damage. The filter differential pressure is
the indicator that the filtration system is operating effectively. Pressure can be too
high and too low. Bag performance can be enhanced by good pressure regulation.
These days there is every reason to fit a non-clogging pressure transmitter and obtain
24/7 access to this vital readout.

https://www.nedermanmikropul.com/en/knowledge-center/top-5-dust-collector-
problems

Jeff Doerr
502.295.7265 

 

Top 5 Dust Collector Problems | Nederman Mikropul
Updated 6/30/2020 with data from our nationwide service team survey. The MikroPul
nationwide Service Team has enhanced our earlier post regarding common Pulse-Jet dust
collector issues.

www.nedermanmikropul.com

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-GEyCyPA7Yskn9ELuZqPa5?domain=nedermanmikropul.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-GEyCyPA7Yskn9ELuZqPa5?domain=nedermanmikropul.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/J2vrCADXW4I2Y7MEU9Mpkv?domain=linkedin.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/-GEyCyPA7Yskn9ELuZqPa5?domain=nedermanmikropul.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/c9sUCzp4QZu9LJv4cXpKYo?domain=nedermanmikropul.com


From: Jeff Doerr
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Liu, Emily; Hamilton, Rachael; james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org; Kirchdorfer, Robert; marty.pollio@jefferson.kyschools.us; Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 7:21:28 PM
Attachments: image.png
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Importance: High

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe

Hello Jay:

As you are aware, Sunshine Concrete recently rolled out a new development plan with kinder and gentler Concrete Batch Mix
Plant.  It initially filed and gained approval for the largest possible facility the site would support - now with the awareness, new
information and outrage about the ridiculousness of the location, it resubmitted knowing that approval would otherwise likely be
denied because of numerous oversights.  As a result, Sunshine has reduced specifications to the bare minimum required to
operate a Concrete Batch Mix Plant (with additional precautions included that should have been in the original plan).

Although Sunshine’s newfound sense of responsibility should be appreciated, the problem remains:  

Plans violate provisions set forth in PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82 
The plant is still located in a terrible location (inappropriately still zoned M-3 without regard for population growth) 
Is within 600’ of a nearby church and homes (one home is only 150’) 
Will compromise the air quality with dust, particulates and diesel exhaust that will not be proactively monitored 
Will require unstable heavy trucks to hurriedly navigate narrow, windy roads without stoplights or immediate access to
highways 
Will cause traffic and congestion on a road heavily traveled by vehicles and JCPS school busses
Will result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby roads to nearby lower residential elevations
Will be a 24/7 noisy eyesore in close proximity to homes
Will reduce neighborhood property values which will directly impact taxes collected by Metro Louisville. 

LESS may be BETTER…..but not by much.  I trust Metro Planning and Development will use critical thinking to deny approval.  Its
only common sense.

Regards, 

Jeff Doerr
502.295.7265 

Attachments:  With respect for your time I have prepared the following illustrations to convey everyones' concerns.

mailto:jjeffreydoerr@hotmail.com
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From: Alissa Domine
To: Jay Luckett
Subject: Concrete plant Aiken
Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 3:23:30 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

Please accept my email to document my opposition to the concrete plant near Lake Forest.  There may have been a
time when Aiken Road was appropriate for more industrial businesses.  That time has passed with the expansion of
home building near Aiken Road and with the addition of Stopher Elementary near by.  There’s no dispute that a
concrete plant is going to create an environmental problem for people who live by, and also exacerbate an already
terrible traffic problem on that narrow road.  I am adamantly opposed to the concrete plant and hope that you’ll
consider the health of the Lake Forest residents and the children at Stopher.  Finally, I feel certain that the proposed
plant would negatively impact home values in Lake Forest.

Please let me know if you need anything else from me.

Alissa Domine

mailto:ADomine@LouisvilleLawyers.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Devin Dowell
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:33:06 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello,

I don't want my community breathing particulate matter from a concrete batch plant.

Thank you,
Devin Dowell

mailto:devin.dowell@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Mary Dries
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 22-DDP-0116. Aiken Road Concrete Mixing Plant. Letter of Opposition
Date: Friday, September 2, 2022 8:40:42 PM
Attachments: image.png
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CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am opposed to the Revised District Development Plan based on the proximity and air quality
considerations related to nearby R-4 homes, and based on dangerous truck traffic on Aiken
Road. This project does not follow the rezoning approval of this property in 1982. 

Related to air quality:

I believe a concrete mixing plant should be at least 1320 feet from any R-4 home,
similar to requirements in other states (and preferably 2500 feet from any R-4 home).

And the Applicant should be required to show an architectural elevation of any silos in
terms of height, dimensions, lighting, signage, and pollutants, which are not shown on
the current proposed Development Plan.

Also since the Applicant mentioned that "the property is and has been zoned M-3 for heavy
industrial use since 1982", the testimony from 1982 should also be considered,  That is, the
1982 M-3 rezoning was for a rock quarry with the following types of protection against truck
traffic in the Aiken Road residential area.

-------------------------

By Applicant's Attorney, Frank Haddad Jr, from pg 75 of 697 of the main file in 1982,
stating that all access to the M-3 quarry will be west of the Snyder Freeway, with no M-3
access to Aiken Road.

mailto:mpwdries@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov








----------------------------------------------------------------

By Frank Lyons, Plant Manager of the Avoca Quarry, from pg 105 of 697 of the main
file in 1982, stating that the normal hours of operation are 7:30 am to 5:00 pm .  Any new
M-3 operation should maintain similar hours of operation of 7:30 am to 5:00 pm, and
avoid any conflicts with Stopher Elementary School and with the Aiken Road church.

--------------------------------------------------------

By Ted Cable, the Applicant's Planning and Development expert, from pg 110 of 697 of
the main file in 1982, confirming all M-3 traffic east of the Snyder Freeway will use the
tunnel under I-265, and avoid any new traffic on the Aiken Road residential area.



-----------------------------------------------------------

A graphic from CUP B-115-05 in 2005 for a Recycling Facility shows a Nursery and
Greenhouses as a buffer to the Aiken Road residential area, from pg 250 of 697 of the
main file.   The Aiken Road residential area should continue to be protected by Nursery
and Greenhouse types of uses on the M-3 property as proposed in 2005.

-----------------------------------------

The Preliminary Staff Analysis dated 1-20-1983 for 09-062-82, pg. 527 of 697 of the main
file from 1982, states that all M-3 traffic east of I-265 will use the tunnel and Avoca



Road, and not use Aiken Road.

----------------------------------------------

From the Justification Statement for the Zoning District Adjustment (09-062-82) filed
with the Louisville & Jefferson County Planning Commission on 9-24-1982, from pg 658
of 697 of the main file in 1982.  Similarly, Aiken Road residential now should be
protected from the "traffic, noise, and air pollution" effects of a concrete batch plant,
and no truck access to the Aiken Road residential area should be allowed.

Thanks for your consideration in stopping this concrete batch plant anywhere near the Aiken
Road residential area.

M.P. Dries
502.899.9993

      



From: Mary Dries
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 22-DDP-0098 Aiken Road Concrete Mixing Plant. Letter of Opposition
Date: Sunday, September 4, 2022 7:04:48 PM
Attachments: image.png
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CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,

Related to my Letter of Objection on 9-2-2022 (incorrectly mentioned old # of 22-DDP-0116)
I offer the following additional comments:

More recently than the quarry rezoning case, the Old Henry Road Subarea Plan 
(approved by Jefferson County Fiscal Court and endorsed by the Comp Plan 2040) 
has provided additional planning direction for this important transition area between 
an M-3 quarry and the surrounding Neighborhood properties.  

The entire 159-acre M-3 quarry site is located within Planning Area 4 of the Old 
Henry Road Subarea Plan.  More specifically, Guiding Principle No. 12 - Reuse of 
Quarry Lands states:  “A Quarry Site Restoration Master Plan should be 
developed by the property owner, reviewed and approved by the Planning 
Commission and incorporated in this Subara Plan.”  

That is, as described in the Old Henry Road Subarea Plan, a Quarry Site 
Restoration Master Plan with public input should be developed and approved 
by the property owner of the 159-acre quarry site before deciding whether a 
new Concrete Mixing Plant in close proximity to schools, a church, and the 
Lake Forest community is appropriate. Obviously, essentially no one would want a 
Concrete Mixing Plant immediately adjacent to their home and children, with the 
major impacts of concrete truck traffic, school safety, dust, air pollution, and potential 
long-term health effects.

Thanks again for your consideration.

M.P. Dries
502.819.9993

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mary Dries <mpwdries@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Sep 2, 2022 at 8:40 PM
Subject: 22-DDP-0116. Aiken Road Concrete Mixing Plant. Letter of Opposition
To: <jay.luckett@louisvilleky.gov>
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I am opposed to the Revised District Development Plan based on the proximity and air
quality considerations related to nearby R-4 homes, and based on dangerous truck traffic on
Aiken Road. This project does not follow the rezoning approval of this property in 1982. 

Related to air quality:

I believe a concrete mixing plant should be at least 1320 feet from any R-4 home,
similar to requirements in other states (and preferably 2500 feet from any R-4 home).

And the Applicant should be required to show an architectural elevation of any silos
in terms of height, dimensions, lighting, signage, and pollutants, which are not shown
on the current proposed Development Plan.

Also since the Applicant mentioned that "the property is and has been zoned M-3 for heavy
industrial use since 1982", the testimony from 1982 should also be considered,  That is, the
1982 M-3 rezoning was for a rock quarry with the following types of protection against
truck traffic in the Aiken Road residential area.

-------------------------

By Applicant's Attorney, Frank Haddad Jr, from pg 75 of 697 of the main file in 1982,
stating that all access to the M-3 quarry will be west of the Snyder Freeway, with no
M-3 access to Aiken Road.

----------------------------------------------------------------

By Frank Lyons, Plant Manager of the Avoca Quarry, from pg 105 of 697 of the main
file in 1982, stating that the normal hours of operation are 7:30 am to 5:00 pm .  Any
new M-3 operation should maintain similar hours of operation of 7:30 am to 5:00 pm,
and avoid any conflicts with Stopher Elementary School and with the Aiken Road
church.



--------------------------------------------------------

By Ted Cable, the Applicant's Planning and Development expert, from pg 110 of 697 of
the main file in 1982, confirming all M-3 traffic east of the Snyder Freeway will use the
tunnel under I-265, and avoid any new traffic on the Aiken Road residential area.

-----------------------------------------------------------

A graphic from CUP B-115-05 in 2005 for a Recycling Facility shows a Nursery and
Greenhouses as a buffer to the Aiken Road residential area, from pg 250 of 697 of the
main file.   The Aiken Road residential area should continue to be protected by
Nursery and Greenhouse types of uses on the M-3 property as proposed in 2005.



-----------------------------------------

The Preliminary Staff Analysis dated 1-20-1983 for 09-062-82, pg. 527 of 697 of the
main file from 1982, states that all M-3 traffic east of I-265 will use the tunnel and
Avoca Road, and not use Aiken Road.

----------------------------------------------

From the Justification Statement for the Zoning District Adjustment (09-062-82) filed
with the Louisville & Jefferson County Planning Commission on 9-24-1982, from pg
658 of 697 of the main file in 1982.  Similarly, Aiken Road residential now should be
protected from the "traffic, noise, and air pollution" effects of a concrete batch plant,
and no truck access to the Aiken Road residential area should be allowed.



Thanks for your consideration in stopping this concrete batch plant anywhere near the Aiken
Road residential area.

M.P. Dries
502.899.9993

      



From: Mary Dries
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Smith, Chanelle Emily; Jerry McGraw; Kim Brice
Subject: 22-DDP-0098 PubIc Hearing
Date: Monday, September 19, 2022 7:55:30 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Re. Petition for Evening Public Hearing.  22-DDP-0098.  Concrete Mixing Plant, 13905
Aiken Road

Jay,

FYI, Lake Forest homeowners intend to submit a petition for an evening public hearing at a
convenient location associated with the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant:

In the spirit of the Metro Code of Ordinances, a public Planning Commission hearing
should be allowed at a convenient location.

The previous notice by the Applicant in March 2022 (associated with 21-DDP-0116)
was apparently not performed by the Applicant in spite of their faulty certification,
since none of the adjacent property owners received notice and apparently notices
were not returned from 40-year-old addresses which are no longer valid and which
included deaths of several parties from the early 1980s.

I understand that more than 100 emails of opposition have been submitted for 22-
DDP-0098 (even though none of these opposition emails appear to be posted on the
online case file).  These opposing parties should be allowed a convenient location to
voice their concerns to the Planning Commission.  However, we were just informed
that the Planning Commission public hearing is scheduled for 10-6-2022, which is
only 17 days from now.  Two days is insufficient time to obtain 300 signatures for a
petition, which is due 15 days before the Planning Commission public hearing . . .
especially since the Applicant apparently has still not submitted all of its information
to P&DS.

A Concrete Mixing Plant adjacent to a major residential neighborhood is a major concern,
which should receive adequate review by the Planning Commission and adequate time for
the opposition to provide their testimony.  Adjacent properties were not legally notified in
March 2022 of the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant, and the hundreds in opposition now
should not be shut-out by an unnecessary fast-track approval of a horrible proposal.  A
Concrete Mixing Plant will have huge air pollution issues and totally unnecessary concrete
truck traffic on a poor roadway adjacent to a major residential neighborhood.

Please provide time for the opposition to request a Planning Commission public hearing at a
convenient location, and for the Planning Commission to hear and understand the valid
opposition.  A fair hearing for the Applicant and for the Opposition should be held, and the
mistakes associated with the fast-track DRC meeting in March 2022 should not be repeated
again.

mailto:mpwdries@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Chanelle.Smith@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:jerry.mcgraw@lakeforestky.com
mailto:kim@lakeforestky.com


Thanks for your consideration.

Mary P. Dries
502.819.9993



From: Mary Dries
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Letter of Opposition. 22-DDP-0098. Concrete Mixing Plant. 13905 Aiken Road.
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 7:22:01 AM
Attachments: image.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

Since many of us are opposed to 22-DDP-0098, and aren't able to attend the meeting
downtown with short notice, it is important that we be heard since the meeting allows such a
limited amount of time for us to voice our concerns. These letters of opposition are extremely
important. As a grandparent, I am concerned for the safety of the children and their parents,
grandchildren and their grandparents. 

As a Lake Forest homeowner, and after further review, I am providing additional comments of
STRONG opposition to the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant (22-DDP-0098) near Aiken
Road.

There are essentially no good reasons for approval of a Concrete Mixing Plant at this
location.  

The 1982 rezoning to M-3 was for the sole purpose of expanding the quarry operation,
and included many protections for the Aiken Road residential area.  
Since 1982, the residential character of Aiken Road has increased substantially
including hundreds of new homes, the addition of the St. Mary's Center which serves
those with developmental disabilities, and the JCPS Stopher elementary school (see
LOJIC graphic below).
Even more important now than in 1982, the health and safety of those in this major
residential area needs continued protection consistent with the 1982 rezoning.
And truck traffic needs to be kept off of Aiken Road, consistent with the 1982 rezoning. 

On the other hand, there are numerous great reasons for denial of a Concrete Mixing
Plant at this location as summarized below (with additional details described further below):

1. Extensive testimony by the quarry Applicant in 1982 to protect the health and safety
of the Aiken Road residents.

2. Requirements in the approved Old Henry Road Subarea Plan have not been met by
the quarry property owner.

3. Land Development Code (LDC) requirements are contrary to a Concrete Mixing
Plant at this location.

4. Comp Plan 2040 and CHASE Principles are contrary to a Concrete Mixing Plant at
this location.

1.  Extensive testimony to the Planning Commission by the quarry Applicant in 1982

mailto:mpwdries@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov



protecting the Aiken Road residents.

      1A.  Selected testimony by the quarry Applicant in 1982 (from Case 09-062-82)
protecting the health and safety of the Aiken Road residents, including Staff Analysis:

Applicant's Attorney (Frank Haddad Jr on pg 75 of 697) stated that all access to the M-
3 quarry property will be west of the Snyder Freeway, with no M-3 access to Aiken
Road:  "First, there will no new access points to the public roads in the neighborhood
from the new quarry.  We will use a tunnel . . . under the Freeway to transport . . . "

Plant Manager of the Avoca Quarry (Frank Lyons on pg 105 of 697) stated that the
normal operating hours of operation are 7:30 am to 5:00 pm.  Any new M-3 operation
should maintain similar hours of operation, and avoid any conflicts with Aiken Road
residential traffic, including schools and a church:  "The hours that we normally operate
a plant are usually between around 7:30 and 5:00 . . ."

The Applicant's Planning and Development expert (Ted Cable on pg 110 of 697)
confirmed that all M-3 traffic east of the Snyder Freeway will use the tunnel under I-
265, and avoid any new traffic for the Aiken Road residential area:  "The specific
proposal, in addition, internalizes all traffic on the site . . .  by use of a tunnel connecting
the existing operation west of the Jefferson Freeway right-of-way with this expansion,
east of the right-of-way.  By doing so, the proposed use will cause absolutely no traffic
increase of its own on the public roadways."

The Preliminary Staff Analysis (on pg 527 of 697) stated that all M-3 traffic east of I-
265 will use the tunnel and Avoca Road.  That is, no use of Aiken Road.  "The applicant
proposes to expand the operation of an existing quarry on an additional 159 acres. . .
Access to the site will be provided by internal roads through the existing quarry leading
to Avoca Road."

The Justification Statement for the Zoning District Adjustment (from pg 658 of
697) filed with the Louisville & Jefferson County Planning Commission stated that
Aiken Road residential is protected from the "traffic, noise, and air pollution", with no
truck access to the Aiken Road residential area.  "The intent of I-5 is 'To protect
residential areas from increased traffic, noise, and air pollution' and 'to make industrial
development easily accessible for employees and truck traffic.' . . . A significant feature
of the plan is to use the tunnel under the Jefferson Freeway so that truck traffic from the
proposed expansion can reach necessary plant equipment without accessing public
roadways.  There will be no new access points on public roads from the subject
property, with all access being through the existing operation."

       1B.  Selected information provided by the recycling plant Applicant in 2005 (from
Case CUP B-115-05) protecting the Aiken Road residents

A graphic for the Recycling Facility (on pg 250 of 697 of 09-062-82) showed a
Nursery and Greenhouses (which are non-Industrial) as a significant buffer to the Aiken
Road residential area.  The Aiken Road residential area should continue to be protected
by Nursery, Greenhouses, and non-Industrial types of uses on the M-3 property with no
industrial access to Aiken Road, as proposed in 2005.  



2.  Guiding Principle No. 12 in the approved Old Henry Road Subarea Plan has not been
met by the quarry property owner.

The approved Old Henry Road Subarea Plan states the following regarding the
quarry land east of I-265 and south of Old Henry Road:  ". . . the potential for site reuse
and transportation access suggests the need for a guiding principle concerning these
portions of the Subarea."

Guiding Principle No. 12 from the approved Old Henry Road Subarea Plan states: 
"A Quarry Site Restoration and Reuse Master Plan should be developed by the property
owner, reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission and incorporated in this
Subarea Plan."  To my knowledge, the property owner has not prepared a Quarry Site
and Reuse Master Plan to be reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission and
incorporated in the Old Henry Road Subarea Plan.

Until a Quarry Site Restoration and Reuse Master Plan is developed by the property
owner and incorporated in the Old Henry Road Subarea Plan, new Industrial types of
uses should not be approved for the quarry site near Aiken Road.

3.  Land Development Code (LDC) requirements are contrary to a Concrete Mixing
Plant at this location.

For example, Section vi in LDC Section 5.9.2 for Non-Residential Developments
clearly precludes truck traffic through adjacent residential areas:

As stated in the LDC:  "vi.  Truck Access.  Site access shall be designed so that truck
and service vehicle traffic generated by a development shall gain access to the site from
the primary corridor rather than through adjacent residential areas."

Similar roadway requirements in 1982 were used to keep all of the M-3 quarry's truck
traffic off of the residential Aiken Road, by using the tunnel under I-265.  New
industrial uses now should continue staying off of Aiken Road, and continue using the
tunnel under I-265 . . . consistent with LDC Section 5.9.2.

4.  Comp Plan 2040 and CHASE principles are contrary to a Concrete Mixing Plant at
this location.

The CHASE Principles are the "guiding force" behind the Comp Plan 2040.  A Concrete
Mixing Plant at this location is clearly inconsistent with the CHASE Principles C, H, and E in
Plan 2040 of Louisville Metro related to:

Safely Connected
A Healthy quality of life
And Sustainable livable communities

In addition to the CHASE Principles, selected other significant inconsistencies with the Comp
Plan 2040 for a Concrete Mixing Plant at this location include:

Community Form Objective 1.c: "Growth and development patterns are



implemented to foster health and prosperity for all neighborhoods."

Community Form Policy 2.1.4 encourages: "the compatibility of the proposed use
or uses with surrounding uses including the relationship of the use, mass, scale,
height, materials, building footprint, orientation, setback, and design of the proposed
building or buildings with that of surrounding buildings."

Community Form Policy 3.1.10:  "Development within Suburban Workplace Form
Districts may need significant buffering from abutting uses."

Mobility Goal 2:  "Plan, build and maintain a safe, accessible and efficient
transportation system."

Mobility Policy 4:  "Avoid access to development through areas of significantly
lower intensity or density if such access would create significant nuisances."

An unhealthy industrial air pollution source and the large concrete trucks associated
with a Concrete Mixing Plant located near schools, a church, and a major residential
area is not consistent with the 1982 M-3 rezoning, or with the Old Henry Road Subarea
Plan, or with the Comp Plan 2040 and its CHASE Principles.  Air pollution and silica dust
on a constant daily basis from the plant operation and from the hundreds of large concrete
trucks per day should not not be allowed to endanger the public health and safety of nearby
Louisville Metro citizens.

Thanks for your consideration.

Mary P Dries
40245
502.819.9993
 



From: Juliet Dunaway
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Opposition to Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 5:55:07 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

 
Dear Mr. Luckett,
 
It is appalling that our local government agencies would have given approval allowing a concrete
plant to be built on Aiken Road in such close proximity to residential homes, a school and a church.
 
The increased traffic of LARGE trucks on the narrow winding road is of major safety concern.
Increased dust and pollution is also a concern.
 
Because the proper notice was not given the approval process needs to re-start.
 
I’m appalled that our local government has such disregard for the safety of the community.
Did anybody drive Aiken Rd and look at the site?
 
Respectfully but with much revulsion.
 
Juliet Dunaway
615 Woodlake Dr
40245
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From: Duncan, Kirk A LTC USARMY HRC (USA)
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: damong@sunshinebuildersllc.com; john@bardlaw.net; randy@frankotte.com; ldd@ldd-inc.com; Liu, Emily;

rachel.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov; james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.;
jjeffreydoerr@hotmail.com; Becky Duncan

Subject: Concern: Proposed Concrete Mixing Plant (Case 22-DDP-0098) - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:27:16 AM
Attachments: image001.png

2019_Nwafor_Evaluation of a cement dust generation and exposure chamber for rodents_blood heavy metal
status, haematological variables and gastrointestinal motility in rats.pdf
2021_Owonikoko_Standardized experimental model for cement dust exposure; tissue heavy metal
bioaccumulation and pulmonary pathological changes in rats.pdf
2021_Di Claula_Bioaccumulation of toxic metals in children exposed to urban pollution and to cement plant
emissions.pdf
2021_Gharpure_Characterization and Hazard Identification of Respirable Cement and Concrete Dust from
Construction Activities.pdf
2020_Laniyan_Evaluation of Contamination and Ecological Risk of Heavy Metals Associated with Cement
Production in Ewekoro, Southwest Nigeria.pdf

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett-
 
Writing this morning to express my gravest concerns regarding the proposed concrete mixing plant
(Case 22-DDP-0098) – 13905 Aiken Road – and to ask you to share this note with all appropriate
stakeholders involved with the approval process of this concrete plant.   
 
In preparing to submit my formal concerns, I consulted environmental experts from the University of
Louisville’s Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology (and encourage everyone on this email to do
the same). In my discussions with several Ph. D. professors, I was provided the attached – very
recent (2019-2021) – peer reviewed – academic research into the detrimental health and
environmental impacts a concrete mixing plant has on people and environment.  I hope you and all
parties concerned will take the time to reach each study.  Here is a brief summary of each:
 

2019 Nwafor Report:  “Exposure to cement dust has been documented to cause

various occupational and long-term health complications both in human and animal.” …..”Blood
analysis from exposed rats on days 14 and 28 showed significant increase in concentrations of
Calcium, Silicon, Manganese, Iron, Lead, Cadmium, Aluminium and magnesium compared with
unexposed animals. Significant reductions were observed in haematocrit values, red and white
blood cell counts after cement dust exposure. Also, significant increases were observed in the
neutrophil-lymphocyte ratio and erythrocyte sedimentation rate in exposed rats compared with
control. There was a significant decrease in organ weights - stomach, lungs, kidney when
compared with control. Rats exposed to cement dust had significantly decreased small intestinal
motility but increased colonic transit time. Histopathological examination from exposed rats
revealed peribronchiolar infiltration by lymphocytes in the lungs while gastric gland was severely
infiltrated by inflammatory cells. The results from this study are comparable to data obtained from
earlier reported on haematological and heavy metals in humans occupationally exposed to
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Research Article 


Evaluation of a Cement Dust Generation and Exposure 
Chamber for Rodents: Blood Heavy Metal Status, 


Haematological Variables and Gastrointestinal Motility in Rats 
 


Nwafor P.C., Odukanmi O.A., Salami A.T., Owonikoko M, and *Olaleye S.B.  
Department of Physiology, College of Medicine, University of Ibadan. Ibadan Nigeria 


 
 


ABSTRACT 
Exposure to cement dust has been documented to cause various occupational and long-term health complications both in human 


and animal. However, investigations on the extent of toxicity associated with cement dust exposure have been limited by lack of 


suitable model for controlled laboratory exposures. In this study, a glass house animal exposure chamber was fabricated using a 


plexi-glass and a blowing fan of adjustable revolution. Model simulations were validated using experimental data showing the 


effects of cement dust exposure on haematological indices, trace element status and gastrointestinal motility in rats. Thirty male 


Wistar rats were randomly divided into three groups. The unexposed group (n = 10) served as control while the other groups 


were exposed for five hours daily to cement dust (200g) at a revolution of 2400-3000rpm. Blood collected was analysed for some 


haematological variables as well as plasma concentrations of cadmium, lead, silicon, aluminium, manganese, calcium, iron and 


magnesium. Organ weights were measured and histopathological features of the kidney, lungs stomach and liver were assessed 


to determine the degree of tissue damage. Intestinal motility was assessed in vivo using the Charcoal meal method while colonic 


motility was studied by measuring the distance travelled by beads inserted 2cm into the distal colon through the anal opening.  


Data were expressed as Mean ± SEM, analysed using one-way ANOVA and p<0.05 was significant. Blood analysis from exposed 


rats on days 14 and 28 showed significant increase in concentrations of Calcium, Silicon, Manganese, Iron, Lead, Cadmium, 


Aluminium and magnesium compared with unexposed animals. Significant reductions were observed in haematocrit values, red 


and white blood cell counts after cement dust exposure. Also, significant increases were observed in the neutrophil-lymphocyte 


ratio and erythrocyte sedimentation rate in exposed rats compared with control. There was a significant decrease in organ weights 


- stomach, lungs, kidney when compared with control. Rats exposed to cement dust had significantly decreased small intestinal 


motility but increased colonic transit time.  Histopathological examination from exposed rats revealed peribronchiolar infiltration 


by lymphocytes in the lungs while gastric gland was severely infiltrated by inflammatory cells. The results from this study are 


comparable to data obtained from earlier reported on haematological and heavy metals in humans occupationally exposed to 


cement. 


 


Keywords: Cement dust, fabricated chamber, haematological indices and gastric motility 
 


*Author for correspondence: E-mail:  sbolaleye@yahoo.com ; +2348023255893 


 
Received: December, 2017; Accepted: September, 2018 
 


Abstracted by: 
Bioline International, African Journals online (AJOL), Index Copernicus, African Index Medicus (WHO), Excerpta medica 
(EMBASE), CAB Abstracts, SCOPUS, Global Health Abstracts, Asian Science Index, Index Veterinarius 


INTRODUCTION 


 


Man’s environment is constantly being polluted by remains of 


industrial activities which poses serious threat to human 


health. One of such activities in developing countries is 


increased construction of structures such as houses, roads, 


schools, factories, hospitals etc. for which usage of cement is 


inevitable. Cement is a powdery composition (limestone, 


laterites, clay and gypsum) used in making and holding blocks 


or bricks in-place during construction (Amodu and Egwuogu, 


2014). The major components of cement are derived from 


toxic heavy metals such as nickel, cobalt, lead, chromium and 


Silica (Gbadebo and Bankole 2007; Baby et al., 2008; 


Ogunbileje et al, 2013). It also contains Thallium and many 


other impurities (Short and Petsonk, 1996). Many of these 


toxic compounds have been shown to cause damages at both 


cellular and organ levels in the lungs (Ade-Ademilua and 


Obalola, 2008); Akpan et al. 2011), blood (Goyer et al, 1973)  


gut (Olaleye et al, 2006, 2007; Adeleye and Olaleye, 2016; 


Adeleye et al, 2018) in addition to their roles in genetic 
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disorders and cancers. In most developed countries, dusts 


from cement factories is a major problem that both factory 


workers and nearby residents are faced with as it affects the 


quality of air they inhale. Apart from factory workers, cement 


dusts also pose environmental threat to the ecosystem with 


adverse impact on vegetation and aquatic life (Anda, 1986; 


Iqbal and Shafiq, 2000).  


 Several reports are available in literature which 


underscore the adverse effects of repeated and or prolonged 


exposure to cement dusts on the health status of most cement 


factory workers as well as those living around cement 


factories (Calistrusjudge et al., 2002; Fell et al., 2003; 


Lameed, 2008). Excessive exposure to cement dusts Cough 


and phlegm production, chest tightness, impairment of lung 


function, obstructive and restrictive lung disease, pleural 


thickening, fibrosis, emphysema, lung nodulation, 


pneumoconiosis and carcinoma of lung (Alakija et al., 1990; 


Meo, 2004; Baccarelli et al., 2014,). In the gastrointestinal 


tract, cement dust exposure is believed to cause mechanical 


trauma, mucosal inflammation, loss of tooth surface, 


periodontal disease, dental abrasion, dental caries, Stomach 


ache and cancer of stomach (Kolev and Shumkov, 1975; 


Struzak-Wysokinska and Bozyk, 1989; Jakobsson et al, 1990; 


Tuominen and Tuominen, 1992). 


 Most of the reports on the effects of cement dust exposure 


on body functions have been on human studies carried out on 


industry workers or on animals taken to production areas. In 


such studies, quantification of the extent of exposure are 


practically impossible. The implication of this is that 


information on mechanistic and detailed laboratory-based 


exposure models of cement dust exposure in animals are not 


available, leading to limitations in the knowledge of cement 


dust toxicity in the body. In this study, the efficacy of a 


fabricated cement dust exposure chamber was tested and 


validated by assessing and comparing the effects of cement 


dust exposure on hematological indices, trace metal status and 


intestinal motility in rats. 


 


MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 


The Exposure chamber: The fabricated plexiglass house 


animal exposure chamber consists of a square shaped box 


made up plastic glass with two compartments. One of the inner 


compartments houses the experimental animal during 


exposure (Plate 1) while the second inner smaller 


compartment contains two industrial fans which is been 


connected to electricity to blow the cement dust been 


deposited into the compartment to the other compartment that 


houses animal during the exposure at a revolution of 2400-


3000rpm 


 The bigger compartment has a height of 60cm and a width 


of 59.9cm. The smaller inner chamber has a height of 19.6cm 


and a width of 26.1cm. The chamber also contains outlet 


opening (vent) which regulates the temperature of the chamber 


during exposure at every 30minutes interval to prevent 


suffocation of the experimental animal. It has a height of 


9.9cm and a width of 10.6cm. 
 


Animals: Fifteen male Wistar rats (100 – 110g were randomly 


divided into three groups viz: 1-unexposed group (control) 


while other groups 2 and 3 were exposed to cement dust for 


14 and 28 days respectively. Animals were acclimatized for 


two weeks with free access to standard commercial rat chow 


and tap water ad libitum before commencement of studies. 


The animals were housed under standard conditions of 


temperature (23 ± 2ºC), humidity (55 ± 15%) and 


environmental 12hour light and dark cycle in the Animal 


house of Department of Physiology, University of Ibadan, 


Ibadan. They were kept in plastic cages with beddings which 


were adequately changed throughout the study period. They 


were exposed for five hours daily to cement dust (200g) at a 


revolution of 2400-3000rpm in the enclosed plexiglass 


exposure chamber between 8:00 am to 12 noon. 


 


 


    
Plate 1 


Fabricated enclosed cement dust chamber before exposure (plate 1a) and during exposure (plate 1b) 


 







Experimental chamber for cement dust exposure in animals 


81 Afr. J. Biomed. Res. Vol. 22, No.1 (January) 2019 Nwafor, Odukanmi, Salami et al 


 


Exposure procedure: 200g of cement was weighed daily and 


kept in the inner compartment of the exposure chamber for 


circulation. A thick transparent hollow glass plate was placed 


inside the chamber filled with 50ml of distilled water in order 


to ascertain the level of cement dust that will be diffused in to 


the water during exposure so as to measure the effectiveness 


of the chamber and also to compare the concentration found 


in water and that in the blood throughout the period of fourteen 


days and twenty eight days of exposure. Afterwards, animals 


were placed in the outer compartment (as shown in plate 1b) 


and the fan switched on. 


 


Hematological examination: Blood collection was through 


the retro-orbital sinus using heparinized capillary tubes and 


EDTA bottles on days 14 and 28. The blood parameters (PCV, 


HB, WBC and RBC) were determined according to the 


method described by Dacies and Lewis (1994). 
 


Histological Analysis: On sacrificing the animals, the lungs 


and stomach were harvested, weighed and a small section 


were fixed in formalin before Histological evaluation was 


carried out on them. 


 


Metal analysis in blood: After collecting 1 ml of blood into a 


test tube, 2 ml of Nitric acid (HNO3) was added and left 


overnight after thorough mixing. The digested blood was 


placed in water bath and heated for 30 minutes at 98-100°C. 


After cooling, 12mL of distilled water was added to the 


digested blood and filtered. The filtrate was then analyzed for 


the major heavy metals found in cement viz: Calcium, Silicon, 


Manganese, Iron, Lead, Cadmium, Aluminum and 


magnesium using atomic absorption spectrophotometry 


(Awad et al, 2013).  


 


Intestinal motility: In another experiment, intestinal transit 


was determined following the method described by Teke et al. 


(2007). Briefly, Healthy Wistar rats were grouped into 3 (n=5) 


and exposed to cement dust as described earlier. A control 


group was not exposed. All animals were fasted for 18 h prior 


to the administration of charcoal meal. The charcoal meal (1 


mL) (10% charcoal and 5% acacia gum suspended in distilled 


water and made up to 100 mLs of solution) was administered 


by oral gavage to all the groups. The animals were sacrificed 


30 minutes after charcoal meal was given by ketamine 


overdose (100 mg/kg) followed by cervical dislocation. The 


small intestine was removed carefully and lengths of intestine, 


as well as the leading end of the charcoal meal were measured. 


The percentage of distance covered by the charcoal was 


computed to calculate percentage inhibition. 


% transit = (distance traveled by charcoal meal / total length 


of the intestine) x 100 .      


 


Colonic motility: The effect of cement exposure on altered 


gastrointestinal motility was also studied in Wistar rats fasted 


for 24 hours prior to experiment.  The animals were grouped 


into 3 and exposed to cement dust as described earlier. Beads 


of about 2mm were be inserted 2cm into the distal colon 


through the anal opening using the nasogastric tube (NG) 


which was well lubricated. The animals were then placed in 


different plastic cages lined with white tissue rolls and the time 


at which each animal expelled the beads was be noted. Colonic 


motility was be calculated by computing the time between 


bead placement and expulsion of the bead (Osiniki et 


al.,1999). 


 


Ethical considerations; This study was conducted in 


accordance with the current Animal Care Regulations and 


standards approved by the Institute for Laboratory Animal 


Research (ILAR, 1996) and the experimental protocol 


approved by the Animal Care and Use Research Ethics 


Committee of the University of Ibadan. Ibadan, Nigeria 


 


Statistical analysis: All values are expressed as Mean ± SEM 


of the animals used in each group. Independent T-test and one-


way ANOVA were employed to compare differences among 


variables. Comparisons between groups were done using 


appropriate post hoc test and the statistical differences was 


taken to be significant at p<0.05. 


 


 


RESULTS 


 


Body and organ weight changes 


The changes in body weight of the animals after 14- and 28-


days exposure to cement dust are shown in Figure 1. Significant 


decreases in the body weight of exposed animals were apparent 


when compared with the unexposed (control) animals. Table 1 


shows that the relative weights of the kidneys, stomach and 


lungs were significantly decreased in cement dust-exposed rats. 


Liver weight was not significantly affected. 


 


 


 
Figure 1:  


Boy weight profile of rats before and after exposure to cement dust. 


Each vertical bar represents mean ± SEM of 10 rats per group.  


 


Blood parameters: 


The results of studies on the effects of cement dust exposure on 


blood variables are shown in Table 2. The values of red and 


white blood cell counts, platelets as well as Packed Cell 


Volume (PCV) and hemoglobin were significantly decreased in 


rats exposed to cement dust. The effects were marked more on 


the 28-day exposed animals.  
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Table 1:   


Effect of cement dust exposure on body organ weight.  


Groups Organs 


Lungs (g) Liver (g) Kidney (g) Stomach (g) 


Control 1.56 


±0.06 


6.20  


± 0.17 


1.28  


± 0.04 


1.42  


± 0.10 


14 days 


CDE 


1.057  


± 0.06** 


5.25  


± 0.25 


1.11  


± 0.02* 


1.14  


± 0.02* 


28 days 


CDE 


1.37  


± 0.09 


6.80  


±0.39 


1.07  


± 0.01* 


0.96  


± 0.02** 


Values are presented as Mean ± SEM, n=5. *Significant when 


compared to control (P<0.05). ** Highly Significant when compared 


to control (P<0.01) 


 


 Differential white blood cell counts revealed significant 


decreases in the lymphocyte and eosinophil counts in exposed 


rats while neutrophil and monocyte counts were significantly 


increased after 28 days of exposure. However, the decreases 


observed in lymphocyte, neutrophil and eosinophil counts on 


day 14 were not significant when compared with the control 


groups (Table 2). 


 As shown in Fig. 2, Erythrocyte Sedimentation Rate (ESR) 


was significantly increased after 14 and 28 days of exposure to 


cement dust. The figure also shows the relative increase in the 


Neutrophil-Lymphocyte ratio in the exposed rats when 


compared with the control. 


  


Heavy metal levels in blood: 


As shown in Fig. 3, the blood levels of lead and cadmium (3a), 


silicon, aluminum an manganese (3b) as well as calcium, iron 


an magnesium (3c) were all increased the end of the 28 day 


exposure period.  


 


Table 2:   


Effect of cement dust exposure on blood parameters  
Control 14 Days CDE 28 Days CDE 


PCV (%) 40.40±0.67 39.80±1.16 33.80±1.72 *# 


RBC 


(millions/mm3) 


6.53±0.18 6.88±0.19 5.72±0.23 *#  


HB (g/dl) 13.56±0.27 13.68±0.34 11.14±0.58 *# 


WBC 


(millions/mm3) 


8910±737.30 9050±1131 4770±94.34 *# 


Platelet 


(x103/mm3) 


2.55±0.26 1.62±0.90* 1.66±0.89* 


Lymphocyte 70.50±1.04 71.50±1.04 65.50±1.32 *# 


Neutrophils 25.75±0.85 27.25±0.85 31.50±1.19 *# 


Monocytes 1.25±0.25 2.25±0.25 * 2.75±0.25 * 


Eosinophils 2.60±0.24 2.80±0.20 1.20±0.20 *# 


Values are presented as Mean ± SEM, n=10 


* Significant when compared to control (P<0.05). 
# Significant when compared with 14 days CDE (P<0.05) 


CDE stands for cement dust exposure 


 


 


 


 


 
Figure 2: 


Effect of cement dust exposure on erythrocyte sedimentation rate and neutrophil-lymphocyte ratio. Values are presented as Mean ± SEM, n=5    


* Significant when compared to control (P<0.05). # Significant when compared with 14 days CDE (P<0.05) . 
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Figure 3.  


Effect of cement dust exposure on Lead and Cadmium (A), Calcium, iron and magnesium (B) and Silicon, Aluminum and manganese levels. 


Values are presented as Mean ± SEM.  * and # Significant when compared to control and with 14 days CDE (P<0.05) 


 


 


 


Intestinal and colonic motility 


Intestinal motility was significantly decreased 14 and 28 days 


after cement dust exposure compared with control group (Fig 


4). Figure 5 shows the effect of cement dust on colonic transit 


time. Colonic transit time was significantly increased in all 


exposed animals 
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Figure 4:  


Effect of cement dust on Intestinal motility 


Values are presented as Mean ± SEM, n=10 


* Significant when compared to control. 
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Figure 5:  


Effect of cement dust on colonic transit time 


Values are presented as Mean ± SEM, n=10 


* Significant when compared to control. 


# Significant when compared with 14 days CDE 


 


Histology  


The results of the histological examinations of the lung and 


stomach tissues of the exposed rats showed marked 


microscopic changes when compared the tissues of the control 


rats (Plates 2 and 3). 
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Plate 2:  


Histology of The Lungs (H&E Stain MAG. X 100) showing A-Control: showing moderate peri-lymphocyte bronchiolar and vascular infiltration 


(black arrow), there is mild fat deposit at the perivascular region, no vascular congestion is noted. The intra alveolar spaces are not infiltrated 


and alveolar ducts appear normal, B-group 2, day 14: showing moderate lymphocyte follicle and severe peri-bronchial ar infiltration of 


lymphocytes (green arrow). There is moderate thickening of vascular wall and mild vascular congestion noted. The intra alveolar spaces and 


alveolar ducts (red arrow) are severely infiltrated. C-group 3, day 28:  showing moderate fibrosis, severe peri bronchiolar infiltration of 


lymphocytes (black arrow). There is moderate thickening of vascular of vascular and mild vascular congestion noted. There is focal area of mild 


fat deposits. The intra alveolar spaces (slender arrow) and alveolar ducts (red arrow) are severely infiltrated (slender arrow) 


 


 
Plate 3:  


Histology of the Stomach (H&E Stain MAG. X 100) showing Group 1 (A), Unexposed Control; moderate architecture, the mucosa layer shows 


scanty infiltration of the gastric gland and lamina propria. The submucosa layer shows mild infiltration of inflammatory cells (blue arrow). 


Group 2 (B), day 14 CDE: moderate architecture and poorly preserved mucosa epithelial cells layer (white arrow) which are severely eroded, 


there is moderate papillary infoldings, the mucosa layer shows no infiltration of the gastric glands and lamina propria. The submucosal layer 


appear mildly infiltrated by inflammatory cells and moderately vascularized with thickened vascular walls and mild congestion (blue arrow), 


the circular muscle layer (red arrow) appears normal. Group 3 (C), day 28 CDE: fair architecture, the mucosa epithelial cells layer is poorly 


preserved (white arrow), the mucosa layer shows moderate to severe infiltration of the gastric glands and lamina propria. The submucosal layer 


appears severely infiltrated by inflammatory cells (blue arrow) and also show moderate vascularization and mild fibrosis. The circular muscle 


layer (red arrow) appears normal 


 
 


DISCUSSION 


 


In this study, rats were exposed in the laboratory to cement 


dusts via a fabricated exposure chamber. The efficacy of the 


exposure chamber was tested by investigating the effect of the 


exposure on some indicators of toxicity. 


 The body weights of the animals exposed to cement dust 


in this study were decreased when compared with the 


unexposed control rats. Decreased body weights have been 


attributed to several factors such as impaired gastrointestinal 


functions (Chokshi, 2007) probably resulting from increased 


toxic end products during inappropriate food conversion 


(Klaassen et al., 2001).  It could also be as a result of 


impairment or disturbances in the metabolic breakdown 


between carbohydrate, protein and fats  (Klaassen et al., 2001) 


which can be linked to altered food appetite (Ezeonwumelu et 


al., 2011). Changes in body weight have been reported by 


several workers as an indication of toxicity (Lamanna and 


Hart, 1968; Kwan Yuet Ping et al., 2013). Decreased in body 


weight may be used as an index of toxicity or deleterious 


effect of certain substances (Hilaly et al., 2004) which is 


evident in this study. 


 The weights of the liver were not remarkably altered by 


cement dust exposure in this study. This is in line with the 


work of Mojiminiyi et al., (2008) that reported that the liver 


function parameters remained similar in exposed workers 


compared to unexposed workers. Results of this study indicate 


that kidney and lung weights decreased as a result of cement 


dust exposure. 


 The proper functioning of the body system or cells is 


dependent on adequate nourishment, a factor determined by 


the efficacy of blood cells. Blood cells function in 


oxygenation, removal of waste products from organs and 


ultimately conferring immunity to the body system (Barrett et 


al, 2010). Anaemia has been documented over time as an 


index of toxicity. In this study, the blood cells- erythrocytes, 


leucocytes and platelets were significantly diminished in rats 


exposed to cement dusts. The adverse effect of cement dust on 
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hematological variables in humans (Mojimoniyi et al., 2007; 


Mohammed and Sambo, 2008) and animals taken to cement 


manufacturing sites (Yahaya et al, 2011) have been well 


documented. However, while Mojiminiyi et al., (2008) and 


Erhabor et al., (2013) increases in the platelet counts in 


exposed humans, Jude et al., (2002) observed decreases in the 


platelet count in exposed subjects. This disparity thus suggests 


for more investigations. 


 Erythrocyte sedimentation rate has been used clinically to 


denote presence of tissue damage during stress conditions. It 


is also a common haematological test used to measure non-


specific inflammation (Gabriel et al., 2004; Punzi et al., 2005). 


Erythrocyte sedimentation rate is also an indirect 


measurement of fibrinogen level which are observed as acute 


phase protein in disease state (Husain and Kim 2002).  In this 


study, the Erythrocyte sedimentation rate was elevated after 


cement dust exposure. This is similar to the observations of 


Erhabor et al., (2013).  An elevated ESR means fragile and 


reduced levels of red blood cell production which was 


observed in this study and suggesting adverse effect cement 


dust exposure may exert on erythrocyte formation, structure 


and function.   


 Ratios of blood cells- neutrophil-lymphocyte ratio 


(NLR), lymphocyte-monocyte ratio (LMR), platelet-


lymphocyte ratio (PLR), and mean platelet volume (MPV) 


have been projected as useful markers of disease conditions 


including cancers and systemic inflammation response (Liu et 


al., 2011, Seretis et al, 2013; Lee et al, 2018).  In this study, 


neutrophil counts remarkably increased in animals exposed to 


cement dust, similar to the report of Okonkwo et al., (2015) 


and Yahaya et al., (2011). Also, Neutrophil/Lymphocyte ratio 


significantly increased in rats exposed to cement dust.  


   Similar to reports in humans occupationally exposed to 


cement and in studies involving animals taken to sites of 


cement production, our study shows significantly elevated 


levels in blood concentration of Cadmium, Calcium, 


Magnesium, Silicon, Manganese, Lead, Aluminum and Iron 


after 14 and 28 days of cement dust exposure. This finding is 


a confirmation of the previous where elevated levels of these 


heavy metals were detected in blood and lungs of exposed 


humans and animals (Abdul-Wahab, 2006; Gbadebo and 


Bankole, 2007; Akinola et al. 2008; Ade-Ademilua and 


Obalola, 2008; Akpan et al., 2011; El-Abssay et al., 2011).  


 The decrease in the two types of intestinal motility tests 


(small intestinal transit and colonic motility) from this study 


did not present mechanistic evidence to trace the pathways of 


reported findings. However, the reduced motility is an 


indication of stasis in the gut. This slow dynamism of the gut 


movement in the presence of ingested heavy metals might be 


a signal suggestive of danger to the gut’s health. The report by 


Manjula et al (2013) where factory workers exposed to cement 


dust presented with series of gastrointestinal problems ranging 


from diarrhea as well as constipation might suggest 


modulatory roles that the cement dust can play when exposed 


to the gut.  


 Chromium which is a component of cement was recently 


reported to possess decreased intestinal and colonic motility 


properties in rat models exposed to trivalent chromium 


(Odukanmi et al, 2017). This further buttress the reported role 


of delayed in motility adduced to cement dust exposure in this 


current study. Certain gastrointestinal cancers were also 


linked to exposure to cement in some factory workers 


(Jakobsson et al, 1990) and even though this could occur 


through series of pathways, delayed motility is certainly a 


strong precursor in development of gastrointestinal cancers. 


More importantly if the heavy metals have potentials of 


generating reactive oxygen species (Bishak et al, 2015). 


 The observed findings in this study which were very 


similar to animals taken to cement factory environment further 


confirms for the first time that this model mimicks pollutions 


as though in the cement factory. It also buttresses the fact that 


cement dust exposure can be performed experimentally using 


this exposure chamber model. Pathological observations of the 


lungs and kidney, adverse observations of the haematological 


variables of exposed rats as well as elevated heavy metal levels 


found in blood of cement exposed animals confirms that 


cement dust is pathogenic to rats as also observed in humans. 


This study is therefore in concordance with most of the research 


works conducted previously regarding the toxicity effects of 


cement dust exposure to animals and humans 
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A B S T R A C T   


A controlled experimental model of exposure to aerosols particularly for cement dust was recently invented in a 
study from the laboratory that found high serum levels of heavy metals, decrease gastrointestinal motility, and 
altered hematological variables in cement dust exposed rats. However, reproducibility was not considered. This 
work aims at standardizing the model and investigating preliminary toxicological indicators. Thirty male rats 
used in this study were divided into 3 groups (n = 10). Group 1; control, while groups 2 and 3 were exposed to 
cement dust for 14 days and 28 days respectively. We assessed clinical signs of toxicity, tissue heavy metal 
concentration, histopathological, and body weight (BW) changes. We observed poor movement coordination, 
abnormal posture, cephalic fur loss. Evidence of ischemia and fibrotic pneumoconiosis were grossly observed in 
the lungs of the exposed groups. There was a significant increase in tissue level of heavy metals with pulmonary 
and gastric heavy metal content showing a trendy relationship during the period of the exposure as the value of 
Lead, Chromium, Cadmium, Iron, Calcium, and Nickel increased by nearly similar percentages in both tissues. 
Organs weights increased; the 14-day exposed (198 ± 31; 168 ± 22) and 28-day exposed (198 ± 22; 187 ± 26) 
groups had significantly reduced body weight at the first and second weeks of exposure compared to the control 
group (265 ± 26; 357 ± 40) respectively. Exposure to cement dust induced low bone density in the exposed rats 
(p < 0.05). Histopathological alterations include necrosis, inflammatory cellular infiltration, and alveolar hy-
perplasia suggestive of the proliferative response of pulmonary tissue to the dust. The operation of the stan-
dardized apparatus mimics a typical occupational exposure and the findings show that cement dust induces 
systemic toxicity via respiratory perturbation and body/organ weight discordance mediated by heavy metal 
bioaccumulation.   


1. Introduction 


Cement industries constitute a notable source of environmental 
toxicants [1,2] encountered during the manufacturing, distribution, and 
utilization of cement product. Occupational and environmental expo-
sure to cement dust has been known to precede a number of systemic 
injuries with particular reference to the respiratory, gastrointestinal, 
and integumentary systems characterized by fibrosis, emphysema, 
cough, cancer, inflammation, and liver diseases among workers and host 
community residents of cement factories [3,4]. Cement product which 
has wide application in the construction industry is a homogenous 
mixture of hazardous heavy metals such as Cobalt (Co), Iron (Fe), lead 
(Pb), cadmium (Cd), Chromium (Cr), Nickel (Ni), Manganese (Mn), and 
arsenic (As) at different relative proportions [5–7] which have been 


considered to be toxic to the body system. Deleterious health effects of 
cement production at host communities such as Kashmir valley and 
Krew in India [8,9]; Ewekoro in Nigeria [10] and Oromia, Addis Ababa 
in Ethiopia [11] have been severally reported. These reports have 
attracted the attention of researchers to cement dust studies. 


Increased level of consciousness on the adverse health effects of 
cement dust culminates in scientific research since over two decades 
ago; an intervention which has been overtly impeded by the dearth of a 
known model of experimental exposure. Data hitherto analyzed stem-
med basically from questionnaires [12–17,9], examination of health/-
medical records [18,19], interviews [16,20,21] and case report [22]. 


Toxicosis of cement dust is still poorly understood because, hitherto, 
empirical investigations have been achieved only by the deployment of 
crude experimental procedures of merely placing experimental animals 
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in proxy distance to cement factories [10,23]. Meanwhile, this method 
of exposure gives wide room for controversies as a number of other 
confounding environmental factors could be responsible for the reported 
pathologies considering the appreciable physical distance between the 
location of the experimental animals and the actual cement factory. The 
need for experimental research on the pathophysiological mechanisms 
involved in the reported effects of cement dust is required for validation 
and further investigation of its toxicosis. Therefore, an exper-
imental/laboratory method of exposure characterized by simplicity and 
reproducibility is required. Recently, our laboratory developed a model 
for regulated exposure which has been deployed in a preliminary study 
to access the effect of cement dust on some hematological variables and 
indices with interesting outcomes. Emanating data suggest that an in-
crease in serum concentration of some heavy metals including the 
alteration of hematological variables accompany the exposure to cement 
dust [24]. Although the results from this study mimic earlier reports in 
the literature on human subjects, however, the efficacy and reproduc-
ibility of the model cannot be guaranteed. The initial generation and 
distribution of dust by the chamber is characterized by significant en-
tropy, a condition that may be substantially different from the instan-
taneous distribution. These provisions make the effusion rate of the 
chamber dust generation unquantifiable. Also, some important param-
eters of the chamber such as the diameter were not taken into cogni-
zance which further precipitates the challenge of reproducibility. Hence, 
the rationale for this study is to standardize the chamber and since 
inhalation is one of the three major routes of exposure to respirable 
particulate matters from the external environment, we set to investigate 
the attendant effect of cement dust exposure on the pulmonary 
cytoarchitecture and the probable accompanying heavy metal accu-
mulation tendency particularly in the visceral tissues. 


2. Materials and methodology 


2.1. Animals 


Thirty (30), 3-month-old male Wistar rats weighing between 
150− 180 g were purchased from the animal house of the college of 
Medicine, University of Ibadan, and were kept in plastic cages with 
wood shavings. They were housed under standard conditions of tem-
perature (23 ± 2 ◦C), humidity (55 ± 15 %), and natural 12 h light and 
dark cycle in the Animal house of Department of Physiology, University 
of Ibadan, Ibadan. They were allowed access to water and standard 


laboratory chow ad libitum. 
Following two weeks of acclimatization, they were exposed to 


cement dust with the aid of an exposure chamber fabricated according to 
the specifications below (Fig. 1A and B). This study was conducted in 
accordance with the current Animal Care Regulations and standards 
approved by the Institute for Laboratory Animal Research [25] and the 
experimental protocol was approved by the Animal Care and Use 
Research Ethics Committee, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria hav-
ing been assigned the approval number UI-ACUREC/18/0129. 


2.2. Standardized design and operation of the Exposure Apparatus 


The dust exposure was carried out with the use of a fabricated non- 
mobile apparatus designed to simulate a cement factory environment for 
the exposure of experimental animals to particulate matters. Unlike the 
previous report [24], the method was standardized by modifying it into 
a perfect square of 60 cm in height, breadth, and width, made of 
transparent plexiglass. An internal subchamber of height 20 cm, breadth 
26 cm, and diameter of 32.8 cm is specifically designed to house the 
dust. Made of plexiglass, the subchamber is designed to contain cement 
dust with its walls adequately perforated to ensure constant effusion of 
cement dust-laden air into the portion of the chamber housing the rats. 
There is no available entrance to the subchamber from the internal 
portion of the apparatus. This is with the intention to prevent the 
explorative animals from mechanical injury, to prevent the interruption 
of the dispensing circuitry of the chamber to ensure sustained; main-
taining constant effusion rate, and to prevent direct ingestion of the dust. 
The apparatus which is particularly designed to avail the experimental 
animals a wide range of movement consists of a manipulative chimney 
of 30 cm by 10 cm dimension located on the apparatus lid (dorsally) and 
diagonally to the internal subchamber, perpendicularly to the internal 
subchamber and opened during operational periods but closed 
thereafter. 


The subchamber houses two miniature metallic quadri-bladded 
aerators situated at an anterodorsal right angle to each other. The aer-
ators are heavy duty type of model CNS-3− 20/620 (serial number 
S40141392) running in main alternating current of 220 V, power of 
27 W, current of 0.25A, and frequency of 50/60 Hz. They are capable of 
moving with a speed of 2400/3400 rpm. When connected to a power 
source, sufficient torque equips the aerators as they synergistically 
generate, propel and deliver the dust in inhalable form from the sub-
chamber to the internal portion of the apparatus housing the 


Fig. 1. A: The Description of the apparatus. B: The apparatus in operation (Advancement and modifications stated in Table 2).  
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experimental animals. The specificity of the aerators enables the gen-
eration and dispensation of about 0.2 g/h of the dust. 


2.3. Cement material and exposure 


A full intact and freshly supplied bag of Nigeria Portland cement was 
purchased from an accredited depot in Ibadan, Oyo state, Nigeria. The 
exposure began daily by introducing 100 g of cement dust into the 
subchamber. Old and remnant dust were evacuated prior to exposure 
every other day. This routine practice was maintained on daily basis. 
Exposure was 5 h daily for periods of 14 days and 28 days using the 
exposure chamber. The control rats received sham exposure to normal 
atmospheric oxygen. They were all sacrificed thereafter. 


2.4. Experimental rats grouping 


There were three (3) groups in this study each with 10 animals. The 
first group (Group 1) of rats were the control group. The second group 
(Group 2) received cement dust exposure for 14 days (14-day group) 
while the last group (Group 3) were exposed to cement dust for 28 days 
(28-day group). Exposure was carried out 5 h daily. The control Group 
animals were allowed to thrive in completely dust-free environment. 
The experimental animals were all allowed free access to standard lab-
oratory chow and water. 


2.5. Body and organ weights 


The weekly weight changes of the animals in the groups each were 
determined using Acculab® USA, Model-vic-303 electronic analytical 
weighing balance and recorded while weekly percentage change in 
weight throughout the study was calculated as:  


[(B – A)/A x 100]                                                                            (1) 


Where “A” represents the “initial weight”, “B” is the “final weight”. 
During sacrifice, visceral organs including the stomach, lungs, heart, 


spleen and brain were collected. The relative organ weight was calcu-
lated by using the formula;  


(X/ Y) x100 g                                                                                 (2) 


Where “x” represents the “Absolute Organ Weight”; the raw weight of 
the organ as obtained from the weighing balance while “y” is the 
“Terminal Body Weight (TBW)”; the instantaneous weight of the animal 
at the point of sacrifice. 


Mean Femoral Weight (MFW) is the sum of the weight of the femur 
divided by “n” per group while Relative Femoral Weight (RFW) was 
calculated from the equation below  


(FW/TBW) g                                                                                  (3) 


Mean Relative Femoral Weight (MRFW) is the sum of the RFW 
divided by “n” per group 


The same as above was applicable to the femur after collecting and 
the attached muscles carefully trimmed off. 


2.6. Clinical observations 


Each animal in the different groups were carefully examined on daily 
basis before and after experimental exposure for possible clinical signs of 
cement dust-induced toxicity in the respiratory and behavioural pat-
terns, skin, fur, eyes and other mucous areas while morbidity/mortality 
case was equally noted. At the end of the experiment, the animals were 
fasted overnight but were allowed access to water. All visceral organs 
including the stomach, spleen, lungs and brain were excised, carefully 
examined before weighing and thereafter digested for heavy metal 
analysis except the lungs tissue that was divided into two and part of it 
was fixed in 10 % formalin for histopathology. 


2.7. Digestion of tissue and heavy metal analysis 


Heavy metal level in the lungs, brain, stomach and spleen of the 
exposed animals were investigated according to [26]. Nitric acid (1 mL) 
followed by perchloric acid (1 mL) was added to 100 mg of the tissues 
each in a clean sample bottle. The mixtures were then digested over a 
sand bath until the solution becomes clear and yellow in colour. In the 
instance of the outcome of brown-coloured digest, the above process was 
repeated. The digests were aliquoted after being made up to known 
volume of ionized water and read using Atomic Absorption spectro-
photometer model (Buck Scientific AAS Model 210/211 VGP, Con-
necticut, USA) at various wavelengths according to the standard 
working parameters stated in Table 1 below. Results of accumulated 
heavy metals were recorded in mg/L and presented as mean ± SEM. 
Radiation source were the hollow cathode lamp of Lead (Pb), Chromium 
(Cr), Cadmium (Cd), Nickel (Ni), Iron (Fe), Manganese (Mn), Cobalt 
(Co) and Calcium (Ca) while the fuel was air acetylene. 


2.8. Macroscopy and histomorphological investigation 


Following the sacrifice of the animals, the lungs were excised and 
carefully examined for any macroscopic pathology before fixing in 10 % 
formalin for histological examinations. They were thereafter embedded 
in paraffin wax; sectioned at 5 μm and were stained with haematoxylin 
and eosin before viewing under light microscope (PEC MEDICAL USA; 
X400 Mag) for any pneumopathological alterations according to [27]. 
The histological and pathological evaluations were carried out by a 
blinded pathologist. 


2.9. Statistical analysis 


Statistical analyses were done using Graphpad prism 5.0® and data 
presented as mean ± SEM for n = 5 per group while One-way ANOVA 
and Dunnette post-hoc test were used for mean comparison between the 
different groups with p < 0.05 considered significant as stated at each 
case. 


3. Results 


The chamber as modified and standardized is pictorially represented 
above in Fig. 1A and B. The major discrepancies and the standardizing 
factors are analysed in Table 2 below. 


The width of the chamber and the subchamber had been slightly 
adjusted to suit that of a perfect square. Although the height of the 
chamber remains the same but that of the subchamber was slightly 
reduced. The diameter and the dust effusion rate were determined. This 
is expected not only to increase the internal space of the major part of 
the chamber but also to modify the aerosolized dust. Overall, the 
modifications ensured effective and calculable dust effusion rate. 


3.1. Clinical signs 


One rat died after two weeks of exposure out of the 28-day exposed 
animals (Group 3) while the period of exposure lasted. A number of 
clinical signs of toxicities such as mortality, laboured breathing, 


Table 1 
Operational parameters of atomic absorption spectrophotometer.  


S/NO METAL WAVELENGTH (nm) SLIT WIDTH 


1 Lead 283.3 0.7 
2 Chromium 357.9 0.7 
3 Cadmium 228.9 0.7 
4 Cobalt 352.7 0.7 
5 Manganese 279.5 0.7 
6 Iron 248.3 0.7  
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increased fur lability and cephalic fur loss. Other signs were frequent 
sneezing, abnormal posture and hypoactivity. There was evidence of 
poor nervous coordination resembling that of hemiballism and tremor. It 
was equally observed that the vigor and boisterous tendencies exhibited 
by the exposed animals at the beginning of the experiment gave way for 
docility, weakness and anorexia occasioned by restricted movement 
before the end of the experiment Fig. 2B. The exposed animals also show 
sign of drastic weight loss than the control. During sacrifice, there were 
grossly observable conditions of fibrotic pneumoconiosis at the caudal 
lobe alongside with being pus-gorged portions (black arrows in Fig. 2D, 
E and F) near the deep respiratory zone. There was also evidence of 
pulmonary ischemia with grossly observable pale red patches at the 
serosal surface of the anterior lobes (yellow arrow in Fig. 2F) in the 14- 
and 28-days exposed animals. 


3.2. Body and organ weight changes 


Table 4 shows that the 14-day exposed group and 28-day exposed 
group had significantly reduced body weight at the first and second 
weeks of exposure (Week 1 – week 4 in the table) compared to the 
control group. The rate of body weight gain in the test groups (14-day 
and 28-day exposed) was significantly reduced in the weeks of exposure 
when compared with the control. Also, the TBW and weight changes of 
the femur present an interesting statistic with the 14-day group showing 
marginal difference and 28-day showing a significant difference when 
compared with the control group. For instance, TBW of the 14-day 
exposed groups decreased by 10.67 % while the 28-day group 
decreased by 16.42 % when compared with the control. The MFW of the 
14-day exposed group present 9.34 % while the 28-day exposed group 
present 31.78 %. MRFW shows the same trend with the 28- and 14-days 
exposed group showing 27.14 % and 8.57 % respectively. The foregoing 


Table 2 
Modifications entrenched to standardize the earlier model of cement dust 
exposure.  


PARTS SPECIFICATIONS MODIFICATIONS FUNCTIONAL 
ALLOWANCES 


DUST 
GENERATOR 


1Plastic and 1 iron 
bladed industrial fan 


2 iron bladed 
aerators 


CHAMBER 
WIDTH 


59.9cm 60 cm 


CHAMBER 
HEIGHT 60 cm 60 cm 


CHAMBER 
DIAMETER Unknown 84.9cm 


SUBCHAMBER 
WIDTH 


26.1cm 26 cm 


SUBCHAMBER 
HEIGHT 


19.6 cm 20 cm 


SUBCHAMBER 
DIAMETER Not stated 32.8 cm 


CHIMNEY AREA 10.6cm × 9.9cm 30cm × 10cm 


FAN SPEED 2400− 3000rpm 2400− 3000rpm 


DUST EFFUSION 
RATE 


Unknown 0.2 g/hr Reproducible  


Fig. 2. A-F: Observed clinical signs of toxicity 
among cement dust exposed animals; A: Ce-
phalic fur loss (black arrow) and abnormal 
posture following 28-day cement dust exposure. 
B: Docility and hypoactivity of exposed animals 
showing maintenance of stationary position. D, 
E and F: pulmonary emphysema and haemor-
rhages of caudal lobe of the lungs in the 14- and 
28-days exposed animals. E and F: pus-gorged 
and pulmonary ischemia of the caudal lobes 
respectively (black arrows) and pale red 
patches on the anterior lobe of the lungs (yel-
low arrow); all compared with C: A normal 
lungs (from the control group) showing normal 
appearance and intact gross morphology. (For 
interpretation of the references to colour in this 
figure legend, the reader is referred to the web 
version of this article.)   
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shows that the body weight of the 28-day exposed group is more affected 
than the 14-day group. 


3.3. Histoarchitectural alterations 


Fig. 3A-F, represent the photomicrographs of experimental animals 
from the control, 14-day and 28-day exposed groups respectively. The 
control animals (Fig. 3A and B) show normal lungs cytoarchitecture 
while the treated groups (3C-F) had an array of pathological manifes-
tations including fibrinoid necrosis, evidence of emphysema and in-
flammatory response of the tissue marked by mononuclear cell 
infiltration. Alveolar type II pneumocyte hyperplasia was observed in 
addition to those alterations at the 28-day exposed group. Table 6 shows 


the distribution and severity of the pulmonary histopathological 
changes observed in this study with hyperplasia of histiocytes, mono-
nuclear cell infiltration in alveoli, medial hypertrophy of muscular ar-
teries and fibrinoid necrosis being the most predominant pathologies 
while presence of eosinophilic substance, fibroblast proliferation, 
oedema and alveolar septal thickening were the least observed which 
were all completely absent in the control animals. 


Fig. 4A-F represent the relative weights of the stomach, spleen, lungs, 
heart, brain and femur respectively while Table 3 shows femoral bone 
weight changes. The relative weight of the lungs (F-value = 16.25, p- 
Value = 0.0010), stomach (F-value = 5.307, p-Value = 0.0223), and 
spleen (F-value = 27.64, p-Value = 0.009) were significantly higher in 
14-day and 28-day groups when compared to the control. However, the 


Fig. 3. A and B: Lung tissue showing normal 
architecture of control animals. C and D: Lung 
tissue showing alveolar congestion and hemor-
rhage (Fig. 3C brown arrow), Alveolar septal 
thickening with congestion, hemorrhages, 
diffuse mild type II pneumocyte proliferation 
and infiltration of mononuclear cell infiltration 
(Fig. 3D; black arrow) of 14-day Exposed ani-
mal. E and F: Lungs showing effect of cement 
dust on pulmonary tissue with evidence of se-
vere alveolar type II pneumocyte cell hyper-
plasia (Fig. 3E green arrow) and mononuclear 
cell infiltration (Fig. 3F black arrow) and 
medial hypertrophy of muscular arteries and 
fibrinoid necrosis of 28-day exposed animals. 
Mag: X400. (For interpretation of the references 
to colour in this figure legend, the reader is 
referred to the web version of this article.)   
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relative weights of the brain (F-value = 5.323, p-Value = 0.0298) and 
femur (F-value = 50.33, p-Value = 0.0002) was significantly higher only 
in the 28-day group while that of the heart increased significantly only 
in the 14-day exposed group when compared with the control at 
p < 0.05. Lung, stomach and brain tissues shows somewhat similar 
pattern of response to cement dust exposure. While other organs (Heart 
and Spleen) show a mithridatic reduction in the 28-day group when 
compared with the 14-day group, stomach, lungs and brain tissues in 


Fig. 4A, B and E respectively depicted a persistent increase in weight 
from the 14-day to the 28-day. 


3.4. Heavy metals analysis 


Heavy metals analysis as found in Table 5 above represents a 
considerable output. Analysis of the heavy metal content of the various 
visceral organs shows that the lung tissue has a significantly high level of 


Fig. 4. A Effect of cement dust on relative 
lungs weight. ** Significant when compared 
with the control. B: Effect of cement dust on 
relative stomach weight. ** Significant when 
compared with the control. C: Effect of cement 
dust on relative heart weight. ** Significant 
when compared with the control. D: Effect of 
cement dust on relative spleen weight. ** Sig-
nificant when compared with the control. E: 
Effect of cement dust on relative brain weight. 
** Significant when compared with the control. 
F: Effect of cement dust on femoral weight and 
mean femoral weight. ** Significant when 
compared with the control.   
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Ni at 14-day and 28-day groups, Cr and Co showed significantly high 
level only at 28-day while Cd was significant only at the 14-day exposed 
group when compared with the control. The stomach tissue has signif-
icantly high Pb, Fe at both exposed groups (14-day and 28-day expo-
sure), while Cr and Ni were significantly high only at the 28-day exposed 
group when compared with the control. The brain tissue as shown by the 
14-day and 28-day groups had significantly high levels of Pb, Cd, Mn, 
and Ni while Cr and Fe were only significantly higher in the 28-day 
group compared to the control. The spleen at both 14-day and 28-day 
groups depicted a significantly high level of Pb, Cr, Co, Ni while Cd 
and Mn were only significantly high at the 28-day group when compared 
with the control. 


The values of Fe in the respective organs (brain, spleen, lungs, and 
stomach) are significantly higher in the test groups when compared with 
the control. Moreover, values of this metal in the 14-day exposed group 
approximately twice as found in the 28-day exposed group. This is 


consistent with all the assessed organs. Values of Ca in the test groups 
(14- and 28-day) in the respective organs are significantly higher than in 
the control. However, the 28-day group produced multiple folds of value 
as found in the 14-day except for the stomach sample where the 14-day 
is approximately half. Values of Pb and Cr are also significantly higher in 
the test group when compared with the control. Similarly, almost none 
of the values presents a double or multiple fold of the other. The 28-day 
group only show a marginal increase when compared with the 14-day 
group. With respect to the data from the lungs, Pb and Cr show a mar-
ginal increase over time as found in the comparison between the 14-day 
and the 28-day groups, Cd decreased, Co and Mn increased in multiple 
(5 and 7 times respectively). Only, Fe and Ni doubly increased in line 
with what might be expected considering the double length of exposure. 
In the brain tissue, only Fe increased doubly while other metals appear 
about the same level at both the 14- and 28-day groups. In the spleen, 
however, Pb and Cr increase are similar to the findings in the lungs, 
whereas Cd, Co, Mn, Fe, and Ni all increased 5, 3, 4, 2, and 3 times 
respectively, showing substantial accumulation from 14 to 28 day of 
exposure. Available data at the 14- and 28-day exposed groups partic-
ularly for the lungs and stomach are interesting when compared with the 


Table 3 
Mean relative femoral weight of experimental animal following exposure to 
cement dust.  


GROUPS TBW(g) MFW(g) MRFW 


CONTROL 168.7 ± 4.1 1.07 ± 0.03 0.7 ± 0.03 
14-DAY 150.7 ± 2.4* 0.97 ± 0.03* 0.64 ± 0.01 
28-DAY 141.0 ± 5.51* 0.73 ± 0.13* 0.51 ± 0.07* 


Only values of the MRFW are presented in mean ± SEM. 
TBW- Terminal body weight; MFW; mean Femoral Weight; MRFW; mean 
Relative Femoral Weight. 


* p < 0.05 are significant when compared with control.  


Table 4 
Weekly percentage mean body weight change induced by 4 weeks exposure to 
cement dust.  


GROUPS WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK3 WEEK 4 


CONTROL 165 ± 26 257 ± 40 373 ± 50 463 ± 58 
14-DAY 98 ± 31* 68 ± 22*   
28-DAY 96 ± 22* 87 ± 26* 152 ± 45* 166 ± 52* 


Values are presented in percentages. 
* p < 0.05 is significant when compared to the control.  


Table 5 
Heavy metal analysis of the various tissues (mg/L) of experimental animals exposed to cement dust.  


PARAMETERS ORGANS 


HEAVY METAL GROUPS LUNGS BRAIN SPLEEN STOMACH 


Pb 
CONTROL 0.03 ± 0.00 0.05 ± 0.01 0.04 ± 0.00 0.03 ± 0.01 
14-DAY 0.95 ± 0.07* 1.05 ± 0.06* 1.29 ± 0.14* 1.02 ± 0.04* 
28-DAY 1.02 ± 0.07* 1.08 ± 0.33* 1.43 ± 0.24* 1.10 ± 0.03* 


Cr 
CONTROL 0.02 ± 0.00 0.06 ± 0.03 0.07 ± 0.01 0.03 ± 0.01 
14-DAY 0.17 ± 0.04* 0.11 ± 0.00 0.12 ± 0.01* 0.12 ± 0.00* 
28-DAY 0.26 ± 0.08* 0.15 ± 0.00* 0.17 ± 0.01* 0.35 ± 0.12* 


Cd 
CONTROL 0.04 ± 0.01 0.01 ± 0.00 0.01 ± 0.00 0.02 ± 0.01 
14-DAY 0.35 ± 0.05* 0.05 ± 0.02* 0.05 ± 0.01* 0.06 ± 0.01 
28-DAY 0.12 ± 0.07* 0.05 ± 0.01* 0.27 ± 0.03* 0.05 ± 0.01 


Co 
CONTROL 0.02 ± 0.00 0.05 ± 0.00 0.01 ± 0.00 0.11 ± 0.01 
14-DAY 0.16 ± 0.05* 0.44 ± 0.17* 0.20 ± 0.07* 0.39 ± 0.02* 
28-DAY 0.84 ± 0.15* 0.45 ± 0.13* 0.74 ± 0.13* 0.30 ± 0.03* 


Mn 
CONTROL 0.05 ± 0.01 0.00 ± 0.00 0.02 ± 0.01 0.07 ± 0.01 
14-DAY 0.13 ± 0.01* 0.06 ± 0.00 0.04 ± 0.01 0.06 ± 0.01 
28-DAY 0.98 ± 0.00* 0.08 ± 0.0* 0.18 ± 0.08* 0.06 ± 0.01 


Fe 
CONTROL 0.02 ± 0.00 0.16 ± 0.02 0.04 ± 0.00 0.06 ± 0.01 
14-DAY 0.59 ± 0.07* 1.18 ± 0.13* 0.14 ± 0.01* 1.81 ± 0.27* 
28-DAY 1.15 ± 0.00* 2.52 ± 0.22* 0.25 ± 0.02* 3.76 ± 0.33* 


Ni 
CONTROL 0.05 ± 0.01 0.02 ± 0.00 0.00 ± 0.00 0.02 ± 0.00 
14-DAY 0.14 ± 0.01* 0.14 ± 0.01* 0.05 ± 0.02* 0.06 ± 0.01 
28-DAY 0.24 ± 0.01* 0.18 ± 0.01* 0.15 ± 0.02* 0.40 ± 0.08* 


Values are presented as mean ± SEM; *p < 0.05 are significant when compared with control. 


Table 6 
Observed pulmonary histomorphometry of rats exposed to cement dust.  


ALTERATIONS/GROUPS CONTROL 14 DAY 28 DAY 


Alveolar type II Pneumocyte Hyperplasia ̶ þþ þþþ


Alveolar mononuclear cell infiltration ̶ þþ þþþ


Focal Hemorrhage ̶ þþ þþ


Alveolar Septal thickening ̶ þ ̶ þþ


Emphysema ̶ þþ þþ


Periarteitis ̶ þþ þþ


Medial hypertrophy of muscular arteries ̶ þ ̶ þþþ


Eosinophilic Substance ̶ þ ̶ þþ


Fibroblast tissue proliferation ̶ þ ̶ þþ


Fibrinoid Necrosis of blood vessels ̶ þþ þþþ


Oedema ̶ þ ̶ þþ


The observed morphological alteration of the erythrocyte was assessed using the 
grade below: 
̶ : morphological change absent in animals in a group. 
+ ̶ : morphological change rarely found in animals in a group. 
+: morphological change found in some animals in a group. 
++: morphological change common to all animals of a particular group. 
+++: morphological change common to most animals in the exposed groups. 
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control. There was a substantially significant difference between the 
treated and control groups. A more interesting difference is observable 
between the 14-day and 28-day groups. Asides from Co and Mn, all other 
heavy metals assessed in this study follow a similar pattern of bio-
accumulation in the two tissues. 


4. Discussion 


This study presents a standardized form of the earlier presented and 
deployed exposure model [24]. The morphology, operation, and modi-
fication of the model were presented in Fig. 1A, B, and Table 2. It meets 
the need to simplify, substantiate and normalize the suitability of the 
model in the assessment of the systemic effect of inhalable/particulate 
matters. It was deployed in this study to assess the effect of cement dust 
on the respiratory tract; the foremost points of call for investigation in 
aerosol-mediated toxicity. The primitive exposure chamber was fabri-
cated and immediately deployed for use. Initially, it was not clear if the 
chamber would fill the gap of the experimental toxicological evaluation 
model particularly with respect to occupational/residential scale of 
exposure or not. However, subsequent results emanating from the study 
featured a number of pathological manifestations that closely mimic 
those earlier reported in the literature on human subjects in many 
conditions of case reports, questionnaires, interviews, etc. hence, the 
need to standardize the exposure chamber became overtly expedient. 
The “modification” column of Table 2 outlines the advancement of the 
chamber with a view to standardizing it. For the present study, the dust 
generation rate was stabilized at 0.2 g/hr. 


Cement particles have been reported to consist of toxic metals in 
varied proportions [28,29] depending particularly on the raw materials 
used. Nigeria cement dust particles contain very high concentrations of 
heavy metals known to be lethal even at small doses such as Cd, Pb, and 
mercury (Hg) [30]. The significantly high levels of Pb, Cd, Cr, Co, Ni, 
Mn, and Fe observed in the stomach, lungs, heart, and brain tissues of 
the exposed animals confirm intoxication with heavy metallic compo-
nents of the dust. There is a considerable siamese relationship between 
the pattern of heavy metals deposition at the lungs and stomach tissues 
as shown by Table 5. Almost all the heavy metals show a similar trend of 
bioaccumulation, particularly when the test groups are compared. This 
similarity is probably borne out of the anatomical relationship between 
the lungs and the gastrointestinal tract (GIT) as established by the 
mucociliary escalator. The GIT is susceptible to the toxicosis of any 
toxicant found within the upper respiratory tract. Germs, particles, dust, 
and other pollutants in the inspired air are trapped by mucus before the 
mucociliary escalator moves them up and out of the lungs. These ma-
terials can then be removed from the body via coughing or swallowing. 
The latter makes the GIT become vulnerable to the debris moved out of 
the lungs. In the case of this study, the heavy metal-loaded dust removed 
from the lungs may have found its way to the GIT where they stimulate 
similar pathophysiological mechanisms. Similar evidence was recently 
reported by [31] who found significantly high levels of heavy metal in 
visceral organs of rats co-exposed to cadmium and lead, and [32] who 
similarly found significantly high levels of heavy metals in various tis-
sues of snails picked around cement factory. Also, in plant physiology, 
similar evidence has been reported where heavy metallic constituents of 
cement dust have been demonstrated to leach into the soil around 
cement factory site causing a significantly higher proportion of toxic 
metal within the factory neighborhood [2,33,34]. Recently, our labo-
ratory reported an increase in plasma concentration of heavy metals 
following exposure to cement particles [24]. The present study provides 
the first evidence using experimental animals that cement dust could 
trigger heavy metal bioaccumulation in living tissues. After heavy metal 
intoxication; sequestration and bioaccumulation precede a number of 
pathological manifestations [35] as they are not easily metabolized or 
excreted [36]. Apart from Cd, Pb, and Hg that are known to elicit sys-
temic toxicities even at low concentrations [37,38], most divalent cat-
ions have been implicated in effective cytophysiology as they participate 


in most intracellular activities such as oxidative phosphorylation, 
enzymatic activities, nucleic acid, and protein synthesis, membrane 
stabilization, and transport. However, regulation of their relative bio-
logical abundance and bioavailability is a requirement for the effective 
functioning of the cell. Asides from the sole toxicities of heavy metals, 
their influx into the cell as typified by cement dust exposure is delete-
rious as they compete for transporters with essential trace elements 
especially when they exceed the homeostatically tolerable limit [39,40]; 
thereby leading to loss of function as a result of deficiencies of essential 
minerals [41]. 


Clinical presentations are often indicators of systemic toxicity. The 
observed clinical signs following exposure in this study confirm the 
systemic toxicity of cement dust. The animals exhibited vigour at the 
initial stage of the study exploring every accessible point within the 
apparatus including the top of the subchamber. The fabricated chamber 
differs significantly in internal morphology and space from the plastic 
cages they were housed. This answers for the rambunctious behavior 
initially exhibited by the animals. However, towards the end of the 
experiment, they appeared docile, hypoactive, and anorexic constantly 
maintaining a stationary position. This could be due to the stress accu-
mulation occasioned by the exposure to the dust or perhaps due to 
anorexia. The mortality of one animal which occurred while the expo-
sure was ongoing may be due to multi-organ failure caused by the acute 
effect of the heavy metal in the dust. The observed laboured breathing 
and frequent sneezing are suggestive of respiratory distress induced by 
cement dust. 


The source of bodily functions, regulation, and integration is the 
central nervous system (CNS) being principally composed of the brain 
and the spinal cord. It gathers information from far and near extremities 
for coordination and control. Maintenance of gait, posture, and coor-
dination of movement right from thought to execution are all the 
functions of the CNS. Dyskinesia and other poor movement coordination 
resembling hemiballism, abnormal posture, and hypoactivity as 
observed in this study following the exposure to cement dust indicate a 
central nervous disorder. The dermal route is one of the major routes of 
exposure to cement aerosol; others being inhalation and gastrointestinal 
routes. Since cement dust is an airborne toxicant, the skin, by virtue of 
its large surface area remains the most affected. It quickly settles on the 
skin and exerts topical effects with toxicoses yet to be studied in detail. 
In this study, exposure to cement dust may be responsible for the 
integumentary degradation as marked by increased fur lability. It was 
evident that more than one animal showed signs of loss of fur at the 
cephalic region at different times during the study. 


Abnormal body weight change is considered a veritable toxicity 
index [42–44]. Similarly, organ weight is an indicator of the physio-
logical or pathological condition of experimental animals [45,46]. There 
was a significant reduction in weekly body weight gain which is in 
contrast with an increase in the relative visceral organs (stomach, 
spleen, lungs, and brain) weights of the exposed groups when compared 
with the control (Fig. 4A-F). Although daily food intake was not 
assessed, the exposed and the control were equally allowed free access to 
food and water. The weight discrepancies observed in this study may 
either be due to anorexia or the direct systemic toxicity induced by the 
dust. The foregoing is expected since visceral organs are directly 
exposed to the deleterious effect of toxicants [47]. Most organs have the 
ability to sequester heavy metals following entry into the body [35]. 
This finding is in concert with several other findings [48–50]. Also, [51] 
in their study involving exposure of experimental animals to silica found 
significantly higher lung weight of the exposed animals when compared 
with the control. The condition of organomegaly observed in this study 
is an indication that the exposed rats bioaccumulated the heavy metals. 
The latter which is a condition typical of heavy metal toxicity remains an 
inevitable precursor to pathological manifestations especially during 
carcinogenesis [52]. 


Bone density changes have been shown to inversely correlate with 
heavy metal toxicity (Hee-Sook et al., 2016). Bone has been regarded as 
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one of the major target sites for heavy metal toxicosis [53–55]. Heavy 
metals such as Pb and (Cd) which accumulate in the bone matrix can 
store up significantly and displaced calcium, leading to bone deminer-
alization, and in the process makes the bone susceptible to osteoporosis. 
Even though the comprehensive and holistic explanation is not yet 
available in the literature, exposure to a higher concentration of Cd 
alone has been strongly linked to lower bone densities, decrease 
trabecular number and decrease thickness [53,55,56]. Co-exposure to 
Pd and Cd stimulates bone histopathological damage [57]. As the largest 
bone in the body, the decrease in femoral density observed in this study 
suggests the possibility of chelation of essential minerals like calcium 
from the bone matrix causing mineral imbalance which may eventually 
predispose the bone to osteoporosis. Low bone density observed in this 
study does not only corroborate but is also suspected to be responsible 
for the low body weight gain observed in the exposed groups. 


Pulmonary tissue reaction to dust particles is known to be dependent 
on a number of factors such as the composition of the dust, the length of 
exposure, and the immunological status of the exposed [58]. Of more 
significance is the composition of cement dust owing to its multi-heavy 
metallic composition. Pneumoconiosis was grossly observed in the lung 
tissue of the exposed groups (Fig. 2D-F) when compared to the control 
(Fig. 2C). The topical pulmonary effect of the dust culminates the 
observed pneumoconiosis; the fibrogenic tendency of the dust is thereby 
suspected. The onset of the pneumopathology may be the stimulus for 
the respiratory distress observed in some of the exposed animals as they 
show irregular and laboured breathing. The clinical signs of toxicity 
observed in this study show a wide range of semblance with the path-
ological manifestations that accompany occupational exposure to 
cement dust [12,16,59,60]. In addition, the serosal surface of the lungs 
shows signs of infarction (Fig. 2F). This is suggestive that exposure to 
cement dust may significantly affect blood supply at the organ level. 
Cytoarchitectural investigations play a significant role in establishing 
pathological alterations at the tissue level following exposure to toxi-
cants. It gives reliable information about the extent of degradation in 
exposed tissues difficult to be observed macroscopically, cellularly, or 
even with the aid of subcellular biomarkers [61]. Pulmonary histo-
pathological disruptions after exposure to cement dust had been earlier 
reported by a study of in-situ exposure [10] where inflammation, dis-
rupted bronchiole and bronchus, and degenerated the epithelial lining 
were observed. Fig. 3A–F shows an array of histopathological alterations 
while Table 6 shows the frequency and severity of the observed alter-
ations secondary to cement dust exposure. The black arrow in Fig. 3D 
shows infiltration of inflammatory cells. Inflammatory cells play sig-
nificant roles in the development and healing of either chemical or 
topical injuries. Analogous to any condition of heavy metal intoxication, 
infiltration of inflammatory cells is considered a reliable yardstick for 
the assessment of the pathogenesis of heavy metal-induced toxicosis as 
they are known to produce and release pro-inflammatory cytokines, 
proteolytic enzymes, reactive oxygen, and nitrogen species [62]. 
Neutrophilic infiltration is known to precede the cascade of mechanisms 
that herald injuries on tissues. Hence, the histopathological changes 
observed in this study which feature inflammatory cell and mononuclear 
cell infiltration are indicators of the pro-inflammatory tendency of the 
dust. Meanwhile, according to Balduzzi and colleagues, crystalline silica 
elicits inflammatory cell production which ultimately leads to free 
radical generation [63]. The respiratory distress observed in the exposed 
animals may be due to the free radicals generated via the topical pul-
monary effect of crystalline silica, a major compound constituent of 
cement dust, or by the inflammatory cell infiltration observed in the 
histoarchitectural alteration above. The “black arrow” in Fig. 4B depicts 
alveolar hyperplasia in the lung tissues. This condition is suggestive of 
the proliferative reaction of pulmonary tissue to the dust; a notable 
characteristic of the onset of carcinogenesis. Howbeit, [64] and [65] had 
established the positive correlations between cancer of the respiratory 
system and the length of cement dust exposure period, the literature has 
been devoid of laboratory-based support for the claim. Air space 


enlargement is an early sign of emphysema. 


5. Conclusion 


This study provides a standardized laboratory-based experimental 
model of exposure for investigation on cement dust toxicity. It generally 
revealed heavy metal bioaccumulation and histoarchitectural alteration 
as organ damaging mechanisms with respect to the respiratory system. 
The exposure apparatus has been modified and standardized to mimic 
the cement factory environment and host communities of cement fac-
tories alike who are equally vulnerable to cement dust toxicities as 
occupationally exposed individuals. The results from this study add to 
the relatively few experimental-based data available on cement dust and 
therefore advance the existing claims of its toxicity. The pathogenesis of 
cement dust-induced toxicities is not limited to bioaccumulation of the 
heavy metal content of cement dust but also includes organomegaly and 
pneumopathological alterations. Further studies on the toxicosis of 
cement dust are hereby encouraged in order to validate the epidemio-
logical reports in the literature on cement dust-induced pathologies and 
to incite policies geared towards the protection of occupationally and 
geographically exposed individuals. 
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Abstract
Cement plants located in urban areas can increase health risk. Although children are particularly vulnerable, biomonitor-
ing studies are lacking. Toenail concentration of 24 metals was measured in 366 children (6–10 years), who live and attend 
school in a city hosting a cement plant. Living addresses and schools were geocoded and attributed to exposed or control 
areas, according to modeled ground concentrations of  PM10 generated by the cement plant. Air levels of  PM10 and  NO2 
were monitored.  PM10 levels were higher in the exposed, than in the control area. The highest mean  PM10 concentration 
was recorded close to the cement plant. Conversely, the highest  NO2 concentration was in the control area, where vehicular 
traffic and home heating were the prevalent sources of pollutants. Exposed children had higher concentrations of Nickel 
(Ni), Cadmium (Cd), Mercury (Hg), and Arsenic (As) than controls. These concentrations correlated each other, indicating 
a common source. Toenail Barium (Ba) concentration was higher in the control- than in the exposed area. The location of 
the attended school was a predictor of Cd, Hg, Ni, Ba concentrations, after adjusting for confounders. In conclusion, children 
living and attending school in an urban area exposed to cement plant emissions show a chronic bioaccumulation of toxic 
metals, and a significant exposure to  PM10 pollution. Cement plants located in populous urban areas seem therefore harmful, 
and primary prevention policies to protect children health are needed.


Keywords Heavy metals · Cement plants · PM10 · Nitrogen dioxide · Biomonitoring · Children health


Introduction


Cement plants are frequently located in urban areas at high 
population density. However, the production of cement gen-
erates emission of particulate matter (Leone et al., 2016; 
Mohebbi and Baroutian 2007), gaseous pollutants (i.e., 
nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides, carbon oxides (Lei et al., 
2011)), heavy metals (Chen et al., 2010; Chen, 2020; Gupta 
et al., 2012; Liu et al., 2019; Wu, 2021), and persistent 
organic pollutants (i.e., polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins 
and dibenzofurans, polychlorinated biphenyls Richards and 
Agranovski 2017; Zou et al., 2018)). Thus, the presence of 
cement plants has been linked with altered air quality in 
working areas (Noto et al., 2015) and in urban areas (Leone 
et al., 2016). Furthermore, previous studies indicate an 
increased risk of adverse health outcomes in exposed adults 


(Bertoldi et al., 2012; Eom et al., 2017; Raffetti et al., 2019) 
and children (Bertoldi et al., 2012; Garcia-Perez et al., 2017; 
Marcon, 2014).


Although fly ashes from industrial combustion in cement 
kilns are released into atmosphere after appropriate purifica-
tion, this procedure does not seem to adequately avoid the 
unintentional contamination of environmental matrices and, 
as a consequence, human exposure to toxic chemicals.


In particular, previous evidence points to cement produc-
tion as a relevant contributor for the atmospheric emissions 
of several heavy metals as mercury (Chen et al., 2020; Wu 
et al., 2021), copper, arsenic, nickel, cadmium (Chen et al., 
2010; Gupta et al., 2012; Liu et al., 2019), and chromium 
(Hwang et al., 2018; Isikli et al., 2003). Some of these met-
als have been identified as biomarkers of exposure deriving 
from cement production (Raffetti et al., 2019).


Heavy metals produced by human industrial activities 
can generate negative effects to human health and to the 
environment, because of their persistence, toxicity, bio-
logical accumulation, and molecular interactions (Rehman 
et al., 2018; Wu et al., 2016). In children, in particular, 
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health risks include altered growth and development (Shah, 
2020), obesity (Fan et al., 2017; Shao et al., 2017), neuro-
logic (Alemany, 2017; Pujol, 2016; Rehmani et al., 2017), 
cognitive (Lucchini, 2019), respiratory disorders (Madri-
gal et al., 2018; Zheng et al., 2013), and cancer (Xu 2019; 
Zhang, 2019a; Zumel-Marne et al., 2019). In adults, long-
term exposure t-o heavy metals has been mainly linked with 
impaired cognitive function and cognitive decline (Bakulski 
et al., 2020), osteopenia or osteoporosis (Jalili et al., 2020), 
altered glucose metabolism, insulin resistance and meta-
bolic syndrome (Cortes et al., 2021; Guo et al., 2019; Moon 
2014; Wen et al., 2020; Yang et al., 2020), obesity (Wang 
et al., 2018b), hypertension (Wu, 2018), cardiovascular risk 
(Domingo-Relloso, 2019; Wang et al., 2019), decrease renal 
function (Tsai et al., 2017), and cancer (Duan, 2020; IARC 
2012).


In proximity of cement plants, heavy metals have been 
detected in environmental air (suspended particulate matter) 
(Ali-Khodja et al., 2008), in soil (Bermudez et al., 2010; 
Lv, 2018; Wang et al., 2018a; Yatkin and Bayram 2010) 
and, in humans (adult age), in biological samples as blood, 
urine and hair (Afridi, 2011; Dong et al., 2015; Hwang et al., 
2018; Isikli et al., 2006).


Although the paediatric age appears particularly vulner-
able to emissions generated by cement plants (Bertoldi et al., 
2012; Garcia-Perez et al., 2017; Marcon et al., 2014), scarce 
information exists on body accumulation of several metals in 
children living close to these industrial facilities.


An increased health risk can also be present when chil-
dren living in the surrounding of a cement plant are exposed 
to air concentration of particulate matter not exceeding the 
exposure limit (Marcon et al., 2014). Particulate matter 
vehiculates toxic metals, and children exposed to metal pol-
lution early and chronically can accumulate negative health 
effects (Carrizales, 2006; Claus Henn, 2017,2016; Haynes, 
2015; Torres-Agustin, 2013) mainly due to oxidative damage 
(Pizzino, 2017; Zheng et al., 2013), and to a more significant 
lung deposition of fine particles, as compared with adults 
(Sanchez-Soberon et al., 2015).


In this complex scenario, the pathways linking the envi-
ronmental concentration of pollutants, the bioaccumulation 
of toxic elements, and the possible development of health 
effects in the short- and in the long-term, cannot be compre-
hensively depicted by separate analyses on environmental 
or biological monitoring. Thus, the combined evaluation of 
human biomonitoring techniques and environmental mon-
itoring appears as a key tool for an adequate assessment 
of the body burden of toxic chemicals, and to explore the 
individual risk linked with an unhealthy environment. This 
approach adequately evaluates the combined results of dif-
ferent modalities of metals intake (i.e., inhalation, ingestion, 
dermal absorption) (Joas, 2012; Llobet et al., 2003).


Human nail clips, in particular, represent a valuable sam-
ple to assess metal exposure of various origin (Esteban and 
Castano 2009). The procedure is validated and noninvasive 
for the assessment of metal concentration, and has been used 
extensively used in pediatric age (Carneiro et al., 2011a; da 
Silveira Fleck et al., 2017; Menezes-Filho, 2018; Rodrigues 
2018; Slotnick et al., 2005). Thus, the assessment of metal 
concentration in human nails represents a suitable indicator 
of long-term exposures (Hunter 1990; Slotnick and Nriagu 
2006) to pollutants of anthropogenic origin (Hopps 1977; 
Hunter et al., 1990; Slotnick and Nriagu 2006; Sukumar 
2006; Yaemsiri et al., 2010).


Methods


Study Design


We measured toenail concentration of a wide panel of metals 
(see below) in children living and attending public elemen-
tary schools in the city of Barletta (Apulia region, South-
ern Italy, 93,275 residents in the year 2020), an urban area 
hosting a large cement plant with a production capacity of 
about one-million-ton cement/year, powered with fossil fuels 
and waste-derived fuel. According to the European Pollut-
ant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR, https:// prtr. eea. 
europa. eu/#/ home), the main activity of this facility is the 
production of cement clinker and clinker grinding. An addi-
tional activity is the incineration of non-hazardous waste 
included in the EU directive 2000/76/EC.


A public campaign in five elementary schools (from 
November 2019 to January 2020) served to explain the 
aims of the study to teachers, parents and children. At the 
end of the campaign, a total of 366 children (188 females, 
age range 6–10 years) were enrolled on a voluntary basis, 
after both parents signed the informed consent. Children 
also agreed to participate as volunteers and expressed con-
sent. The enrolled subjects were the 8.5% of children aged 
6–10 years living in the city of Barletta in the year 2020 
(4,289 children). Inclusion criteria were living at the same 
address in the last 6 months before enrollment, and the 
absence of known diseases.


In the explored area, ground concentrations of particu-
late matter with a diameter of ≤ 10 µm  (PM10) emitted by 
the cement plant had been previously modeled by a 3-D 
Lagrangian Particle Model (SPRAY) (Rotatori and Pirrone 
2012). This model is particularly fit to assess the environ-
mental impact of industrial facilities located in complex 
geographical areas, where land/sea breeze and topography 
generate complex circulation patterns. The model allows an 
accurate assessment of the atmospheric dispersion of pollut-
ants in non-homogenous and non-stationary conditions, also 
considering a reliable reconstruction of complex wind and 



https://prtr.eea.europa.eu/#/home
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turbulence fields (Gariazzo et al., 2004). The pollutant con-
centration used as input was the maximal  PM10 stack emis-
sion limit allowed for the cement plant (20 mg/Nm3) (Rota-
tori and Pirrone 2012). Results, expressed by a colorimetric 
map, represent the average yearly ground concentration of 
 PM10 following atmospheric transport. According to the pol-
lutant dispersion model, the urban area with the minimal 
estimated ground concentrations of  PM10 (i.e., below 0.5 μg/
m3) was considered as the control area. Conversely, the 
exposed urban area was that with the estimated ground con-
centration of  PM10 in the range 0.5–40 μg/m3 (Fig. 1). The 
address of the five explored schools and the home address 
of each enrolled children were geocoded and attributed to 
exposed or control area. According to the E-PRTR, the only 
industrial facility releasing air pollutants in the exposed area 
is the cement plant. Other relevant sources of air pollutants 
in both the exposed and the control area are vehicular traffic 
and home heating.


According to geocoding, 174 children attended two 
schools in the exposed area, and 192 attended the remain-
ing three schools in the control area (Fig. 1). Not all children 
lived in the same area of the attended school. Thus, in order 
to evaluate the role of the individual exposure during the 
whole day, children were also divided according to home 
address, and the following three subgroups were considered: 


children living and attending schools in the control area 
(group A, n = 189, the less exposed subgroup); children 
living or attending schools in the exposed area (group B, 
n = 110, children only exposed at school or at home); chil-
dren living and attending schools in the exposed area (group 
C, n = 67, the most exposed subgroup).


The study was approved by the local ethics committee 
(inter-provincial ethics committee, ASL FG/ASL BAT 
authorization n. 108/CE/2019).


Nail Collection, Sample Preparation, and Analysis


Toenail sample collection was conducted in all schools in 
a unique day (February 26, 2020). Parents were asked not 
to cut children’s nails in the month before sample collec-
tion (from January 25 to February 26, 2020). Toenails were 
selected for sampling as preferential to fingernails due to the 
minor risk of external contamination (Barbosa et al., 2005). 
The procedure for toenail collection, sample preparation, 
and analysis is a well standardized technique (Sanches and 
Saiki 2011), and used extensively (Butler, 2018; Carneiro 
et al., 2011b; Chanpiwat et al., 2015; Coelho, 2014; da Sil-
veira Fleck et al., 2017; Di Ciaula et al., 2020; Gault, 2008; 
Grashow et al., 2014; Oyoo-Okoth et al., 2010; Slotnick 
et al., 2005; Wickre et al., 2004; Wilhelm et al., 1994).


Fig. 1  Map of the explored city (Barletta, southern Italy, Apulia 
region), with a colorimetric modeling of the average yearly ground 
concentrations of  PM10 emitted by the cement plant, following 
atmospheric transport. The site of the cement plant is delimited by 
a black line. The ground concentrations of  PM10 generated by the 
cement plant have been estimated by a 3-D Lagrangian model (Rota-
tori and Pirrone 2012). According to the dispersion model, the urban 
area with the minimal estimated ground concentrations of  PM10 
(i.e., below 0.5 μg/m3) has been considered as the control area. The 
exposed urban area was that with estimated ground concentration of 


 PM10 in the range between 0.5 and 40 μg/m3. The five yellow marks 
indicate the location of the explored schools (i.e., two exposed, three 
control schools). The black triangle indicates the location of the air 
monitoring station positioned in the high exposure area. The blue tri-
angle indicates the location of the air monitoring station positioned in 
the intermediate exposure area. In the inlet, the red triangle indicates 
the monitoring station used for control exposure (see methods sec-
tion). Map elaborated from Google Earth Pro and pollutant dispersion 
model (Rotatori and Pirrone 2012)
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Toenails were clipped using ceramic blade to avoid pos-
sible contamination. Samples were stored in a 10 mL poly-
propylene tube for subsequent analysis, and scissors were 
cleaned with a light-acid solution.


Before assessing metal concentrations, samples were 
immersed in a 70% ethanol solution without stirring or soni-
cation for a period of 10 min, to reduce the risk of microbio-
logical contamination. Exogenous impurities were removed 
by a multistep washing procedure with acetone and Milli-Q 
purified water, and the cleaned samples were kept at room 
temperature for a period from 24 to 48 h for drying. The 
dry samples were weighed, and the concentration of 24 ele-
ments was subsequently calculated, using inductively cou-
pled plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS): Antimony (Sb), 
Arsenic (As), Barium (Ba), Beryllium (Be), Boron (B), 
Cadmium (Cd), Chromium (Cr), Cobalt (Co), Manganese 
(Mn), Mercury (Hg), Molybdenum (Mo), Nickel (Ni), Lead 
(Pb), Copper (Cu), Selenium (Se), Silver (Ag), Thallium 
(Tl), Tellurium (Te), Thorium (Th), Titanium (Ti), Tungsten 
(W), Uranium (U), Vanadium (V) and Zinc (Zn). Given the 
mass variation of the nail samples, specific methodological 
Limits of Detection (LOD) were adopted for each sample. 
The analytical procedure was performed using a standard-
ized technique, according to the EPA 6020A 2007 method. 
https:// 19jan uary2 017sn apshot. epa. gov/ sites/ produ ction/ 
files/ 2015- 07/ docum ents/ epa- 6020a. pdf


Assessment of Air Pollutants


The average daily air concentrations of  PM10 and nitrogen 
dioxide  (NO2) were assessed during the four months pre-
ceding toenail sampling (from November 1, 2019 to Feb-
ruary 26, 2020), and during the whole year 2019 by three 
air monitoring stations positioned and regularly managed 
by the Regional Environmental Agency (ARPA Puglia). 
Periodic quality control and validation of recorded data are 
performed by ARPA Puglia according to technical criteria 
depicted by national and international directives (D. Lgs. 
155/2010, EU Directive 2008/50/CE). The concentrations 
of  PM10 and  NO2 are available, for each monitoring station, 
as average daily values expressed in µg/m3. The full database 
of recorded data is publicly available (http:// old. arpa. puglia. 
it/ web/ guest/ meta- aria).


As shown in Fig. 1, the first monitoring station is posi-
tioned at about 0.5 km from the cement plant, in an area 
with an average yearly ground concentration of  PM10 above 
2 µg/m3, as estimated by the dispersion model (Rotatori and 
Pirrone 2012). This was defined as high exposure area. The 
second monitoring station is positioned at about 0.7 km from 
the cement plant, in an area (defined as intermediate expo-
sure) with an average yearly ground concentration of  PM10 
in the range 0.5–1 µg/m3, as estimated by the dispersion 
model (Rotatori and Pirrone 2012). The third monitoring 


station (control exposure) is located at 9 km from the cement 
plant, in a nearby urban area (city of Andria, 98,414 resi-
dents in the year 2020), with characteristics similar to the 
city of Barletta but with urban pollution primarily generated 
by vehicular traffic and home heating. In this control area 
there are no industrial plants with stack emissions recorded 
in the E-PRTR.


Assessment of Potential Confounders


Further environmental conditions or personal behaviors 
possibly influencing the concentration of metals in toenails 
were explored by a specific questionnaire administered at 
enrollment. Considered as confounders were domestic heat-
ing using biomass, orthodontic treatments, regular outdoor 
sports, regular exposure to passive smoke, consumption of 
locally grown vegetables. The questionnaire was adminis-
tered to parents for self-compilation.


Statistical Analysis


Frequencies of categorical variables, means, standard errors, 
medians and range of continuous variables were calcu-
lated. The χ2 test (proportions), the Mann–Whitney U test 
(unpaired data) or the Kruskal–Wallis Multiple-Comparison 
Z Value test (inter-group differences) were employed to eval-
uate differences. Correlations were tested using the Spear-
man’s rank correlation coefficient. Tobit regression models 
were employed to examine the associations between the 
toenail concentration of metals, the location of the attended 
schools, and the role of potential confounders. Tobit regres-
sion was used to accommodate the left-censored nature of 
values, due to the presence of samples with metal concen-
tration below the limit of detection (Lubin, 2004). Metal 
concentrations were log-transformed to meet the normal 
assumption (Tobin 1958). P values < 0.05 were considered 
statistically significant. Analyses were performed using R 
software version 3.5.1 (R Project for Statistical Computing, 
available from https:// www.r- proje ct. org/).


Results


As shown in Table 1, in the four months preceding toenail 
sampling, the average daily (24 h) air concentration of 
 PM10 was significantly higher in the two exposed areas, 
than in the control area. As expected, the highest  PM10 
air concentration was recorded in the high exposure area 
(i.e., closest to cement plant). The annual mean  PM10 
concentration was above 20 µg/m3, the limit set by the 
World Health Organization (World Health Organization 
2006), in the control and in the two exposed areas, and 
the highest value was recorded in the high exposure area. 



https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-07/documents/epa-6020a.pdf

https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-07/documents/epa-6020a.pdf

http://old.arpa.puglia.it/web/guest/meta-aria
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The two exposed schools were located in the intermediate 
exposure area (Fig. 1). In this site, the average daily  PM10 
concentration measured in the four months before toenail 
sampling was lower than in the high exposure area, but 
was still significantly higher than in the control area.


The opposite trend was evident for  NO2. In fact, in the 
four months preceding toenail sampling, the highest air 
concentration of  NO2 was recorded in the control area, and 
the lowest in the high exposure area. This trend was also 
confirmed when the annual mean concentration of  NO2 
was considered (Table 1). Although  NO2 is also emitted 
from cement industries, and not only from vehicular traf-
fic and domestic heating, these findings might indicate a 
different prevalent origin of these two pollutants.


The analysis of toenail metal concentration found that 
Be, Te, Tl and Th levels were lower than LOD in all sam-
ples (Table 2; Fig. 2). The rate of samples with toenail 
metal concentrations above the LOD was comparable in 
children attending schools in the exposed or in the control 
area in all cases, except for Ni (37% exposed vs 55% con-
trol schools), Cd (19% exposed vs 11% control schools), 
Ba (94% exposed vs 99% control schools), and Hg (59% 
exposed vs 48% control schools) (Fig. 2).


Table 2 shows the average concentration of each metal, 
as measured in children attending schools in the exposed 
or in the control area. Children attending schools in the 
exposed area had significantly higher concentrations of Ni, 
Cd, Hg, as compared with the control area. The opposite 
was evident in the case of Ba, since the toenail concentra-
tion of this metal was higher in children from the control, 
than in those from the exposed area.


Children with the highest individual toenail concentra-
tion of Ni (109.2 μg/g), Cd (4.2 μg/g) and Hg (1.56 μg/g) 
attended school in the exposed area. Conversely, the 


Table 1  Average concentration 
of air pollutants in the exposed 
and in the control area


PM10 particulate matter with a diameter of ≤ 10  µm; NO2 nitrogen dioxide. Data are expressed as 
mean ± SEM of daily (24 h) concentrations of air pollutants measured during the 4 months before toenail 
sampling (November 1st to February 27, 2020), and during the whole year 2019 (annual mean). Differ-
ences were tested by Kruskal–Wallis Multiple-Comparison Z Value Test
* P = 0.000001vs control area; P = 0.000001 vs intermediate exposure area


Control area Intermediate exposure 
area


High exposure area


PM10 (µg/m3)
Mean of daily (24 h) concentra-


tions in the 4 months before 
toenail sampling


Annual mean (year 2019)


20.8 ± 0.9
21.8 ± 0.6


23.3 ± 0.9*
22.0 ± 0.6


27.8 ± 1.0*°
25.5 ± 0.6*°


NO2(µg/m3)
Mean of daily (24 h) concentra-


tions in the 4 months before 
toenail sampling


Annual mean (year 2019)


77.2 ± 2.7
62.0 ± 1.6


59.0 ± 2.2*
43.0 ± 1.5*


50.8 ± 1.9*°
59.5 ± 1.6*°


Table 2  Absolute toenail metals concentration in children attending 
school in the exposed or control area


Data are expressed in μg/g. Values are reported as mean ± SEM. Dif-
ferences were tested by Mann–Whitney U test
NS not significant


Metal Exposed schools
(n = 174)


Control school
(n = 192)


P


Be 0 0 –
B 0.11 ± 0.11 0.1 ± 0.1 NS
Ti 0.15 ± 0.6 0.7 ± 0.3 NS
V 0.008 ± 0.004 0.047 ± 0.01 NS
Cr 0.28 ± 0.09 0.7 ± 0.2 NS
Mn 0.57 ± 0.13 1.5 ± 0.7 NS
Co 0.18 ± 0.1 0.19 ± 0.2 NS
Ni 0.97 ± 0.7 0.7 ± 0.1 0.0003
Cu 4.3 ± 0.5 4.5 ± 0.8 NS
Zn 76.5 ± 1.8 78.6 ± 3.8 NS
As 0.12 ± 0.07 0.05 ± 0.01 NS
Se 0 0.007 ± 0.003 NS
Mo 0.01 ± 0.01 0.04 ± 0.03 NS
Ag 0.02 ± 0.005 0.02 ± 0.009 NS
Cd 0.08 ± 0.03 0.01 ± 0.004 0.01
Sb 0.12 ± 0.03 0.16 ± 0.02 NS
Te 0 0 –
Ba 4.1 ± 0.5 7.8 ± 1.7 0.004
W 0.006 ± 0.006 0.027 ± 0.03 NS
Hg 0.15 ± 0.02 0.09 ± 0.02 0.001
Tl 0 0 –
Pb 0.36 ± 0.7 0.67 ± 0.2 NS
Th 0 0 –
U 0.008 ± 0.005 0.005 ± 0.001 NS
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highest toenail concentration of Ba (198.6  μg/g) was 
recorded in a child attending school in the control area.


When both home and school address of enrolled chil-
dren were considered, toenail concentration of metals in 
the group A, B and C were comparable in all cases (data 
not shown), except for Ni, Cd, Ba, Hg and As (Table 3). 
Children who either lived and attended schools in the 
exposed area had significantly higher toenail concentra-
tions of Ni, Hg and As, than those living and attending 
schools in the control area. A similar trend was evident 


for Cd, and the opposite was shown in the case of Ba 
(Table 3).


According to results from the Tobit regression models 
(Table 4), the location of the attended school was a signifi-
cant predictor of Cd, Hg, Ni and Ba concentrations, after 
adjusting for confounders. No significant effect on toenail 
metal concentrations derived from the analysis of covariates.


Considering the whole group of enrolled children, the 
Spearman’s correlation matrix showed that toenail Cd con-
centration was correlated with Ni, Hg and As levels. Posi-
tive correlations were also shown between Ba, Ni, andAs 
concentrations (Table 5).


Discussion


The present study explored for the first time the chronic body 
accumulation of a wide panel of metals of anthropogenic 
origin in a cohort of children living and attending school in 
a populated urban area hosting a cement production plant.


In urban areas with pollution generated by multiple 
sources (i.e., natural sources, industrial facilities, vehicu-
lar traffic, domestic heating), monitoring air pollutants as 
unique technique of exposure assessment can underestimate 
the real individual exposure. Undervaluation can mainly 
derive from the multiple ways of intake of toxic chemicals 
(inhalation, oral ingestion, skin absorption), from the limited 
number of the air pollutants regularly monitored, from the 
effects of long-term exposure (i.e., accumulation of pollut-
ants), and from the variable ground concentration of indus-
trial pollutants generated by facilities located in urban areas 


Fig. 2  Absolute number of 
toenail samples with metal 
concentration above the limit of 
detection (LOD) for each of the 
explored metals. Samples were 
from children attending school 
in the exposed or in the control 
area. Asterisks indicate P < 0.01 
(χ2 test)


Table 3  Absolute toenail metals concentration in children selected 
according to the location of both attended school and home address


Group A: children living and attending school in the control area; 
Group B: children living or attending school in the exposed area; 
Group C children living and attending school in the exposed area. 
Data are expressed in μg/g, and as means ± SEM, median (range)
* 0.002 < P < 0.03 vs Group A (Kruskal–Wallis Multiple-Comparison 
Z Value test)


Group A Group B Group C


n 189 110 67
Ni 0.7 ± 0.18


0.28 (0–22.9)
0.3 ± 0.07*
0 (0–4.5)


2.0 ± 1.7*
0 (0–109.2)


Cd 0.015 ± 0.004
0 (0–0.58)


0.06 ± 0.02*
0 (0–1.2)


0.1 ± 0.07
0 (0–4.2)


Ba 7.9 ± 1.7
3.2 (0–198.6)


4.6 ± 0.7
2.99 (0.58–61.7)


3.3 ± 0.3*
2.5 (0.26–14.8)


Hg 0.09 ± 0.01
0 (0–1.03)


0.14 ± 0.02*
0.07 (0–1.56)


0.16 ± 0.03*
0.08 (0–1.28)


As 0.04 ± 0.005
0.009 (0–0.55)


0.06 ± 0.02
0.036 (0–2.01)


0.25 ± 0.18*
0.05 (0–12.0)
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with complex topography, inconstant wind directions and 
turbulence fields. Results from the present study point to the 
integration of environmental monitoring (i.e., the burden of 
specific pollutants in the environment) and biomonitoring 
techniques (i.e., the body burden of toxic chemicals) as a 
reliable method to assess the individual effects of environ-
mental exposures, and the related health risk.


Distinct Patterns of Bioaccumulation in the Exposed 
and Control Area


The present study shows at least two patterns of metal bioaccu-
mulation, according to the location of the attended school and 
the home address of children in the exposed or in the control 


area. Children either attending school and living in the area of 
maximal ground-level concentration of pollutants produced by 
the cement plant were the most exposed group. These subjects 
showed a higher accumulation of Ni, Cd, Hg and As, when 
compared to those living and attending schools in the control 
area. These metals correlated each other, indicating the pos-
sibility of a common source of emission.


On the other hand, children either attending school and 
living in the control area (i.e., the subgroup less exposed to 
plant emissions) showed a prevalent bioaccumulation of Ba. 
The concentration of this metal positively correlated with 
that of Ni, and previous evidence indicates that both Ba (Bir-
mili et al., 2006; Figueiredo et al., 2007; Godri Pollitt et al., 
2016) and Ni (Canteras et al., 2019) are markers of metal 
accumulation mainly deriving from vehicular traffic. These 
data confirm that vehicular traffic and home heating can be 
considered important sources of metal bioaccumulation in 
urban areas, besides industrial emissions. This hypothesis 
is in line with data deriving, in the present study, from the 
environmental monitoring of air pollutants. In this case, 
higher levels of  NO2 were present in the control, than in the 
exposed area. Of note, as Ba and Ni accumulation, also  NO2 
air concentration is a well-known environmental marker of 
traffic density in an urban context (da Silveira Fleck et al., 
2017).


Conversely, the increased body accumulation of Ni, Cd, 
Hg and As in the exposed area seems to be mainly related 
to the industrial emissions produced by the cement plant.


Table 4  Results of Tobit regression models on toenail metal concentrations in children attending control and exposed schools, and the effect of 
covariates


Only significant results (metal concentration) are presented. Metal concentrations were log-transformed to meet the normal assumption. Results 
(β coefficients and 95% confidence intervals) have been adjusted for covariates and consider the left-censored data present in metals distribution
* P < 0.05; **P < 0.01


Cd Hg Ni Ba


Control vs. exposed 0.07*
(− 0.12 to -0.018)


− 0.03**
(− 0.05 to (− 0.02)


0.1*
(0.03 to 0.18)


0.08**
(0.03 to 0.13)


Domestic heating with biomass  − 0.6
(− 251.6 to 251.8)


0.08
(− 0.09 to 0.3)


0.16
(− 0.46 to 0.8)


0.008
(0.45 to 0.5)


Orthodontic treatments 0.0007
(− 0.09 to 0.09)


0.007
(− 0.03 to 0.04)


− 0.03
(0.04 to 0.5)


 − 0.04
(− 0.14 to 0.05)


Outdoor sports 0.0004
(− 0.06 to 0.06)


0.01
(− 0.2 to 0.3)


 − 0.08
(− 0.18 to 0.1)


 − 0.05
(− 0.11 to 0.01)


Passive smoke  − 0.8
(− 250.1 to 251.8)


 − 0.08
(− 0.008 to 0.04)


0.03
(− 0.57 to 0.6)


 − 0.18
(− 0.6 to 0.3)


Consumption of locally grown vegetables − 3.3
(− 0.1 to 0.05)


0.08
(− 0.08 to 0.04)


0.5
(− 0.1 to 1.1)


− 0.05
(− 0.5 to 0.4)


Constant − 1.67
(− 1.8 to − 1.5)


 − 2.31
(− 2.4 to − 2.2)


 − 1.03
(− 1.1 to − 0.9)


 − 1.25
(− 1.3 to − 1.18)


Table 5  Spearman’s correlation matrix considering the toenail con-
centrations of Ni, Cd, Ba, Hg, and as in the whole cohort of enrolled 
children


Data are Spearman correlation coefficients (rho, normal text) and P 
values (in italic). Significant P values are marked in bold


Ni Cd Ba Hg As


Ni –
–


Cd 0.17
0.001 –


Ba 0.21 0.089 –
0.0001 ns –


Hg 0.069 0.11  − 0.03 –
ns 0.03 ns –


As 0.25 0.14 0.15 0.007 –
0.000003 0.008 0.005 ns –
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Cement Production as a Source of Pollution 
of Specific Metals


Raw material and fuels commonly employed for clinker/
cement production (mainly fossil fuels as pet-coke and 
coal, but also waste-derived fuels), contain large amounts 
of heavy metals (in particular Hg, Co, Cd, Ni and Tl) (Gen-
debien et al. 2003; Genon and Brizio 2008; Zemba et al., 
2011), and the emission of pollutants from cement kilns 
strongly depends on the primary fuel used (Zemba et al., 
2011).


Mercury, in particular, is typically present in the emis-
sions from cement kilns alimented with coal or pet-coke, 
supplemented or not with waste-derived fuels. This is due 
to the presence of Hg in elemental vapor form, which is less 
captured by the pollution control devices employed in kilns 
for cement production (Zemba et al., 2011).


Additional risk could derive from the presence of heavy 
metals (in particular the more volatile ones, as Hg) in substi-
tution fuels (i.e., waste derived fuels), and from their trans-
fer factors to gaseous emissions (Genon and Brizio 2008). 
Previous evidence showed that the substitution in cement 
kilns of fossil fuels with waste-derived fuels might have 
a negative impact on the emissions of heavy metals, and 
in particular Hg (Genon and Brizio 2008). This might be 
the case of the cement plant examined in the present study, 
in which an additional activity is the incineration of non-
hazardous waste, which partially substituted fossil fuels to 
power the kiln.


A previous study exploring air pollutants generated 
from three commercially operating cement kilns co-burn-
ing waste, confirmed that Ni, Cd, Hg and As were among 
the predominant heavy metals emitted (Pudasainee et al., 
2009). In the cited study, bag filters were able to remove 
above 98.5% of all heavy metals except Hg, which showed 
a removal above 60%. In the case of Hg, the removal effi-
ciency ranged in the cited study from 77 to 28%. Thus, on 
average, about 40% of Hg was released into the atmosphere, 
as compared with 3.3% of Ni, 0.14% of Cd and 0.01% of As 
entering bag filters (Pudasainee et al., 2009).


Of note, these proportions (i.e., release of Hg and Ni 
higher than those of Cd and As) are comparable with those 
deriving, in the present study, from toenail concentration of 
the same metals in exposed children. In fact, children in the 
exposed area showed, on average, relatively higher concen-
trations of Hg (0.15 ± 0.02 μg/g) and Ni (0.97 ± 0.7 μg/g), 
as compared with those of Cd (0.08 ± 0.03 μg/g) and As 
(0.12 ± 0.07 μg/g).


The Accumulation of Metals in the Environment 
and in Biological Samples Surrounding Cement 
Plants


The presence of higher toenail concentrations of Ni, Cd, Hg 
and As in the exposed, than in control area is in line with 
previous observations confirming the accumulation of these 
metals in environmental matrices or in biological samples 
collected in geographical areas surrounding cement plants.


A recent study measuring heavy metals in the surround-
ing soil of a Chinese cement plant reported levels of Cd and 
Hg which were, respectively, two- and six times higher than 
background levels, thus generating a high ecological risk 
(Wang et al., 2018a). In France, cement plants in the Paris 
region have been identified as significant secondary source 
of soil contamination by Cd (Foti, 2017). A Turkish cement 
plant has been indicated as a significant contributor to depo-
sitions of trace elements, in particular Cd, in the surrounding 
area (Yatkin and Bayram 2010). Finally, in an Italian study, 
elevated Ni concentration were detected in leaves from trees 
close to a cement plant, as an effect of clinker production 
and storage (Baldantoni et al., 2014).


Similarly to studies which measured metal concentration 
in environmental matrices, previous biomonitoring studies 
showed, in biological samples from adult subjects, higher 
concentration of Cd in blood (Afridi et al., 2011; Isikli et al., 
2006), hair(Afridi et al., 2011), and urine(Cha, 2011), higher 
Ni levels in blood (Afridi et al., 2011; Demir et al., 2005), 
and hair (Afridi et al., 2011), and higher Hg concentrations 
in blood (Dong et al., 2015), and urine(Cha et al., 2011) 
from subjects exposed to cement plant emissions, as com-
pared with non-exposed subjects.


The Bioaccumulation of Specific Metals in Exposed 
Children


Our study shows, for the first time in pediatric age, higher 
Hg bioaccumulation in the area of maximal exposure to the 
emissions from the cement plant, as compared with the con-
trol area.


Cement production has been indicated as the largest Hg 
emission source in China, with considerable increase in Hg 
emissions in the last years (Chen et al., 2020). A recent study 
exploring positive effects of the COVID-19 lockdown on 
atmospheric Hg concentrations identified cement clinker 
production as the main responsible for Hg emission during 
the pre-lockdown period. In this study, the Hg emission from 
cement clinker production decreased markedly during the 
lockdown (Wu et al., 2021).


In a U.S. study, blood Hg levels measured in subjects 
living closer to a cement plant were associated with  PM2.5 
modeling, and were significantly and positively corre-
lated with As blood concentrations (Dong et al., 2015). 
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Approximately 80% of inhaled mercury is absorbed via the 
lungs and retained in the body (World Health Organization 
1976). Although ingestion of contaminated food is a major 
source of Hg body levels (European Food Safety Author-
ity (EFSA) 2012; European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
2015), ground-level ambient air concentration of Hg is a 
significant predictor of body metal levels, also after control-
ling for covariates and other exposure variables (Hill 2020). 
Furthermore, in children living in industrial areas, a rela-
tively high risk of exposure from hand-to-mouth intake is 
also possible (Abuduwailil et al., 2015).


These findings are in line with results from our study 
since, according to Tobit regression analysis, attending 
school in the exposed area was a significant predictor of 
increased Hg body levels.


Moreover, the average toenail Hg concentration recorded 
in the most exposed subgroup of children (0.16 ± 0.03 µg/g), 
was about three-times higher than that measured in a cohort 
of 290 children aged three years and enrolled in the New 
Hampshire Birth Cohort Study (0.055 ± 0.087SD) (Farzan 
2021), and about 2.2-times higher than in a cohort of 222 
U.S. healthy term newborns (0.07 ± 0.1SD) (Appleton et al., 
2017).


A large biomonitoring survey involving, in 17 European 
countries, 1844 children aged 5–11 years participating in the 
DEMOCOPHES study, showed an average Hg concentra-
tion in hair (weighted geometric mean) of 0.145 µg/g (95% 
CI 0.139–0.151) (Hond 2015). Although a conversion ratio 
between Hg concentration in hair and in toenail has not been 
fully validated, according to a previous evidence this value 
should be equivalent to 0.05 μg/g in toenails (Choi 2009), a 
concentration about 3-times lower that that observed, in the 
present series, in the subgroup of the most exposed children.


Mercury is highly toxic to humans, in particular in terms 
of negative effects on the developing nervous system, and 
for exposures occurring in utero and during childhood (Rice 
et al., 2014). Thus, it has been strongly recommended to 
avoid Hg exposure during pregnancy and childhood as much 
as possible (European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 2012; 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 2015).


We found that the mean toenail Ni concentration meas-
ured in the whole population (0.8 ± 0.3 µg/g) was almost 
in the same range previously detected in other cohorts of 
children from Brazil (1.3 ± 1.0 µg/g, mean ± SD(da Silveira 
Fleck et  al., 2017)), Italy (0.43 ± 0.18 µg/g, mean ± SE 
(Ciaula et  al., 2020)), New Zealand (mean 1.08  µg/g, 
range 0.01–71.84 (Karatela et  al., 2018)), and Pakistan 
(0.91 ± 0.1 µg/g mean ± SE (Bibi et al., 2016)). However, 
when the most exposed subgroup of children was considered 
(i.e., those living and attending school in the exposed area), 
the average Ni concentration was the highest (2.0 ± 1.7). 
Although a large variability existed, the maximal recorded 
value reached, in an exposed child, the value of 109.2 µg/g.


According to the International Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC), Ni is classified in group A1, i.e., “carcino-
genic to humans”. Besides the carcinogenic risk, Ni expo-
sure can increase the risk of low birth weight (Sun 2018), 
preterm delivery(Chen 2018), and congenital malformations 
(Xu et al., 2021; Zhang, 2019b). In a cohort of adult patients 
with Mesoamerican nephropathy, average toenail Ni con-
centration (1.55 µg/g, range 0.18–42.65) was similar to that 
measured, in the present series, in children living and attend-
ing school in the exposed area (2.0 ± 1.7 µg/g). In the same 
study, control subjects showed a mean toenail Ni concen-
tration of 0.21 µg/g (range 0.06–51.24), and the concentra-
tions of this toxic metal were negatively correlated with the 
estimated glomerular filtration rate (Zhang et al., 2019b).


Cadmium has been identified as a biomarker of emissions 
from cement plants by biomonitoring techniques and atmos-
pheric dispersion models (Abril et al., 2014).


In a previous Italian cohort of adult subjects, toenail 
Cd levels in the third (i.e., 0.0145–0.0306 µg/g) and in the 
fourth quartiles (i.e., ≥ 0.0306 µg/g) have been linked with 
an increased risk of prostate cancer, with ORs of 1.3 (95% 
CI 0.3–4.9) and 4.7 (95% CI 1.3–17.5), respectively (Vinceti 
2007). In our study, the average toenail Cd concentration 
measured in children living and attending school in the 
exposed area was about 3-times higher than the threshold 
for the 4th quartile of Cd toenail concentration reported 
in the cited study. The average Cd toenail concentration 
measured in this subgroup of children (0.1 ± 0.07 µg/g) was 
also higher than the average value reported by the Italian 
National Institute of Health in another cohort of Italian sub-
jects (0.041 ± 0.1)(Alimonti et al., 2010).


Cadmium levels have been also linked with exocrine pan-
creatic cancer (Kriegel 2006). A study assessing metal toe-
nail concentrations in adult subjects with or without exocrine 
pancreatic cancer, demonstrated higher Cd concentrations 
in patients than in controls, and a significantly increased 
risk of pancreatic cancer in subjects with toenail Cd and As 
concentrations above 0.029 µg/g, and 0.1061 µg/g, respec-
tively (Amaral 2012). Of note, in the present study, both 
average Cd (0.1 ± 0.07 µg/g) and As (0.25 ± 0.18 µg/g) toe-
nail concentrations in children living and attending school 
in the exposed area were above the values reported in the 
cited study.


Besides the risk of cancer, previous studies linked 
increased Cd exposure in children with learning disability 
and cognitive delay (Ciesielski et al., 2012; Rodriguez-Bar-
ranco, 2014), altered immune response and inflammatory 
regulation(Zhang et al., 2020), altered renal function (Sand-
ers et al., 2019), altered metabolic homeostasis(Pizzino 
et al., 2017).
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Different Air Pollutants Concentration in Control 
and Exposed Areas


Heavy metals present in emissions generated by cement 
plants are vehiculated by particulate matter. Cement plants 
can increase atmospheric concentrations of particulate 
matter by both direct (Baroutian et  al., 2006; Mohebbi 
and Baroutian 2007; Yatkin and Bayram 2010) and fugi-
tive emissions from stocked materials (clinker and pet-coke 
materials) (Moreno 2009). Previous studies indicate these 
industrial facilities as a major source of  PM10 in urban areas, 
being also responsible for the deterioration of air quality 
(Leone et al., 2016). This evidence is confirmed by results 
from the present study, which showed significantly increased 
air levels of  PM10 in the exposed, as compared with the con-
trol area.


Previous authors found that the amount of particles 
emitted by a cement plant may be higher than levels rec-
ommended by WHO guidelines at a distance of about 
600–1400 m from the plant stacks (Mohebbi and Baroutian 
2007). In the present study, the distance from the cement 
plant and the two exposed schools is less than 1 km, and the 
annual average exposure to  PM10 was above the limit set 
by World Health Organization (20 µg/m3) (World Health 
Organization 2006) in all the examined areas. However, 
the highest annual mean  PM10 level was present in the high 
exposure area, as compared with both control and intermedi-
ate exposure area.


In the exposed area, besides the possible health effects 
directly deriving by chronic bioaccumulation of heavy met-
als, the combined exposure to elevated  PM10 and  NO2 air 
levels per se can be responsible for additional health risk. 
Children are particularly vulnerable to these pollutants, 
which can promote a number of health effects in the short 
term (i.e. asthma attacks and allergies Penard-Morand et al., 
2010; Zhang, 2019c), and following chronic exposures (i.e., 
poorer performance in working memory, inhibitory control, 
behavioural regulation, and metacognition(Gui 2020a), 
reduced lung function(He et al., 2019; Oftedal et al., 2008; 
Xing, 2020), sleep disorders(Lawrence, 2018), altered lipid 
metabolism (Gui, 2020b; Kim et al., 2019)).


Limitations of the study


A limitation of the present study is the lack of evaluation of 
biological and epidemiological effects deriving from  PM10 
and  NO2 exposure, and from bioaccumulation of metals 
in enrolled children. These aspects should be investigated 
by future studies specifically designed to evaluate, in this 
geographical area, acute and chronic health effects possibly 
linked with a complex environmental exposure.


Inhalation of metals was the only exposure way consid-
ered in the present study. This can be identified as another 


limitation, since anthropogenic sources can contaminate 
vegetable-growing soils (Gan et al., 2018), water, and edi-
ble fish (Ramos-Miras et al., 2019), and the possible inges-
tion of contaminated food has not been comprehensively 
quantified in enrolled children. However, the consumption 
of locally grown vegetables has been considered as a pos-
sible confounder in the statistical analysis, and a signifi-
cant role for this factor has been excluded. On the other 
hand, although not quantified, water composition and the 
average amount of fish consumption should be comparable 
in children living in the same city, with similar dietary 
habits. Furthermore, the cement plant was the only sig-
nificant anthropogenic source of Hg in the explored area. 
Finally, it has been suggested that air concentration of met-
als can be considered a predictor of body metal levels, 
independently from other exposure variables (Hill et al., 
2020). The separate role of different ways of exposure to 
environmental metals, however, should be better examined 
by further investigations.


Conclusions


The present study demonstrates, for the first time in pediatric 
age, a long-term body accumulation of toxic metals (i.e., 
Hg, Ni, Cd, As) in children living and attending school in 
an urban area with the maximal estimated ground concentra-
tion of  PM10, as calculated by a specific pollutant dispersion 
model. According to previous environmental and biomoni-
toring evidence, the distinct panel of metals chronically bio-
accumulating in children is compatible with the emission 
pattern of metals generated by cement plants powered with 
fossil fuels and waste-derived fuels. The specific bioaccu-
mulation pattern documented in the area mainly exposed 
to cement plant emissions is different from that found in 
children in the control area, which appears to be primar-
ily related to vehicular traffic. Evidence from the present 
study also confirms the role of a cement plant located in a 
populated urban area as a significant contributor to urban 
 PM10 pollution and, thus, to related health risk, in particular 
during childhood. Thus, the location of cement production 
plants in the context of an urban area seems particularly 
harmful, since the negative effects produced by the plant 
add up to those generated by other typical sources of urban 
pollution. Besides the previously documented health risk in 
adult age, the high vulnerability of children to this toxic and 
chronic exposure might generate significant consequences 
in the short and in the long term, and suggest the need of 
adequate primary prevention policies. Specific strategies, 
in particular, should be oriented to the relocation of cement 
production facilities away from urban centers, and to more 
strict regulations for the use of fossil fuels. Combustion of 
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pet-coke and coal, in particular, should be discouraged, and 
more sustainable energy sources (i.e., natural gas, renew-
able energy sources, biomaterials) should be preferred. More 
strict regulation of fossil replacement with alternative fuels 
should also be useful, with limitation of waste-derived fuels 
containing a significant burden of heavy metals. Further-
more, in the case of cement plants located in urban areas at 
high population density, an implementation of health educa-
tion programs at all scales (schools, mass media, political 
sectors) might be necessary to improve resilience in subjects 
at risk.
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Abstract: Construction is an important segment of the economy that employs millions of people.
Construction dust is an occupational health hazard to millions of construction workers worldwide.
The hazards associated with respirable dust depend upon its particulate size distribution and
chemical composition, as these determine the deposition pattern in the respiratory tract and reactivity,
respectively. This study presents characterization of the size and composition of the dust from
two key construction materials—cast cement and poured concrete. The dust was generated by
cutting the cured cement and concrete blocks using an 18” hand-held circular saw as used in highway
and building construction. Transmission electron microscopy, scanning electron microscopy, dynamic
light scattering, and laser diffraction were performed for the size analysis of the particles. Energy
dispersive spectroscopy and X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy were used for chemical analysis. X-ray
diffraction was used for phase identification. Electron diffraction patterns were obtained to assess
the crystallinity of individual particles. They confirm the crystallinity of particles of different size
and shapes. With a particle size range between 0.5 µm and 10 µm, greater than 90% of particles fell
below 2.5 µm, presenting a respirable health concern. Crystalline compounds including the metals
Al, Ca, Fe, Mg, Na, and K were detected. The concrete particles were most enriched in crystalline
silica with a concentration of more than 30% by weight. The presence of metals and high crystalline
silica content pose a serious health concern to construction workers.


Keywords: cement dust; respiratory hazard; PM2.5 characterization; construction; crystalline silica


1. Introduction


Cement and concrete are essential elements of modern-day infrastructure. Cement
is the most common ingredient used in the construction industry as a binding material
which sets and cures over time due to chemical reaction with water. Concrete is a mixture
of sand, coarse stones, and cement. Water is added to concrete to activate the cement,
which binds the mixture together. By the addition of coarse stones or aggregates, concrete
can serve as a building material. Construction activities involving sawing, cutting, and
grinding of cast cementitious and cured concrete expose construction workers to a cloud
of crystalline dust particles. Exposure to these particles can be a serious health hazard.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that more than 196,000 workers are employed as
cement masons and concrete finishers in the USA alone [1]. Their occupation involves
smoothening and finishing concrete surfaces with a variety of hand and power tools,
which exposes them to the resultant dust. Several other trades including laborers may also
perform concrete grinding activities, adding significantly to the total number of exposed
workers [2]. In several of these occupations, the crystalline silica exposure from respirable
construction dust can exceed by several hundred times that of the NIOSH Recommended
Exposure Limit (REL) of 0.05 mg/m3 [3]. With such a large portion of the working-age
population at stake, there is a necessity to characterize and analyze the dust for its potential
adverse health impacts.
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In cement plants, cough, sputum, and breathing difficulty is prevalent in exposed
workers [4]. Several studies indicate that chronic exposure to cement dust can significantly
lower pulmonary functions with duration of exposure [5–8]. Furthermore, cement dust is
also known to cause cancer of the larynx and lung [9,10]. Animal studies have shown that
the dust can cause emphysema and fibrosis in lung tissues [11,12].


Cement dust inhalation appears to have secondary impacts as well because of its ability
to reach various organs. Pimentel et al. inferred that the inhaled cement particles can enter
into the bloodstream and reach the liver because swelling, inflammation, and lesions were
found around the liver in cement mill workers [13]. Meo et al. found decreased performance
of intercostal muscles and suggested that when cement dust enters the bloodstream, it can
also reach and deposit into skeletal muscles, affecting their structure and performance [14].
More recently, inhaled particles were seen to cause disorders in the nervous system [15,16].
Other unhealthy traits such as higher blood pressure and significant increase in weight
were found to be statistically prominent in exposed workers [17]. Studies have also revealed
an association between cement dust exposure and lowering of hemoglobin and red blood
cells in workers [18,19]. Some research groups have also speculated about the translocation
of inhaled particles from the respiratory tract to the placenta and fetus, potentially affecting
the offspring [20]. Studies have shown that suspended cement particles not only affect
cement workers but also residents living near a cement factory or other sources of cement
dust from manufacturing operations [21–24].


Differentiated from these workplace and exposure studies are construction activities
involving the action of sawing, cutting, or grinding of cementitious materials and concrete.
After casting or pouring and subsequent curing, the mineralogic composition of cement
and concrete has changed. Well-known mineral forms include portlandite and quartz,
each with its own crystalline structure and elemental composition. As often observed
at building sites, and sidewalk and highway repair, clouds of dust are generated by the
often-used circular saws. The duration of these particles being suspended in air and how
far they travel from the source of emission is dependent of the particle size distribution
of the dust. The finer particles can remain suspended longer and reach farther distances.
In addition, particle translocation and associated secondary impacts seen in various other
organs such as liver, heart, spleen, muscles, and so on, are also size dependent, as found in
multiple studies [14–16,25,26]. Particles finer than 2.5 µm are more hazardous, as they enter
deeper into the pulmonary system and bloodstream [27] and further reach other organs.
Hence, a study of dust size distribution generated during cutting activities is critical.


Apart from particle size, the chemical composition of the dust also has a direct impact
on the hazards posed by the dust particles. With reference to the components of cement
and concrete products, crystalline silica is a known abrasive to the lung tissues and the
cause of silicosis [28]. Calcium hydroxide causes irritation of the nose and throat with a
risk of permanent lung damage [29,30]. Inhalation of dust containing metal content in the
dust particles can also contribute to inflammation and lung damage [31].


Although the chemical composition of cement and concrete can be easily read off the
manufacturer’s data sheet, the chemical phases in the cement undergo substantial changes
after hydration and setting. In addition, surface composition can be more important
than overall composition, as the particle surface is what will be in direct contact with
cell membranes. Surface composition can differ from the overall particle composition,
contingent on the way cleavage occurs at the mineral phase boundaries in cement and
concrete during the cutting activities. In addition, some of the chemical phases may
separate out and preferentially form finer particles, depending on hardness and other
physical properties of different phases and dynamics occurring during scission. Therefore,
an in-depth study regarding the chemical nature of the dust is crucial for assessing the
health concerns.


To understand the risks of cement and concrete dust toxicity, it is necessary to quantify
the physical and chemical properties of these particles. Prolonged exposure to even small
concentrations of toxins can be a serious health concern. To our knowledge, no study to date
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has collected and performed size and chemical characterization of actual dust produced by
cutting and grinding cement-based construction materials. To date, studies and regulations
have focused upon cement dust exposure from factories. However, as routinely observed at
construction sites, pre-cast concrete panels require cutting (e.g., for making slots and holes).
Similarly, the replacement and repair work observed routinely on highways exposes the
road crews (and passers-by) to cement dust during cutting. Workers are commonly seen
without respiratory protection; even a mask is not required for such work. Although cutting
of cement and concrete is extensive, surprisingly, very little is known about the particulate
emissions from such activities. The toxic effects of this inhalation hazard will fundamentally
depend upon particulate properties such as size, surface area, chemical composition, and
crystalline structure. This study aimed to characterize the physico-chemical properties
of cementitious dust as a basis for gauging potential health hazards. Armed with this
knowledge, appropriate precautions and protective actions can be implemented.


2. Methodology


The cement paste was prepared by adding water to Portland cement concrete mix
(Commercial Grade Quikrete Type I/II), with 67.3% cement by weight and the remainder of
water. The mixing was carried out in a clean plastic bucket using a drill connected to a spiral
mixing attachment. Cement paste was mixed according to the procedure prescribed in ASTM
C305, with the exception that the mixing time was tripled to ensure consistency. The mixture
was then poured into the mold. After, the mold was put on a vibrating table for 3–5 min to
allow gases to escape. It was then covered for 24 h to set. As shown in Figure 1, the block
of set concrete paste was cut using a TS 420 STIHL Cutquik Concrete Saw equipped with a
diamond blade, while a custom homemade dust shroud attached to a vacuum collected
the generated particles. A block of concrete obtained from a local manufacturer was used
to generate the concrete dust using the same saw and collection apparatus.
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Figure 1. Image showing the dust collection method and apparatus.


2.1. Laser Diffraction


Laser diffraction is the most common technique used to determine cement particle
size distribution (PSD) [32]. The analysis is based on angular variation in scattered light
intensity by particles of varying sizes. The sample solution was prepared by mixing
collected cement dust in distilled water (~5% mass fraction) using a magnetic stirrer for
5 min, followed by ultrasonication for another 5 min. A Malvern Mastersizer 3000 was used
to carry out laser diffraction measurements. The sample dispersion was added drop-wise
into the automated sample dispersion unit containing distilled water with stirring and
sonication modes turned on. The solution was added into the dispersion unit until the
recommended obscuration (around 7%) was reached. The optimal obscuration eliminates
the sampling error and multiple scattering error.
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Cutting with the circular saw blade generates particles with a lognormal particle size
distribution (PSD) for both cement and concrete, as seen in Figure 2. It was observed that
more than 90% of the particles are less than 2.5 µm in size. The limitation of the laser diffrac-
tion measurement is that Fraunhofer and Mie theories are applicable to spherical particles,
not the fragmented, irregularly shaped particles predominant in cement dust. Thus, other
characterization techniques were employed to study the morphology of the particles.


Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2021, 18, x FOR PEER REVIEW 4 of 13 
 


 


to carry out laser diffraction measurements. The sample dispersion was added drop-wise 


into the automated sample dispersion unit containing distilled water with stirring and 


sonication modes turned on. The solution was added into the dispersion unit until the 


recommended obscuration (around 7%) was reached. The optimal obscuration eliminates 


the sampling error and multiple scattering error. 


Cutting with the circular saw blade generates particles with a lognormal particle size 


distribution (PSD) for both cement and concrete, as seen in Figure 2. It was observed that 


more than 90% of the particles are less than 2.5 μm in size. The limitation of the laser 


diffraction measurement is that Fraunhofer and Mie theories are applicable to spherical 


particles, not the fragmented, irregularly shaped particles predominant in cement dust. 


Thus, other characterization techniques were employed to study the morphology of the 


particles. 


 


Figure 2. Fits to laser diffraction measurements of (a) cement and (b) concrete dust. 


2.2. XRD 


X-ray diffraction is one of the prominent techniques routinely used to identify and 


quantify crystalline phases in bulk powdered material. The measurements were carried 


out by a Malvern PANalytical Empyrean diffractometer equipped with a Cu source (λ ≅


1.54 A°) , para-focusing optics, and a PIXcel 3D detector. The spectrum was scanned in the 


2θ range of 5° to 90°. Figure 3 shows a portion of the collected spectrum for both cement 


and concrete dusts. Peaks corresponding to the top three crystalline components in the 


cement and concrete dust have been highlightedfor illustration. The background subtrac-


tion, phase identification, and quantification were performed using MDI JADE®  software. 


Peaks at multiple diffracted angles from different lattice planes were verified for each 


phase using the database to ensure accuracy in phase identification. The quantification 


from the fit that yielded the lowest residual is reported in Tables 1 and 2.  


Table 1. Quantification of crystalline phases in Cement dust from XRD. 


Phases wt.% 


Portlandite 38.5 


Thaumasite 31.6 


Lamite 7.8 


Alite monoclinic 7.3 


Calcite 6.9 


Gypsum 4.8 


Periclase 3.0 


Figure 2. Fits to laser diffraction measurements of (a) cement and (b) concrete dust.


2.2. XRD


X-ray diffraction is one of the prominent techniques routinely used to identify and
quantify crystalline phases in bulk powdered material. The measurements were car-
ried out by a Malvern PANalytical Empyrean diffractometer equipped with a Cu source
(λ ∼= 1.54 A◦), para-focusing optics, and a PIXcel 3D detector. The spectrum was scanned
in the 2θ range of 5◦ to 90◦. Figure 3 shows a portion of the collected spectrum for both
cement and concrete dusts. Peaks corresponding to the top three crystalline components
in the cement and concrete dust have been highlightedfor illustration. The background
subtraction, phase identification, and quantification were performed using MDI JADE®


software. Peaks at multiple diffracted angles from different lattice planes were verified for
each phase using the database to ensure accuracy in phase identification. The quantification
from the fit that yielded the lowest residual is reported in Tables 1 and 2.
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Table 1. Quantification of crystalline phases in Cement dust from XRD.


Phases wt.%


Portlandite 38.5
Thaumasite 31.6


Lamite 7.8
Alite monoclinic 7.3


Calcite 6.9
Gypsum 4.8
Periclase 3.0


Table 2. Quantification of crystalline phases in concrete dust from XRD.


Phases wt.%


Dolomite 45.1
Quartz 32.2
Calcite 18.3


Portlandite 2.2
Pseudo-wollastonite 2.3


2.3. TEM


Transmission electron microscopy (TEM) uses a beam of highly energetic electrons
which transmits through the specimen to form an image on a fluorescent screen. The
images were taken using a FEI TalosTM F200X scanning/transmission electron microscope
equipped with an FEG source providing 0.12 nm resolution. The TEM samples were
prepared by sonicating the cement and concrete powder in ethanol for 5 min and then
dropping 2–3 drops of the solution on single-layer graphene (SLG) supported on a copper
TEM grid. The instrument was operated at 200 kV, and the samples were imaged at various
magnifications in the range of 10 kX to 500 kX. Unlike other indirect particle size charac-
terization techniques, direct TEM imaging can also reveal the particle morphology and
compositional homogeneity. It was observed that the smaller particles (typically < 50 nm)
are spherical, while the bigger particles have highly irregular shapes with sharp edges.
Aggregates with varying mass thickness contrast were also observed, indicating inhomoge-
neous composition of primary particles. TEM images in Figure 4 show that most of the
particles are below 100 nm, are non-agglomerated, and are a mix of non-spherical particles.
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2.4. Electron Diffraction


Selected area electron diffraction (SAED) patterns were obtained from samples on
lacey carbon to assess the crystallinity of the particles. SAED is a unique technique in
that it allows examination of a single particle. Both cement and concrete showed SAED
patterns representing highly crystalline particles. A few particles showed a well-defined
spot pattern as seen in Figure 5a, representing mono-crystallinity; while others, as seen in
Figure 5b, exhibited a mixture of ring and spot patterns, representing both mono-crystalline
and poly-crystalline phases in the same particle. This confirms that some elements like
copper form separate mono-crystalline particles. The remainder of the particles consisted of
a mixture of elements together wherein each element appears in its own crystalline phase.
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Figure 5. SAED pattern of (a) cement and (b) concrete dust.


2.5. EDS


Energy-dispersive spectroscopy (EDS) was performed for elemental composition
and mapping in an FEI TalosTM F200X. The EDS mapping was performed in scanning
transmission electron microscopy (STEM) mode with a low background sample holder.
Using the instrument in STEM mode gives spatial resolution close to the minimum probe
size, which is around 1.6 Å. The EDS maps were collected from a sample suspended on a
single-layer graphene grid, while the elemental composition data were collected from a
sample suspended in the vacuum region of the lacey carbon grid to avoid the background
signal from the carbon in the lacy grid.


The EDS maps in Figure 6 show that particles of different size ranges are highly
inhomogeneous in their chemical composition. Copper is seen to form a separate phase
with relatively smaller particles (<100 nm). Magnesium and iron were found both in small
and big particles (>100 nm). Calcium and aluminum were found in large but selective
particles, while silicon was found in almost all large particles. Tables 3 and 4 show the
chemical composition of larger size particles (~500 nm).


2.6. SEM


Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) was used to study the surface structure, morphol-
ogy, and particle size of the samples. The images were taken using Thermo ScientificTM


Apreo 2S SEM. The SEM images shown in Figure 7 suggest that the majority of the particles
are pseudo-spherical and of size less than 100 nm. The large aggregates have a highly
rough surface with many sharp edges and pointed corners. In addition, Figure 8 shows the
fine-edged particles seen in SEM have potential for mechanical irritation to the tissues in
contact with them.
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Table 3. Elemental composition of cement dust from EDS.


Element wt.%


Silicon 10.10
Calcium 38.32
Oxygen 36.14


Aluminum 1.68
Magnesium 0.30


Iron 1.09
Sulfur 1.73


Carbon 10.64
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Table 4. Elemental composition of concrete dust from EDS.


Element wt.%


Silicon 32.56
Calcium 2.79
Oxygen 38.85


Aluminum 9.52
Magnesium 0.31


Iron 0.17
Sulfur 0.08


Carbon 3.20
Potassium 12.40


Sodium 0.132
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Figure 8. SEM image of representative cement aggregate.


2.7. XPS


X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) is a widely used technique to probe surface
composition, typically within the first 10 nm. XPS measurements were performed using a
Physical Electronics VersaProbe II instrument equipped with a monochromatic Al kα x-ray
source (hν = 1486.7 eV) and a concentric hemispherical analyzer. Charge neutralization was
performed using both low-energy electrons (<5 eV) and argon ions. The binding energy
axis was calibrated using sputter-cleaned Cu and Au foils. Peaks were charge referenced to
the C1s band at 284.8 eV. Measurements were made at a takeoff angle of 45◦ with respect to
the sample surface plane. Figure 9 shows XPS survey spectra from cement and concrete
dust. Quantification was done using instrumental relative sensitivity factors (RSFs) that
account for the incident X-ray cross section and inelastic mean free path of the emergent
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electrons. Tables 5 and 6 give surface elemental composition from quantification of XPS
survey spectra of cement and concrete dust.
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Table 5. Surface elemental composition of cement dust from XPS.


Element wt.%


Aluminum 1.1
Calcium 17.8


Iron -
Potassium 0.8


Magnesium 1.2
Sodium -
Oxygen 59.1
Silicon 4.4
Carbon 15.5


Table 6. Surface elemental composition of concrete dust from XPS.


Element wt.%


Aluminum 3.7
Calcium 12.4


Iron 0.2
Potassium 0.6


Magnesium 4.4
Sodium 2.8
Oxygen 52.7
Silicon 8.8
Carbon 14.3


3. Discussion
3.1. Particle Size


Particle size is a key characteristic of any respirable dust, as it determines lung pene-
tration and the ultimate fate of the particle thereafter [26]. The particle size distribution
due to saw-cutting of cement and concrete was found to be very broad, ranging from
ultrafine (<100 nm) to a few microns. This particle size range is similar to what is found
in PM emissions from cement plants—0.05 to 10 µm [27]—and hence saw-generated dust
from cement and concrete has similar potential for negative health effects as seen in cement
plant workers based on particle size.
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Most of the primary particles appear roughly spherical. As a measure of physical size,
aerodynamic diameter is defined as the diameter of an equivalent spherical particle with
unit density and having the same terminal velocity in air as the particle being analyzed.
The aerodynamic diameter is thus relevant to particle transport and deposition within
the airway passages. The particles between 2.5 and 10 µm are accumulated in the upper
part of the respiratory system [27]. The PM2.5 (particulate matter < 2.5 µm) can go deeper
into the lungs, and some can even enter the bloodstream, and hence pose the greatest
health risks [33]. Particles in the range of 7 to 15 µm are deposited in the bronchi and
bronchioles [34,35]. Particles larger than 15 µm are generally deposited on the mucous
membranes in the nose and pharynx [12].


3.2. Composition


Cement can contain various materials which are deemed hazardous, such as calcium
oxide (lime), aluminum oxide, magnesium oxide, sulfur dioxide, hexavalent chromium, al-
kaline oxides, and so on [36]. Silicosis is the most well-known hazard caused by inhalation
of respirable dust containing silica and is predominantly an. occupational disease. Crys-
talline silica is especially hazardous because it is stable, insoluble in water, and generates
reactive oxygen species on exposed surfaces which are responsible for oxidative damage to
lipids, proteins, and even DNA [37,38]. Silicosis is marked by inflammation and scarring
of tissues [39] and is dependent upon severity of exposure. Crystalline silica exposure can
also result in many other respiratory diseases such as pulmonary tuberculosis, chronic
bronchitis, emphysema, cancer, and other renal and immunologic diseases [38].


Inflammation is believed to be the principal cause for pathogenesis of diseases due
to PM exposure [40]. The declining ventilatory function in cement workers is attributed
to inflammation [41] and is observed in animals as well as humans subjected to cement
dust exposure [42,43]. Meanwhile, the hydration reaction product calcium hydroxide
causes irritation of the nose and throat with potential for severe and permanent lung
damage [29,30].


As shown here, cement and concrete dust also contains several metal compounds
which are of particular concern, as even trace amounts of metals in particulates can gener-
ate inflammation via receptor-mediated cell activation or oxidative stress pathways [40].
Reactive oxygen species (ROS), generated by the well-known Fenton reaction (due to iron
redox catalysis), are recognized as initiators and mediators of cell death [44]. Inhalation
of dust containing magnesium can irritate mucous membranes and the upper respiratory
tract [45], while dolomite (calcium magnesium carbonate) causes shortness of breath and
reduced respiratory function [31]. Inhalation of aluminum can cause pulmonary fibrosis
and lung damage and increase the risk of cardiovascular disease [46,47].


Concrete dust contained more than 30 wt.% of crystalline silica, while cement paste
had very little crystalline silica. Most of the silicon in the cement paste was in the form of
calcium silicates and in compounds such as thaumasite, lamite, and alite. Cement dust
contained more than 35 wt.% of calcium hydroxide in the crystalline phases. Concrete
dust contained much higher wt.% of silicon, aluminum, and potassium than cement paste,
while the cement was rich in calcium.


4. Conclusions


This study reports a comprehensive size and chemical characterization of dust gener-
ated during saw-cutting of cement and concrete. Such data is lacking, despite thousands of
workers being routinely exposed to this dust. Cutting generates particles of great health
concern, as >90% of the particles are smaller than 2.5 µm. Larger aggregates have morphol-
ogy with sharp edges and protrusions. Concrete dust could have more potential to cause
silicosis compared to cement, as it contains >30 wt.% crystalline silica, while cement dust
contains mainly calcium silicates. Metal content and other compounds in cement and con-
crete dust pose a risk of lung damage and other secondary impacts. Most exposure surveys
were conducted for the workers exposed to particles from cement plants. No such surveys
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exist for construction workers performing cement and concrete sawing actions at worksites.
Follow-on health effects of these dust particles can be investigated with animal studies. Ap-
propriate precautions and protective equipment should be recommended for the workers
being exposed to cement and concrete dust generated during construction activities.
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Introduction


Emission of toxic metals from 
industries is a source of environmental 
degradation, and can affect human 
heath.1-10 Cement production emits 
dust particles of various sizes, volatile 
substances and dangerous metals, 
harming the environment.11,12 Cement 
dust reduces crop yield (through 
stomata clogging), gaseous exchange, 
rate of transpiration and inhibits 
intercellular processes, and also affects 
surrounding ecosystems.13-17 The main 
materials used in the production of 
cement are limestone, shells, and chalk 
or marl combined with shale, clay, 
slate, blast furnace slag, silica sand, 
and iron ore.18 Metals and compounds, 
such as lead, zinc, and sulfuric acid, 
originate from cement manufacturing 
plants.19


In developing countries, like Nigeria, 
soil quality plays a crucial role in 
food production, as metals emitted 
from industries can bioaccumulate in 
plants from soil.20-23 Ingestion of these 
plants can lead to health problems 


and eventually mortality.20-26 Cement 
dust has a high percentage of calcium 
silicate which is harmful to human 
health when ingested.27,28 The alkaline 
compound has the ability to transform 
to C-S-H bond when it reacts with 


Background. Exposure to heavy metals emanating from cement production and other 
anthropogenic activities can pose ecological risks.  
Objectives. A detailed investigation was carried out to assess the contamination and 
ecological risk of heavy metals associated with dust released during cement production.
Methods. Sixty samples, including 30 soils and 30 plants, were collected around Lafarge 
Cement Production Company. Control samples of soil and plants were collected in areas 
where human activities are limited. Samples were dried, sieved (for soil; 65 µm), packaged 
and analyzed using inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry at Acme Laboratory in 
Canada.  
Results. The average concentration of heavy metals in soils of the area are: copper (Cu): 41.63 
mg/kg; lead (Pb): 35.43 mg/kg; zinc (Zn): 213.64 mg/kg; chromium (Cr): 35.60 mg/kg; cobalt 
(Co): 3.84 mg/kg and nickel (Ni): 5.13 mg/kg. Concentrations of Cr in soils were above the 
recommended standards, while other metals were below recommended limits. The average 
concentrations of heavy metals in plants were: Cu: 26.32 mg/kg; Pb: 15.46 mg/kg; Zn: 213.94 
mg/kg; Cr: 30.62 mg/kg; Co: 0.45 mg/kg and Ni: 3.77 mg/kg. Levels of heavy metals in plants 
were all above international limits. Geo-accumulation of metals in soils ranged between -0.15 
and 6.32, while the contamination factor ranged between 0.53 and 119.59. Ecological risk 
index of heavy metals in soils ranged between 49.71 and 749. 
Discussion. All metals in soils of the study area except for Cr were below the allowable limits, 
while the levels of metals in plants were above the permissible limits. Levels of heavy metals 
reported in this study were higher than those from similar cement production areas. Soils 
around the Ewekoro cement production area were low to extremely contaminated by toxic 
metals. Cement production, processing, transportation in conjunction with the abandoned 
railway track in the area greatly contribute to the high degree of contamination observed in 
the area. Metal transfers from soil to plant are a common phenomenon. The metals pose low 
to considerable ecological risk. 
Conclusions. Anthropogenic sources, especially cement processing activities, release heavy 
metals which leads to progressive pollution of the environment and poses high ecological 
risk. 
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oxygen in the soil, this consequently 
makes the presence of calcium silicate 
a major problem when ingested or 
even with dermal contact.29


Cement dust also contains hexavalent 
chromium, a compound that is highly 
toxic in nature, and has major health 
impacts when bioaccumulation occurs 
up the food chain.35-37


Little or no study has been carried out 
to assess the extent of contamination 
of heavy metals in soils and plants or 
evaluate the health and ecological risks 
associated with cement production 
in the study area.38-40 The research 
was therefore carried out to assess 
the impact of heavy metals found in 
cement dust on the soils and plants 
within and around Ewekoro Portland 
cement factory and also evaluates the 
health impacts.


Methods


Ewekoro is located within latitude N 
6o53’00”-N 6o55’00” and longitude E 
3o12’00”-E 3o13’00” in southwestern 
Nigeria (Figure 1). Ewekoro is found 
along the Sango-Ifo-Abeokuta 
Expressway of Ogun State, bordering 
Papalanto in the west and Abeokuta 
in the east. The town is 54 km from 
Lagos and 24 km from Abeokuta. 
Ewekoro is easily accessible and 
drained mainly by the River Ewekoro, 
which is seasonal in nature and has 
many tributaries.41 The topography 
of Ewekoro is an immeasurable low 
land. The area experiences high 
levels of humidity and shrubbery is 
primarily located on tree plantations. 
The climate is significantly marked by 
two alternating wet and dry seasons. 
The average temperature in the area 
is 27.1oC with the highest and lowest 
temperatures recorded in March 
and August, respectively. The mean 
annual rainfall in the area is 1305 mm 
with the highest rainfall observed 
in June and the lowest rainfall in 
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January.42 According to the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
classification scheme, the soils of 
the area are ferric, quartz and highly 
weathered clay minerals.43,44 Human 
activities in the area include mining, 
quarrying, farming and cement 
production, and has a population of 
55,156.45,46 The area is found within 
the Dahomey basin, which is one 
of the major sedimentary basins in 
Nigeria. Ewekoro is a type locality for 
limestone deposits in the country and 
soil type reflects the presence of clay 
minerals.47,48


Sampling


Thirty (30) topsoil samples weighing 1 
kg each were collected at a depth of 20 
cm in March 2015 using a hand auger. 
After each sample was collected, all 
instruments used for sample collection 
were washed using distilled water and 
dried before use at the next sampling 
point.49 This method was repeated for 
of all of the collected samples. Three 
control samples were collected in 
areas with no observed anthropogenic 
activities. Likewise, 30 healthy plant 
samples, commonly consumed 
by locals were collected from four 
species of plants: Celosia argentea 
(soko), Corchorus olitorius (ewedu), 
Colocasiaesculenta (cocoyam), 
Musa sp.(banana) and Saccharum 
officinarum (sugar cane). The foliage 
was picked into a container and 
tagged.50,51 Two (2) control samples of 
soils and plants were also collected in 
areas with no observed anthropogenic 
activities.


Chemical analysis


In the laboratory, all the soil and 
plant samples were dried at room 
temperature. The sods were pulverized 
and sieved using an impact electric 
sieve shaker. After sieving, clay-sized 
(63 µm) sediments were collected and 
packed into small zip-lock bags. The 


grains were divided into roots, stems, 
and leaves and pulverized to fineness 
(<0.002 mm) using a china clay mortar 
and pestle. Soil and plant samples were 
then digested before analysis.


One (1) gram of soil was weighed 
from each pulverized sample and 
dissolved with 15 ml nitric acid, 
20.0 ml perchloric acid and 15.0 ml 
hydrofluoric acid, and heated for three 
hours and thereafter measured into 
a 100 ml flask with distilled water.51 
Plant samples were thoroughly washed 
in deionized water because they are 
more prone to battering of sediments, 
heated at 105oC for 5 minutes, cooled 
at 70oC for 48-72 hours to a stable 
mass, then turned into a powdery form 
in a 100 μm blender so they could be 
easily dissolved.52-54 A homogenized 
measured mass of 0.25 g was put in a 
100-ml dry Pyrex digestion tube and 
digested with 5 ml of concentrated 
nitric acid was measured with it for 
the metals analysis. Digested samples 
were diluted with ultrapure water 
using a 1:50 dilution factor. Digestates 
were sent for analysis at Acme 
Laboratory Canada. Metals analyzed 
in the samples included copper (Cu), 
lead (Pb), zinc (Zn), chromium (Cr), 
cobalt (Co) and nickel (Ni). Statistical 
analyses were carried out using the 
Statistical Package for the Social 
Sciences (SPSS) software program 
version 21. It was used to calculate 
mean, minimum, maximum, standard 
deviation and bivariate correlation. 


Contamination and risk assessment


The equations described below were 
used to evaluate the contamination, 
ecological and health risks of heavy 
metals in samples. Heavy metal 
contamination in soils was calculated 
using the geo-accumulation index 
(Igeo), contamination factor (CF), 
contamination degree (CD) and 
pollution load index (PLI).


Geo-accumulation index 


The Igeo was used to assess 
contamination of a specific metal in 
soils by evaluating metal enrichment 
above baseline or background 
values. Geo-accumulation index was 
calculated according to Equation 1.55


Equation 1


Igeo = log2 x Cn / (1.5×Bn)


where, Cn is the metal concentration 
in the sample; Bn is the concentration 
of metal in the background sample, 
and the constant 1.5 is introduced 
to minimize the effect of possible 
variations in the background values 
which may be attributed to lithologic 
variations in the samples. The 
following interpretation for the Igeo 
was given by Loskaet al.: Igeo<0 = 
practically unpolluted, 0<Igeo<1 = 
unpolluted to moderated polluted, 
1<Igeo<2 = moderately polluted, 
2<Igeo<3 = moderately to strongly 
polluted, 3<Igeo<4=strongly polluted, 
4<Igeo<5= strongly to extremely 
polluted and Igeo>5 = extremely 
polluted.56


Contamination factor 


The assessment of soil contamination 
was also carried out using the CF 
in Equation 2. The CF is the single 
element index, and all four classes are 
recognized.57


Equation 2


CF =  Metal concentration in soils /  
Concentration of element in 
background soils


The CF can be classified as follows: 
CF<1: low contamination; 1<CF<3: 
moderate contamination; 3<CF<6: 
considerable contamination; CF≥6: 
very high contamination.
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Contamination degree


The sum of contamination factors for 
all examined elements represents the 
CF of the environment.58 The CD is 
aimed at providing a measure of the 
degree of overall contamination in 
surface layers in a particular sampling 
site. The formula for calculating the 
CD is shown in Equation 3.


Equation 3


Cd = ∑n
i=1Ci


f 


where, Cd is the contamination 
degree and Cf is the contamination 
factor. A CD<6 indicates a low 
degree of contamination, while 
6<CD<12 implies a moderate degree 
of contamination. In addition, 
12<CD<24 indicates a considerable 
degree of contamination, while 
CD> 24 reflects a high degree of 
contamination.


Pollution load index


The PLI is defined as the ratio of 
element concentration in the study 
to the background content of the 
abundance of chemical elements in the 
continental crust and is used to assess 
environment quality.59,60 The PLI for 
the soil samples was determined by 
the equation below, as proposed by 
Tomilson et al. and used by Anjos et 
al.58,59


Equation 4


PLI = (CF1 x CF2 x CF3 x ... x CFn)1/n  
 


According to Chen et al., the PLI of 
each metal is classified as either low 
(PI≤1), middle (1<PI≤3) or high 
(PI>3).60


Contamination load index 


Equation 5 was used to determine 


the rate of contamination of specific 
metals in the grain/plant.


Equation 5    
 
CLI =  Ccrop/MPC


Where, CLI is the contamination load 
index; Ccrop is the concentration of 
metal in a plant; MPC is the maximum 
permitted concentration of metals in 
crops, and a contamination load index 
>1 indicates contamination of grains 
by metals.61


Bioaccumulation factor


Bioaccumulation factor is defined 
as the ratio of metal concentration 
in plant to that in the soil.62 It is 
expressed using Equation 6.


Equation  6    
 
BAF = Cp/Cso   


Where, BAF is the bioaccumulation 
factor, and Cp and Cso are the 
metal concentration in aerial parts 
of the plant (mg/kg) and in soil 
(mg/kg), respectively. When the 
bioaccumulation factor>1 there is 
mobility of metal from soil to plant.


Ecological risk assessment for metals 
in soils 


Ecological risks of metals were 
evaluated using the ecological risk 
index (ERI) (Equation 7) as presented 
by Mamut et al.63


Equation 7    
 
ERI = T i


R x C i
f


Where, ERI is the potential ecological 
risk of a single element; TR is the toxic-
response factor; and CF is the pollution 
of a single element factor, which is also 
the contamination factor. The toxic-
response factors for some metals used 


in the study were Zn = 1, Cr = 2, Cu 
= 5, Pb = 5, cadmium (Cd) = 30, Ni = 
5. The results from Equation 7 help to 
produce the risk index (RI), which is 
the summation of the ecological risk 
assessment (Equation 8).64


Equation 8    
 
RI = ∑m


i=1 x E i
R  


When the ecological risk (ER) is <40 
and RI<150, this implies low ecological 
risk, while 40≤ER<80 and 150≤RI<300 
indicate moderate ecological risk. A 
80≤ER<160 and 300≤RI≤600 indicates 
considerable ecological risk, while 
160≤ER<320 implies high ecological 
risk. An ER≥320 and RI>600 indicate 
very high ecological risk.


Results


The average concentrations of heavy 
metals in soils in the study area are 
presented in Table 1. The mean soil 
concentrations of the metals were Cu: 
41.63 mg/kg; Pb: 35.43 mg/kg; Zn: 
213.64 mg/kg; Cr: 35.60 mg/kg; Co: 
3.84 mg/kg and Ni: 5.13 mg/kg (Table 
1). The results revealed a decreasing 
order of Zn>Cu>Cr>Pb>Ni>Co (Table 
1) for the metals concentrations. 
Sample 21 had the highest 
concentration of Co, while sample 30 
has the least concentration (Figure 
2). For Ni, sample 20 had the highest 
concentration, while sample 30 had the 
lowest (Figure 2). The concentration 
of Zn was highest in sample 4 and 
lowest in sample 1 (Figure 3). The 
concentration of Cr was highest in 
sample 27 and lowest in sample 1 
(Figure 3). The highest concentration 
of Cu was found in sample 27, while 
the lowest was found in sample 1 
(Figure 4). The highest concentration 
of Pb was found around sample 23, 
while the least values were found in 
sample 1 (Figure 4). The study further 
showed that the concentrations of Cr 
in soils in the study area were above 
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the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) standards, 
while the concentrations of Zn, Cu, Pb, 
Ni and Co were below this standard.65 
The average concentrations of the 
metals in soils were greater than those 
in the control samples (Table 1).


Metal concentrations in plants 


The decreasing order of metals in 
plants in the present study area are 
Zn>Cr>Cu>Pb>Ni>Co (Table 1). Zinc 
had a mean value of 135.87 mg/kg, a 
minimum value of 14.90 mg/kg and a 
maximum value of 252.00 mg/kg; with 
a significance of ρ = 0.01. Chromium 
had a mean value of 30.62 mg/kg, a 
minimum value of 1.20 mg/kg and 
a maximum of 343.00 mg/kg, with a 
significant value of ρ = 0.01. Copper 
had a mean value of 26.52 mg/kg, with 
a minimum value of 2.59 mg/kg and 
maximum value of 305.60 mg/kg. The 
concentrations of Zn, Cr, Cu, Pb, Ni 


and Co in plants are above CODEX 
recommended limits.61


Contamination assessment of soils 
and plants


Results of the contamination 
assessment of heavy metals in soils 
in the study area are presented in 
Table 2. Copper had minimum and 
maximum Igeo values of 0.94 and 3.19, 
respectively, with an average of 2.23, 
while Pb had minimum and maximum 
Igeo values of -1.08 and 2.97, 
respectively, with a mean value of 0.69. 
Zinc showed a mean Igeo value of 1.84, 
while the average value of Igeo for Cr 
was 1.70. The minimum Igeo value 
for Co was -1.26, with a maximum 
value of 5.71 and a mean of 4.66, while 
the minimum Igeo value for Ni was 
1.57 with a maximum Igeo value of 
6.32. In addition, the results showed 
that the CF for Cu in soils of the area 
showed a minimum and maximum 


of 2.88 and 13.64, respectively, while 
for Pb the CF ranged between 0.71 
and 11.76.The average CF value for Zn 
was 9.05 and 6.03 for Cr. For Co, the 
CF ranged between 0.63 and 78.58, 
and for Ni the minimum CF was 4.45 
and the maximum was 119.59. The 
minimum CD for heavy metals in soils 
in the study area was 11.90, while the 
maximum was 105.82. In plants in the 
area, the mean contamination load 
index for Cu, Pb, Zn, Cr and Ni was 
44.20, 77.30, 226.45, 23.55 and 34.27, 
respectively (Table 3).


Bivariate correlation


The results of the significant values (> 
0.01) (Table 3) revealed that all metals 
in plants and soils originated from the 
same source, with the exception of Zn, 
which showed a varied value in soils 
and plants, suggesting different sources 
for the two media. This was confirmed 
in the results of the bivariate 


Table 1 — Average Concentration of Heavy Metals in Soils and Plants of the Study Area
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Figure 2 — Spatial distribution of cobalt and 
nickel in topsoil in the study area


Figure 3 — Spatial distribution of zinc and 
chromium in topsoil in the study area
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correlation (Table 4) that revealed the 
following significant correlations: Pb-
Cu (r=0.680); Cu-Cr (r=0.699); Co-Cu 
(r=0.553); Pb-Cr (r=0.638); Co-Zn 
(r=0.529); Co-Cr (r=0.509) and Co-Ni 
(r=0.624) in soil and (Cu: r=0.682; Pb: 
r=0.606; Zn: r=0.923; Cr: r=0.973 and 
Ni: r=0.924) in plants, implying that 
the sources of these metals in plants in 
the study area originate predominantly 
from uptake from soils.  


Bioaccumulation assessment of 
heavy metals in plants 


The outcomes of the bioaccumulation 
assessment of heavy metals in plants 
in the study area are shown in Table 
3. The minimum and maximum 
bioaccumulation factor for Cu was 
0.04 and 1.84, respectively, and ranged 
between 0.01 and 5.09 for Pb. The 
average bioaccumulation factor for Zn, 
Cr, Co and Ni was 1.39, 0.86, 0.43 and 
0.78, respectively.


Ecological risk 


Results of the ecological risk 
assessment of heavy metals in soils in 
the study area are presented in Figure 
5. The minimum ERI for Cu was 14.41, 
while the maximum was 68.22. For 
Pb, the minimum and maximum ERI 
was 3.55 and 58.81, respectively. For 
Zn, the ERI ranged between 0.53 and 
33.26, with an average of 9.05, while 
the minimum and the maximum ERI 
for Cr was 2.71 and 34.57, respectively. 
Nickel had a minimum and maximum 
ERI of 22.27 and 597.95, respectively. 
The overall ERI for all the metals 
ranged between 49.71 and 749, with an 
average of 350.26


Discussion


Except for Cr in soils of Ewekoro, 
concentrations of heavy metals were 
below the recommended limits set 
by the USEPA.65 However, they were 
above their corresponding measured 
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Figure 4 — Spatial distribution of copper and lead in topsoil  
in the study area
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concentrations in the background soils 
(Table 1). Relating the above results 
with similar studies done in Ashaka 
and Obajana cement production areas 
in Nigeria, the concentrations of Cu, 
Pb, Zn and Ni in soils of the study area 
were above those reported in the two 
areas.55-58 However, concentrations 
of Co in soils were lower than those 
reported in Ashakasoils, and higher 
than those in Obajana soils. In 
addition, concentrations of potentially 
toxic metals in plants in this area were 


above the recommended limits.60 The 
spatial distribution of Co and Ni in 
soil (Figure 2) revealed that Jagun had 
higher concentrations of Co than other 
parts of the study area. In addition, 
Zn was highly concentrated in the 
northeast and southwest of the study 
area (Figure 3). Concentrations of Cr 
were high in the northwest around 
Ewekoro, Lapeleko and Jagun (Figure 
3). Copper was well distributed in 
soils across the study area, but was 
highly concentrated around Ewekoro, 


Lapeleko, Jagun and Papalanto (Figure 
4). Concentrations of Pb were high in 
soils around Ewekoro and Lapeleko 
(Figure 4). The study revealed that 
aerial deposition of metal-laden soils 
might have contributed significantly 
to their concentration in the area. A 
study by Afolabi et al. showed that 
more than 70% of the inhabitants of 
the area live in houses about 2 km 
from the cement processing factory.45 
This indicates that toxic metals in soils 
of the area are highly concentrated in 
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Table 2 — Geo-Accumulation Index, Contamination Factor, Contamination Degree and Pollution Load Index  
of Heavy Metals in Soils


Table 3 — Bioaccumulation Factor and Contamination Load Index of Heavy Metals in Plants
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areas where people live. In addition, 
concentrations of heavy metals in 
plants of the area were above the 
recommended limits set by CODEX.61


In the study area, the Igeo revealed 
that soils are unpolluted to strongly 
polluted by Cu Pb and Cr (the 
classification has been clearly defined 


in Equation 1), while they are 
unpolluted to extremely polluted by 
Zn and Co (Table 2). In addition, soils 
are moderately to extremely polluted 
by Ni (Loska et al).56 However, the 
results of the CF showed that the soils 
in the area ranged from lowly to very 
highly contaminated by Pb, Zn and 
Co, while Cu and Cr present moderate 


to very high contamination (the 
classification is defined in Equation 
2). Nickel showed considerable to very 
high contamination in soils of this 
area. The CD showed that heavy metals 
in soils of the area pose a moderate 
to high degree of contamination 
(Table 2). This was affirmed by the 
PLI which also revealed a moderate 


Table 4 — Bivariate Correlation of Heavy Metals in Soils and Plants
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to high degree of pollution (Table 2). 
This showed that cement production, 
processing, and transportation coupled 
with the abandoned railway track 
in the area might have significantly 
contributed to the high degree of 
contamination recorded in the area. 
According to Afolabi et al., land and 
aerial pollution contributed 6.40% and 
80.81% of the total pollution in the 
study area.45 Oral ingestion, dermal 
contact and inhalation of contaminated 
soils and dusts might have contributed 
significantly to the spread of diseases 
in the area as reported by Afolabi et 
al.45 In addition, the contamination 
load index revealed that plants in this 
area are highly contaminated by heavy 
metals. Consumption of contaminated 
vegetables and plants may also 
contribute to health issues in the study 
area.


The present study further revealed the 
presence of metals transfer from soil 
to plants across most of the study area 
(Table 3). Bivariate correlation (Table 
4) revealed that Cu, Pb, Zn, Cr and Ni 


were mobilized from soils to plants, 
while Co was not. Although metals 
in plants might have originated from 
soils in the area, aerial deposition of 
contaminated dusts is another possible 
means of contamination, entering 
plants through their stomata.


Correlation analysis of metals in 
soils showed that the potentially 
toxic elements in soils of the area 
might have originated from common 
mixed anthropogenic and point 
sources. Major possible sources of 
metals in soils of the area are cement 
production, processing, processing, 
rail and vehicular transportation. It 
was observed that Cu, Pb, Zn and Cr 
in soils of the study area posed low to 
considerable ecological risk (Figure 5), 
while Ni posed considerable to very 
high ecological risk (the classification 
is defined in Equation 8).


Conclusions


The present study was carried out 
to assess the extent of heavy metals 


contamination and their potential 
ecological risk in soils and plants 
of Ewekoro, southwest Nigeria. 
Concentrations of heavy metals in 
soils and plants in the area were above 
those in background samples and 
cement production areas across the 
country. Soils and plants in the area are 
contaminated by heavy metals which 
possibly originate from anthropogenic 
activities, especially from cement 
production and processing as well as 
rail and vehicular transportation. In 
addition, crops in the area are strong 
bioaccumulators of these heavy 
metals, although aerial deposition of 
contaminated dust is also a potential 
source of metals. Furthermore, the 
ecological risk potential of heavy metals 
in soils of the area ranged from low 
to considerably high. Further studies 
should be conducted on the extent of 
heavy metal bioaccumulation in this 
area and the potential health risk to 
local residents. Stricter rules should 
be introduced to regulate cement 
production activities to lower the 
emission rate of cement dust polluted 
with metals into the environment.
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cement.
 

2020 Laniyan report:  “Exposure to heavy metals emanating from cement

production and other anthropogenic activities can pose ecological risks.”…. “Cement production,
processing, transportation in conjunction with the abandoned railway track in the area greatly
contribute to the high degree of contamination observed in the area. Metal transfers from soil to
plant are a common phenomenon. “The metals pose low to considerable ecological risk.” 
……”Conclusions. Anthropogenic sources, especially cement processing activities, release heavy
metals which leads to progressive pollution of the environment and poses high ecological risk.
 
 

2021Di Claula Laniyan report:  “Cement plants located in urban areas can

increase health risk.”……In conclusion, children living and attending school in an urban area exposed
to cement plant emissions show a chronic bioaccumulation of toxic metals, and a significant
exposure to PM10 pollution. Cement plants located in populous urban areas seem therefore
harmful, and primary prevention policies to protect children health are needed.
 

2021 Gharpure report: “Construction activities involving sawing, cutting, and

grinding of cast cementitious and cured concrete expose construction workers to a cloud of
crystalline dust particles. Exposure to these particles can be a serious health hazard.”…… In cement
plants, cough, sputum, and breathing difficulty is prevalent in exposed workers. Several studies
indicate that chronic exposure to cement dust can significantly
lower pulmonary functions with duration of exposure. Furthermore, cement dust is also known to
cause cancer of the larynx and lung. Animal studies have shown that the dust can cause
emphysema and fibrosis in lung tissues.”…… “Cement dust inhalation appears to have secondary impacts
as well because of its ability to reach various organs.” Pimentel et al. inferred that the inhaled cement particles
can enter into the bloodstream and reach the liver because swelling, inflammation, and lesions were found around
the liver in cement mill workers.
 

2021 Gharpure Owonikoko report: This study provides a standardized

laboratory-based experimental model of exposure for investigation on cement dust toxicity. It
generally revealed heavy metal bioaccumulation and histoarchitectural alteration as organ
damaging mechanisms with respect to the respiratory system. The exposure apparatus has been
modified and standardized to mimic the cement factory environment and host communities of
cement factories alike who are equally vulnerable to cement dust toxicities as occupationally
exposed individuals. The results from this study add to the relatively few experimental-based data
available on cement dust and therefore advance the existing claims of its toxicity. The pathogenesis
of cement dust-induced toxicities is not limited to bioaccumulation of the heavy metal content of
cement dust but also includes organomegaly and pneumopathological alterations. Further studies
on the toxicosis of cement dust are hereby encouraged in order to validate the epidemiological
reports in the literature on cement dust-induced pathologies and to incite policies geared towards
the protection of occupationally and geographically exposed individuals.



 
 
In addition providing this academic research for your review and consideration, I will briefly
articulate some of my additional concerns in a summarized format:
 

1. Significant risk posed by the increased traffic – most notably with regards to the sheer size
(especially the width) of the trucks involved with the logistical support of the proposed plant.

2. Further comprromise of the overall air quality caused by an  increase in diesel exhaust – only
compounding the issues caused by the dust pollution throw off by the concerete plant.

3. Polluted stream run-off: our storm water run-offs will be negatively impacted by this concrete
plant.

4. Overall noise and the general eye-sore of having an operational plant running  24 x hours each
day.

5. Reduction in overall property values and desireabiltiy of the local neighborhoods, churches,
and schools.

 
As a 22 x year active duty Army officer, I can personally attest to the detrimental impacts of local
governments not executing their primary duty to the citizens it serves – the protection of the
people!  Having deployed as a Special Forces (aka Green Beret) officer to multiple third world
countries including Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen, and Jordan, I have witenessed the impacts to the
citizenry of these countries based on having zero enviromental protections.  I have also been
exposed to and have friends impacted by exposure to “burn pits” while deployed.  I cannot begin to
tell you the anguish caused by respiratory and other detrimental health impacts to our Service
Members that have served in areas impacted by enviornmental toxins.  I can accept that we were
exposed to environmental harm in a combat enviroment, but never dreamed I would face this risk at
home – in my own neighborhood!
 
Finally, just because a particular piece of land was/is zoned in a particular way – doesn’t mean that
the land should be approved in any manner deemed “legal” by current regulation.  Just because an
action is legal, doesn’t mean its right!
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns with regards to this email.  Thanks for your
time and consideration.
 
Very Respectfully,
Kirk
 
KIRK A. DUNCAN
Lieutenant Colonel (Promotable), Special Forces
Branch Chief
OPMD, Human Resources Command
Fort Knox, KY
 
☎ OFFICE: 502-613-6122
☎ GOV: 502-386-0613



☎ CELL: 253-278-5816
Email: kirk.a.duncan.mil@army.mil
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CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

My wife, Kelly Durham, and I wish to express our strong opposition to the proposed concrete plant
across from our Lake Forest subdivision and just down the road from Stopher Elementary. This is
beyond a “bad idea”. It is beyond what effect it will have on property values. It is a matter of
effectively making the area uninhabitable for many current residents. It is no secret that the air
quality in our community is a problem and that it is compounded by allergens that proliferate here.
Finding someone in this community whose family has not been effected by respiratory issues is
unusual. Allowing a concrete plant with the attendant dust and particulates generated, to be built
across the street from a residential area and nearby an elementary school, , will pose a severe health
problem for many residents and needlessly expose children at an early stage of development to
 respiratory problems. This proposal will also create safety issues on a separate level, as Aiken Road
is a narrow two lane road that would now be necessarily and regularly traversed by concrete trucks.
They will pose a threat not only to other vehicular traffic, including the school buses serving the
nearby school, but also the considerable pedestrian traffic in the area generated by the school. The
proposal is an idea whose time should not be allowed to come. We urge you to do the right thing by
our community and what common sense would seem to demand. Please do not let this happen.
 
Darryl W. Durham,
Member
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meidinger Tower, 22nd Floor
462 S. Fourth St.
Louisville, KY  40202
Direct 502.371.3586; Office 502.584.7400
Fax 502.371.9286
E-mail:  ddurham@derbycitylaw.com
Website: www.derbycitylaw.com
 
This message, together with any attachments, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed
and may contain information that is legally privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure.  If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message, or any attachment, is

mailto:ddurham@derbycitylaw.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:qocdirector@gmail.com
mailto:ddurham@derbycitylaw.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/S-_QCQWKj4TrR8YJcPy_o3?domain=urldefense.proofpoint.com






strictly prohibited.  If you have received this message in error, please notify the original sender or the Law Office of Seiller
Waterman LLC (502-584-7400) immediately by telephone or by return E-mail and delete this message, along with any
attachments, from your computer.
 
WARNING:  ***WIRE FRAUD ADVISORY***
All parties to financial transactions are targets for wire fraud, emailing hacking and phishing attacks.  If funds are to be
wired in conjunction with a transaction involving Seiller Waterman LLC, verbally verify wire instructions through a known,
trusted phone number prior to sending funds.  Do NOT call the phone number provided in the email containing the
instructions, rather use phone numbers you have called before or can otherwise verify.  Beware of wire instructions received
from any party to a transaction, which includes, but is not limited to attorneys, closing/title agents, lenders, realtors, buyers,
and sellers.  Seiller Waterman LLC is not responsible for any wires sent by you to an incorrect bank account.
 



From: Kevin Eagan
To: Jay Luckett; Kevin Eagan
Subject: Concrete Batch Plant on Aiken Road
Date: Monday, October 3, 2022 3:03:39 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,

We are OPPOSED to a concrete batch plant of any size or format on Aiken Road so close to a
school for disabled children and the two grade schools as well as all of the residential
communities and churches which surround the proposed plant. How or why did
the plan/approval and building of Stopher Elementary take place if this property in
question and its zoning for heavy industrial usage could still be built? 
No concrete batch plants exist near schools anywhere else in the country.

Safety of our children and the residents in the area should and must come first.

The communication(or lack thereof)by which we were notified in order to voice our concerns
from the onset of this process was deeply flawed and disappoints us as taxpayers in Louisville.

Please reverse course and stop this development.

Sincerely,

Kevin and Mary Ellen Eagan 
Lake Forest Residents (20 plus years)

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

mailto:keagan5@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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From: Barbara Eckert
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:08:39 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Jay,
     I know you have heard all the reasons and concerns regarding the proposed plans for the
concrete plant near our neighborhood. Please know that we are opposed to its development on
ALL levels and even downsized proposal. 
The Eckerts
845 Lake Forest Pkwy

mailto:barb.eckert@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Kyle Eden
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 5:22:10 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Jay, 
I wanted to reach out to you (as I'm sure many of my neighbors in Lake Forest have already done or will be doing) to express
my concern with the proposed concrete batch plant on Aiken Road (whether to the original design or the new scaled back
design put forth, which i have concerns will ultimately result in expansion back to the original design anyway).

I sent the below message to the air permit committee about a month ago.

----
I am a concerned member of the Lake Forest community which is adjacent to
this proposed development. I am highly concerned about the utter disregard for
the health and well being of numerous groups of this development is allowed
to continue: 

1. Stopher Elementary is within 1 mile of this development. Hundreds of
children's health is being put at risk from the dust and odor, and depending on
the loudness of the facility and its trucks, may also be a noise ordinance issue
that severely disrupts learning. 
2. St. Mary's center for helping developmentally challenged adults is even
closer. I have the same concerns for these individuals. 
3. PetSuites is also adjacent to this proposed facility. The health of the animals
and workers will be put at risk as well. 
4. Kentucky gymnastics is next to PetSuites - again, children are being put at
risk. 
5. Finally, but not least, the families who live in lake forest - children, adults,
elderly, immuno-compromised individuals and really everyone will be put at
risk. 

Studies have been done that inhaling concrete dust can cause serious and even
fatal diseases such as silicosis, COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease), and lung cancer. 

I am not comfortable with the decision to allow this facility to be built in this
location at all, and ask that you please reconsider that decision. 

----

In addition to the above, I have concerns on the amount of vehicle traffic being
added to an already in poor quality road, and the narrowness of the road
combined with these large vehicles and busses. It is already difficult to see
around the many bends in the road,, imagine pulling out in front of a dump
truck barreling around the corner. 

I appreciate your attention to this project and am hopeful that the safety of the
citizens is put first and foremost and the plant is rejected and the land re-zoned

mailto:kyle.eden@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


so this doesn't occur again in the future. 

Thank you. 

Kyle Eden



From: Hannah
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Sunday, September 4, 2022 11:23:13 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Jay-

Emailing in reference to the concrete mixing plant that is trying to be built adjacent of Lake Forest, I have to state at
my concerns and that I strongly disagree with the development plans. As a mother of three children under the age of
seven, I have strong health concerns that would be affecting my entire family. Not only would we live near the site
if it was built, my children also attend Stopher elementary which they would also be affected. Potentially no escape
for my children or their lungs if these plans go forward. Please reject and stop this horrible plant from moving
forward.

Thank you,
Hannah Ensor

mailto:hannahensor@gmx.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: kevinmepps@aol.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 4:35:51 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am a resident of Lake Forest. Please consider this e-mail as voicing my opposition to the concrete plant
construction at 13905 Aiken Road.

I drive on Aiken Road on a regular basis.  Most of this section of Aiken is too narrow for 2 full size cars
much less 2 Concrete Trucks or a Concrete Truck and a School Bus. One would end up off the road. 
Several Utility Poles are within just a few inches of the road edge on this section of Aiken.  I believe there
is too great a risk of an overturned School Bus with Power Lines fallen on it to allow such a business on
this section of Aiken Road.

Traffic in the area is terrible during rush hours & school times.  This would make it necessary to add
Traffic Lights at Aiken & English Station as well as Bush Farm & Aiken.  Also Turn Lanes would likely
need to be added to both of those intersections.

The dust and pollution created by this plant will result in illness & disability for any residents or students
with underlying breathing conditions not to mention making recovery from COVID-19 more of a
challenge. The owner of the proposed concrete plan has a plan to operate 24 hours per day making noise
pollution nearly as bad as what will be in the air.

Lastly, there is a church with an on site cemetery almost directly across the street from the proposed
plant.
Can you imagine attending a funeral across the street from this?  You probably will not have to but many
others will.

There is other undeveloped land within a mile or 2 that would be a better site for a concrete plant.  I
encourage you to let the applicant use an alternate site.  Also the fact that this site has been unused by
its owner for all these years should bear considerable weight in  this case.

Kevin M. Epley
2307 Claymore Circle
502-553-1044

mailto:kevinmepps@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: caroljeande@aol.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 3:30:39 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am a Lake Forrest resident, please find this e-mail as my opposition to the above concrete plant.

I am also a member of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church which is located directly across the street from the
proposed plant. I am sure the plant will use our parking lot as a turnaround for the concrete trucks which
will destroy our pavement.

The health risk alone should have stopped the plant from being approved in a residential area destroying
our air quality. It will create much danger on the very narrow Aiken Road which is also right down the
street from Stoffer Elementary School.

The Pollution and dust will be extreme.

Please reconsider this for the health and safety of so many, including little children riding the school
buses and riding their bikes being met by concrete trucks.

This is my cry for you to stop this plant. 

Carol Daugherty Epley

mailto:caroljeande@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Lisa Evans
To: Luckett, Jay P; Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert;

Piagentini, Anthony B.; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098-13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 1:00:59 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Sirs and Madams, 

Our goal is similar, for the betterment of the Louisville community. Louisville had and has
many challenges. Residents in the West, South and Butchertown areas all deal with
environmental concerns. The proposed concrete plant will add environmental concerns to our
east residents, lower housing prices, create unsafe road conditions, and add to noise, land and
air pollution. When will the health of Louisville residents be more important than individuals
and companies that continue to contaminate our community? 

Please reconsider the building of the concrete plant on land too close to medically challenged
residents and children. 
Thank you, 
Lisa Evans
Lake Forest Resident
Confidentiality Disclaimer: This message, including any attachments, is confidential, intended
only for the named recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged or exempt from
disclosure under applicable law, including PHI (Protected Health Information) cover under the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996. If you are not the
intended recipient(s), you are notified that the dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
message is strictly prohibited. If you receive this message in error or are not the named
recipient(s), please notify the sender or contact the UofL Health IT Service Desk at 502-588-
7003 to report an inadvertently received message.

mailto:lisa.evans@uoflhealth.org
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us


From: John Ewing
To: Luckett, Jay P; damong@sunshinebuildersllc.com; john@bardlaw.net; randy@frankotte.com; ldd@ldd-inc.com;

Liu, Emily; Hamilton, Rachael; james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org; Kirchdorfer, Robert
Subject: Case 22-DDP-0098 Concrete Mixing Plant 13905 Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 7:08:58 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello,
     I’m writing again regarding the concrete plant on Aiken. I know you’ve all received
countless emails regarding this issue. There have undoubtedly been emails with graphics and
stats on exactly why this is a monumentally bad location for such a plant. I won’t send those
again. I’m going to simply ask for all of you to take a really long look at the map of Aiken Rd.
east of the Snyder and use common sense to figure this out. What industrial operation do you
see in that area? I see a pet hotel, a landscape rock co, an auto glass repair co, an HVAC co, a
realtor, hair dresser, a church, a landscape supply co, a school, an adult care giving center and
one of the largest neighborhoods in Louisville. Nothing on that list is M3. The size or scope of
the plant doesn’t matter because it doesn’t make sense in any capacity. 
     I realize we aren’t dealing with a zoning issue and that it’s properly zoned for the proposal
before you. This isn’t the 1980’s so does this still make sense?? Is this the randomness that
Louisville is looking for because of the “rubber stamp” mentality of development in this city?
Really look at the map and ask yourself if you would buy a home on Hidden Hill Ct. or
Oakhurst Rd. if this plant ends up being built. Or ask yourself, if you did live there already, if
you think you’d be able to sell your home for anywhere close to what it was worth.
     In closing, I’ll draw your attention to Louisville’s comprehensive Plan 2040 and it’s
CHASE principals. The “H” in CHASE is for Healthy. “The built environment supports the
natural environment by considering air, water and soil quality while allowing for appropriate
growth and development.“ Allowing this plant to be build in close proximity to everything
I’ve already mentioned clearly doesn’t meet this goal.
     
Respectfully 
John Ewing

mailto:jpewing24@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:damong@sunshinebuildersllc.com
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:ldd@ldd-inc.com
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov


From: Ashley Ewing
To: Piagentini, Anthony B.; Liu, Emily; Luckett, Jay P; damong@sunshinebuildersllc.com;

james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org; john@bardlaw.net; ldd@ldd-inc.com; Hamilton, Rachael; randy@frankotte.com;
Kirchdorfer, Robert

Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 11:07:17 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning, 
I’d respectfully ask that you deny the Concrete Mixing Plant Case 22-DDP-0098, 13905
Aiken Rd.

Location: The proposed plant would be located in a terrible location and while zoned M-3 this
was based on zoning laws and regulation in the early 80s well before there were schools, adult
daycares and numerous residences in the immediate proximity. One house is only 150’ away
and numerous other homes and a church is well within 600’. The surrounding citizens,
including the disabled and young students, will be compromised by air quality with dust
particles and diesel exhaust. There are numerous substantiated articles that address these exact
health concerns and other states/cities have learned the unfortunate consequences for us
already. We’ve also learned that there are no air quality monitors anywhere near the proposed
plant, which is a significant concern considering the Plant Owner self-regulates. 

Roadways: The roadways around this plant are not built to maintain or navigate with very
large, 50,000+ lb concrete trucks. The roadways are extremely narrow, there are blind curves,
entrances and exits, which include school entrances and crossings. There also are no stop signs
or stoplights at heavily trafficked areas that are already a significant problem (English Station
and Bush Farm/Aiken). These are roads where there already are and will be considerably more
hurried navigations to access highways. There is no way the Plant will be able to control how
their independent contractors travel. With the current road situation and demographics, it
poses significant risk and liability for the Plant and Louisville Metro should you allow this
plan to go forward.

Water Pollution: There are also storm water plant and pollution issues that haven’t been fully
considered, there are already considerable water runoff issues in this area. 

Noise/Eyesore: Allowing a concrete plant to be built right next to schools, residences and
churches sets a bad precedent for Louisville as a whole. Trucks will be lined up at all hours,
blocking roadways and creating significant problems addressed above. It’ll make this a more
hazardous/less desirable place to live and significantly decrease property values.

While concrete batch plants are needed, clearly this is not the place for one to be located, there
are much safer options. 

Respectfully,
Susan Ashley Ewing
502-386-1547

mailto:saewing727@gmail.com
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:damong@sunshinebuildersllc.com
mailto:james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:ldd@ldd-inc.com
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
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From: Luckett, Jay P
To: John@bardlaw.net
Cc: Derek Triplett
Subject: FW: Request for Additional Time at Concrete Plant Hearing on Thursday, Oct. 6th
Date: Monday, October 3, 2022 9:20:00 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png

John,
 
I wanted to let you know that the opposition requested and Planning Commission has granted
extended time for 22-DDP-0098. Each side will get 45 minutes to present.
 
Regards,
 
Jay Luckett, AICP
Planner II
Planning & Design Services
Department of Develop Louisville
LOUISVILLE FORWARD
444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300
Louisville, KY 40202
502-574-5159
 
Sign up to receive email notification of development proposals in your Metro Council District
 
 
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design

 
 

From: Williams, Julia <Julia.Williams@louisvilleky.gov> 
Sent: Monday, October 3, 2022 9:09 AM
To: Luckett, Jay P <Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov>
Subject: RE: Request for Additional Time at Concrete Plant Hearing on Thursday, Oct. 6th
 
Yes 45 minutes for opposition and applicant.
 

From: Luckett, Jay P <Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov> 
Sent: Monday, October 3, 2022 8:32 AM
To: Williams, Julia <Julia.Williams@louisvilleky.gov>
Subject: FW: Request for Additional Time at Concrete Plant Hearing on Thursday, Oct. 6th

mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:John@bardlaw.net
mailto:triplett@ldd-inc.com
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/new
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design
https://twitter.com/DevelopLou
https://www.facebook.com/DevelopLouisville/
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Julia.Williams@louisvilleky.gov




 
Julia,
 
Did we get official confirmation of extra time for the Concrete Plant case?
 
Regards,
 
Jay Luckett, AICP
Planner II
Planning & Design Services
Department of Develop Louisville
LOUISVILLE FORWARD
444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300
Louisville, KY 40202
502-574-5159
 
Sign up to receive email notification of development proposals in your Metro Council District
 
 
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design

 
 

From: kim@lakeforestky.com <kim@lakeforestky.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 5:14 PM
To: Luckett, Jay P <Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov>
Cc: Morgan Keith, Board Member <morgan.keith@lakeforestky.com>; Kim Brice, Lake Forest
<kim@lakeforestky.com>
Subject: Request for Additional Time at Concrete Plant Hearing on Thursday, Oct. 6th
 

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe

 

Hello Jay,
 
Could you please schedule 45 minutes for the opposition to speak at the Concrete Plant hearing on

Thursday, Oct. 6th. 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/new
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design
https://twitter.com/DevelopLou
https://www.facebook.com/DevelopLouisville/
mailto:kim@lakeforestky.com
mailto:kim@lakeforestky.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:morgan.keith@lakeforestky.com
mailto:kim@lakeforestky.com


 
Thank you, Kim
 
Kim Brice
General Manager
Lake Forest® Community Association
A Deed Restricted Community
511 Woodlake Drive
Louisville, KY   40245
(502) 245-5253
 
 
 
 



From: Amy Faust
To: Luckett, Jay P; racheal.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov; john@bardlaw.com; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com;

Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22- DDP-0098-13095 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 16, 2022 11:44:31 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design

I'm writing to inform you that I'm a concerned citizen regarding the proposed concrete mixing
plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098).  I have read about their amended plan, but
neither the original or amended plans lessen my concerns.  There are too many nearby
residents, an elementary school, a center for adults with disabilities, and a church.  This should
be taken into strong consideration.  This proposed concrete mixing plant will bring air quality
concerns, and major traffic hazard and congestion concerns.  Aiken is not wide enough to
safely handle school buses (there is a nearby JCPS bus compound), cement trucks, and all
nearby residential traffic. 

Let's learn from the mistakes made near Butchertown.  There the dust from the nearby
Advance Ready Mix plant has been causing problems for decades.  The Louisville Air
Pollution Control District has issued 20 violations since the plant opened in the 90's.  Let's be
proactive before this happens to another residential area in Louisville.

Please deny the application.  Lives are at stake and our Louisville Metro Planning & Design
need to show they care.  Safety should come first and foremost.  

-- 
Thanks,
 
Amy Faust
 
LF Resident 

mailto:aholzknecht01@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:racheal.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.com
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov


From: John Fenton
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Oppose Concrete Plant at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:04:22 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Case Manager Jay Luckett,

I live a 15013 Tradition Drive in Lake Forest Legacy Condominiums.  I have lived in Lake Forest since
moving to Louisville in 1988.  I would not have purchased a home for my family in this area if there was a
Concrete Plant next to Lake Forest.

I OPPOSE the concrete plant on 13905 Aiken Road.

I did some online searching for information regarding concrete plants and the associated issues with
increased heavy truck useage near the factory.  I was appalled.  You should be ashamed of yourselves
and your lack of concern for the health and safety of your tax paying citizens.

Every article I read quoted the fact that concrete plants are a significant source of air pollution and cause
elevated risks for respiratory diseases including cancers of the respiratory systems in children and
adults.  There are also statistics that show a significant increase in fatal accidents associated with the
concrete related truck traffic required by the concrete plants.

The air pollution associated with concrete plants has been documented and the dust hazards associated
with concrete plants has been documented.  Every study has shown that concrete plants are not healthy
environments, and should not be constructed in residential areas.

Common sense dictates that concrete plants should be in the middle of the country, not the middle of
residential neighborhoods.  There is an elementary school within walking distance of the proposed
concrete plant.  How many children are you willing to harm, how many families are you willing to
devastate, how many innocent lives are you willing to ruin?  

Concrete plants are Health Hazards.  Concrete plants are inherently unhealthy environments.  Concrete
plants should not be allowed in or near residential neighborhoods.

Sincerely, 

John Fenton
15013 Tradition Drive
Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:jrf809@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: califluhr@gmail.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant Case 22-DDp-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 4:54:07 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Mr. Luckett,

I am emailing you as a concerned resident of Lake Forest regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant on 13905
Aiken Road.

I live in Lake Forest in very close proximity to the Aiken Road and Oakhurst exit to the neighborhood. My family
lives within a .25 mile radius from the location of the Concrete Plant on Aiken Road.

I have 4 very young, developing children, in which their health and well being is my biggest concern.
I am concerned with the potential health hazards that this new Concrere Plant will bring to my family, especially my
young children.

There are so many other young families as our surrounding neighbors, that will be effected as well. Also greatly
effected, will be a nearby Elementary school, and a special needs center.

The public health of our community should not be taken lightly and should be protected.

Thank you for your time and efforts spent on this matter.

Cali Fluhr

mailto:califluhr@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Pam Freeman
To: john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Hamilton, Rachael; Luckett, Jay P;

Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Kirchdorfer, Robert
Cc: Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: FW: Proposed concrete plant
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 10:35:36 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-
 
I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete
Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does
reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should
have been part of the original plan), but it does not change the fact that this facility
is too close to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and
an elementary school.
 
I respectfully request that Metro Planning & Design deny this request. For the
following reasons:

·  The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church
and many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the
landowner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

·  The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and
diesel exhaust

·  Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable
heavy trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or
immediate access to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling
to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are
also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached
graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

·  Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of
the plant PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic
situation.

·  Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off
from the plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

No one in the neighborhood, nor any current businesses in the area are in favor of this
plant. Why would this committee even consider allowing this plan design? It goes
against all this committee is trying to do in our communities.
 
Please do the right thing for the families living in this community, those that attend
school and mass and most importantly our most vulnerable citizens attending St.
Mary’s Center.
 
Respectfully,
Pam Freeman

mailto:PFREEMAN@oriusa.com
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From: John R. Frerman
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Peggy Frerman
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road.
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 9:52:38 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay, I and many of my neighbors are alarmed how this was rushed through the approval processes 
with no notification nor involvement by the community. It is a horrible idea in every aspect.

I won't go into the details in this writing as to what all has been wrong about this process, Aiken 
Road deficiencies AND the design, but it is all over social media and easily found. I do have pages 
and pages of information if you can't find it.

We also are against the "downsized" design recently submitted. Even this design emits incredible 
environmental damage and pits Concrete Truck against School Bus many times a day. Once built it 
could easily be exanded to full size. 

Please add me to any mailing list on this Concrete Plant.

John R. Frerman
Home (502) 244-6888
Cell    (502) 744-6888

mailto:jrfrerman@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:pkf04@yahoo.com


From: Peggy
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plant Case 22-DDP-0098 1390 Aiken Rd.
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 4:29:31 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay, many of us in Lake Forest and surrounding areas are very concerned about the quickness of this approval. We
are definitely against it and the downsized new plan.
This will affect so many areas, schools, day cares, playgrounds, St. Mary’s, assisted living, etc.
Aiken Rd. Is not equipped to carry these heavy trucks, either.

Sincerely,
Margaret Frerman

Sent from my iPad

mailto:pkf04@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Kevin Frisbie
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: kevin.r.frisbie@gmail.com; Debbie Frisbie
Subject: 6 Oct 2022 Planning Commission Hearing concerning Cement Plant at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 8:45:27 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay Luckett, AICP

Planner II

Planning & Design Services

Department of Develop Louisville

444 South Fifth Street

Louisville, KY 40202

 

Ref: Case Number 22-DDP-0098

 

Dear Mr Luckett,

 

As a homeowner in the Lake Forest subdivision, I am both troubled and perplexed by the 
authorization to build a cement plant on the property just adjacent to our neighborhood at 
13905 Aiken Road.  When we chose this neighborhood, we appreciated the location and quiet 
solitude of the area away from the noise and dirt of city living.

 

Over the past few years, we’ve seen much of the agricultural land sold off to developers which 
increased congestion on the rural two-lane roads in the area. Clearly, this region was not 
envisioned for the growth because services and infrastructure have not kept pace with the 
increased number of people settling in the area. 

 

Now, we are deeply concerned with the outlandish idea to put a cement plant right next to our 
neighborhood. The increased noise, dirt, dust and other contaminants will surely have negative 
effects on the health of our neighbors and most pointedly, the children who play outdoors.  It 

mailto:kevinrfrisbie@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:kevin.r.frisbie@gmail.com
mailto:dmfrisbie@gmail.com


makes absolutely no sense that an industry of this type would be located adjacent to a beautiful 
and established neighborhood. Normally, these sorts of industry’s are located on the outskirts 
of a town where the truck traffic, noise, dust, pollutants and other negative effects are isolated 
away from populated areas. 

 

I fully appreciate that the zoning of this area 40 years ago placed it on the outskirts of the city.  
However, all that has changed. Now the area is more densely populated with beautiful upscale 
neighborhoods. It is not the place that a city planning commission would logically approve to 
put a cement plant. The road infrastructure to and from the proposed location of the plant 
consists of two-lane roadways built at best for passenger vehicles and light trucks.  The 
tractor-trailer truck traffic to/from the location is dangerous for residents and children, 
destructive to the roads, and brings with it dust and debris from the plant site.

 

I strongly urge the planning commission to reconsider the approval of this location for a 
cement plant.  The industrial zoning set in the past is no longer consistent with the 
demographics of the area.  This particular location is not suitable for a cement plant nor 
desirable to the nearby residents who must contend with the negative health and safety 
consequences of an industry of this sort at their doorstep. 

 

It is my contention that there are more suitable industrial locations in unincorporated areas 
elsewhere and therefore the approval and construction of this facility at this location should be 
withdrawn.

 

Sincerely,                                           

 Kevin and Deborah Frisbie

Residents, Lake Forest Subdivision

1903 Golden Leaf Way

Louisville, KY 40245



From: Melissa Fuller
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 5:21:52 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I’m sure you’ve received a few of these same emails. I 100% agree with everything it states. 

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access
to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary
and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile
from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken
along with buses).

mailto:mfuller6739@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects.

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to my daughter's lungs when she is
playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

Melissa Fuller

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/YdTrCL9104h4M4wviB6W5M?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/6tAjCM8KN4uWVWklCkYcYu?domain=wfpl.org/




From: Joe Gates
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Joe Gates; Malloy Gates
Subject: Proposed Concrete Plant on Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 10:11:02 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay Luckett, AICP
Planning and Design Services 
Case Manager 
(502) 574-5159

Dear Mr. Luckett,

I attended a town hall meeting for District 19 run by Anthony Piagentini's office on Sep 20, 2022 and the
main topic was about the proposed concrete plant on Aiken Road adjacent to many homes, churches and
a large elementary school.  The allowance of this planned operation by the planning commission, simply
based on the current zoning classification is absolutely wrong and incompatible with any moral sense of
well being for the area that your commission is responsible to protect.  In addition to the noise, dust, and
pollution the plant is totally incompatible with size and structure restrictions of the road, not to mention the
safety aspect - Aiken is windy and narrow.  As a resident of this area I urge the planning board to reject
this proposed plant.

Sincere thank you for your consideration

Joe & Mary Gates
613 Oak Branch Rd
Louisville, KY 40245
(502) 544-9391
mrjoegates@gmail.com

mailto:mrjoegates@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:mrjoegates@gmail.com
mailto:mgatortots@hotmail.com
mailto:mrjoegates@gmail.com


From: malloy gates
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 1:04:24 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dangers and health hazards associated with concrete plants seem too great a risk for building one adjacent to a
residential community, a school, retirement community and a special needs facility. More and more apartment
buildings are being crammed into the surrounding areas at little further out but still close enough to be affected if an
incident occurred.  It is not just Lake Forest residents, there are many more at risk.

Emissions is not the only concern, if a fire ever breaks out concrete dust can explode.

Why does anybody think this is a good idea?  I am surprised JCPS doesn’t care about this real risk.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Sincerely,
Mary Gates
613 Oak Branch Rd

Sent from my iPad

mailto:mgatortots@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Greg Gawron Sr
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: comments & concerns - proposed concrete plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 2:24:04 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay Luckett, AICP
Planner II
Planning & Design Services
Department of Develop Louisville
444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300
Louisville, KY 4020
 
RE:

 Public Hearing before the planning Commission scheduled for Thursday afternoon, October 6th

 
Dear Commission  –
 
Concerned residents are asking the permit be denied, based on air quality concerns and risk. Reasons
include: Deterioration of connecting shared roadways, industrial grade dust, odors, associated health
and safety risks to adjacent duly zoned residential and school properties.
 
Such a plant does NOT belong in the said proximity. Suggestion: Move the proposed operation to
vacant land along nearby Avoca Rd. (assuming availability) where the zoning is likely acceptable and risk
to residents is much less.
 
G. Gawron
14805 Forest Oaks Dr.
Louisville, KY 40245-4698
 

mailto:eewiz@protonmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Cindy Gleason
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. case 22 - DDP-0098 13905 Aiken road
Date: Sunday, October 2, 2022 12:54:39 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett, 
Emergency vehicles use Aiken Road at least once a week, police, fire department and ambulances.
Imagine this, if you will:
Your spouse is experiencing a medical emergency, or you child has a severe asthma attack and is in serious condition, or your next door neighbors house is on fire and there’s nothing you can do to
help in either scenario, so of course, you call 911, then emergency vehicles have to get to you but they can’t quite get to you in a timely manner, because they can’t get down Aiken road due to
backed up concrete trucks, along with all of the other large vehicles that line up, in order to service the concrete plant. 
That’s just one of the thoughts that keep me awake at night. All due to the proposes concrete plant. 
I’m asking you, once again, to do everything in your power to deny any proposed plan from Damon Garret. 
thank you, Cindy gleason 11103 Oakhurst road

mailto:cdgleason@att.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Cindy Gleason
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. case 22 - DDP-0098 13905 Aiken road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 4:56:20 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello~  

I’m writing in regards to the concrete plant that is proposed for Aiken Road, near the Lake Forest neighborhood in East Louisville. I’ve enclosed a photo of
what a typical concrete/cement plant looks like. 

My home address is 11103 Oakhurst Road,  40245, approximately 500 feet from the location where the concrete plant is due to be built.

First, and foremost, we, the residents who live in close proximity to the proposed concrete plant, were never notified that this concrete plant was in the
planning stages, as of last year. Had we been notified, we would have been able to voice our concerns about a business of this nature being developed in our
back yards. Strangely enough, none of neighbors were notified .
We were all told that ‘you should have received notification in the mail’, yet somehow, I guess it got lost in the mail, for every single one of us.  That fact
alone is not only underhanded, it should be illegal and grounds to cancel any plans going forward.  The fact that the owner of the proposed concrete plant is a
Lake Forest resident, Damon Garrett, makes this issue even more repugnant. 

The area in question is already heavily trafficked, due to the commercial trucks that are constantly in and out of that area, doing business at “Site One” a
commercial landscaping company. The road near my house is constantly in disrepair and dangerous due to the heavy trucks, and heavy traffic. I’m sure the
addition will only make this area worse, more treacherous.  

There is an elementary school less than a mile from the proposed concrete plant. Stopher Elemetary is approximately 1/2 mile from the proposed location.  I
don’t know much about the air pollution or sound pollution or overall ill effects due to a concrete plant being nearby, but I’m sure you wouldn’t want your
children, or grand children, to go to a school in an area with air pollution that could potentially have long term effects on their health. 

For those of us who own homes very near the area, our home values will plummet. Not to mention the fact that we will no longer be able to enjoy our outdoor
patios, back yards, driveways… anything in our area will be undoubtedly covered in ash, as a fallout from the concrete plant. I’m sure we will have to hear the
noise pollution associated with this plant. We’ve been told that the owner wants to run the plant 24/7 in order to make money, which means we will suffer
24/7 from operations.  
We will suffer, our children will suffer, our pets will suffer, our entire neighborhood will suffer…. 

The residents have been told that we have no recourse because we didn’t ‘oppose the concrete plant’ from the beginning… and that was 100% out of our
hands, due to the underhanded nature of Damon Garrett,  who is responsible for this. 

We are not opposed to fighting this issue in the media with local tv stations, social  media, or anyone who will listen to us, and we will not stop fighting for
the safety of the air that we breath, until every effort is exhausted.  I will personally contact the national news outlets and make sure that this issue does not get
swept under the rug because of one powerful person who is basically throwing his neighbors under the bus, for the sake of money. 

Please help the residents of our neighborhood.

Sincerely, Cindy Gleason
11103 Oakhurst Road
Louisville, Ky 40245
731-845-4307

mailto:cdgleason@att.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Jennifer Gonzalez
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony

B.; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 10:01:19 AM
Attachments: image.png

ATT00001.txt

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of a children attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying
citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT). Stopher Elementary is less than 1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphic, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

mailto:jsimpson.slp@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
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mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
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mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us




Sincerely,

Jennifer Gonzalez 

Sent from my iPhone



* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/ 

Do the right thing and deny this application. My daughters are in second grade at Stopher. The
wonderful crossing guards do a great job and honestly risk themselves everyday at our
intersection already. I cannot imagine the increase to this risk if these concrete trucks are
included in this busy traffic. As well as the few days they are unavailable, the intersection to
and from the school will be largely impossible to traverse safely in a vehicle much less as a
child walking to school. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering if busses are going to
make it to/from school without an accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to their lungs when they are playing on the playground
at school. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ayIjCpYoBMiKE192TDChva?domain=wfpl.org


From: brad goranson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: New Cement plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:14:40 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,  I have been a Lake Forest resident for 22 years and have seen the growth in this area.  Beside
the health impact of a cement mixing plant close to our residency,  the traffic with the numerous
cement trucks on a narrow 2 lane road will make it dangerous to use Aiken road.  Please reconsider
the zoning for this property.
Sincerely,
Brad and Sue Goranson
14305 Willow Grove Circle
Phone 502-253-0964
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

mailto:bagoranson@outlook.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/JAyoCYEYrgsO9Pwzt0Kt_K?domain=go.microsoft.com


From: Sharon Gorski
To: Luckett, Jay P; Airpermits; sarah.mcintosh@jefferson.ky.schools.us; King, Matt; Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: OBJECTION - Case 22-DDP-0098
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 2:14:46 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,

I am writing to let you know of my objection to the proposed concrete mixing plant
at 13905 Aiken Road, referenced above.

Review of the East End by the Zoning Commission is long overdue.  This
unfortunate situation would not be happening if zoning had been changed 20 years
ago, when it became obvious that Louisville’s greatest population growth was
headed in that direction.

My concerns:

1.  The amount of industry in this area is and will continue to put air quality at risk
in an area with two schools, a church and many homes. What we currently know of
the effects of the chemicals that would be emitted are scary enough.  But what will
the long-term effects be? Refer to the Camp Lejeune disaster that is now affecting
the second and third generations of those initially exposed.

2.  Road safety should have been addressed long before this property was approved
to be developed by a business that will put dozens of heavy trucks on surrounding
roads not appropriate for the traffic load. North English Station from Avoca to the
continuation of Aiken Road has no shoulders and is in extremely poor condition.  It
is inadequate for the current traffic. 

Of special concern is the fact that the intersection of North English Station and
Aiken is already a nightmare and should have had traffic lights installed years ago. 
I have to believe that trucks leaving the cement plant will be turning into Lake
Forest once they are aware of how difficult it will be get onto English Station North.
This would pose dangerous risks to the neighborhood children on bikes and
skateboards, particularly during summer months.  

I hope that the “Powers that Be” listen to the concerns from all the people most
impacted by this dangerous situation and turn down the permit for this business.

mailto:s_gorski@bellsouth.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Airpermits@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:sarah.mcintosh@jefferson.ky.schools.us
mailto:Matt.King@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov


Sincerely,

Sharon Gorski
511 Lake Forest Parkway
40245

 



From: Chris Grady
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 5:00:20 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Jay,

I am writing to voice concern of the proposed mixing plant on Aiken road- it looks like they have already begun
prepping the land- this is a horrible location for this based on the projected pollution alone as well as proximity to
the neighborhood, schools, special needs center and church to name a few. Aiken road in that stretch is not built for
the myriad large vehicles that will utilize this plant daily- it is already a danger to drive. I am also concerned that
property values in this area will suffer greatly. I am also questioning that the initial approvals went ahead without
any notification to the local residents- there is a video of the “hearing” and the lead indicated he was surprised that
there were no representatives from Lake Forest in opposition to this- due to the notifications never being sent!

I would also encourage a review of such zoning- though the land has been zoned since 1982 that was prior to the
current infrastructure that is in place and this should never have been allowed to be approved in the first place.

Thank You.

Chris A. Grady
40245

mailto:chrisagrady@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Amanda Gray
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 2:25:21 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I wanted to express health and safety concerns about the concrete mixing plan.  The roads are narrow and curvy for
large concrete trucks.  It’s incredibly close to a neighborhood, church, and elementary school.  There are health
concerns with a plant of that nature so close to homes.  It doesn’t appear anyone in the homes near the plant location
were notified before it was approved so their voices were not heard.

Thank you,
Amanda

mailto:aejarley@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Max Green
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Fwd: Proposed 13905 Aiken Rd, Concrete Batch Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:18:23 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Jay,

I am forwarding the following email I submitted on August 7th to the air permit board
regarding my opposition to the proposed development of the concrete plant on Aiken Rd. 

Please contact me for further discussion or comments. 

Best regards,

Max Green
922 Lake Forest Pkwy
Louisville KY 40245

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Max Green <max.green@me.com>
Date: August 7, 2022 at 12:52:43 PM EDT
To: airpermits@louisvilleky.gov
Subject: Proposed 13905 Aiken Rd, Concrete Batch Plant

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Max Green and I reside with my family in the Lake Forest
Community which is adjacent to the proposed Concrete Batch Plant. We have
lived in the community for 12 years.

I am writing to express my explicit opposition to the building of a Concrete Batch
Plant in such proximity to Lake Forest and other adjoining residential
neighborhoods.  I am very concerned about the dust, odor, air particulate matter
and subsequent health issues stemming from the proposed facility. Please see
following link:

https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2020/08/19/houston-air-pollution-breathe-
concrete-plants-TCEQ

 Lake Forest is a residential community consisting of 1600 families. It’s zoned

mailto:max.green@me.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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residential and therefore not an ideal  location for heavy industry. Two of my
children suffer from air born diseases with air quality issues at current levels. This
plant will only exasperate their problems.

I ask that you do the right thing and deny the permit. I’m for expanding industry
and business opportunities, but not in the middle of a residential community. 

Please feel free to contact me at your earliest convenience if you would like to
discuss in greater detail. 

Thanks!

Best regards,

Max Green
922 Lake Forest Pkwy
Louisville, KY 40245
(410) 812-0920



From: Morgan Greif-Keith
To: Luckett, Jay P; Liu, Emily; Brown, Jeffrey E; Tony Kelly; Reverman, Joe; Wilcher, Michael; Mattingly, Jude A; Haberman, Joseph E; Stuber, Elizabeth W.
Subject: Fw: QUESTION- How could concrete plant proposal applications be approved if incomplete
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 9:24:53 AM
Attachments: image002.png
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CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,

Thank you for the reply.  Although we appreciate you requesting the additional information from the applicant now, we are still unclear as to how this was approved without all the information and documents, including renderings, required per the Planning Commission
application requirements. Any additional insight will be helpful. 

In addition to addressing the incomplete application, we have a question about the appeal process. The information I have found on this website, Appeals of Commission Actions (Heard by the Legislative Body), states the following regarding an appeal:

The owner(s) of the subject property or any aggrieved party may request a review by the legislative body by submitting a written letter to the appropriate legislative body stating the reason(s) why such a review is warranted. The legislative body with zoning authority over the subject site may
initiate the review on its own by resolution. The letter needs to be filed with the appropriate legislative body or resolution adopted within 30 calendar days of the date the Planning Commission made the decision that is being appealed. 

However, on March 30th, Emily replied that the deadline to appeal was March 16th, fourteen days after the decision. (Original email copied at the bottom.) We assumed based on Emily's reply we couldn't appeal so we would just like to have a better understanding of where
the 14-day rule is stated since it's 30 days per the above website. I'm sure this information is included somewhere, or I have found an incorrect source, so can you please direct us to where the 14-day rule is stated? Thank you for helping to provide clarity around the appeal
process.

Thank you,
Morgan Keith, MSBC
Lake Forest HOA Board Member and Communications Chair

From: "Luckett, Jay P" <Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov>
Date: September 23, 2022 at 8:42:05 AM EDT
To: kim@lakeforestky.com
Cc: "Liu, Emily" <emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov>, "Brown, Jeffrey E" <Jeffrey.Brown@louisvilleky.gov>, "OBrien, Jeff" <Jeff.OBrien@louisvilleky.gov>, "Morgan Keith, Board Member" <morgan.keith@lakeforestky.com>, "Sushil Gupta, Board Member"
<Sushil.gupta@lakeforestky.com>
Subject: RE: QUESTION- How could concrete plant proposal applications be approved if incomplete

 

Kim,

 

As far as building elevations go, there was nothing in the Land Development Code to review with respect to any of these elevations. Per LDC 5.6.1.B, elevations within suburban form districts are only regulated when they abut residential zoning districts or
public streets. As such I did not request any additional elevations of the silos, storage bins or other accessory structures on site. The only applicable setback for this site is a 25’ front yard building setback from the access easement, which is shown on the plan
at the entrance. I will ask the applicant to provide any further information or images available of the style of these structures.

 

As to the specifics of the berm and the material of the entry drive and surface areas I will reach out to the applicant for some clarification. We may be able to propose some additional binding elements concerning the minimum dimensions and plantings within
the berm, as well as drive surfaces.

 

Regards,

 

Jay Luckett, AICP

Planner II

Planning & Design Services

Department of Develop Louisville

LOUISVILLE FORWARD

444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300

Louisville, KY 40202

502-574-5159

 

Sign up to receive email notification of development proposals in your Metro Council District

 

 

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design

 

From: kim@lakeforestky.com <kim@lakeforestky.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2022 4:40 PM
To: Luckett, Jay P <Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov>
Cc: Liu, Emily <emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov>; Brown, Jeffrey E <Jeffrey.Brown@louisvilleky.gov>; OBrien, Jeff <Jeff.OBrien@louisvilleky.gov>; Morgan Keith, Board Member <morgan.keith@lakeforestky.com>; Sushil Gupta, Board Member
<Sushil.gupta@lakeforestky.com>
Subject: QUESTION- How could concrete plant proposal applications be approved if incomplete
Importance: High

 

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

 

Jay,

 

Question – we are curious on how the original concrete plant could be approved and the revised plan be ready for a hearing when they are incomplete?  Please see the red mark-ups shown on the attached revised plan highlighting the missing information that
is required per the District Development Plan Application (copy attached).

 

 

Kim Brice

General Manager

Appeals of Commission Actions (Heard by the
Legislative Body)
Applicability: Planning Commission approval or denial of any plan
certain development plan or amendment to any p...

mailto:mgreifkeith@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Jeffrey.Brown@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:tony.kelly@louisvillemsd.org
mailto:Joe.Reverman@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Michael.Wilcher@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Jude.Mattingly@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Joseph.Haberman@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Elizabeth.Stuber@louisvilleky.gov
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dschultz

Callout

This entire 24' needs to be called out as concrete.  There is a 24' dimension at the Aiken entry but it does not specify that the whole road will be concrete.



dschultz

Callout

A 6' ht berm WILL fit in this 40' +/- dimension.  Assume max of 3:1 slope.



dschultz

Callout

A 6' ht berm WILL NOT fit in this 28'+/- dimension.  Assume max of 3:1 slope.



dschultz

Callout

Berm will need to be planted with mature plantings.  A mix of deciduous trees and evergreen trees should be utilized.  Trees should be installed with a minimum height of 15'. Trees should be triangulated on the berm to provide a contiguous screen.  A row of trees at 30'  on center at 1 3/4" caliper size will do nothing to stop dust and/or provide screening (per previous condition of approval #7.  A hardy evergreen hedge should be placed on the top of the berm.  This hedge should be able to grow to 10'+.  This entire area around the concrete silos/plant should be considered vehicular use area as trucks will be driving around this entrie area.



dschultz

Callout

Berm will need to be planted with mature plantings.  A mix of deciduous trees and evergreen trees should be utilized.  Trees should be installed with a minimum height of 15'. Trees should be triangulated on the berm to provide a contiguous screen.  A row of trees at 30'  on center at 1 3/4" caliper size will do nothing to stop dust and/or provide screening.  A hardy evergreen hedge should be placed on the top of the berm.  Schipka Laurel would be a good option.  This entire lot is vehicular use area.



dschultz

Callout

What is this material? Is it concrete, asphalt or gravel? Why is not labled?



dschultz

Callout

No renderings were submitted with any of the  submittals.  A  picture of a warehouse located at 1103 Spencer Hollow Way was submitted.  The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.



dschultz

Callout

No renderings were submitted with the revised plan to show what this building is. The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.



dschultz

Callout

No renderings or elevations  were submitted for the actual concrete plant structures and silos.  These are major structures on the site and should require elevations as well. The District Development Plan application requires "One set of renderings of the buildings proposed for the site. The rendering must contain ALL sides of buildilng.
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dschultz

Text Box

Overall, there is a complete lack of dimensions shown on this plan.  There are no dimensions shown for buildings, fuel station, aggregate storage bins, or truck wash out from any property lines.  The DDP application requires Building Setbacks with Dimensions as well as typical dimensions of parking spaces and aisles.There are no renderings showing the views for all sides of the buildings, nor any elevations showing the silos and actual concrete mixing plant.The berm proposed on the east of entry drive is not wide enough as shown to even be 6' height assuming a 3:1 max slope.The entry drive has no indication that it will be a solid paved roadway.  It shows a 24' dimension but no callout to paving type other than the screened back survey below that shows gravel on both sides of the narrow concrete strip.  If this road remains gravel it will be a major source of dust contribution.



dschultz

Callout

Providing a wheel wash system at this location would help to reduce dust and keep contaminents on the subject property. This can be accomplished by a simple 6-8' wide water filled trough that tires have a full rotation through upon exiting the yard.



dschultz

Callout

How tall are these storage areas.  They should likely require elevations to be submitted as well.



dschultz

Callout

Over 60% of this site is shown as areas for vehicular use, yet only 90,000 sf is listed.  
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Polygon



dschultz

Callout

This entire area in purplse should be considered vehicular use area, yet only 90,000 sf is listed.  










[image: ]District Development Plan Application

Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services



Case No.: __________________ 	Intake Staff: ___________________

Date: ______________________ 	Fee: ____________



Applications are due on Mondays at 2:00 p.m. in order to be processed that week. Once complete, please bring the application and supporting documentation to: Planning and Design Services, located at 444 South 5th Street, Suite 300. For more information, call (502) 574-6230 or visit http://www.louisvilleky.gov/PlanningDesign.



Project Information:

		Application Type:

		☐   Detailed District Development Plan

		☐   Revised District Development Plan

		☐   General District Development Plan



		Project Description (e.g., retail center and office development, etc.):

		                                                                                                              

		Project Name:

		                                                                                                                       

		Primary Project Address:

		                                                                                                                       

		Additional Address(es):

		                                                                                                                       

		Primary Parcel ID:

		                                                                                                                       

		Additional Parcel ID(s):

		                                                                                                                       

		# of Residential Units: 

		                                		  Commercial Square Footage:

		                                





		Proposed Use:

		                                          		   Existing Use:

		                                          

		Existing Zoning District:

		                                          		   Existing Form District:

		                                          

		Deed Book(s) / Page Numbers2:

		                                                                                                          

		The subject property contains

		          		acres.

		Number of Adjoining Property Owners: (APOs)

		          







Has the property been the subject of a previous development proposal (e.g., rezoning, variance, appeal, conditional use permit, minor plat, etc.)? This information can be found in the Land Development Report (Related Cases)1   	 ☐   Yes      ☐   No

If yes, please list the docket/case numbers:



		Docket/Case #:

		                                                         		Docket/Case #:

		                                                         

		Docket/Case #:

		                                                         		Docket/Case #:

		                                                         





Contact Information:







District Development Plan Application – Planning & Design Services                                                          Page 2 of 5

		Owner:

		☐   Check if primary contact

		  Applicant:

		☐   Check if primary contact



		Name:

		                                                             		  Name:

		                                                             

		Company:

		                                                       		  Company:

		                                                       

		Address:

		                                                                   		  Address:

		                                                                   

		City:

		                         		State:

		   		Zip:

		       		  City:

		                         		State:

		   		Zip:

		       

		Primary Phone:

		                                                    		  Primary Phone:

		                                                    

		Alternate Phone:

		                                                    		  Alternate Phone:

		                                                    

		Email:

		                                                                         		  Email:

		                                                                         

		Owner Signature (required):

		

		









		Attorney:

		☐   Check if primary contact

		  Plan prepared by:

		☐   Check if primary contact



		Name:

		                                                             		  Name:

		                                                             

		Company:

		                                                       		  Company:

		                                                       

		Address:

		                                                                   		  Address:

		                                                                   

		City:

		                         		State:

		     		Zip:

		       		  City:

		                         		State:

		   		Zip:

		       

		Primary Phone:

		                                                    		  Primary Phone:

		                                                    

		Alternate Phone:

		                                                    		  Alternate Phone:

		                                                    

		Email:

		                                                                         		  Email:
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Certification Statement: A certification statement must be submitted with any application in which the owner(s) of the subject property is (are) a limited liability company, corporation, partnership, association, trustee, etc., or if someone other than the owner(s) of record sign(s) the application.

		I, 

		                                                              		, in my capacity as

		                                                    		, hereby



		

		representative/authorized agent/other



		certify that

		                                                                                      		is (are) the owner(s) of the property which



		

		name of LLC / corporation / partnership / association / etc.

		

		



		is the subject of this application and that I am authorized to sign this application on behalf of the owner(s).







Signature: _______________________________________________   Date: ___________________



I understand that knowingly providing false information on this application may result in any action taken hereon being declared null and void. I further understand that pursuant to KRS 523.010, et seq. knowingly making a material false statement, or otherwise providing false information with the intent to mislead a public servant in the performance of his/her duty is punishable as a Class B misdemeanor.


District Development Plan Justification: 

In order to justify approval of any district development plan, the Planning Commission considers the following criteria. Please answer all of the following items. Use additional sheets if needed. A response of yes, no, or N/A is not acceptable.



1. Are there any natural resources on the property, including trees and other living vegetation, steep slopes, water courses, flood plains, soils, air quality, scenic views, and historic sites? And are these natural resources being preserved?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





2. Is safe and efficient vehicular and pedestrian transportation provided both within the development and the community?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





3. Is sufficient open space (scenic and recreational) to meet the needs of the proposed development being provided?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





4. Are provisions for adequate drainage facilities provided on the subject site in order to prevent drainage problems from occurring on the subject site or within the community?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





5. Is the overall site design (location of buildings, parking lots, screening, landscaping) and land use or uses compatible with the existing and projected future development of the area?

		                                                                                                                                                                 





6. Is the proposal in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Code?

		                                                                                                                                                                 




Please submit the completed application along with the following items:



Project application and description

	☐  	Land Development Report1

	☐  	A copy of the current recorded deed2 (must show “End of Document” stamp on last page)

☐     Letter of explanation for the proposed development


Site plan (please refer to the site plan requirements on page 4)

☐  	Twelve copies of the site plan, 24” x 36” or other appropriate size to legibly convey the site plan requirements. All plans should be folded no larger than 9” x 9” with the bottom right corner as the front.

☐  	One set of renderings of the building(s) proposed for the site. The rendering must contain views of ALL sides of the building(s).

Mailing labels to notify Adjoining Property Owners (APOs)3

For applications that are not staff approvable:

[bookmark: _Hlk4747458]☐   	Notice of filing of this application is required to be mailed to all 1st tier APOs and individuals who provided oral or written testimony in support or opposition of a previous rezoning of the site within 17 days of the filing deadline day.  A copy of the notice should be provided to Planning & Design Services as soon as possible to be emailed to the Council District notification list.  Complete both notice templates at the end of this application.

☐   	One set of mailing label sheets of 1st tier APOs, those listed on the application and individuals who provided oral or written testimony in support or opposition of a previous rezoning of the site.  These labels are to be used for the public meeting notice.

☐   	One copy of the APO mailing label sheets

Fee (Cash, charge or check made payable to Planning & Design Services)

☐   	Application Fee:	$375 (Staff Level)

					$600 (Committee Level)

	Clerk’s Fee:	$60

	(If two or more applications are submitted simultaneously for the same site, only one Clerk’s Fee is required.)








Resources:

1. Land Development Reports can be obtained online by entering the site address at: https://www.lojic.org/lojic-online



2. Deeds and plats can be found at the Jefferson County Clerk’s Office, located at the 2nd floor of Metro Hall (527 West Jefferson Street, telephone: 502-574-6220). Many deeds, plats and other records are available online at: https://search.jeffersondeeds.com 



3. Adjoining property ownership information can be found at the Property Valuation Administrator (PVA) office at 531 Court Place, Suite 504 or via their website:  https://jeffersonpva.ky.gov/property-search









Site Plan Requirements:

Plans must be drawn to engineer’s scale

Description 

☐  Owner’s name and address

☐  Developer’s name and address

☐  Engineer’s name and address 

☐  Site Address

☐  Tax block and lot number

☐  Zoning of property

☐  Zoning of adjacent properties

☐  Existing Use

☐  Proposed Use

☐  Plan date

☐  Revision date



Map Elements

☐  North Arrow

☐  Vicinity Map

☐  Legend

☐  Plan Scale



Site Information & Labels

☐  Street names

☐  Property lines with dimensions (new lots shall show bearings)

☐  Location, ownership, deed book & page of all adjacent property owners

☐  Form District boundaries and transition zones shown if required by regulations






Project Plan

☐  Right of way / sidewalks (with widths shown)

☐  Existing and/or proposed structures shown and identified

☐  Gross building footprint area

☐  Gross floor area of buildings

☐  Net and gross acreage of site

☐  Height of structures

☐  Off-street loading areas if applicable

☐  Accessory structures shown with required screening if applicable

☐  ILA/VUA calculations (may be shown on tree canopy plan) if applicable

☐  Landscape buffer areas in accordance with Chapter 10 of the LDC

☐  Parking calculations (minimums and maximums)

☐  Required building setbacks with dimensions

☐  Net and gross density, and number of dwelling units

☐  Typical dimensions of parking spaces and aisles




MSD Requirements (All items shall be checked as included or marked N/A)

☐  Existing MSD Easements

☐  Proposed MSD Easements

☐  MSD Standard EPSC notes

☐  SUB/WM number

☐  Landscape Buffer Areas/WPAs

☐  Downstream Facilities Capacity Request

☐  Existing Storm & Sanitary Sewer Systems

☐  Topography of Site + Minimum 50’ beyond property lines

☐  Concept Drainage (i.e. proposed storm pipes, ditches, swales, and drainage flow arrows)

☐  Detention Basin Location, with outlet identified & MSD easement shown for basin

☐  Concept Sanitary Sewers (i.e. lateral extension or location of property service connection) & identification of outlet system

☐  Name of sewage treatment plant serving site

☐  Preliminary detention calculation (x=CRA/12) including basin surface area, depth, volume required and volume provided

☐  Limits of FEMA and/or Local Regulatory Floodplains, if applicable

☐  Approximate increase or reduction in impervious area, in square feet






[bookmark: _Hlk4747952]NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FILED

WITH PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICES



A(n) _________________________________________________(application type) application to ____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________(brief description of case) was filed with the department of Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services on ________________(Date).



ADDRESS: ________________________________________

CASE #: __________________________________________

PDS CASE MANAGER: __________________________

COUNCIL DISTRICT: __________



To view documents related to this proposal, please visit:

http://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design and click on Search Case Information



If this application requires a public meeting, another notice will be sent notifying you of the date, time and location of the meeting.



If you have questions about this proposal, or would like to view the case file, please contact Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services at:



Metro Development Center

444 S. 5th Street, 3rd Floor

Louisville, KY 40202

(502) 574-6230




NOTICE OF DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FILED

WITH PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICES



A(n) _________________________________________________(application type) application to ____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________(brief description of case) was filed with the department of Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services on ________________(Date).



ADDRESS: ________________________________________

CASE #: __________________________________________

PDS CASE MANAGER: __________________________

COUNCIL DISTRICT: __________



To view documents related to this proposal, please visit:

http://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design and click on Search Case Information



If this application requires a public meeting, another notice will be sent notifying you of the date, time and location of the meeting.



If you have questions about this proposal, or would like to view the case file, please contact Louisville Metro Planning & Design Services at:



Metro Development Center

444 S. 5th Street, 3rd Floor

Louisville, KY 40202

(502) 574-6230
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Lake Forest® Community Association

A Deed Restricted Community

511 Woodlake Drive

Louisville, KY   40245

(502) 245-5253

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Liu, Emily <emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 5:36 PM
To: Piagentini, Anthony B. <Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov>
Cc: Brown, Jeffrey E <Jeffrey.Brown@louisvilleky.gov>; OBrien, Jeff <Jeff.OBrien@louisvilleky.gov>; Smith, Chanelle
Emily <Chanelle.Smith@louisvilleky.gov>; Luckett, Jay P <Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov>
Subject: RE: 21-DDP-0116 at 13905 Aiken Rd concrete plant
 
Councilman Piagentini, I went back and checked on this case.  The list of mailing notices includes all required tier
one property owners and those who spoke at the initial rezoning case.  The affidavit of notification is included in the
file and we have not received any returned mails.  Our office has also sent notification via GovDelivery to interested
parties registered for email notification.
 

The case was heard and approved by the Development Review Committee (DRC) on March 2nd, 2022.  The deadline

for appeal to the Planning Commission was March 16th, 2022.  I don’t think this case can be restarted based on the
information we have in the file.
 
             
Thanks
Emily
 
Yu “Emily” Liu
Director
Louisville Metro Planning and Design Services
Develop Louisville, Louisville Forward

444 S. 5th Street, 3rd Floor
Louisville, KY 40202
502.574.6678
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design
 
Sign up for development notifications in your area at:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/new
 
 

From: Piagentini, Anthony B. <Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 30, 2022 1:02 PM
To: Liu, Emily <emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov>
Cc: Brown, Jeffrey E <Jeffrey.Brown@louisvilleky.gov>; OBrien, Jeff <Jeff.OBrien@louisvilleky.gov>; Smith, Chanelle
Emily <Chanelle.Smith@louisvilleky.gov>
Subject: 21-DDP-0116 at 13905 Aiken Rd concrete plant
 
Director Liu,
 
There is evidence being collected that would indicate the residents most directly impacted by this proposed
concrete plant did not receive the proper notification via mail so they could have their voices heard at the
appropriate public meeting.  In most cases, the residents were not aware until after the appeal period. 
 
I would like to request we reopen this case and allow for that public meeting to be redone before construction
begins so the most affected residents will have the opportunity to speak and their concerns considered on the final
decision.  Emails from the affected residents are being collected now.  Can you let me know the process or what
else we need to do to get this restarted before it is too late?

Thank you!
AP  
 
 

Anthony Piagentini | Metro Councilman
Louisville Metro Council District 19
601 W. Jefferson Street | Louisville, KY 40202
p: (502) 574-1119 f: (502) 574-4501

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bdldCXDXq4I0W3z1f6kbH8?domain=louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/DP1lCYEYrgsOwP4QsGyYMB?domain=public.govdelivery.com


From: Scott Griggs
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 9:11:39 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett:

 

I am writing to express my concerns about the approval of plans to build a
concrete mixing plant on an undeveloped piece of land at 13905 Aiken Road.  I
am concerned about the ability of heavy truck traffic to get into and out of the
proposed mixing plant safely on the existing roads that serve this location. 
Specifically, I think the heavy truck traffic that will supply both the incoming raw
materials and the outgoing mixed concrete will pose a public safety hazard on
Aiken Road, whether westbound toward North English Station, or eastbound
toward Bush Farm Road.  Aiken is narrow and not suited for the weight and axle
loadings of the type of trucks used to transport ready mixed concrete.  Such trucks
are generally restricted from using the Interstates due to the very high loadings
they impose on pavement and bridge structures and the resultant damage, yet
Jefferson County Metro Government has approved a land use plan that would lead
to this type of damaging traffic on a narrow, lightly constructed road with a very
steep grade in the westbound direction, and which passes an elementary school in
the eastbound direction.  If the proposed concrete mixing plant is built, it is not
unreasonable to foresee this type of dangerous truck traffic running up and down
the steep grade and past Stopher Elementary School at all hours and in all weather
conditions (including when school buses and parents are dropping off and picking
up children).  It would be prudent for Jefferson County Metro Government to
conduct a traffic study to assess the impact of the added incoming raw material
and outgoing mixed concrete trucks on the traffic patterns into and out of the
Aiken Road location, as they would certainly worsen the already severe
congestion on North English Station and Bush Farm Road.  Has Metro
Government looked at the impact of this added heavy truck traffic when the
proposed plant is running at full capacity?  It seems that these important public
safety questions should be looked at before this project is green-lighted.

 

I appreciate your consideration.

 

Sincerely,

mailto:scottrgriggs@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


 

Scott Griggs

1212 Winterbranch Way

Louisville, KY  40245

sgriggs@umich.edu

(502) 974-4235

 



From: Sushil Gupta
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, October 3, 2022 9:54:48 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr Luckett,

I am writing to you to say that the proposed Concrete plant request at 13905 Aiken Rd should
be rejected. My rational is given below:

This land was zoned industrial some 40 years back when there was only a scattering of single
family homes on both sides of Aiken Rd. This condition has now totally changed and actually
reversed. Now there is a thriving residential neighborhood consisting of over 1800 homes.
Industrial use is only on the west side of I-265 and not to be seen from this neighborhood.

In response to a resident complaint just two weeks back, the planning staff wrote "if this were
a new zoning change proposal to add industrial zoned land adjacent to residential properties
and schools, Planning and Design would likely raise many of the same concerns that residents
have expressed about the proposal". This at least does establish that this industrial zoning of
this land, next to residential use, in current conditions is a wrong zoning. Knowing that this
zoning is wrong, the approval of a concrete plant on this site is not justified.

I think the 2020 and 2040 Comprehensive Plans have failed to recognize these changes in this
area in the last 40 years. There is now a thriving residential community of more than 7,000
people that live in Lake Forest and the land next to it is still zoned heavy industrial. Basic
planning principles would not recommend these two land uses next to each other because they
are not compatible or complimentary. Under chapter 4.6 - Housing, Policy 9 states
"Discourage new residential development near or within heavy industrial areas". If that is what
the Plan recommends, then the reverse of this also has to be true and that is heavy industrial
development should not occur near thriving residential areas.

When this land was zoned M-3 from R-4 zoning, the Planning Commission wrote to the
applicant on 1/17/1984 that the Plan Certain regulation does mean that "the key and critical
elements of development proposals which are calculated to win the support of the Planning
Commission, Fiscal Court, and the Public at Large can be stipulated as legally binding
elements of the development which must be followed".  The applicant had repeatedly stated
that the tunnel under the I-265 would be the only way to access Old Henry and that no access
from Aiken Rd would be required. Th eapplicant also promised a buffering of 50 feet to 370
feet from adjoining properties

Additionally, in the report of justification dated 9/24/1982, the Planning Commission staff
wrote "further this specific proposal internalizes all traffic on the site by use of a tunnel
connecting the existing operation west of Jefferson Freeway right of way with this expansion
east of the right of way. By so doing , the proposed use will cause absolutely no traffic
increase of its own on the public roadways". This staff report also refers to policy I-5 of the

mailto:shilgupta@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Comprehensive Plan. Policy I-5 states"Relate industrial development to the capacity of
transportation facilities by: B) locating industrial uses with less than 100 employees on or near
the arterial street".

Last I checked, Aiken Road is not an arterial street. It is a narrow winding one lane road in
each direction with no shoulders and it carries a lot of residential, school and other local
traffic. And yet, the applicant is requesting access to the Concrete plant from this narrow,
winding Aiken Road with a turn in both directions.

In conclusion, knowing the impact this concrete plant would have on a predominantly
residential area in terms of health, safety, traffic and incompatibility of uses, this application
must be rejected.

Sushil Gupta
(A resident of Lake Forest)



From: Chet G
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 11:15:41 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Jay,

My family lives at 1306 Isleworth Drive near this site. Our dream is crashing down because of
this project. We are concerned about our health, properties, etc. We are having
emotional stress every day. There are hundreds of reasons why we don't want this plant here.
We hope our voice will be heard. 

regards,

-- 
chet gurung

mailto:chetgurung@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Laura Haara
To: Luckett, Jay
Cc: Piagentini, Anthony
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, October 6, 2022 10:28:10 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I would like to add my voice to the huge outcry of objections against the proposed concrete plant on
Aiken Road.  This is a completely inappropriate development in a highly residential area.  We are
extremely concerned about the effects on the health, safety, and welfare of local residents,
members of the church directly across the street, the students at nearby Stopher Elementary, and
participants at the St. Mary’s Center adjacent to the proposed concrete plant.  The increase in heavy
truck traffic on narrow Aiken Road that has no shoulders (and is a major access road for school buses
going to and from the depot and Stopher) is a tragic accident waiting to happen.  This proposed
concrete plant will create noise pollution and light pollution for nearby residents.  I suspect in the
early morning hours, residents and their children will be woken up by the roar and back-up beeping
of concrete trucks loading, the motors of machinery operating, and the shining of lights at the
facility.  The health of effects of dust pollution from concrete plants is widely documented.  I am sure
you have been already been sent numerous articles from across the country that universally
conclude that concrete plants should NOT be close to residential areas.   The idea that the health of
nearby residents will be protected by the self-monitoring and self-reporting of pollution by the
people creating the pollution is a complete farce. 
 
I understand that this area has been zoned industrial for many years but the character and
development of the surrounding area has consistently been residential.  The Frank Otte nursery
facility was in keeping with that development.  This proposed plant to a HUGE deviation from the
development of the area.  And I understand that even when zoning changes were made for the
expansion of the quarry decades ago, safeguards were added to protect the residents of the area
back then and recognitions were made of the residential character of the area.  And that was before
Lake Forest even existed.  The residential character of the area is 100 times more significant now. 
We need your protection now more than ever.
 
I feel like the applicant is trying to force a square peg into a round hole here.  This is simply NOT the
right location for a concrete plant.  Please listen to your citizens and constituents that are counting
on you to do the right thing and deny the applications.
 
Please share this email and ALL emails you have received with the full Planning Commission.
 
Sincerely, Laura Haara
1105 Hidden Hill Court
Louisville, KY 40245
 

mailto:thehaaras@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov


 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/JPR3COYXL4i4zGoPIEF1Ah?domain=go.microsoft.com


From: louishagan56@netzero.net
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 13905 Aiken Road, Concrete Batch Plant
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 3:30:27 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

        I am sending this e-mail to express my concerns on the above Concrete Batch Plant proposal to
be built at 13905 Aiken Road. The following are my concerns.
      
     1.The air pollution from the operation of this facility will be detrimental to the health conditions to more than
1700 residents in the Lake Forest Community, Stopher Elementary students, St. Mary’ Center and the surrounding
residential developments.

     2. This operation will create a HUGH NUISANCE AND A SAFETY CONCERN in the operation of commercial
vehicles on Aiken Road with Lake Forest having two entrances. One directly across from Stopher Elementary
School. The traffic volume on Aiken Road is horrendous and dangerous during the week particularly at the
intersections at Old English Station Road and Bush Farm Road. Both intersections are not controlled by traffic
lights.  
                     
      3.Dust particles could be damaging to our homes and automobiles. We currently put up with vibration from the
rock quarry nearby everyday during the week. That in itself is enough. 

       4. The current condition of Aiken Road is horrible due to current large truck usage. I can’t imagine
how bad it will be with numerous loaded concrete trucks using it each day. I will say again the traffic will
be a nightmare.
    
        5. Are there any odors from the operation of this facility?

     On a more serious note, I am very disappointed that the agency that approved the operation of this facility neither
posted are gave notice of their meeting that was held since I live within 1/4 mile of this location. Typical
government bureaucracy. Tax dollars not well spent.!!

   

mailto:louishagan56@netzero.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Phyllis Hagan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed concrete plant
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 3:07:57 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe


I live in Lake Forest on Clear Meadow Court about a quarter mile from the proposed concrete plant. We have lived
here 22 years. I am concerned about the environmental issues… dust, ( I have a lot of allergies) traffic on Aiken Rd
(either way is horrendous now) safety for the children, physical, mental and social well-being … our quality of life. 
We want to live in a community that improves the quality of life while being harmonious with natural environment.

Thank you for your consideration,
Phyllis Hagan
Sent from my iPad

mailto:phyllishagan120@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Lauren Hall
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete-mixing plant case 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 9:15:35 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Mr Luckett,

I am a resident of Lake Forest, and my oldest of 3 children is in 1st grade at Stopher
elementary. In a few short years, all 3 of my children will be at Stopher Elementary School.

 I am very opposed to a concrete-mixing plant being in such a dangerously-close proximity to
my house and my children’s school, for many reasons. Increased large construction vehicles
driving on winding narrow roads on Aiken is one reason. But mainly, I think that my children
and every single child at Stopher Elementary, and all surrounding residential houses, deserve
to breathe clean air. In fact, it is stated in the CHASE guidelines under H-healthy,  that quality
of air must be considered for each neighborhood in the city. This plant will most certainly
produce dangerous levels of toxins in the air that can cause detrimental effects to one’s health.
My son has a diagnosis of reactive airways, which means his young 2 year-old lungs constrict
in reaction to irritants. He has to do breathing treatments with steroid medication in order to
treat this, and sometimes even hospitalization. I am concerned such irritants from the concrete
mixing plant may cause my son breathing difficulties. 

Please consider the negative impact on the health of all of the children that live nearby or
attend school right next to the location where the plant is to be built. We need to protect them.
Not harm them. 

Thank you,
Lauren Hall

mailto:lesmith26@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: J.P. Hamm
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Lake Forest Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 2:02:14 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

The simple fact is that this zoning is antiquated for the area that has grown around it. 
A large family neighborhood, two schools, a church and more now exist.  Despite what
the owner represented, Aiken is already too narrow for the increasing traffic from all
the development the Board has already allowed.  Concrete trucks, in the midst of
school traffic and the back up already occurring on either end of Aiken, will pose a
significant danger.  His representation about just needing a turn lane is
disingenuous at best.
A concrete factory, with its dust, pollution, and increased traffic, is simply not a good
mix for land use in this area.  The owner is saying he has the zoning on his property
but that is not good land use for what has grown around it, especially for a factory. 
Families are concerned about the traffic and the effect on health.  And the fact that the
owner was either negligent or deceitful, the lack of notice does not prove him to be a
trustworthy neighbor operating that factory.  The board member recognized that fact
during the first hearing when he said he was surprised no one from Lake Forest was in
attendance.  
The property should be used for something compatible with what has grown around it
during the past 50 or so years of no use since it had the zoning for such industrial use. 
Please do not allow this development to destroy the area and cause further danger to
those using Aiken Road. 
John P. Hamm
1311 Isleworth Drive
Louisville, Kentucky 40245
502-554-4414

mailto:jphamm70@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Scott Haner
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant near Lake Forest
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 3:35:18 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr Luckett -

I would like to express my concern over the proposed Concrete Plant near the Lake Forest subdivision. After
reading the summary prepared by the Lake Forest community association, it appears the proposed Concrete plant
violates many of the guidelines established in the 1980’s.  And, given that the surrounding neighborhood has
significantly changed in the years post the original zoning adjustment - the proposed development will most likely
result in a significant degradation of air quality for a significant number of single family homes, a primary School,
and a Center for disabled adults.

As such, I would recommend that the zoning request for the concrete plant  be denied.

Respectfully submitted,
Scott Haner
1604 Wood Thrush Trace
Louisville, KY 40245

Srhaner57@gmail.com
502-262-8282 cell

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:srhaner57@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Yahoo!
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 9:53:54 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett, 

I am writing this letter to express my concerns about the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant to be
located 13905 Aiken Road. We moved our family to Louisville in February 2022 to the Lake
Forrest neighborhood because of it reputation for value, proximity to my work, quality of
life and the nearby conveniences. However, had I realized a concrete plant was being proposed
we would have looked elsewhere. 

As a cancer survivor, I have concerns that airborne pollutants will rob me of cleaner air that is
vital to my quality of life. Due to my cancer treatments, other health issues have arisen that
also require monitoring and exercise. Just the thought of walking around the Lake
Forrest neighborhood will cause me to wonder if the air pollution from the proposed plant will
impact my health. 

To be sure, I want to live in a thriving city like Louisville. I am for business development and
ways to enhance the community. We need concrete mixing plants. But to locate the plant near
a church, school, large neighborhood and then add large concrete trucks on a narrow road
just doesn't seem to be in the best interest of the citizenry. In fact, this proposed plant
seems dangerous to me. 

As Metro Louisville Development Case Manager, I sincerely appreciate you taking the time to
consider my request. I suggest another location would be more suited for this type of
enterprise. I acknowledge the owner has a right to propose such a business. But it is
the Louisville Metro Government that has the obligation to objectively consider what is in
the best interest of the citizens. 

This case will impact thousands of lives in a negative way. From media reports, there have
been very few people that support such a development on Aiken Road. Please consider the
airborne pollution that will lead to health issues, the decrease in the quality of life and the
noise/danger these trucks from the concrete plant would have as you make this critical
decision. 

Thank you for pubic service and response to this case. 

French B. Harmon, Ph.D.
1204 Winding Creek Place
Louisville, Kentucky 40245

mailto:fbharmon@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/kzw2CR6Kk9sB8vjJi9EMwc?domain=overview.mail.yahoo.com


From: WILLIAM D HAYES
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 1:38:57 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr Luckett,

I and my wife are residents in Lake Forest Subdivision having moved here in November of 2015.

We are contacting you in regards to this proposed Concrete Plant that is currently being constructed
adjacent to our Subdivision.  We, along with all the other residents of Lake Forest were not given the
chance to speak in opposition to this plan because we weren't even aware of the proposal.  

For all different reasons starting with Health ( Air pollution ), Traffic and various other issues that need to
be heard and addressed we oppose this plan and request a legal hearing be granted the residents in the
area surrounding this proposal.

William D. Hayes
15013 Forest Oaks Drive
Louisville, Ky
40245-6506
502-500-0780

mailto:nr1shortgame@bellsouth.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Tina Hembree
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Case # 22-DDP-0098
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:58:28 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

The major concerns I have about the new concrete plan are the following:

*Negative impact of blasting and dust on the community and health of the residents
*Negative impact of large trucks on the roads

Thank you, 

Tina Hembree
400 N Beckley Station Road
Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:tinam.hembree@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Martin Hendrix
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 29, 2022 5:30:15 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I oppose the location of the concrete plant. 

Concrete plants are dusty and cause breathing related issues, illnesses and diseases for nearby
residents.  Even if the plant is in compliance with the air quality measuring equipment at
Canon's lane, the actual air quality near the plant will contain many more particulates.

Large truck traffic will increase and with it the risk of accidents on the narrow Aiken road. 
This increased traffic will also add to the already high traffic load on the nearby roads and the
weight of the trucks will break the roads down faster resulting in rough driving for nearby
residents.

There is a nearby school that the trucks and dust will cause increased safety risks for students
going to and from school and the line of cars that pickup and drop off students.  

This heavy traffic will significantly increase noise levels all along Aiken and surrounding
roadways.

Recently, property tax rates increased.  This plant will devalue our neighborhood and decrease
property tax revenue for the city.

Based on my understanding, this property was zoned for heavy industrial use in the early 80's. 
Since that time, which is about 40 years, the surrounding area has been heavily developed as
residential.  This needs to be weighed greatly in the decision to allow the heavy industrial
zoning to stand.  If someone requested a nearby property be rezoned as heavy industrial today,
I am confident that it would be denied.

Please deny any and all permits for this plant.

Thanks,

Martin Hendrix
812-538-3019
15316 Champion Lakes Pl
Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:mhendrixphone@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: DeWayne Henshaw
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony

B.; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 8:22:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access
to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary
and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile
from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken
along with buses).

mailto:dhench66@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
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mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
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mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us


Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects.

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and PLEASE deny this application!

 Our family which includes a 6 yr old, 21 month & 9 month old grand babies just recently
purchased this home. We moved here to give our grandchildren, which we are now raising, a
chance at great & safe life! Had we'd known this plant was in the works, we probably wouldn't
have purchased it being this close to this plant. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering
what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT.
THING.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/YgbVCNkKX4fXnZ02Tm83a0?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/lZpXCOYXL4i4PNp6HvtSdw?domain=wfpl.org/


Sincerely,

DeWayne Henshaw 
14513 Clear Meadow Ct. 



From: Don Herbert
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 10:37:14 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

My name is Don Herbert. Our family has had residency in Lake Forest since 1985. We have built 4 homes over that
37 year span. It is obvious we thoroughly enjoy the community. But much has changed over that time, and we now
feel the environment has changed so dramatically we have to collectively put a stop to the unsettling notice of
planned development directly across the narrow Aiken Road. We find this Concrete Mixing Plan to be unsavory at
best, and request it be rejected immediately.
If the case is approved, it has so many "pick-your-poison" issues attached, it would be a significant setback for our
community. Safety, health, lowered property values, and deep concern of what might follow with future
development are all areas of significance to Lake Forest and surrounding residential area. Please vote no to
development of this concrete mixing operation.

mailto:misterwizard_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Margaret Hetrick
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2022 11:12:31 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Just adding yet another “vote” against the concrete plant build… how shameful for those involved in the manner in
which this plan was carried out…. Their names should be widely disclosed to all!

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:margehet@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Jackie Hieatt
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Piagentini, Anthony B.;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 7:56:19 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To the Attn of: all affiliated with Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of a child attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying
citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application.

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT). Stopher Elementary is less than 1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphic, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

mailto:jackielore@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects.

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My daughter is in first grade at Stopher. I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering if her bus is going to make it to/from school without an
accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is
happening to her lungs when she is playing on the playground at school. 

DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

Jackie Hieatt
Mother of Stopher Elementrg student and nearby resident to this facility.  

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/W4acC73yY4UoPm63u8ZcIB?domain=wfpl.org/


From: Patricia Holzknecht
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed Aiken Rd Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:49:46 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am writing to urge you and your committee to not allow the proposed concrete plant on Aiken Rd to go forward.
I’m sure you have received many letters regarding what this plant would do in regards to air pollution, health issues
regarding  inhalants, traffic congestion and property devaluation, but I’m going to take a more personal approach.

Last Friday, I followed a large dump truck from the front of the neighborhood, down Lake Forest Parkway, on to
Arnold Palmer Blvd. , to Landmark Drive where he then made a left on to Aiken. He simply cut through the
neighborhood to avoid the traffic congestion, lights and extra time it would have taken to continue going down
Shelbyville Rd to N. English Station Rd to Aiken Lane. This happened at 7:15 in the morning when children are on
neighborhood street corners waiting for school buses. In fact, a school bus was picking up children at this time. The
driver of the truck followed the speed limit, stopped at stop signs and stopped at a very safe distance as the bus
picked up students, but he did not need to be there. He was not doing business in the neighborhood. Can’t help
believing this will become all the more prevalent if this plant is granted approval.

My 24 year old niece was killed by a cement truck as she legally crossed a downtown street. Six months later
another Louisvillian was pinned under a cement truck as she crossed a downtown street. She later died from her
injuries. These were adults, fully aware of the rules and dangers of crosswalks, not neighborhood children crossing
neighborhood streets to go to to their neighborhood school, parks, pools or to a friend’s house.

One more thing, like myself, my niece’s dad and brother are also homeowners in Lake Forest. I told you it was
personal! A plant like this should not be located so close to a neighborhood full of children, parks and schools. It is
not safe on so many levels.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration in this matter.
Patti Holzknecht
513 Woodlake Drive

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:pholzkn@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Dan Hosch
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Dan Hosch
Subject: Zoning
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:24:25 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

 
Jay,
 
I adamantly disapprove of the concrete plant being constructed on Aiken road.
 
It should appear obvious this would not be a safe place for such a plant. The roads right there on
already too tight so accidents are bound to occur. Dust and particles will be permeating the area
including the school, church and nearby homes.
 
Even a smaller plant is unacceptable.
 
Please do not let this destroy our neighborhood.
 
Dan Hosch
Sales
Cell (502) 592-0966 | Fax (502) 245-8292
Careismatic Brands, Inc. | Formerly Strategic Partners, Inc. 
9800 De Soto Avenue, Chatsworth, CA 91311 | (818) 671-2100
www.careismatic.com
Healing Hands
HealingHandsScrubs.com

 

mailto:dhosch@careismatic.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:dhosch@careismatic.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/XH29CKr7z4hm1EMNCvaToa?domain=careismatic.com/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/2QVVCM8KN4uWJOk1HWQEqY?domain=hhscrubs.com/




Jeffrey and Amanda Howell 
1800 Golden Leaf Way 
Louisville, KY  40245 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

Hello. Our family was excited to move to Lake Forest a couple of 
years ago. It was and still is gorgeous, immaculate, and a safe 
neighborhood to raise a family; one of the top elementary schools in the 
city is where our children attend, which is within walking distance of this 
community. Unfortunately, we never dreamed we’d be here today 
considering leaving due there being a potential threat (concrete plant) 
underway, which certainly could pose serious, life threatening even, risks to 
the health of our family, especially to our disabled, nonspeaking, autistic 
son who is more vulnerable even than the normal population. His favorite 
place to be is outside; he could stay out for hours in the fenced backyard if 
he was permitted. Furthermore, our family loves to go for long walks, ride 
bikes, play on the playground, go swimming, etc. in this beautiful 
community. That will all stop if this plant gets the go ahead. Anyone who is 
familiar with autism knows the daily struggle for families having to fight and 
advocate for their nonneurotypical loved one constantly; we never thought 
we’d have to fight for him to have “clean air.” Instead, we believed that 
“clean air” in a neighborhood like Lake Forest would be a given. 
 
A recent article came out recently stating this: 
 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a neurodevelopmental disorder 
with a range of symptoms and severity. It is often accompanied by 
neuroinflammation and systematic inflammation. It is believed that 
exposure to air pollution in the short-term, over several days and weeks for 
instance, can induce systemic inflammation and neuroinflammation 
potentially increasing the risk of a hospital admission in autistic people. A 
child’s developing nervous system is more susceptible to environmental 
exposures. Analysis of data revealed that short-term exposure was 
associated with a heightened risk of hospital admission for autism. The 
results emphasize that reduction of air pollution exposure needs to be 
considered for successful ASD symptom management, which is important 



with regard to quality of life and economic costs.” (amp.theguardian.com-
written by Andrew Gregory) 
 

Therefore, we are asking you to please reconsider putting this 
concrete plant close to Lake Forest or any community for that matter. If you 
truly are for the people, including those who literally can’t even speak for 
themselves like my son, then I hope you will do the right thing. There is no 
reason why this plant can’t be built elsewhere-away from inhabitants. 
Lastly, I hope you look to God for guidance in this most crucial decision, 
which will surely affect many for years to come. This is in your hands; 
again, I hope you do the right thing.  
 
Thank you and sincerely,  
 
 
 
Brent and Amanda Howell 
 
 
 
(We would like to be informed of any updates regarding this matter) 
  
 
“ 



From: James Howes
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Jm_hws@yahoo.com
Subject: Proposed Concrete Plant on Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, September 12, 2022 3:13:12 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Sir/Mdm.:

This is to assert my and my wife's opposition to the proposed concrete plant to be built on
Aiken Road within a few houses of my home on 1201 Winding Creek Pl. in the Lake Forest
subdivision. I find it hard to believe that our city officials would allow such a raw industrial
operation basically in our neighborhood. I can't help but wonder what happened to the CHASE
principles which were proposed for the basis for Plan 2040. There is nothing in the operation
of a concrete plant that is compatible with health, sustainability or equitable treatment of the
citizens in my neighborhood. I am 76 years old and not in good health which is one of the
reasons I have chosen to live where I am, away from heavy industry with its dust, noise and
intolerable conditions incompatible with peace and quiet enjoyment of our property. This is
quite a political coup for the plant operators and I resent the fact that folks living near me had
no knowledge of the proposal nor the opportunity to question the fairness of foisting a
concrete plant so close to our residential neighborhood. Zoning are not, the residents on
Brownsboro Road, or in the Highlands or even in Fairdale would be up in arms if such a
facility as a concrete plant were dumped on them. Yet, we in Lake Forest are expected to
coexist with heavy industry literally within a few feet of our back door. This is patently unfair
and outrageous, and anyone with any sense of community would agree. Jefferson County is
large enough to accommodate this facility elsewhere without having such hardship placed
on folks' immediate doorstep. Please advise when and where you will hold a public meeting to
discuss the issues involved. Thank you.

mailto:jim@jhoweslaw.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Jm_hws@yahoo.com


From: Sheila huff
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:28:52 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To whom it may concern,

The proposed heavy industrial use at this location is inappropriate next to an existing predominantly residential area
of 1,000 plus homes, inappropriate road size for large trucks, and schools too close to the site .  The unhealthy dust
is unescapable from this type of plant.
Please revisit this decision that will affect many families adversely.

Bill and Sheila Huff
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sheilahuff40245@att.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: robert.a.hughes@twc.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Case Number: 22-DDP-0098
Date: Saturday, September 24, 2022 5:57:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett:

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposal for a Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905
Aiken Road (22-DDP-0098) and to request that the Planning Commission deny the application for
the Concrete Mixing Plant at that location.  

I live just over a mile from the proposed plant as "the crow flies" and am very concerned about the
ill-effects of dust and odor from the plant on my and my family's health. Moreover, I frequently
drive through that section of Aiken Road that is very narrow with the clear potential for serious
accidents between residential cars and large concrete trucks. Further, to locate a concrete plant
within such a short distance of an elementary school makes no sense! 

In view of all of the issues associated with the proposed plant, I request the Planning Commission
DENY this application. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Hughes

2312 Arnold Palmer Blvd

Louisville, KY 40245

 

mailto:robert.a.hughes@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Tim
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 2:47:01 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay Luckett, Metro  Development Case Manager 

My wife and I are residents of Lake Forest. We are very concerned about the plant that is
going in across the street from our community on Aiken Road. It is troubling that the emails or
letters that were supposed to go out never reached anybody. And I believe there’s only 44 of
them and I don’t know why all of our community wasn’t contacted. 

I feel like the prevailing winds are going to bring dust over our whole neighborhood and there
is a church nearby a children’s Camp, Saint Marys, and an elementary school. The dust will
settle on everything as the wind blows west to east across Lake Forest. When it rains there will
be runoff coming down Lake Forest and fill the sewers. 

The cement trucks come 24 hours a day to get concrete. They are noisy will lead to pollution
and tear up the roads. Aiken Road is a narrow road and dangerous with more oversize
vehicles. I’m concerned about them cutting through Lake Forest. Concerned about the noise. 

We are not against a plant being built but it needs to be somewhere in an industrial park
further away from residential areas.

Tim and Stacey Huse

mailto:tim040@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Jacob Hutti
To: Luckett, Jay P; Morgan Keith
Subject: Re concrete plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road.
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 5:41:49 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay.luckett@louisvilleky.gov
Jay Luckett, AICP
Planner II
Planning & Design Services
Department of Develop Louisville
444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300
Louisville, KY 4020

 

Mr. Luckett ,

As property owners of Lake Forest my wife and I vehemently object to the current
plan to introduce a concrete plant at Aiken Road.

The reasons are rational and based on logical requirements of today’s society.

The mailing of notices to first tier property owners is questionable and the accuracy of
the addresses used is unrealistic considering they were 40 years old and included
now deceased individuals but having none returned as “undeliverable”

Our own District Councilman did not have a copy of the mailed postcard.

At the Councilman’s hosted informational meeting I asked if there was an active
review of current air quality conditions ( Carbon dioxide, particulate matter etc.).
These levels to be used for our area as a baseline, if the plant did complete
construction, to monitor future changes and air quality impact.  The Director of our air
quality board refused to answer the direct question and instead referred to the
standards of Jefferson County as a whole.  This is again unrealistic in today’s world,
to believe the average particulate matter in a residential and child care area is
evaluated by AVERAGE JEFEERSON COUNTY numbers.  Think of how ignorant this
position is compared to current evaluations of other localized contaminations , eg.
odor in Butchertown area, noise in airport area, caustic elements in the historic
Rubbertown area, chemical and alcohol spills in river and creek areas! No one in their
right mind would claim there is no significant contamination of spilling 1000 gallons of
alcohol in a creek because the average alcohol level in the entire county was
acceptable!

 In 1984 there were several binding elements by the Planning commission which are
still absent and will worsen current conditions if not insisted upon before plant
approval:

mailto:jhutti1086@att.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:morgan.keith@lakeforestky.com
mailto:Jay.luckett@louisvilleky.gov


          Underground tunnel for active industrial traffic

          Absolutely NO traffic increase on local public roadways.

          No new access points of public roads ALL traffic to use the tunnel system

          Landscaped BUFFER ZONE of rolling hills (plural) and trees (plural)

These are a few of the many items that prove there is no legitimate reason to
progress with the approval of a plant . There are significant activities which could
adversely impact the local community and adversely impact children while at the
same time no initiatives to monitor that impact going forward. There are however, in
place significant requirements from the Commission in 1984 which have still not been
met and which need to be completed before final approval of this plant.

 

Thank you

Jacob Hutti

1107 Glenlake Way

Louisville, Ky 40245



From: Shannonjarboe
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 6 year old with rare disease
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 8:03:41 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good Morning, 

I am sure you won't read this but I have to try as my child's health and quality of life is at risk.
My 6 year old daughter who attends Stopher Elementary  has a rare disease that impacts her
ability to eat food by mouth, her body rejects food due to increased white blood cells in the
esophagus and part of it is caused by environmental factors. She is a normal kid mentally and
physically but she requires most nutrition from a feeding tube. With the help of Cincinnati
Childrens Hospital, We have finally got her to a point where she isn't in pain and vomiting
daily, she can currently consume a few foods by mouth and live a somewhat normal life. The
cement plant will be less than 1 mile from stopher. The cement plant will compromise the air
quality for all students but especially my daughter who is already compromised. When her
disease is hyperactive she cannot eat anything at all by mouth and relies solely on a feeding
tube, she is is constant pain with stomach cramps and chest pain and becomes lethargic.  My
daughter has spent more time in hospitals and gone through more than most kids her age and
she finally has a glimpse of a normal life. The cement plant will definitely change that for her.
I beg you  to reconsider this and protect my daughter as she will have to fight this disease her
whole life, there is no cure and this is one thing that greatly impact her quality of life and
health for the next 5 years. There are other options and my child's health and quality of life
should not be at risk when there is an alternative.

Thank you for your time,

Shannon Jarboe 

mailto:shannonjarboe@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Keith Johnson
To: Jay Luckett
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, October 3, 2022 5:30:43 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay Luckett, AICP
Planner II
Planning & Design Services
Department of Develop Louisville
444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300
Louisville, KY 40202
 
I am a long time Lake Forest resident who recently heard about the above reference proposed
concrete plant on Aiken Rd.  After hearing about the adverse health effects of concrete plants, I did
some research and now see exactly how dangerous these plants can be.
 
The link below shows that the EPA rates the cement industry as the third largest industrial source of
pollution and has in depth chapters on the “Health and Environmental Effects of Cement Plant
Emissions”.
https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/cement-manufacturing-enforcement-initiative
 
In addition, the link below describes the adverse effects of concrete plants located in populated
residential areas.
https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/2020/08/19/houston-air-pollution-breathe-concrete-plants-TCEQ
 
These issues are of serious concern and would warrant an in depth analysis on the impact of nearby
residences and facilities.  It can be seen that the concrete plant will not only effect the Lake Forest
neighborhood (with literally hundreds of young children that live and play here), but will also greatly
impact the St. Mary’s Center (which will be extremely close to the proposed concrete plant) as well
as Stopher Elementary School (which is a very short distance away).  Question - has an
environmental impact study been performed on the proposed concrete plant to ascertain the
harmful effects to these places?  If an environmental impact study has been performed, can I get a
link to it to review?  I am concerned about the wellbeing of the young children in Lake Forest and
Stopher and also concerned about the wellbeing of the adults at St. Mary’s with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (I would imagine many of St. Mary’s people have serious health problems
as well).  Note that the Stopher Elementary school children regularly have recess outside and would
potentially have multi-year exposure to the concrete plant emissions that definitely could result in
long-term health issues based upon the articles linked above.
 
Furthermore, the location of the proposed concrete plant will have adverse effects on the traffic on
Aiken Road, which has only two major exits that are already congested.  The increased gridlock
traffic on Aiken Rd (especially at the intersections) will lead to increased emissions coming not only

mailto:w.keithjohnson@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ZM9BC82zW4hL5ym2unOrBh?domain=epa.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/bg2-C9rAG4h9WwJlsEZppW?domain=kinder.rice.edu


from the concrete trucks but also from the other vehicles stuck in the traffic.  At the Aiken Rd.
intersection to Bush Farm Rd., the traffic will surely get backed up to Stopher Elementary and the
emissions will be right at the school property.  The busses exiting Stopher during dismissal will also
get caught in the increased gridlock and will further contribute to increased emissions.
 
The last issue I would like to address in this email is that the area already has an existing cement
plant (IMI Concrete on Avoca Rd.).  While the IMI plant is on the other side of the Gene Snyder, the
emissions from the proposed new concrete plant would be added to whatever level of emissions are
coming from the IMI plant already.  Has this been factored into the approval process?
 
 
Thank You,
 
William K Johnson
w.keithjohnson@twc.com
 



From: Shannon Johnston
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Tony Piagentini
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant Case 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 9:18:12 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay -
I would like to request an ethics investigation into the approval of this plant.  I have seen the
video where one person on the planning commission said he was surprised no one from Lake
Forest was at the meeting to voice an objection.  That right there should have been enough to
stop the meeting and gather more information regarding notification. 
The excessive dust created by these plants is a health hazard.  This will bring numerous diesel
trucks to a very narrow Aiken road with an already dangerous curve by the Church.  Noise
produced by trucks being loaded around the clock is a nuisance. There is also a nearby school
that will be impacted.
Near a residential neighborhood is not the proper location for this plant.  Please stop the
construction of the concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Road.  I am a Lake Forest resident and we
were given zero notification.

Thanks,
Shannon Johnston
14508 Clear Meadow Ct
Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:shannon5375@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:anthony.piagentini@louisville.gov


From: Angi Johnston
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant, Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 9:25:15 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

This email is a request for a public hearing regarding 13905 Aiken Rd, Concrete
Batch Plant and request for withdrawal of the permit.

 The residential area around the intersection of Oakhurst Road and Aiken Road
already experiences air and noise pollution due to the location of the quarry,
construction on the Gene Snyder and multiple new subdivisions completed in the
immediate area in recent years. The testing location at Carrithers Middle School is 9
miles in the wrong direction from the concrete mixing plant site and does not measure
all toxins the plant would produce.

 Other reasons why the concrete batch plan should not be placed at this location
include:

*    Stopher Elementary builds up traffic twice a day every day in each direction on
Aiken and Landmark Drive continuing north up Arnold Palmer.

*    Aiken Road is a major bus route due to Stopher Elementary and the bus depot.

*    At least the concrete plant on Water Street not on the busy thoroughfare;
however, you cannot drive by that site without driving through concrete dust and
grime for several blocks in each direction and nearby streets. However, the Water
Street location has been cited with violations several times.

*    The intersection of Oakhurst Road and Aiken Road is close to the proposed
concrete batch plant and is a major entrance to a very large and busy subdivision with
young children.

*    In very close proximity to the proposed plant site is Hair Lingo, Avoca Station
Place, Pleasant Grove Baptist Church and Truman Park Drive which have multiple
active businesses include the Kentucky Gymnastics Academy.

*    Aiken Road is narrow with no shoulder and close utility poles and mailboxes with
low communication lines and poor visibility in the turns.

*    West of the proposed concrete batch plant is a dangerous S-curve where I have
often witnessed large trucks and trucks with trailers crossing the middle lane, per
above this road has little to no shoulder, to avoid collision.

mailto:angi_johnston@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


*    Further west of this proposed concrete batch plant is the intersection of Avoca
Road and Aiken Road which handles a lot of tractor-trailer traffic and dump truck
traffic due to the Rogers Quarry, Watkins Trucking and Dassler Lot C and often has
terrible visibility with road hazards such as loose gravel.

*    Aiken Road at North English Station Road is an intersection that should be a
three-way stop, I have seen over 20 cars lined up to turn onto North English Station
Road.

*    Aiken Road and Bush Farm Road intersection should be a three-way stop as this
area has experienced an extreme uptick in traffic due to the construction of the
Estates and Meadows of Floyds Fork and has poor visibility.

*    St. Mary's Center is located in a blind curve as well as several residences with
limited visibility and increased traffic will only make the situation more dangerous.

*    Aiken Road is already in poor condition where attempts to patch corners and
areas where trucks have run off the road causing potholes 
*    A 24/7 operation of this nature a few hundred yards from an active neighborhood
with children is not appropriate.
*    Increased traffic, specifically truck traffic will cause more pollution in this area.

*    The zoning should have been reconsidered after the subdivisions nearby were
approved for residential and considering the zoning decision is over 40 years old. 

 Please advise when a public hearing will be held regarding the permit for the 13905
Aiken Rd., Concrete Batch Plant. I appreciate your consideration of my concerns.

 

Thank you,

Angi Johnston

14508 Clear Meadow Ct.

Louisville, KY 40245



From: Nancy Jones
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 9:50:04 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
In regards to the above referenced case regarding concrete mixing plant on Aiken Road, please
note that there are many concerns as this project goes forward. The addition of the concrete
mixing plant will place a strain on Aiken Road that will make it impossible to travel. The road
is not nearly adequate to handle the additional vehicle. Not to mention that we have an
elementary school in the very near vicinity which will make school bus traffic nothing short of
a tragedy. I travel the road daily and I the concrete trucks coming off Avaco, are extremely
dangerous. The stop sign is completely ignored and the trucks have no regard for cars
traveling in opposite direction.  The air quality in the area will suffer, and homes, church and
adult daycare facility will be directly impacted. There are studies that show that these type of
facilities not only cause breathing issues but to cancer related issues. It is imperative that this
project be stopped. It was approved under antiquated Zoning, and in less than transparent
policy.  Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated,
Nancy Jones
502-291-2824

mailto:nancyjones14311@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Melvyn Jones
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed Cement plant in the 40245 zip code
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:39:47 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

My parents lived 7 miles from the
Cosmosdale, KY Cement Plant as I
was growing up. 
I know we were breathing cement
particles into our lungs because dust
particles were everywhere….all over
our cars and in the house. It would
embed itself in the car paint and was
almost impossible to get the dust
particles out of the car’s paint … I
wonder what it did do to our lungs. 

Louisville / Jefferson 
County is our home.   We worked hard then
moved to this zip code area to get cleaner air.
Please don’t build the cement plant here. 

mailto:meljoanjones@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Thanks for your consideration.

Melvyn L Jones
1321 Garden Hill Court
Louisville, KY 40245
1 502-244-1775

Sent from my iPhone



From: AJ
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 7:36:55 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Please rezone and stop building a plant which harms Kid's health, commuting big trucks in a narrow
street (Aiken Road) with a lot of school buses from Stopher Elem School and other schools.
Also there are a lot of houses very close to the plant.
Stop them please.
Thanks,
AJ Joukar 

Sincerely yours, A.J

mailto:ahmad230@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Abhishek Kapila
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2022 6:53:46 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Sir
I hope you are doing well.
I am expressing my concerns regarding the concrete mixing plant next to Lake Forest neighborhood. This is an
extreme health and environmental hazard with regards to the close proximity to an extremely densely populated
neighborhood.
Kindly work in the direction to get this area re zoned and move this mixing plant somewhere else.

Thanks
Abhishek Kapila
15216 Champion Lakes Pl
Louisville KY 40245

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:drkapila@live.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Steve Kaufman
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 5:04:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To whom it may concern,
My understanding is that the owner of the concrete plant used an outdated zoning map to rush
through the project without proper notification to those it would affect. Please take into
consideration where this is being built and the impact on those who live nearby and for the
generations to come. My hope is that this action will be reversed and overturned using the
good sense for all our common good. Thank you for your consideration. 

Steve Kaufman
Pax Christi Realty
Property Management & Realty
Broker/ Owner
Celtic Athletic Ministry (CAM)
"Through Service, We Grow"
(502) 419-5033

mailto:steve@pmrchomes.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Kristina Kaufman
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed Cement Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:38:42 PM
Attachments: Cement plant emissions and health effects in the general population.docx

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my concern and disagreement with the proposed cement plant on Aiken Road. The proposed
location is in close proximity to the Lake Forest neighborhood and Stopher Elementary School. If chosen as the site,
neighborhood residents and children attending school would be exposed to hazardous ambient air pollution related
to negative health outcomes. Studies show that cement plant exposure is related to respiratory symptoms and
illnesses and an increased risk of developing cancers of the respiratory tract. (Please find attached the primary
research study citing these health risks.)
Other non-health related concerns include large trucks traveling on narrow Aiken Road, increased traffic and noise,
and decreased property value associated with living near a cement plant. A cement plant is not a welcome nor a
beneficial addition to our neighborhood or community.

Thank you for your time and attention to my concerns and those of many others.

Sincerely -
Kristina Kaufman
Lake Forest Resident

mailto:kkaufmanphf@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov

Cement plant emissions and health effects in the general population: a systematic review
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Abstract

Adverse health effects of cement plant exposure have been found in occupational contexts but are less defined for the general population living near plants. We aimed to summarize the evidence on the health effects of people exposed to ambient air pollution by cement plants. A systematic review using Embase, PubMed and Web of Science was performed. We included only non-occupational studies with a comparison group that focused on adverse health outcomes and biomarkers of internal dose or subclinical effect associated with cement plant exposure. Selection of articles was performed by two authors independently. Of 1491 articles identified by the initial search, 24 were included: 17 of them were included in the analysis of adverse health outcomes and 9 in the analysis of biomarkers of internal dose or subclinical effects. The studies were very heterogeneous in study design, measure of cement plant exposure, outcome detection, measure of association and adjustment for confounding. Almost all the studies found positive associations between cement plant exposure and respiratory diseases and symptoms. An excess risk of cancer incidence and mortality in both children and adults mainly concerning respiratory tract cancers was also reported in some studies. Higher values of heavy metals and of a biomarker of renal toxicity were found in the exposed compared to unexposed populations. In conclusion, there is some evidence for a possible role of cement plant exposure on health adverse effects, although many studies had serious or critical risk of bias and overall level of certainty was low.
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From: Steve Kaufman
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 5:04:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To whom it may concern,
My understanding is that the owner of the concrete plant used an outdated zoning map to rush
through the project without proper notification to those it would affect. Please take into
consideration where this is being built and the impact on those who live nearby and for the
generations to come. My hope is that this action will be reversed and overturned using the
good sense for all our common good. Thank you for your consideration. 

Steve Kaufman
Pax Christi Realty
Property Management & Realty
Broker/ Owner
Celtic Athletic Ministry (CAM)
"Through Service, We Grow"
(502) 419-5033

mailto:steve@pmrchomes.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Cathy Kennedy
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 10:31:20 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I live with my daughter and her family on Crystal Spring Way.  I live with them because I
have Metastatic Breast Cancer.  We moved here last August (2021) from Cincinnati, OH. 

The concrete mixing plant is of extreme concern to me due to my health.  I already have a
compromised immune system from the cancer.  I don't need to add additional environmental
factors to the ones I already have due to a concrete mixing plant near our house.  I'm not sure
why the homeowners were not properly notified of this potential plant in our backyard.  I can
assure you we never received a notification of a meeting as we get a notice from the USPS
everyday as to what is being delivered everyday.   I went back and looked at our mail
notifications  for the time frame they claim they mailed it and nothing was sent to us. 

Who is financially benefiting from this plant?  Do they want to fight off future lawsuits from
residents who are suffering from health issues due to the plant?  

This plant is not beneficial to anyone living close to it including where I live in Lake Forest. 
My granddaughter just turned 16 and recently received her KY driver's license/  We use Akien
road every day to get to their high school, Eastern High School, and also to Middletown
Kroger.  I am very concerned for her safety as well as my own driving along Akien road
(which is a 2 lane road) if huge concrete cement trucks are going to be traveling along this
road on a daily basis.  This road always seems to have accidents as it is now.  Just think what
will happen with all the increased traffic to this road if this plant is built on Akien Road. 

The profit you think you'll receive will all dwindle away from all the legal fees you will have
to pay from the potential lawsuits coming your way if this plant moves forward. This plant is
VERY BAD IDEA.  

I was only given 2 to 5 years to live when I was diagnosed with Stage IV Metastatic Breast
Cancer back in 2018.  I want to spend what days I have left with my family enjoying the pool,
sitting outside on the patio, walking the dogs in the neighborhood and enjoying the smells and
sounds of the beautiful outdoors.  Please do not move forward with this plant.  Surely you can
find someone else to build your plant where it does not threaten the lives of the people of this
community.

Signed by:
A very concerned resident of Lake Forest
Cathy L. Kennedy

mailto:catleek58@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: zahra khademi
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 3:43:04 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete
Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does
reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should
have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL
TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities
and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-
paying citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING
and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for
the record the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning
& Design for the approval of the original application. The scale, volume and
impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this board is
unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with this
amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned
M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close
proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has
been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby
church and many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’
away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME
PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH
TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and
diesel exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires
unstable heavy trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without
stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are school

mailto:khademi_z@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound,
both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed
plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with
buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of
the plant PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic
situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off
from the plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly
impacting the value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our
families to live and children to go to school (what about that Louisville
2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in line
with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for
reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control
District (APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will
increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and
pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this
company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT
standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance
naturally found in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these
materials can create a very fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known
carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes
swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung
tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for
example show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is
linked to serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung
development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and
cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause
silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and
other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the
impact this concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's
already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has
MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING
THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING
THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/6pamCVO2o6s9jjQoCG48x_?domain=cancer.org


https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-
decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I
cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to my daughter's
lungs when she is playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/GJyPCW6Kp4sGwwomCxmtpo?domain=wfpl.org/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/GJyPCW6Kp4sGwwomCxmtpo?domain=wfpl.org/


From: Holly Kiper
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Letter of Objection concrete mixing plant case 22-ddp-0098 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 7:55:36 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
This is Holly & Todd Kiper we live at 14300 Willow Grove Circle, Louisville, KY   40245.  We
strongly object to the concrete mixing plant at 13905 Aiken Road.   We would like to
receive any future notices about this case. 
Thank you,
The Kipers
 
 
Securities offered through Parkland Securities, LLC, member FINRA/SIPC.

mailto:holly@kiperwa.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Pam Kirchem
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Resident of Lafe Forest - opposed to the concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 2:11:50 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Please do not allow this to happen.  It will be bad for our community, the noise, the dust and air
quality and Aiken Road is a small county road that can’t handle concrete trucks
 
Thanks you –
Jay.luckett@louisvilleky.gov
Jay Luckett, AICP
Planner II
Planning & Design Services
Department of Develop Louisville
444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300
Louisville, KY 4020
 
 
Here to Serve,

Pam Kirchem, MBA, FACHE, CHFP
1202 Clear Meadow Place
Louisville, KY  40245
Cell/Text: (502) 220-8430
 

 

The information contained in this message (including all attachments) may be privileged and
confidential and protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please

mailto:pkirchem@kyha.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Jay.luckett@louisvilleky.gov


notify us immediately and delete or destroy the material and information. 



From: Dana Kirwan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant on Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:16:53 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello,
I am writing in response to the proposed concrete plant on Aiken Road. I live on Isleworth
Court, our back yard is on Aiken, right by the St. Mary's facility. Very close to the proposed
plant.
I am especially concerned about the plant because I have severe respiratory issues. I have
COPD and require oxygen 24 hours a day. I do not need any additional dust in the air near so
close to my home. 
In addition,  I drive on Aiken daily, it is an old narrow road and was not constructed to handle
huge heavy concrete trucks or big dump trucks. 
Please do NOT allow this plant to be built so close to our homes. 
Thanks,
Dana Kirwan
14700 Isleworth Court 
502 551 1147

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S21 5G, an AT&T 5G smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

mailto:dskirwan@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/0A8mCjRg5DIPOk4pcWibLU?domain=aka.ms


From: Chip Kirwan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant on Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:57:29 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good Morning! 
I am writing in opposition to having this concrete plant built on Aiken. Even though this land
was zoned industrial many years ago, things change and adjustments need to be made. I am
sure that when this parcel was zoned, there was no idea that a neighborhood, school and the
St Mary's center would be built adjacent to the proposed plant. There is no way Aiken road is
equipped to handle this traffic increase, with a bus depot in the vicinity of this parcel. This
road is too narrow to handle concrete trucks as well as school buses. 
My house backs up to Aiken Road, with the St. Mary's Center right across the street. My wife
suffers from COPD, and does not need an increase in pollutants that this plant will add to the
air. This increase in pollutants could also affect a decrease in  quality of life in our nice
neighborhood as well of the health of our children who practice on the fields of St. Mary's as
well as to the children at Stopher Elementary school. The proximity of this plant to Lake
Forest, could also lead to a decrease in property values as well.
I hope that some common sense will prevail and that this plant's application will be denied.
There are too many negatives to allow this type of plant to be built at this site.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Harry O Kirwan Jr.
14700 Isleworth Court
40245

mailto:shdc21@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: tknadler14@gmail.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony

B.; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 15, 2022 2:36:05 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Sir;
 
I am writing to voice my grave concerns regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905
Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with
additional precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), but does not
significantly reduce the danger and risk to the nearby large residential area, church, center for adults
with disabilities and elementary school.
 
As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore
Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 
 
I want to also state for the record my extreme disappointment in Metro Planning and Design for
approving the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that
it was approved by this board is unfathomable. It appears you forgot that your responsibility is to
protect the citizens of the Metro from dangerous projects like this one. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the
land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to
homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is
right/moral to let it always be.
 
This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes
(one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental
homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see
more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to
navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER

mailto:tknadler14@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us


HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant
and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value
of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:
 
Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during
review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10,
PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and
states that this company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT
standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.
 
Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in
certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust
that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the
lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung
tissue (fibrosis).
 
Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the
particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung
disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to
cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other
serious health effects. 
 
I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete
plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville.
This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION
COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS
THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/
 
Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living
somewhere that my health and safety and that of my neighbors is endangered by the reckless
development of this property. Particularly, think of all the elementary school age children who
attend Stopher Elementary that will be exposed to these toxic fumes each day. Please DO THE RIGHT
THING and DENY this application.
 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/OrPUCNkKX4fXl2g6cmrOEW?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/XBBDCQWKj4TrA5wRIk_73C?domain=wfpl.org


Sincerely,
 
Tom Knadler
 



From: rhondaknadler@gmail.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Hamilton, Rachael; Liu, Emily; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; john@bardlaw.net;
randy@frankotte.com; rhondaknadler@gmail.com

Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 19, 2022 11:39:09 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Sir;
 
I am writing to voice my grave concerns regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905
Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with
additional precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), but does not
significantly reduce the danger and risk to the nearby large residential area, church, center for adults
with disabilities and elementary school.
 
As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore
Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 
 
I want to also state for the record my extreme disappointment in Metro Planning and Design for
approving the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that
it was approved by this board is unfathomable. It appears you forgot that your responsibility is to
protect the citizens of the Metro from dangerous projects like this one. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the
land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to
homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is
right/moral to let it always be.
 
This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes
(one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental
homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see
more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to
navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

mailto:rhondaknadler@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant
and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value
of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:
 
Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during
review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10,
PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and
states that this company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT
standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.
 
Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in
certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust
that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the
lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung
tissue (fibrosis).
 
Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the
particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung
disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to
cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other
serious health effects. 
 
I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete
plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville.
This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION
COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS
THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/
 
Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living
somewhere that my health and safety and that of my neighbors is endangered by the reckless
development of this property. Particularly, think of all the elementary school age children who
attend Stopher Elementary that will be exposed to these toxic fumes each day. Please DO THE RIGHT
THING and DENY this application.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/DKsiCADXW4I2g3VBUG4BB7?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/yWPkCERX14IMmJnOCPkMQk?domain=wfpl.org


 
Sincerely,
 
Rhonda Knadler
15317 Champion Lakes Place
Lake Forest



From: Colette Koetsier
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 6:30:53 PM
Attachments: Screen Shot 2021-10-27 at 5.57.23 PM.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr Luckett

I am writing to you to voice concerns on this concrete mixing plant that is being built at 13905
Aiken Road. There are so many wrong scenarios with this I don't know where to begin. Firstly
let me start by saying, the fact that those that live within 500ft of this plant were never given
the chance to voice their disapproval seems very wrong. 44 people never received notifications
and are willing to sign an affidavit regarding this. 

I know this was zoned M3 40 years ago but surely with the development along Aiken road
some consideration would have taken place as to the impact this would create. M3 is the most
impactful zoning class to the public when near a residential area. We have to speak up for
those who cant, firstly St Mary’s where those who have intellectual and developmental
disabilities go to a day training center. Secondly Stopher Elementary of 700 plus young
students. Thirdly assisted living near Lake forest, these are all vulnerable individuals that use
public transport along Aiken road. And of course Lake Forest Subdivision with over 1800
single family homes.

The width of Aiken is not able to handle cement trucks passing either each other or our
children’s school buses, this is simply dangerous to our children. Unstable heavy trucks will
be navigating narrow windy roads without stop lights and no immediate access to highways,
traffic and congestion during school drop off and pick up times will be horrendous. Aiken road
is already stressed with current traffic flow.

The health issues that will come from compromised air quality with dust, particulates, diesel
trucks fumes etc are simply unacceptable. APCD stated in our one meeting we had that they
will monitor the air quality but also told us the nearest sensor for this is on Cannons lane
which is 18 miles away from the site! How can that pick up the air quality that we in Lake
Forest and surrounds will be breathing.

We will have polluted storm water run off from the plant and muddy roads. The plant will be
noisy and an eyesore and severely affect our property values. This is going to make living
anywhere nearby a more hazardous and less desirable place for families to live.

I urge you to consider our families and to make a reasonable decision should this be an option
to re-evaluate the severity of the first initial decision without input from residents and those
that will be directly impacted.

Please we ask you help us avoid life threatening circumstances, thank you.

mailto:colkoe@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov



Realtor
The Gilezan Team w/EXP Realty
5964 Timber Ridge Dr Ste 101
Prospect KY 40059
(502) 777-1316
colkoe@gmail.com
www.gilezanteam.com
Facebook
Youtube
**If you are a home buyer, you do NOT pay a commission, Buyer representation is FREE**

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Never trust wiring instructions sent via email. Always independently confirm wiring instructions in person or via telephone call
to a trusted & verified phone number. Never wire money without verifying or confirming the wiring instructions are correct.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This email, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and
privileged information protected by law. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender immediately by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message.

mailto:colkoe@gmail.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/0wLhCwpy2Wu9XyQqFK6Lws?domain=gilezanteam.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/LvmZCrkqBOfoX2jksz8jW0?domain=facebook.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Al3vCv2xRVhKoAgYTz4LnT?domain=youtube.com


From: Gary Kong
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant problem
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 10:02:04 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

 
All water and air pollutions should be far away from people. 
There are many other locations they can select.

mailto:kong_gary@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Ross Kowzan
To: Jay Luckett
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 9:25:36 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,
 
We are writing to voice our concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete
Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). We are one of the Tier 1
residents that did not receive notification re: the first application of the proposed
Concrete plant. Our backyard abuts Aiken Road, and the new location will be directly
visible from our back deck.  As parents of a 6-year-old and 3-year-old, our major concern
is the health of our children. 
When we learned a concrete plant had been approved right behind our house, needless
to say, we were shocked.  As any concerned parents would do, we researched the health
effects of children living near a concrete plant.  The research we read from the NIH and
CDC was even more shocking.  The increased risk of lung disease, lung cancer, colon
cancer, etc are the main reasons we OPPOSE the concrete plant being built so close to a
residential area.  Our children love to play in our backyard and in the cul-de-sac with
their friends.  At any given time, there could be 5-10 children under the age of 10 playing
in the cul-de-sac just a few hundred feet from the proposed concrete plant.  
 
In addition to the above concern, we also have serious concerns with other issues
regarding this plant including traffic on Aiken Road, an increase in pollution for
all populations not just children, a decrease in home values of all surrounding areas, and
noise pollution with a large industrial plant so close to a residential area. 
 
We beg you to DENY the current application under consideration.  We know that if the
current revised application is denied, the previous Sunshine Builder’s application is still
approved. In this case, we also ask that you reopen the previous case (due to lack of
proper notice) and allow our voices and concerns to be heard. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Ross and Sara Kowzan

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rkowzan4@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Sara Kowzan
To: Jay Luckett
Cc: sarafbyrd@aol.com
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant – Case 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 7:09:08 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,
 
We are writing to voice our concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at
13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). We are one of the Tier 1 residents that did not receive
notification re: the first application of the proposed Concrete plant. Our backyard abuts Aiken Road,
and the new location will be directly visible from our back deck.  As parents of a 6-year-old and 3-
year-old, our major concern is the health of our children.  When we learned a concrete plant had
been approved right behind our house, needless to say, we were shocked.  As any concerned
parents would do, we researched the health effects of children living near a concrete plant.  The
research we read from the NIH and CDC was even more shocking.  The increased risk of lung disease,
lung cancer, colon cancer, etc are the main reasons we OPPOSE the concrete plant being built so
close to a residential area.  Our children love to play in our backyard and in the cul-de-sac with their
friends.  At any given time, there could be 5-10 children under the age of 10 playing in the cul-de-sac
just a few hundred feet from the proposed concrete plant. 
 
In addition to the above concern, we also have serious concerns with other issues regarding this
plant including traffic on Aiken Road, an increase in pollution for all populations not just children, a
decrease in home values of all surrounding areas, and noise pollution with a large industrial plant so
close to a residential area.
 
We beg you to DENY the current application under consideration.  We know that if the current
revised application is denied, the previous Sunshine Builder’s application is still approved. In this
case, we also ask that you reopen the previous case (due to lack of proper notice) and allow our
voices and concerns to be heard.
 
Thank you,
 
Ross and Sara Kowzan
 
 
Confidentiality Disclaimer: This message, including any attachments, is confidential, intended
only for the named recipient(s) and may contain information that is privileged or exempt from
disclosure under applicable law, including PHI (Protected Health Information) cover under the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996. If you are not the
intended recipient(s), you are notified that the dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
message is strictly prohibited. If you receive this message in error or are not the named

mailto:sara.kowzan@uoflhealth.org
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:sarafbyrd@aol.com


recipient(s), please notify the sender or contact the UofL Health IT Service Desk at 502-588-
7003 to report an inadvertently received message.



From: Patti Lam
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant on Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 9:59:57 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Case#: 22-DDP-0098
13905 Aiken Road

I am writing to voice my extremely strong objection to the proposed concrete plant under construction on Aiken
road.

First of all we were not notified of this proposed plant prior to your approval!

It is unbelievable that our government would allow this kind of construction immediately adjacent to a large
neighborhood and two schools.  My objections are as follows:

* Traffic.  It is a narrow two lane road that cannot handle the traffic now.  Cement trucks would be traveling the
same roads as the school buses. This is a significant danger

* Air pollution. The butcher town plant neighbors have experienced extreme detriment effects from the cement plant
there.  One neighbor stated that she cannot plant a garden because of all the cement dust coming from that plant. 
Also neighbors find cement dust on their cars which is difficult to wash off.  People are breathing these hazardous
chemicals

*Water quality- local waterways will be contaminated by water run off

*Noise Pollution-  Residential neighbors will have their peace and quiet destroyed by the noise pollution that will
run 24/7

I am asking you to reconsider granting permission for this cement plant  to go forward.  It was was not fully
reviewed to consider the above points.  The M3 zoning has been in place for 40 years before the neighborhood and
two schools were built. This is a travesty to all tax payers.  Why do we even have zoning if this kind of situation is
allowed to occur.  It makes no sense

I request that I be informed of any future meetings, hearings, correspondence ir any communication  regarding this
issue!

Sincerely,

Patti LaMontagne
15109 Abington Ridge Pl
Louisville, KY 40245
502-338-2472

Sent from my iPad

mailto:pattilam3@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Tim
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: regarding concrete plant
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 3:10:50 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett:

I'm writing as a resident of Lake Forest, where my family and I live less than 0.5 miles from
the proposed concrete plant that apparently may be built this close to our homes and schools. 
Having lived here for approx 10 years, and using the 'back' entrance to our neighborhood
(which is directly across from the proposed plant) most of those days, I find it difficult to find
words to express my dismay at the damage this plant would cause.

My concerns are numerous.  The plant itself being this close to where I live with my wife and
10 year old (both of whom have experienced major medical or health issues of their own in
recent years) makes my greatest concern our literal health and well-being.  I am aware of the
dangers regarding air quality and air pollutants this plant will bring, and find it unfathomable
that this plant would be approved this close to so many homes, a large elementary school, and
a center that serves adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities.

Beyond the literal health and well-being of the hundreds of people who would be directly
impacted, I have grave concerns about traffic, presumably including large construction grade
vehicles that will bring noise, additional pollution, damage to streets and roadways, and
additional potential danger to drivers, bikers, and walkers in this residential area.

Finally, I find it hard to understand how this process unfolded this close to my home without
my knowledge or opportunity for input earlier on. It is difficult to reach any conclusion other
than those who want the plant built knew well that it would face universal opposition.

Building this plant in this location flies in the face of the city's CHASE principles from PLAN
2040 (most obviously under those principles prioritizing Health and well-being, and those
regarding Sustainability, which likewise prioritize quality of life for our citizens).

I urge you to do whatever you can to prevent this plant from being built in this location, and
hope you will let me know what more I might do to help stop these disastrous outcomes for
my family, my home, and my neighborhood.

Tim Landrum
1315 Isleworth Drive
Louisville, KY 40245  

mailto:tj4803@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: KD Lane
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: KD Lane
Subject: Concrete Plant @ Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 7:23:10 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I want belabor the point as I am confident you have heard from many regarding this matter
and the strong opposition to the approval of the concrete plant located on Aiken Road. 
  
As has been discussed by many residents surrounding the site I just wish to join my
OPPOSITION to the approval of this plant as it relates to the CHASE PRINCIPLES from Plan
2040. 

My residence is more than 1/4 mile but less than 1/2 mile from the proposed site location. 

Having lived a short distance from the Kosmosdale cement plant in southern Jefferson County
when growing up and even though the facility made claim that dust and toxins were not an
issue, I can personally attest to the contrary. Depending on humidity and prevailing winds
there were many times our residence and cars would have a film of dust on them after being
carried through the air.  Regardless of what type filtering system is built into the plant, even
with a perfect filtration system there will be as much if not more dust from the double and
triple tandem concrete trucks.  Aiken road is narrow with heavy traffic already and my larger
concern is when traffic is backed up on Aiken the trucks start taking short cuts through Lake
Forest residential development via Aiken over Oakhurst to Arnold Palmer Blvd to US60.
Many children and many bus stops on both these roads. This mix is a fatality waiting to
happen and the residential roads are not built to withstand the weight of sixty and seventy
thousand pound loaded concrete trucks. You may recall a few years ago when my neighbors
daughter was hit and drug by a concrete truck downtown Louisville and killed while walking
on the edge of a sidewalk. 

It’s not if it will happen but a matter of when that the potential pedestrian fatality of vehicle
accident takes place in this development. A sixty thousand pound concrete truck is not an
accident when it hits a car but a catastrophe.  

I’m not sure this entire plan has been very well thought out considering, air, road access,
concrete trucks dropping materials and dust all along the way, but I just ask you to apply good
common sense in your consideration. I’m not against progress, but this is one particular
business that is digressing instead of progressing at this particular location when the sight
could just as easily been located along Avoca Road along the railroad and rock quarries.  That
would be using common sense. 

Thank you,

Kenneth D Lane
14511 Clear Meadow Court

mailto:kdlane302@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:kdlane302@gmail.com


Louisville, KY 40245

502-876-8800

kdlane302@gmail.com

mailto:kdlane302@gmail.com


From: Todd Lanham
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Aiken Road Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:20:10 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
 
I’m writing today to share my concern for the proposed concrete plant on Aiken Road, adjacent to
the Lake Forest subdivision.  The proximity to almost 2,000 homes, a church, a school, and a non-
profit center should be weighed heavily in this decision.  We have significant concerns for our health
and safety and would encourage the planning commission to disallow this project.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Best regard,
 
Todd A. Lanham
Lake Forest Resident
502-836-6451    
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential and/or privileged
material. This e-mail is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or have received this e-mail in error, please
notify the sender by replying to the sender. After notifying the sender of the error, you should
immediately delete this e-mail from your system. Please be aware that any unauthorized
disclosure, dissemination, distribution, duplication or use of the e-mail contents or any
attachments therein is strictly prohibited.

mailto:Todd.Lanham@usi.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Sung-Woo Lee
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 10:57:43 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello,
I hear that the concrete mixing plant is still planned to be constructed at the address above. As
a resident of Lake Forest, I really would like the city to take a look at dispersion of dust, e.g.,
via modeling, and any short and long term health concerns it may cause the neighboring
residents and workers.
Also, Aiken Road is a very narrow road with a school. So please consider safety concerns it
would raise.
I really hope the concrete plant doesn’t go through.
Sungwoo

mailto:sungwlz@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Jessica Leisl
To: Jay Luckett
Subject: Concrete Plant- Case 22-DDP-0098
Date: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 2:58:54 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design,

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed
Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098).   I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application.

We moved to Lake Forest in January of 2022, not knowing that the
concrete plant was already in the planning phase.  Moving to this
community was a dream for my family and now my home will be less than
1000 feet away from a concrete batch plant.  Had we known that this
was going to happen, we would have thought twice about purchasing our
home.   I'm so disappointed that this is even being considered.  I
understand that the land is zoned appropriately but there needs to be
further research than the government departments simply checking
boxes.  This plan, although scaled back, will still produce hazardous
dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust.  It is easily inhaled and
is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.  Particulate
matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health
issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development
in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and
cancer.  Would you want your family breathing this in?

Aside from the health concerns, traffic, noise, polluted water runoff,
a visual eyesore and lowered property values are also going to come
into play.  If this application is approved, be prepared to deal with
the ongoing issues that will arise.

I cannot sit by and let this happen to my family and especially my
children.  It is up to you to do the right thing.  YOU have the power
to deny this application.

Sincerely,
Jessica Leisl
14411 Forest Glenn Ct.

mailto:jessicaleisl@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Cindy Lepore
To: Cindy Lepore
Subject: 13905 Aiken Rd. Concrete Mixing Plant Concerns
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 6:41:03 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good afternoon,

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). I have recently been made aware of the
amended plan that does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional precautions added
that should have been part of the original plan); however, this unsafe facility is still much too
close to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary
school.

We are new residents to the Louisville area. We *thought* that we were moving our family to
a safe and clean area of town based on the wonderful reputation of this neighborhood and
location. We are beyond disappointed to now learn that we will live in an area that will be
covered in dust and also expose our family to hazardous particles. Unfortunately, we were not
afforded the opportunity to express our concerns the first time around. We now implore you -
as you consider this amended application - please do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. 

This new plan may be scaled back, but several problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and
many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner,
Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate
access to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher
Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken,
less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

mailto:cindyelepore@gmail.com
mailto:cindyelepore@gmail.com


Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting
the value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so
much about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in
that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects.

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

The safest and best option for all residents is to deny this application. My family lives in Lake
Forest and I cannot imagine how our daily lives will be impacted by such a facility. It will be
difficult to live each and every day wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are
playing in our backyard. As a resident off Aiken Rd. and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I am
writing to Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application. 

PLEASE speak up for us and take action(s) that will both protect and nurture residents within
proximity to this proposed facility.

Sincerely,
Cindy & Anthony Lepore
15206 Champion Lakes Place

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/fOAoC31rEWu0YA7Xtg_Ir1?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/XgvtC4xvVXu3A0Yzfxnkzi?domain=wfpl.org/


Please feel free to call us or reach out to hear about our concerns in person.



From: Trish Lewellen
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 7:42:40 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Jay,
I am writing you to express my concerns over the proposed concrete plant near Lake Forest subdivision. It is
concerning in regards to the health and safety of my family, neighbors, and  students in the area. It is disappointing
that there was ever approval for something that generates this kind of pollution so close to schools and
neighborhoods. We would like to see this project terminated. Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lewellen.trish@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Mr. Jay Luckett, AICP        October 5, 2022 

Planner II 

Planning & Design Services 

Department of Develop Louisville 

444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300 

Louisville, KY  

 

Ref: Proposed Concrete Plant  

13905 Aiken Road 

 

Mr. Luckett, 

I’m reaching out to you to voice my objection to the proposed concrete plant to be located at the above 
referenced address.  

I spent 35 years selling Portland Cement to the ready-mixed concrete industry so I’m intimately familiar 
with this type of business.  

The residential properties located all around this proposed business location, the school and other 
businesses will be negatively impacted due to the dust, noise and large increase in truck traffic.  

Assuming the majority of the concrete this company sells is 4000 PSI concrete and one uses a 1,2,3 
proportioning of Portland Cement, small aggregate and large aggregate to produce this concrete, for 
every 100 cubic yards of concrete sold the following trucks would be utilized: 

1 – Tanker truck to transport the Portland Cement (25 tons) 

3.5 – Trucks to transport the small aggregate (assuming the dump truck can haul 14 tons) 

5.35 – Trucks to transport the large aggregate (assuming the dump truck can haul 14 tons) 

14.28 – Ready mixed concrete trucks to deliver the concrete (assuming 7 cubic yard payloads) 

Assuming this company would need to sell a minimum of 25,000 cubic yards of concrete to stay in 
business, following is the increased number of trucks: 

250 – Tanker truck trips to transport the Portland Cement 

875 – Dump truck trips to haul the small aggregate (14 ton dump trucks) 

1,337 – Dump truck trips to haul the large aggregate (14 ton dump trucks) 

3,571 – Ready mixed concrete truck trips if they haul 7 cubic yards per truck 

6,033 – Total of additional truck trips added to traffic in support this business 



The above truck total does not include admixture trucks that would also be required. 

It would be interesting to know how many cubic yards this company is projecting they will sell in their 
first year of business.  

 Besides the dust issue these trucks would cause, they will also overwhelm Aiken Road when added to 
the existing traffic. I would assume a certain percentage of this company’s business will be commercial 
business, which will require early morning concrete pours, late night concrete pours and all night 
concrete pours which will cause noise issues.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Respectfully, 

Rick L. Locke 

1402 Arnold Palmer Blvd. 

Louisville, KY 40245 

Cell: 502-649-5874 

 

 

 



From: Michael Mackowiak
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed concrete plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 5:10:54 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett, 

Please include my family and me as residents vehemently opposed to the proposed concrete
plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road. 

I believe: 

1. that enough information has come forward to question whether the notification process
was carried out properly. 

2. The 1983 rezoning of that land was based upon certain binding elements that were
stipulated as legally binding. 

3. Any attempt at beneficial scheduling of truck access will be a band aid that will merely
be ignored after the initial period. 

1.  Trucking companies do not have enough drivers to wait for 'agreed' times for
access

2.  Truckers will be rushing on roads not intended for their continual access
providing for ample opportunity for accidents

4. Any 'scaling back' or 'minimizing' of the initial proposal would be to gain
acquiescence from the neighboring community and would not bind them to the limit as
business grows and changes. 

5. The windborne particulates from the plant will cause health issues in the short and long
term.

6. The noise and nuisance to the neighborhood, church, elementary school and a school for
developmentally challenged kids and adults would be horrendous. 

In simpler terms, I believe this was rushed through, via a suspect notification process and prior
land use certain binding elements that have been stipulated in law are being ignored. 

This property should not be used for such a large scale industrial use and should be re-zoned. 
It is no longer a section of land out on the far east end of Louisville in the middle of farmland. 

Sincerely, 

Michael J. Mackowiak
1015 Lake Forest Parkway
Louisville, KY 40245 

mailto:mike.mackowiak@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov




From: Denise Marceaux
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 2:42:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To Whom It May Concern:

I am extremely concerned with having huge concrete trucks using Aiken Road as a throughway for the proposed
Concrete Plant. This morning I turned right on Aiken off of Oakhurst Road. I had 3 huge trucks pass me up and I
had to slow down and pull over just so I could pass them safely. As it is a very narrow, curvy road, these huge trucks
tend to cross the yellow line frequently. The same thing happened to my husband the morning as these huge dump
trucks were driving fast and swerving in his lane. AIKEN ROAD IS CLEARLY NOT DESIGNED TO SUPPORT
THESE SIZE TRUCKS ON AN ONGOING BASIS! Coming back from my appointment, I drove the opposite way,
coming from Bush Farm Road, and in the 14000 block of Aiken, there are severe blind spots due to curves and
dense plant growth that edges the road. I think it will be extremely dangerous for families transporting kids to and
from the adjacent Stopher Elementary school on Aiken Road with possible huge trucks rounding blind corners!
There’s no place to veer off the road in these areas if you’re faced with a truck edging into your lane! Middletown is
a disaster as no one seems to be taking infrastructure supports seriously to support the new mega apartment
structure, new businesses, concrete plant, etc.

Sincerely,

Denise Marceaux

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:denisemarceaux@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Beverly Martel
To: Luckett, Jay P; Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert;

Piagentini, Anthony B.; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Proposed concrete plant
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 11:47:38 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and
many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner,
Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate
access to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher
Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken,
less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

mailto:bmartel2030@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us


Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting
the value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so
much about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in
that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant, it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand, and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects.

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Please, do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I
cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to my daughter's lungs when she
is playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

-- 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Wz3cC68xGZu8ELX2Hpy9-_?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/fWGJC73yY4UovGL5FWp_1i?domain=wfpl.org/


Beverly Martel
The Breland Group
(502) 821-5183
bmartel2030@gmail.com

mailto:bmartel2030@gmail.com


From: joshua martin
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Fwd: Revised plan for concrete plant near Stopher
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 7:43:57 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I have expressed my concerns before this revised plan and now I would like my message to be
passed on to you. The revision doesn’t change anything for the children that will spend years
around this toxic site. Thank you for your time. 

Josh Martin

From: joshua martin <joshuk21@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2022 12:45 PM
To: melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us <melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us>
Subject: Proposed concrete plant near Stopher
 
As I'm sure you've heard, there is a proposed concrete plant to be built less than a mile from
Stopher. I am including information below about all the impacts this would have on the staff
and students at Stopher.

I also want to emphasize the sense of URGENCY as work has already begun illegally at the
site without all approved permits (you can drive by the Site One entrance on Aiken to see for
yourself, the tree line has already been bulldozed and trucks/workers are there all day).

Per the Public Notice from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District that is currently
reviewing a permit for this plant it says this plant “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10,
PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate
matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations
around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions. 

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis). Studies done by the National Institutes of Health,
CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the particulate matter created by concrete and
cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung
development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer.
Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term
and life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. I also
wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete
plant could have on Stopher...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville.
https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/ Not only
is it a massive health concern due to dust, odor and other environmental impacts, but

mailto:joshuk21@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/go85CW6Kp4sGw4LMc6d9JM?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/kSUsCXDXq4I079P8iVsO92?domain=wfpl.org/


additionally, increased traffic including heavy machinery 24/7 is a major safety concern and
UNACCEPTABLE around school children. I know you are as concerned as we are, please let
me know if/how I can help in any way.

Sincerely,

Josh and Katie Martin
Parents of Stopher children



From: Katie Martin
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 10:56:53 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of a child attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying
citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT). Stopher Elementary is less than 1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphic, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

mailto:kbluemartin@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My daughter is in second grade at Stopher. I
cannot imagine living everyday wondering if her bus is going to make it to/from school
without an accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering
what is happening to her lungs when she is playing on the playground at school. DO. THE.
RIGHT. THING.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/j75QCyPA7YskmVGghZGd5m?domain=wfpl.org/


Sincerely,
Katie Martin



From: Dane Mattingly
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, October 3, 2022 1:33:03 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,

I am writing this letter with extreme opposition to the proposed concrete plant that you all are
deciding on that’s going basically in my backyard (right across the street from us). There are
20 children and 1 more on the way that are CONSTANTLY playing outside in our yards and
cul de sac. Not one spec of that harmful concrete dust is okay for these kids to breathe into
their developing lungs. On any given day we now walk outside to a cloudy hazy fog of the
dust that is already coming off the land that has been cleared over there so there is zero chance
that the same wind pattern won't carry all of that over from the plant no matter what kind of
upgraded machines they are claiming to install. We also have a hard enough time navigating
our narrow windy Aiken road dodging other buses and trucks while driving our families
around, adding all the proposed cement trucks to that equation is not acceptable. 

Threatening and putting the health and safety of our family’s at risk so Sunshine Concrete can
make a bunch of money is completely immoral and not right no matter what this land is zoned
for and what the law says. If you have the power to do what’s right and make the right
decision please do, you and your family could be thrown into a situation one day that you
didn't ask for and I am sure you would want a stand up person in charge to do what’s right. 

Thank you so much for your time and consideration of how we feel.

Thanks,

Dane Mattingly
11108 Oakhurst Rd

mailto:dmattgly@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Bill McAtee
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plant
Date: Sunday, September 4, 2022 11:58:45 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,   I am writing you to express my concern for the concrete plant planned on Aiken Rd.   To build a plant
just outside a large residential neighborhood, right next to a facility that serves adults with disabilities, and very
close to an elementary school seems like a very bad idea.  

I attended a meeting a couple of weeks ago and I asked the APCD lady(can’t remember  her name), where the
closest air control measuring device is to the location where the plant is being planned.   The answer is Cannons
lane.  

As I sure you know Cannons Ln is 13 miles west.   You also likely know that typically the weather moves west to
east.   So the emissions coming from the plant will never be measured by any device in Louisville.   I think you
would agree that that makes no sense. 

There are dozens of families with young children living within a few hundred yards the planned location.   What
impact is the plant going to have on them?   If this plant moves forward, I predict that if a child develops breathing
issues, that they will immediately go after the plant and possibly those that approved the permits.  If several children
develop breathing issues, I could see a class action lawsuit.  

I feel that everyone involved knows that building a concrete plant on the Aiken Rd location is a very bad idea.   I
can only hope that calmer heads will realize this and make sure that the final approvals are denied. 

Bill McAtee
Sent from
iPhone

mailto:macbile57@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Mike McCaulley
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: State Representative Jerry T. Miller
Subject: Proposed concrete plant on Aiken Rd
Date: Saturday, September 17, 2022 11:17:20 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Jay,

I cannot think of a worse place to locate a concrete plant.

Why would the planning commission ever think that putting a concrete plant that close to a
school and neighborhood is a good idea?

Please add my thumbs down to the rest of my neighbors.

Thank you,
Mike McCaulley
502-216-9415

mailto:zirmike11@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:jerry@jerrytmiller.com


From: Beth mcclean
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant next to Lake Forest subdivision in Louisville.
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 7:02:52 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Jay,
I am writing to voice my concern regarding the proposed concrete plant that is to be located on Aiken in Louisville. 
The CHASE principles in plan 2040 would appear to be ignored if this plant proceeds. Less than 1/2 mile from this
proposed  plant are 150+ special needs children at St. Mary’s, 770+ students at Stopher Elementary, and 200+
homes.   All of these will be effected by VOC’s, dust, noise, traffic, Diesel engines, etc.  surely, there is a less
populated area to build a plant like this.

Regards,
Beth McClean
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bmcclean119@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Carolyn McLean
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Lachlan McLean
Subject: CONCRETE PLANT
Date: Sunday, September 25, 2022 9:29:39 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi there Jay,

I am sending this email to show my opposition toward the proposed Concrete Plan.

I live on Isleworth Drive which is within a 1/2 mile from the area. 

We do NOT wish to breathe in  VOC's... dust... hear the noise or deal with extra traffic.

Please use this email as an on-the-record voice AGAINST the Concrete Plant.

Regards,
Carolyn Gaeta McLean
Homeowner

mailto:carolynmclean@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:lach3@outlook.com


From: cmcdowell@cmgfirst.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 3:48:13 PM
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CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
 
I am writing you in strict opposition to the concrete mixing plant being built in our residential
area on Aiken Road. The land that it is being built on was zoned more than 40 years ago,
prior to there being 1700 homes right across the street. I understand that everyone is doing
their job when it comes to moving through the planning and design process, but something
must be changed when we, as Louisville residents, see our children and elderly drivers
being put at risk. My church is a rocks throw away from this batch plant, our children play
outside here – the residual dust and runoff from this plant will be a major health and safety
problem.
 
Please let this be my notification to you and your office that I am pleading for you to re-
review this plan and make the necessary changes to keep our families safe.
 
Colin McDowell
Managing Broker
CMG Lending | NMLS ID 1696149
310.962.3264  | CMGFirst.com
 

 
“The best rate with the wrong strategy is much more expensive than a competitive rate with a
Certified Mortgage Advisor.”
 

mailto:cmcdowell@cmgfirst.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/IprRCDkZ64f0QGQJSLjEzw?domain=cmgfirst.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/KRWECpYoBMiKP6POHD_Ixg?domain=blink.mortgage












Rate lock requests can not be requested via email. They must be requested verbally. The
contents of this message may be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not
disseminate, disclose, copy or use this message without the permission of the author.
Nothing contained in this message or in any attachment shall satisfy the requirements for a
writing, and nothing contained herein shall constitute a contract or electronic signature. If
this message has been received in error, please delete it immediately.
 

 

 
Learn More about Colin McDowell
 

  

  
 

 
Please review our work by clicking below!
 

   
 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/TZoUCERX14IMKXK0CLZGmj?domain=mybaseguide.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/52b_CrkqBOfoXJXnSyVC_k?domain=lawire.com/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/YatECG6Xz4sGoXoOtLp3mi?domain=lawire.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/tAnwCJ6Kz5s5PMPAHW2tOX?domain=theamericanreporter.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ieJJCKr7z4hm0p0MiVmpk9?domain=nyweekly.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/KVPzCL9104h4585wHy8Buj?domain=thechicagojournal.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/_HkICzp4QZu9vVvwSVOzR2?domain=facebook.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/wVCNCM8KN4uWGmGkHAsrzy?domain=google.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ESINCBBXO4TB323RTP1sFP?domain=linkedin.com/


From: Craig Meuter
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant, CASE 22-DDP-0098, 13905Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 6:09:07 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,
Since the approval of the concrete plant construction on 13905 Aiken Road without proper notification to the
community, it as fallen on your pollution commission to take a look at the undesirable fallout from this construction.

#1 concern is the health and safety of the children in the community effected by the compromised air quality being
emitted from the proposed plant.  Since there are two schools and a church that would be immediately impacted, the
health of our children will certainly be compromised from the toxic dust released in the air they breathe.  The long
term effects from this exposure is unknown.  All residents of the surrounding neighborhoods will be adversely
effected by breathing this dust and carrying it into their homes on their clothes and on their pets.

The amended plan for the plant does not adequately address the 24/7 truck traffic on Aiken Road.  This is a narrow
road with  no shoulders that cannot safely handle the continual truck traffic especially in combination with the buses
that now travel that road.  This road was not designed for heavy equipment.

Plus the 24/7 operation of this plant, especially the noise generated by the constant heavy truck traffic, will certainly
increase the noise to unacceptable levels at all hours of the day.

Thank you for your consideration,

Jane & Craig Meuter
Lake Forest Resident

mailto:meuter@bellsouth.net
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Kimberly Maffet
To: Luckett, Jay
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Wednesday, October 5, 2022 5:43:32 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
I am a resident of Lake Forest, a healthcare professional and mother.  I am imploring you to
stop the construction of this concrete plant in east Louisville.  There are children's lives at
stake.  Stopher Elementary is literally right next door and our neighborhood is full of children. 
These large trucks are a danger to their wellbeing.  I spent years in trauma and these trucks kill
people and ruin lives far more than regular vehicles.  Also, the poisons that this plant will
emit, not only to our neighborhood but all over east Louisville will worsen allergies, asthma
and toxic conditions.  All of these are potentially fatal and hazardous to all.  You cannot
guarantee that this company will install the strongest air filters and they won't anyway due to
monetary "savings'.

There are many reasons that I am against this ill planned company.  They can bring nothing of
value to our community and only cause health and toxic issues for all. 

Please make sure that this doesn't happen.  

Thank you,
Kimberly Maffet      

mailto:kmaffet@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: maneesh mohan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 1:46:41 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello, I am a long time resident at Lake Forest. My concern is that the plant will substantially increase noise
pollution and air pollution. Plus, I believe traffic will greatly increase. What types of measure are being taken to
minimize these issues? And what if it is not well controlled? What type of actions do the resident of lake forest have
at their disposal?

Thank you.

M.Mohan

mailto:maneesh_mohan@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Denise Moser
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Objection to concrete plant across from Lake Forest
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 3:02:31 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Regarding: letter of objection.
Concrete mixing plant.
Case 22 – DDP – 0098
13905 Aiken Rd.

1. this plant is located in a terrible location and appropriately still zone M –3.

2. this plant is within 600 feet of a nearby church and many homes one home borders the property is only 150 feet
away.

3. This plant will require unstable heavy trucks to hardly navigate narrow winding roads without stoplights or
immediate access to highways there is also a public school Stopher elementary on the same road. As well as an adult
day care. Where I have taught yoga to developmentally challenged students. These trucks will be a hazardous unsafe
vehicle around the school buses and parent and children carpool. Causing heavy traffic and congestion.

4. This plant will compromise the air quality with dust particulates and diesel exhaust.

5. This plant rule result in polluted stormwater runoff onto nearby roads and neighborhoods.

6. This plant will be operational 24 seven. It will be noisy and an eyesore and will reduce our property values.
Making our neighborhood a more hazardous less desirable place for our families to live. I have lived here for over
20 years with my husband, my mother, my children and now  grandchildren. I now am a caregiver to my
grandchildren.

7. I am concerned for the future of my grandchildren as well as my neighbors families and future generations if this
concrete plant is allowed to be built so close to us.

Sincerely,
Denise Moser 14209 Woodland Ridge Drive Louisville, KY 40245. 502-552-3627.

mailto:dmoser253@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Denise Moser
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Letter of objection
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 2:46:48 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Concrete mixing plant. Case 22- DDP-0098.
13905 Aiken Rd., Louisville, KY.

My name is Denise Moser 14209 Woodland Ridge Dr. 40245.

This letter is regarding the concrete plant that is being built right on top of our neighborhood community of Lake
Forest.

I object to the building of a hazardous concrete plant which is located in an in inappropriately zoned M3.

1. This plant is within 600 feet of a nearby church and many homes one home borders the property in his only 150
feet away.

2. This plant will compromise the air quality with dust particulates and diesel exhaust.

3. This plant will require unstable heavy trucks to hurriedly navigate narrow winding roads without stoplights or
immediate access to highways.

4.This plant will cause traffic and congestion.

5.This plant will result in polluted stormwater runoff from it and nearby roads.

6. Plant will operate 24 seven with noisy pollution and also an eyesore causing reduced property values in our
neighborhood where I and my husband and family have lived for over 20 years.

7. This plant will be making our neighborhood more hazardous less desirable place for our families who are children
senior citizens and disabled challenged adults as well.

Denise Moser 502 -552-3627

mailto:dmoser253@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Charlotte Knowlton-Motz
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 13905 Aiken Road Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 1:25:30 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To all members of the development planning committee, 

My name is Charlotte Motz, I am a mother of two children who attended Stopher Elementary
school. 

I am an active Lake Forest HOA member and am in opposition to the planned construction of
the Concrete plant next to the elementary school, St. Mary’s center, Lake Forest
neighborhood, church and JCPs bus garage! 

Please consider the lack of ethics in this construction approval due to the safety concerns of
the residents, teachers, JCPs bus drivers, local church assembly. 

Do the right thing! Local pollution and dangerous traffic with road decay will occur if you
choose to proceed in allowing this harmful plant to be approved for completion. 

 If you are going to develop an area be responsible for the RESIDENTIAL ZONING across
the street and next door to this industrial area! This proposed plant is too close for comfort! 

My children are already concerned about the noise and dust from the LG quarry behind
Stopher elementary school. 

The Industrial zoning still being allowed in this local area is out of date (1982) for the
residential growth and needs of this community. 
Please correct this for the good of the people who live here! 

Please agree that  the concrete plant is not a viable plan for positive district growth. 

Thank you, 

Charlotte Motz
713 Lake Forest Pkwy, Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:knowchar@googlemail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: JAMES MUMFORD
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: James Mumford; Anita Mumford
Subject: CONCRETE PLANT
Date: Friday, September 30, 2022 8:06:16 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

This is James G. Mumford living at 14500 Fawn Hill Place  40245 in Lake Forest.
I read the newest proposal for the cement company.  I wrote a lengthy letter previously.  I remain concerned at this
time regarding the lack of infrastructure to support the heavy equipment.  These cement trucks will tear up the
already damaged, narrow roads.  Apparently, there are inadequate funds to put in decent roads.  The trucks will add
to the difficult and dangerous  access onto the roads from Lake Forest.  They also enhance the danger to school
children and churches.  I don’t believe a cement company is a healthy addition to a heavily populated area and is ill
advised. 

Sincerely,

James G. Mumford, M.D., Pediatrician

mailto:jamesbiker.jm@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:jamesbiker.jm@gmail.com
mailto:anitamum@att.net


From: Joseph Nance
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Case 22-DDP-0098
Date: Sunday, October 2, 2022 10:00:04 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I along with many homeowners and residences surrounding the proposed building site for a
concrete plant oppose this decision. My family and I worry about the noise, lighting, and
health and safety of our children by allowing this project to move forward. We also ask for the
original case to be reopened.

I have attached photos to allow the committee to see the current air quality that my family
endures since the start of this build. 

Thank you and the committee,
-- 
Joseph Nance
561-596-5055

Sender notified by 
Mailtrack

mailto:joseph.k.nance@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/EsUlC2kq2VfO2oEwtn_deT?domain=mailtrack.io
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/EsUlC2kq2VfO2oEwtn_deT?domain=mailtrack.io


From: Deborah
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Cement Plant Objections
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 5:29:29 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe



Concrete Mixing Plant  Case 22 -DDP-0098. 13905
Number one: Pollution Controls will not meet expectations of reasonable concerns of resident
in a residential  area and particularly within an immediate proximity of an elementary school.
The same above is of concern regarding water run off and drivers  of heavy equipment within
a congested area of grade school students walking, riding bikes and transported on school
buses. 
2.  There are no acceptable required compliance measures for failure to be within pollution
control standards, when nearby a residential area.
4.  No known establish noise pollution, air pollution and traffic pollution and congestion, from
other such plants, within a residential and grade school area for study and reference. 
5.  Zoning for such a facility is 40 years old, it was established when this part of the county
was wooded, farm and minimal residential living. A clear failure on the part of planning and
zoning being proactive by forecasting, the future and rezoning to be in compliance,  with what
would be obvious issues,  for a growing residential area. “Clearly” the alarm must have
sounded when plans for a proposed elementary school, to be constructed, came before the
planning and zoning board!!  
6. Additional traffic of heavy commercial equipment on Aiken Rd., Bushmill Farm Road and
other roads in the immediate vicinity, or create undue stress on the roadways, residential
drivers and Jefferson county school buses. These roads are already poorly marked, cannot
handle the traffic volume, have no red lights, caution lights, turning lanes and shoulders for
safety of vehicles in distress or involved in vehicle crash. Presently, there is No proposed
planned to remedy the safety concerns as they are. Will it take the death of someone before
these concerns are resolved, without enhancing the probability of a severe incident by adding
Heavy Commercial Trucks, which  presently are not being used in this area!! Deborah and
Guy Newcom  

mailto:deborahnewcom@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Karen Noe
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:13:53 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I wish to express opposition to the proposed building of concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Rd.  I’m sure you will hear
the same concerns from many of my neighbors - high levels of dust pollution, environmental concerns from
breathing said dust, proximity to Stopher Elementary school, noise, safety (heavy truck traffic of large vehicles on 2
lane curvy road), etc.
But the biggest issue at hand is the unethical manner in which this entire project was approved. There was no
information made available for residents to express disapproval until this thing was already a done deal and was
rubber stamped.   Got to hold my nose- this whole thing stinks!! Very underhanded. 

Karen & Glenn Noe
Lake Forest residents since 1995

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:karen.noe1008@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Rob Northcutt
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:27:28 AM
Attachments: image003.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

M. Luckett,
  I am emailing you ounce again about my concerns with a Concrete Plant being built across the
street from the north entrance to Lake Forest on Aiken Road, My home is just past the
entrance(13900 Aiken Road).
1 Health concerns
   Lung problem from fine particulates
   Cancer causing chemicals
2 Road concerns
   Large Concrete trucks
   Large triple axel gravel and sand trucks
   Aiken road isn’t wide enough!!!!
3 Property value
    This will make a huge dip in the economy of Aiken road and Lake Forest
 
Please reconsider what you allow people to do to hard working, tax paying people of Middletown.
This plant should go at the outside of town! Never this close to a residential area.
 
 
Rob Northcutt, Director of Commercial Maintenance

500 North Hurstbourne Parkway, Suite 400 ǀ Louisville, KY 40222
T: (502) 426-4800 Ext. 254 ǀ Cell: (502) 909-6406 ǀ RobNorthcutt@ntsdevco.com ǀ www.ntsdevelopment.com

 

mailto:RobNorthcutt@ntsdevco.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:RobNorthcutt@ntsdevco.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/22uwCXDXq4I093L0HVjzoH?domain=ntsdevelopment.com/



From: Toni Northcutt
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:25:43 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr Luckett,
Good morning, I would like to share with you my concerns about the purposed concrete plant at 13905 Aiken rd. I
have so many, it’s hard to know where to start. The first thing that comes to mind is Mr. Garrett/ Sunshine builders
must have known this would be unacceptable to our community, so much so, that the required letter to inform us of
the first meeting was never sent. I will swear in a court of law we never received this letter nor any of the other first
tier residents. We check our USPS informed delivery for the month of February 2022, we received nothing
regarding this matter. That in itself is very, very concerning.
My next concern is safety, if you have never driven down this section of Aiken road, I implore you to do so. It’s
curvy and EXTREMELY narrow, the poles on this road have been hit so many times, we lose electricity at least
once a year because someone hits a pole, our mailbox has been taken out a few times as well. I watch school buses
stop before the narrow area in front of our house to let a truck or another bus pass so they don’t pass these areas at
the same time. The undertaking of widening this road to insure its safety of our children to me seems unattainable
anytime soon.  It’s already bad and to add 10 or more concrete mixing trucks, dump trucks, gravel and sand delivery
trucks running all day is, to say the least, unsettling. I know Sunshine Builders said they will do what they can to
make it better…..who are we kidding, I for one can’t believe or trust that to be true because right from the beginning
they tried to put one over on us by not sending the letter.
Another concern is the air quality of a 24/7 concrete plant, I just don’t even know where to start, I recently lost my
33 year old daughter to cancer, it was a nightmare, the very word makes me ill. We don’t know if it was genetic or
environmental but I will always wonder. No one really knows if these dust particles are cancer causing but I guess if
this plant is built we’ll find out…… I really don’t want to find out, I don’t want anyone to go through what we went
through. This plant plan is just too close to a residential area.
 Finally, as there are many more concerns, I just beg you as a human being and a professional business man, please
reconsider this plan, there must be other, more industrial areas Sunshine builders can find. I know it’s zoned M3 and
that’s good on paper but as a people shouldn’t we look at other influences. I would hate to see one day down the
road a tragedy happen that could have been avoided by a stroke of a pen.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Toni Northcutt
13900 Aiken rd

Sent from my iP

mailto:tnorthcutt@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Patrick O"Daniel
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant on Aiken Rd
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 4:22:51 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I am writing in opposition of the city allowing the development of a concrete plant off Aiken road in eastern
Jefferson county by Lake Forest subdivision. 

Do not let a technicality based a 40 year old zoning decision effect the health and safety of homeowners (Lake
Forest), school children (Stopher elementary) and special needs participants (St. Mary's Center).  The property
being developed would never be zone for industrial purposes now because of the close proximity to residential
and school areas.  The health hazard from the dust and the safety hazard from the large truck traffic on inferior
roads will create a great deal of danger to the community.

I urge you to deny the development of this concrete plant.

Patrick O'Daniel
Managing Director
The Underwriters Group
E-mail:  patrick@uscky.com
Phone: 502-489-6249
Fax:      502-244-1411

PLEASE NOTE:  Coverage cannot be bound or altered via e-mail without confirmation from personnel at
Underwriters Safety & Claims.

NOTICE: This message and / or attachment is intended only for the addressee and may contain information that
is privileged, confidential and/or proprietary work product.  If you are not the intended recipient, or an
authorized employee, agent or representative of the intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain or
disseminate this message or any attachment.  Do not forward this message and attachment without the express
written consent of the sender.  If you have received this message in error, please call the sender immediately at
502-244-1343 and delete all copies of the message and any attachment.  Neither the transmission of this
message or any attachment, nor any error in transmission or misdelivery shall constitute waiver of any
applicable legal privilege.
Web Page  www.uscky.com

We are always here to help! Stay Healthy, Stay Positive, Test Negative!  

mailto:Patrick@uscky.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/MXpkCNkKX4fX5nGVUmapL_?domain=uscky.com


From: Jessica O"Daniel
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant- Case 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Sunday, September 18, 2022 2:49:58 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and
many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner,
Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate
access to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher
Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken,
less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

mailto:jessica@louisvillefineliving.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting
the value of our homes. 

The proposed concrete plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for
our families to live and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan
we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE
principles set forth in that document).

The Daily operations of most concrete plants begin around 2 to 3 am daily.  This
obviously does not fall within the 7am-9pm operating hours of heavy industrial
plants. The potential impact of the noise alone would violate Jefferson County Noise
Ordinances because of the close proximity to residential areas. This would clearly
"disturb the peace, quiet, and comfort of others." 

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects.

My daughter suffers from extreme allergies and is a chronic migraine sufferer. This would
have such an impact that we would be forced to sell our home because we are within 500 feet
of the proposed plant. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest on Winding Creek

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/sJUPCjRg5DIP94VwTWLRtF?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/brIRCkRjBEI1NyPRhVTLgF?domain=wfpl.org/


Place and I cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to my children and
pets just from going for a walk or taking a run in our neighborhood. I implore you to do the
right thing by not granting this permit. 

Sincerely,

Jessica

Jessica O'Daniel
Principal Broker for Louisville Fine Living Realty
Sales Manager for Prestige Builders
502.558.2022 call/text



From: MARGIE O"MEARA
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 1:51:52 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett:

I am writing to voice my objection to the building of the Concrete Mixing Plant on Aiken Road. 
  I have many concerns regarding this project. 

It seems that this project was approved without anyone being made aware of it.  Apparently
44 notices were mailed out but were never received.  I find this very disturbing.

This is too close to schools and the church right across from the plant (Stopher Elementary, St.
Mary's Center, St. Patrick) where traffic is heavy already.  These trucks are a danger to
everyone using Aiken Road as it is so narrow and windy without stoplights or immediate
access to highways.

My next concern is the air pollution problem.  I understand that this facility will be operating
24/7.  I do not believe this site will be environmentally safe for all the people living so close to
this location.  It will compromise the air quality with dust and exhaust from the trucks coming
and going constantly.

I am told that it will result in polluted storm water run-off from the plant and nearby roads as
well.

My last concern is the effect it will have on the property value of our homes.  I have lived in
Lake Forest for 38 years and it saddens me that our beautiful neighborhood could be polluted
with dangerous particles, dust, noise and who knows what else.

I would appreciate receiving any future notices about this case.

I respectfully request that you consider all of these concerns in making your decision.

Sincerely,
Margaret O'Meara
2415 Galloway Court
Louisville, KY  40245

mailto:maom113@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


The Highlands of Lake Forest



From: Ken and Nonie
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed concrete plant on Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2022 5:12:31 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

We are writing to you, Mr. Luckett, to register our strong opposition to the proposed concrete
plant at 13905 Aiken Road.
 
Yes, that property was zoned M3 for heavy industrial use 40 years ago, but in light of the
construction since that time of two schools (St. Mary’s Center for special needs children and
Stopher Elementary) and the very large neighborhood of Lake Forest, that zoning is no longer
in any way appropriate.  
 
Furthermore, a concrete plant a quarter mile from homes, a half mile from schools, and across
the street from Pleasant Grove Baptist Church and its historic cemetery, seems to be in direct
contradiction to the CHASE Principles of Louisville’s Plan 2040, which is supposed to guide
development of our city’s natural and built environment. 
 
As residents of Lake Forest, we are greatly concerned about the negative environmental
impact the concrete plant would have on us and all our neighbors, especially corrosive cement
dust to breathe and to settle on our homes and cars, and possible ground water
contamination from spraying that dust in an attempt to control it.  Heavy industry like this
generates considerable noise and light pollution, both in its operation and in the heavy trucks
required to transport materials in and out.  Aiken Road is a two-lane, no shoulder, country
road, already over-burdened with the residential development in the fast-growing East End,
not just Lake Forest, but additional nearby neighborhoods to the east and south, and the large
senior living facility directly across from Aiken at the corner of Bush Farm Road and Old Henry.
 Aiken Road is in no way equipped to safely handle these heavy trucks, much less the
increased traffic, especially with both St. Mary’s Center and Stopher Elementary directly on
Aiken Road, adding their own safety considerations.
 
When we read the CHASE Principles from Plan 2040, we are incredulous that a cement plant
with all its dust, noise, traffic, and pollution would EVER be considered a reasonable way to
“promote a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being” in any neighborhood,
that “citizens’ quality and quantity of life is enhanced” by such an obsolete zoning for heavy
industry in this now-residential area.  Is this a “high-quality developmental” practice?  Would
this promote “livable, walkable communities…harmonious with the natural environment”?
 Certainly not – it would greatly degrade a community that currently IS livable and walkable! 

mailto:ken.nonie@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


West End residents have long suffered increased health problems by their proximity to heavy
industry – surely “Equitable” does not mean extending those health problems to other
neighborhoods as well.  Surely ALL neighborhoods deserve to be surrounded by safe buffer
zones that protect them from the ill effects of necessary but dirty, noisy industry.
 
We ask you to seriously consider the wisdom and reasonableness of having a cement plant
built right across the street from a church and a pleasant community that is an asset to the
city of Louisville, as well as a half mile away from two schools.  The obsolete zoning of this
property for heavy industry is at complete odds with the CHASE Principles Louisville proports
to hold as the guiding force in the development of our city.
 
Sincerely,
 
Kenneth and Winona Palmgreen
14609 Lake Bluff Place
Louisville, KY 40245  



From: Kelly Parkinson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plan case 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 9:40:56 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning
I am writing in regards to the approval of a concrete plant on Aiken Rd. I am extremely concerned that the board
failed to properly research the air quality issues associated with this plant. I live nearby in the Lake Forest
Community and I also have a child who attends Stopher Elementary. The particles this plant will release in the air
will impact our neighborhood parks and the school playground. I would like to learn more about the research your
committee did regarding the impacts of breathing in this concrete dust prior to approving the construction of this
plant.

Please keep me updated on any further action regarding this case going forward. My address is 803 Lake Forest
Pkwy Louisville, KY 40245.

Thank you
Kelly Parkinson

mailto:flaherty_ke@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Bill Paul
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 2, 2022 3:08:52 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am sending this email in opposition to the Concrete company that is
trying to locate at the entrance to Lake Forest Subdivision at the
intersection of Oakhurst and Aiken.  Our home is located near this
entrance.  We live less than a mile from this site and should have
been notified of this proposed plant before it reached this far. The
proposed site is also very near Stopher Elementary and St Mary's
Center and a church.

This will put more construction trucks on a road that is already too
narrow for the traffic that uses the road daily.   The road is already
too busy given the other businesses, neighborhood traffic, and very
busy school traffic.  The road is also used as a cut-through by the
folks that live in all the new subdivisions further down Aiken Rd.
The trucks leaving the existing company, Site One Landscaping, already
have trouble making that turn onto Aiken.

In addition, the tremendous dust and pollution that will be generated
for this new plant is just unacceptable.  And if this company plans on
operating 24 hours a day, then it will also add more noise pollution
to this quiet neighborhood.  Lake Forest is a very nice subdivision
and this plant being right across one of the entrances will definitely
depreciate the property values of the homes near this entrance,
including our house.

William K. Paul
14504 Clear Meadow Court
Louisville, KY  40245

mailto:wkpaul621@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Cindy
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Liu, Emily; Hamilton, Rachael; james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.;

damong@sunshinebuildersllc.com; john@bardlaw.net; randy@frankotte.com; ldd@ldd-inc.com
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant, Case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 8:10:20 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

This email is in opposition to the SI Concrete Company that is trying to locate at the entrance to Lake
Forest Subdivision at the intersection of Oakhurst and Aiken.  My family lives within one half mile of
this proposed business.

This proposed site is also very near Stopher Elementary and St Mary's Center (a day training center
for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities).   The dust particles and pollutants will not
be safe for the children that live and go to school so close.  Not to mention the adults who already
have medical issues that this plant and the pollutants will aggravate.

This proposed concrete plant will put more concrete trucks and other heavy-duty trucks on a road
that is already too narrow for the traffic that uses this road daily.  Right now, if you encounter a truck
or school bus going in the opposite direction you are endanger of being run off the road because it is
too narrow.  The trucks leaving the existing company, Site One Landscaping, already have trouble
making that turn onto Aiken.  The company said they will add a turning lane – but I don’t see that
helping with the trucks exiting the facility.  They also said they will not have trucks going in front of
the school when the crossing guard is on duty – but they have no control over that since it will likely
be third party companies operating the trucks.  Furthermore, if they exit to English Station – that
entrance/exit if already very congested and at times there are 10-15 cars waiting to try to exit from
Aiken to English Station.  If they go the other way toward Bush Farm Road – they not only pass St.
Mary’s Center and Stopher Elementary, but it is also difficult to turn onto Bush Farm Road now. 
Neither end of Aiken has a traffic light – so you are the mercy of others to let you exit onto either
English Station or Bush Farm Road.

In addition, the dust and pollution that will be generated for this area is just unacceptable.  And if
this company plans on operating 24 hours a day, then it will also add more noise pollution to this
quiet neighborhood.  Lake Forest is a very nice subdivision and this plant being right across one of
the entrances will depreciate the property values of the homes near this entrance including our
house.   

Cindra Paul
14504 Clear Meadow Court
Louisville, KY  40245
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Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: Scott Peace
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Re: Proposed Concrete Batch Plant on Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 6:33:25 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To the Louisville Planning Commission,

Case Manager for Planning and Design

I would like to voice my opposition to the proposed Concrete Batch Plant on Aiken Road.

This plant is a terrible idea in its conception, unsupportable in its planning, and inconsistent with the
ideals set forth for the community.

With over 200 homes, a church, special needs adults, a school, and a bus depot all within close proximity,
the dust and air pollution of such a plant make it inconsistent with the Health of the community. Running
huge, heavy trucks filled with cement along the narrow, winding, hilly Aiken road along with school buses
loaded with elementary school children is horrifying. Rainwater runoff from the site covered with the small
particles of debris will inevitably end up downhill in the ponds, creeks, and lakes adjacent to the site
affecting wildlife and people. These facts will not ENHANCE the Citizens' quality and quantity of life!

The impact of this plant will NOT be natural or harmonious to the environment.

The outcome will only provide economic benefit for the Sunshine company and will not share any benefit
for the community in which it is trying to bully and abuse for it's own profit.

The proposed plant will in no way fit with the CHASE principles of the PLAN 2040 which the planning
commission has determined to uphold for the betterment of the city of Louisville. This plant can easily,
and MUST, be built in a much more rural, and safe setting.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Laurie Peace
Resident in 1/2 mile radius of proposed plant

mailto:thepeaces@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Melody Peace
To: Luckett, Jay
Subject: 13905 Aiken Rd. Concrete Plant
Date: Thursday, October 13, 2022 9:19:13 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Jay Luckett, 

I’m member of the Lake Forrest community and I’m writing you to voice my concern with
concrete batch plant being built at 13905 Aiken Rd. This entire project is a serious safety
concern due to the inevitable pollution from this plant to not only the residents such as myself
but also to the children of Stopher Elementary who will be within 2,000ft of this proposed
plant and the disabled adults at St. Mary's who will be even closer. The particulate matter air
pollution that these plants create is especially harmful to these two vulnerable communities.
This is not even touching on the pollution that will result from the traffic entering and exiting
the plant. The Houston area is already seeing disastrous effects from these plants near
residential areas. Thank you for your time and looking forward to the public hearing, 

Melody Peace    

mailto:heycallmemel@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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From: Wally Peterson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: wpeterson@twc.com
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 3:52:58 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am writing to voice my objection to the above project.  I have several concerns.
 
Aiken Road in that area is a problem.  The road is narrow with curves.  Traffic is already an issue with
a church across the street and Stopher Elementary school nearby.  I can not imagine Mixer trucks
travelling the same road with existing traffic and school buses.
 
I am no expert on air and water pollution, but I am confident you are studying the issues.
 
My final concern is the effect the project will have on home values.  I have lived in Lake Forest for 37
years and consider it one of the nicest developments in the area.  Nothing good can come of this
project.  There are ample industrial areas more suitable for this plant.
 
Our city needs growth that adds good paying jobs.  But, it must be done in a careful, thoughtful
manner with consideration of all affected by this growth.
 
I appreciate your consideration of these issues.
 
Sincerely,
Wallace T. Peterson
14824 Landmark Drive
Louisville, KY 40245
Lake Forest

Virus-free.www.avast.com

mailto:wpeterson@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:wpeterson@twc.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/unNRC5ywVYf4ONV0IO0zqp?domain=avast.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/unNRC5ywVYf4ONV0IO0zqp?domain=avast.com


From: Jason Petrie
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: PROPOSED CONCRETE PLANT TO BE LOCATED AT 13905 AIKEN RD
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:59:46 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Jay,
I am writing in response to the PROPOSED CONCRETE PLANT TO BE LOCATED AT
13905 AIKEN RD.
As a resident of the Lake Forest neighborhood, and parent of a child who attends Stopher
Elementary, both along Aiken Rd, I am very concerned.  

The plant as proposed is not appropriate for being located so close to residences, schools, and
churches.  I watched the recorded meeting where the development review committee approved
the proposal for the plant, and heard a member comment on how surprised they were that
more residents from the neighborhood did not attend the meeting to express their concerns. 
That member of the committee was right in their suspicion, and the committee should not have
approved the plan without first looking closer into why the surrounding residents were not
represented.

I am asking you to reconsider the plan after hearing from those impacted at the October 6th
Planning Commission meeting. 

We are strongly opposed, and ask that the concrete plant location be reconsidered.

Thank you,
Jason Petrie
502-797-2928

839 Lake Forest Pkwy, 
Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:jppetrie@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Eric Petterson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Case 22-DDP-0098
Date: Sunday, October 2, 2022 9:59:30 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I would like to begin by saying I know you along with your committee have a very hard
choice to make reviewing this case and many others. Like you we greatly care for this city and
love to see it grow in  a positive manner. That being said it has been brought to my attention
that zoning along with the city of Louisville have decided to no longer grant M3 zoning. Or at
least this in the information provided to me by Sunshine Builders and their attorneys. If that is
the case you along with the planning committee understand the harm zoning a parcel of land
for those uses can be to the environment along with the committee surrounding it. 

I have reviewed the proposal from Sunshine builders (both of them) and notice they are using
zoning plans from 1982 that allowed the change of zoning to M3. In that case that parcel of
land was meant to be used as a buffer from the quarry. While attending the gathering
councilman Anthony Piagentinis had at Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Emily Liu was so kind
to speak and inform all of the attendees of how zoning works and how these plans were made
possible. I ask her once again to explain how a zoning change made in 1982 that clearly states
this parcel of land is to only be used as a buffer somehow is now going to be used as a
concrete plant.

My family and I are against this plan along with the first plans as well. We ask you, and the
committee to reopen the first case and overturn your decision.

Thank you,

Eric Petterson     

mailto:epeterson1000rr@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Jen Pitts
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: concrete mixing plant - case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Rd
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 3:50:07 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Jay, 

I'm guessing this email doesn't come as much of a surprise these days, but I'd like to share my
concerns about the proposed concrete plant nonetheless. As a resident of Lake Forest, I'm
somewhat shocked that this project was ever given the go-ahead in the first place. While the
area remains zoned for such purposes, that zoning was decided decades ago and no longer
accounts for the 1,700+ homes in close proximity to the site of the proposed plant. I drive by
the site daily and can't believe that it may soon be home to a concrete plant, however large or
small. I look at the homes directly next to and across the street, imagining the impact on those
residents in terms of air quality, noise, and other disruptions. I worry that the air quality
especially will suffer for many who live in the area, though those effects may not be fully
realized until years from now when we all begin receiving diagnoses of cancer or other severe
issues. By then, it will be too late. 

We moved into Lake Forest because of its suburban feel and the care that most members of
the community put into their properties. Had we known there would be a concrete plant within
less than a mile of our home, we would likely have made another decision. My husband and I
have three young children, and I would never want to jeopardize their health in such a big way
if I could help it! We are also in real estate, and can say with certainty that property values will
be impacted significantly for homes around the plant. 

I drive on Aiken Road regularly to go to work, run errands, and take my children back and
forth from sports practices. This road is NOT safe for large cement mixers and similar vehicles
to use constantly. There are many turns with almost no shoulder and no visibility. There are no
traffic lights at either end, already causing long waits for everyone trying to turn onto Bush
Farm or English Station. Visibility at the Aiken / Bush Farm intersection is terrible, and
wrecks (or near misses) are frequent. The damage to Aiken Road from other industrial
vehicles already using it is a regular nuisance. My entire vehicle could fit inside the potholes
currently existing in the Aiken / English Station right turn area, and the ones where you turn
off Bush Farm onto Aiken aren't much better. All of this goes without mentioning the fact that
there is a SCHOOL right by the concrete plant with children crossing the road and cars backed
up in every direction during morning and afternoon carpool. 

I understand business, and usually champion people's ability to start or grow their own
companies; however, this development comes at the expense of many other people's health,
safety, and well-being and I cannot support it. There are ample more-isolated areas nearby
where building the plant would be more appropriate. I hope you and others will decide the
same and deny the application for the concrete plant at this location. 

Thank you for your time,

mailto:jenpitts82@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Jen Pitts
14904 Landmark Drive



From: Theresa Plummer
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plant case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 5:12:38 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

The concrete batch plant planned for Aiken Road is a total catastrophe waiting to happen.
How approval for this plant passed, without feedback from the residents nearby, is criminal.
Have you ever driven Akin Road from English Station to Bush Farm? It is a narrow, windy country road without
shoulders. Utility poles line one side and several are very close to the roadway. There was a fatality several years
ago on Akin and these poles have been hit numerous times.
Bicyclists use this country road. School busses use this road. How in the world can a school bus and a large concrete
truck pass on that road. How about two 9’6” wide concrete trucks passing on a 18’-20’ with a 0’-1’ shoulder? That
is Akin Road.
I vote and I am totally against this plant.
Theresa Plummer
2203 Arnold Palmer Rd
502-558-3653
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:tplumm71@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Terri Plummer
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete batch plant Akin Road
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2022 3:27:30 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

As residents of Lake Forest, we are very upset at the possibility that this plant will be given the green light.
This site is within breathing distance of a school, huge subdivisions, St Mary’s Center and other non industrial
zones.
Aiken Rd is already over used, narrow and curvy.
The possibility of a tragedy is very real.
School busses and large trucks will not fit
on that road. Just this week. I followed a large dump truck down English Station to the three way stop at Akin and
Bush Farm
His driver side front and rear wheels were across the yellow dividing line the entire way.
Luckily, he never met a car or truck coming from the opposite direction because there would not have been much
room
For him to slide to the very slim shoulder.
The dust, noise, and health issues should
Automatically be reason to deny this permit.
We live here and we vote.
Mark and Theresa Plummer
2203 Arnold Palmer Blvd 40245
(502)558-3653

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:tplumm71@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Mark Plummer
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Terri Plummer; Mark Plummer
Subject: CONCRETE PLANT - 13905 Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:32:45 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

    As a small business owner, I appreciate the need and desire for new businesses, new employment and
new tax dollars.
However, I think it needs to be balanced by respect for neighborhoods, environment and quality of life.

    The proposed concrete plant is unrealistically close to parts of Lake Forest subdivision and WILL
spread unhealthy and undesirable dust across parts of the neighborhood.  It will also add numerous
concrete truck trips up and down narrow Aiken Rd.  Although it has been promised that these trucks will
not use parts of Aiken Rd in front of Stopher Elementary, there will be no law restricting that use.  That
part of Aiken Rd gives easy access to the Snyder Freeway.  GPS devices used by many drivers will route
these trucks past the school.  It is naive to think that concrete trucks will not choose that route.  i invite
you to follow a concrete truck down narrow Aiken Rd and view how much of the width of the road is taken
up by the truck. 

    In addition to these reasons,  please consider that no one in the neighborhood was given notice of the
plan to build this dirty plant.  Please respect the residents of Lake Forest desire for clean air and
environment as well as the safety of those who use Aiken road every day.

Respectfully,
Mark Plummer
2103 Arnold Palmer Bl.
Louisville, Ky. 40245 

mailto:mplumm69@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:tplumm71@yahoo.com
mailto:mplumm69@yahoo.com


From: Nick Pozaric
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 5, 2022 3:21:00 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,

Sorry to bother you today but I am sending this now while I can.  I don't even know where to
begin with this plant and how it slid in here under the cover without anyone knowing about it
being able to voice their concerns, frustrations etc.  
I live in the Lake Forest Highlands and my house backs up to AIken and is one short mile to
the proposed site.  I drive Aiken on a daily basis and it's almost unusable now at times in its
current state and I can't even begin to imagine how awful it will be with cement trucks and
other traffic on it if this plant gets approved.  
I know how the area is zoned but how can a plant of this nature be allowed in this close
proximity to so many homes, a school, and St. Marys?  I have been reading all the studies and
there is no way this ends well for the Lake Forest or surrounding areas.

Please do the right thing and stop this project!

Nick Pozaric,
2307 Cleanry Ct.
Louisville, KY. 40245

mailto:npozaric@gmail.com
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From: Gabriel Prajescu
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 10:26:53 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good day Mr. Luckett,
 
I am writing you regarding the Concrete Plant project approved to be built near Lake Forest. I find it
a very dangerous project for our health and the physical and mental health of our children. They say
that some filters will be installed, but there is no such a thing that can do a 100% dust filtration . Our
roofs will be all white because of the dust falling all over the place. The approval of such a project
would be against our efforts to live in a natural and healthy environment and the quality of our life
would drop dramatically. We don’t want to be scared and stressed to go out for a walk thinking all
the time that the air we inhale is contaminated.
Had we have been informed properly about this plant, we wouldn’t be today in this situation. I think
that we, the citizens of this City, deserve to be engaged in the decision-making processes.
 
I am looking forward to the day when this project will be rejected.
 
Thank you,
 
Gabriel Prajescu
Lake Forest Community Association
1214 Winding Creek Place
Louisville, KY 40245
(502) 724-1670
 

mailto:gabriel_prajescu@hotmail.com
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From: Ionelia Prajescu
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Ionelia Prajescu
Subject: Concrete plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 4:33:40 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good afternoon Mr. Luckett,

I am writing to you regarding the proposed concrete plant to be located at
13905 Aiken Road.

We are a couple who have happily lived for about 12 years in Lake Forest.
We started to plan our retirement and we need to move closer to our
children, out of Kentucky, so, a month ago, we decided to put our house
on the market.

Three weeks ago, we received a good offer, we agreed on the price and
on the conditions and on Monday, September 19th, we were supposed to
have the home inspection.

Unfortunately, the buyer's agent called us the day before the inspection
with the bad news that her client decided not to pursue the transaction due
to the concrete plant that is being built next to us. The buyer spent few
days evaluating the impact of the trucks going back and forth on Aiken
road and he noticed the plant that is being built there. This is heavily
impacting us and the houses around us two-fold:
1- house prices start to go down so we are losing the opportunity to sell it
now when the market is still relatively high
2 - The concrete plant is devaluing the houses that are nearby, so we will
lose a significant amount of money that can go to $100,000 or even
higher.

Our buyer and us find it a very dangerous project for our health and the
physical and mental health of our children and grandchildren. Even if
some filters will be installed, there will always be some dust escaping
since there is no such a thing like a 100% dust filtration. Our roofs will be
all white because of the dust taken by the wind and falling all over the
Lake Forest community. 

The approval of such a project would be against our efforts to live in a
natural and healthy environment and the quality of our life would drop
dramatically. We don't want to be scared and stressed to go out for a walk
thinking all the time that the air we inhale is contaminated. 

mailto:sprajescu@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:sprajescu@gmail.com


Moreover, did those who approved this project analyze its impact on the
pollution so close to a residential area and on the traffic on Aiken Road,
English Station Road and beyond? Do they ensure the
infrastructure needed for this ugly addition to the area? Isn't it enough that
all the people who moved in the new residential developments travel on
the same narrow roads built many years ago? 

Had we been informed properly about this plant, we wouldn't be in this
situation today. I think that we, the citizens of this community, deserve to
be engaged in the decision-making processes, before a project like this
starts to be built. We live less than 0.5 miles from the concrete plant and
we, like all our neighbours, did not receive any information about this plant
beforehand.

The fact that a piece of land is zoned "industrial" doesn't mean that any
kind of enterprise can be approved, especially if it is a health hazard.

We understand that the association started some action against the
construction of this plant. In response, the concrete plant changed their
plans and they applied for the approval of a smaller concrete plant than
initially designed. The fact that the plant is smaller is not going to make
any change on the health-hazard and on the devaluation of our houses.

In hope that this project will be cancelled, we would like to thank the
Planning Committee for taking our voices into consideration.

Thank you,

Silvia Prajescu,
1214 Winding Creek Place,
Louisville, Ky, 40245



From: William Price
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed Concrete Plant for Aiken Road Adjacent to Lake Forest Subdivision.
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 5:58:38 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

As a Lake Forest resident since 1994, I am opposed to the construction of a concrete plant
across from a Lake Forest entrance at Oakhurst and Aiken Road.

1.  Aiken Road is a two lane road which cannot handle heavy truck traffic which this plant will
create, causing dangerous situations for the LF residents, school buses, church members and
treatment center occupants.
2. The pollution and rock debris on roadways are likewise harmful for our residents. 

Health and safety should be a prime consideration for all affected by this proposed plant. It
should be located away from residential areas!

Carol Price

Get Outlook for iOS
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Jay Luckett, AICP 

Jay.luckett@louisvilleky.gov 
Planner II 
Planning & Design Services 
Department of Develop Louisville 
444 South Fifth Street, Suite 300 
Louisville, KY 4020 

October 3, 2022 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My husband and I live near the Lake Forest Country Clubhouse and we use the exit by Stopher 
Elementary on Aiken Rd every day.  Aiken Road is narrow and curvy and we feel the additional truck 
traffic would make it more dangerous especially by the school.  The additional large trucks would also 
cause a lot of wear and tear on the road itself.   

If the trucks go to English Station Rd on their route, it would make that intersection more congested and 
dangerous than it is right now during peak hours.  During the daytime peak hours it gets quite backed up 
for vehicles to turn left onto English Station.  This always gets worse when traffic is diverted from Gene 
Snyder due to accidents, etc. 

Besides the danger of the trucks and wear on the road there is the issue of the dust, noise and overall 
pollution.  Concrete trucks typically operate all hours including nighttime hours to accommodate their 
customers’ needs.  I do believe the noise and dust would be very aggravating to the Lake Forest 
residents especially the ones in the back of the neighborhood around the golf course. 

Please relay our concerns to the appropriate people. 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda and Lewis Prince 

Ljprince9@optonline.net 

Laprince9@optonline.net  

14808 Landmark Dr 

Louisville, KY  40245 

mailto:Jay.luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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From: Chris & Laura Pruniski
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing plant, Case 22-DP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 8:26:05 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I am strongly urging you to reconsider the application for proposed concrete mixing plant at 13905 Aiken Road.

It is unfathomable to think that this plant may be built directly adjacent to a 1800 home housing development (Lake
Forest), much less about a quarter mile from an elementary school.  This facility, along with the incoming/outgoing
cement truck traffic, will be a nightmare and a huge potential risk to our neighborhood.  Within the last month, I
have followed 3 cement trucks in our neighborhood.  The last one entered the neighborhood off Aiken Road on to
Oakhurst Rd, turned right on Arnold Palmer Rd, and then left on Forest Oaks out the back of the neighborhood. 
There is some construction on Beckley Station Rd, so I thought he might have been going to that job site, but instead
it went the other direction past St Patrick’s School.  He was clearly “cutting through” the neighborhood, and was on
his phone while passing several children out playing along the way.  On of my best friends daughters was tragically
killed by a cement truck 8 years ago, and drug her body half way across the 4th St bridge.  The driver at the time
simply said “I didn’t see her”.

The roadways in and out of Lake Forest are filled with Mom’s driving car pool (many times running late to get the
kids to school on time), kids riding bikes, young new drivers taking to  the streets for the first time, and having
caravans of cement trucks on the surrounding roads, or worse, cutting through the neighborhood to save time, not
being able “to see” the kids scares me to death.  Aiken Road has become one of the major artery roads in and out of
the neighborhood.

This is on top of the documented environmental health risks of having this plant so close to many homes, churches,
and kids playing at recess at school.

Clearly had the neighborhood been informed of the initial meeting on the proposed plant, we would have showed up
in force to voice our objections.  Cannot understand how we were not informed…regardless of what was stated in
the affidavit.

There is no question that we may need a cement mixing plant on the east side of Louisville to support the growth on
this side of the city, just NOT ON THAT SITE!!!

I beg that you reconsider allowing the plant to built at 13905 Aiken Road that will be detrimental and potentially
dangerous to so many Louisville residents and children.

Thank you,

Chris Pruniski

mailto:pruniski1@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Beth
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 12:28:39 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr Luckett, 

I hope this email finds you well.  I am writing to you to voice my concerns about the Concrete
Mixing Plant which is being constructed near my home.  There are 5 homes between me and
the Concrete Plant.  I was only notified it was being built when the ground clearing actually
started.  After learning what this project entails, I have so many concerns.  

My Health and the health of my family: the Dust and Odor coming into my home 24/7
since it's their intent to operate it 24/7. Disgusting! I work every day to give my children
a safe and healthy home to grow up in.  I don't need even more pollution filling our air
space. What will the long term consequences be living with the dust from a concrete
plant? Will silica be used in their processes, which is known to cause cancer?!  I don't
want to be part of an experiment to see if this causes cancer later in my life or my
children's lives!!!
Environmental: we don't need more trees taken down and less green space in order to
build yet another concrete plant. Where will the pollution from this plant go? Will it run
down my street, since it sits at the top of the hill? Will it be our ground water and soil?
The same ground we grow vegetables for our families to eat?
Safety & Traffic: large vehicles frequenting a street right next to where children play and
school buses transporting children daily. Increased traffic to an already overly congested
area. I've watched many large tractor trailer trucks LITERALY get stuck in the mud on
Aiken because the road is too narrow for large trucks. They've had to be towed out and
the street closed until that happens. The street constantly needs repairs due to the
large trucks that already use it every day. How many times a year does the city already
have to repair Aiken due to all the large trucks that use it and destroy the road?  How
will these large trucks pass other vehicles, including school buses, on a road with no
shoulders? There is no highway access from Aiken or traffic lights to get off Aiken. I
already have to drive to the front of the neighborhood to leave, otherwise I sit in the
parking lot known as Aiken. Large concrete trucks will only add to this already
dangerous traffic situation.

I am looking forward to the re-opening of this case, so I can publicly voice my opinion in
opposition for this project, a right I was denied earlier this year when I wasn't notified.  

mailto:beth_raisanen@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


I appreciate any help you can provide to stop the madness of this project. Everything about
this project reeks of greed and selfishness, all the while harming the community of people
around it. 

Regards,

Beth Wilson
11200 Oakhurst Road
Louisville, KY 40245



From: Kristina Raque
To: Luckett, Jay P; Liu, Emily; john@bardlaw.net; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; rachel.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov; randy@frankotte.com;

Kirchdorfer, Robert; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 6:29:50 AM
Attachments: 8D9B0143-0D55-43CE-857C-EB35472159FD.png
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CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe

Dear Louisville Metro Planning & Design,

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken
Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional
precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL
TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school. 

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro
Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer disappointment
with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original application. The scale, volume
and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the
same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is
zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools and
a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home
borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes OCCUPIED WITH
TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info
below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a
narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are school
buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on
Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along
with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That is
untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby roads
into Lake Forest.

*Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go to
school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with
the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during review
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of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as
the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a
history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air
emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain types
of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be easily inhaled
and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling
(inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for example, show
that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in
children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and
cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-
threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant could
have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete
mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE
NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE
THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT.
THING.

Sincerely,
Kristina Raque, Lake Forest Resident, Concerned Mother of Two Young Children 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/gEdmC2kq2VfOxEYysnptXW?domain=wfpl.org/




From: S RATMIROFF
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Carol Ratmiroff; Kim@lakeforestky.com; Kim Brice; Jennifer Fraser
Subject: Help with questions - Lake Forest Concrete Plant
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 6:06:43 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning,
I was referred to you by the Lake Forest Association.

Please consider providing answers to the questions below relating to the Concrete Plant.

1) Expected hours of operation?
2) Expected daily truck shipments?
3) Expected noise level?
4) Expected dust levels?
5) Expected  VOC discharge?

Thank you very much.
Sergio Ratmiroff
1600 Wood Thrush Trace
Louisville, Ky 40245
Ratmiroff@aol.com
(502) 417-5974

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Ann Redmond
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Letter of Objection to Concrete Mixing Plan on Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 4:21:17 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett
I am writing to object to a Concrete Mixing Plant being built in a residential area on Aiken Road.

My family has lived in their Lake Forest home for 24 years.  We've seen a great deal of residential and
commercial growth during that time, but absolutely shocked that someone in Metro Government would
approve this type of facility on the same street as a JCPS school, within 600 feet of a nearby church and
in a location that boasts homes in a quiet neighborhood.

This facility will cause traffic and congestion.  In addition, it will require large trucks to share a narrow and
windy road with school buses and cars with no nearby stop lights.  This alone is an "accident waiting to
happen".

We are adamantly opposed to this Concrete Plant and will join our neighbors in doing everything in our
power to stop it!

Sincerely,
Ann Redmond
502-262-6692

mailto:annredmond112@gmail.com
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From: Barbara Reece
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 13905 Aiken Road Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:14:10 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Please stop the construction of the concrete plant on 13905 Aiken Road.  This is not an appropriate
business for this area due to odor, safety, nuisance, noise of plant & trucks, pollution from trucks and
plant.  It is in too close proximity to a public elementary school and a nice residential neighborhood where
families gather and children play.  

Traffic congestion is a real problem now at the intersections off Aiken Road.  Then, by adding dangerous
dump trucks to area will only cause more congestion and possibly serious accidents.  What will keep the
concrete trucks and dump trucks from using the Lake Forest Community streets for alternative traffic
patterns?  Please stop the project.  It is unbelievable that this concrete plant  has progressed this far with
the planning commission.  

A very concerned resident

Barbara Reece
15014 Forest Oaks Drive
Louisivlle, KY 40245

502-767-8486

mailto:fchsap@yahoo.com
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From: Tyler Reynolds
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 22-DDP-0098 Concrete Batch Plant 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 30, 2022 3:05:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Jay,

Please note my objection to Sunlight and/or any other individual/entity's proposal to
develop land located at 13905 Aiken Road. My child attends daycare at Building Kidz off
Bush Farm just in front of Aiken Road. He will also attend Stopher Elementary in the future. 
Based on the proposed location and design of the concrete batch plant I vehemently
oppose the plan and do not believe approval is warranted under current law. As an
attorney I have extension thoughts on the matter, but will only highlight five for the
committee's consideration.

First, the plan does not comply with Plan Certain 9-62-82 terms and conditions that were
placed on the parcel prior to the development of the rock quarry. The proposed plan does
not even reference it. Instead, the revised plan and the prior plan seek to transform the
community landscape buffer into a heavy industrial site. Restrictions were placed on this
parcel and the Otte family should have been fully aware of those limitations. Denial on this
basis is alone is mandated.

Second, the proposed roads used to access the proposed plant will impede traffic, create
road hazards, and further damage and deteriorate the roads.  Aiken is a narrow windy
country like road. Large wide concrete trucks, motor-carriers, and tractor-trailers already
have a difficult time traversing it without crossing the yellow line. Moreover, the rock quarry
trucks are not allowed on this road and since this is an extension of the rock quarry's prior
site plan, this plan too must abide by those limitations. 

Third, the noise from the concrete trucks, the operation of the plant, and the heavy
equipment needed to service and provide raw materials to the plant will create a nuisance
beyond what is reasonable for the area given the restrictions placed on it with Plan Certain
9-62-82. Concrete trucks are typically loaded early in the morning and the proposed buffer
and berm do not adequately address this issue. 

Fourth, their are major health and pollution concerns related to the proximity of the batch
plant.  From water runoff to air pollution this site is not feasible for this type of heavy
industrial operation. Not to mention the dust and debris from the trucks that will overtake
portions of Lake Forest and Aiken Road.

Fifth, the plan as drafted is deficient. It failed to attached referenced materials and as a
result legally fails any administrative review.

I appreciate your review of this e-mail and would request this application be DENIED.

Sincerely,

Tyler Reynolds
Lake Forest Resident
270-543-1750

mailto:tylerreynolds@yahoo.com
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From: Peggy Richardson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant on Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 6:38:27 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,

For 24 years my family and I have lived on Oakhurst Road. It has been a peaceful, friendly and convenient place to
live. All in all a delightful street to walk with my children on, and now grandchildren, as well as various pets along
the way. Until this summer, when all of a sudden without any warning I notice bulldozers and heavy equipment
tearing up trees across from the entrance to our road. I am absolutely shocked to learn that a concrete plant will be
built a half mile from my driveway. How can that be?! We were not consulted. We had no idea this was even being
considered. Of course we on Oakhurst Road are understandably extremely upset! Now we have to realize the
consequences and worry about our devalued property, not to mention our health and peace of mind. All have been
disparaged greatly, both monetarily and morally. And why? For the sole purpose of aiding already rich, greedy and
single minded businessmen to swoop in and take advantage of a community of citizens, who have been minding our
own business and living peacefully among ourselves for years.

Please stop this process! Please persue legal action to reverse this concrete business from building at the end of
Oakhurst Road and encourage them to relocate somewhere farther away from our community, or any community!!

Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns.

Peggy and Ron Richardson

Peggy Richardson
pir621@gmail.com

mailto:pir621@gmail.com
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From: Ron
To: Luckett, Jay
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 9:48:31 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay:  Mu konly question is how did the concrete pass without a
Discussion with the surrounding neighbors. Could be not picked out a place that little impact no impact to our
favorite place to live on Loiisville? 
Just a question
Thanks
Ron Richardson

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:grr33grr@gmail.com
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From: Bob Ring
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Opposition to the permit for the cement plant on Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 5:13:45 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am a Lake Forest resident just down the street from the proposed cement plant on Aiken
Road.  My address is 11205 Oakhurst Road.

 

I am opposed to the proposed cement plant and was just recently informed that this project
was moving forward.  I never received any official notice that there was a hearing to review
the permit for such an operation

 

I am opposed for these reasons:

 

1.        There will be noise and dust that will affect my health and home value.  We already have
a rock quarry that generates noise and dust through their operations.  Rodgers quarry operation
also blasts each day which rocks our home foundation.   The cement factory will just add to
this situation.

2.       2.  Aiken Road was not built to accommodate all the heavy truck and bus traffic that
already exists on the road.  We currently deal with potholes and traffic congestion at each end
of Aiken Road.  There are no stoplights to help traffic move.  Stopher Elementary School is
just down the road and that traffic generates significant traffic each day.  T I have not seen any
plans to put in stoplights to even deal with current traffic problems.

3.       This does not help the environment in our neighborhood.  I can’t envision how the trucks,
sand, rocks, cement is going to help lower temperatures around us nor can I see how the plant
could possibly blend into the neighborhood settings with the natural landscaping.  How is this
a green initiative?

4.       I don’t know how this permit could be equitable to me or other Lake Forest residents.  We
have had no input into the decision.  There is also a church, a school for handicap children and
an elementary school which will also suffer from the new plant.

 

Please consider the effect this permit would have on this neighborhood and deny the
application.

mailto:rring25br@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


 

Thank you,

-- 
Bob Ring
502.303.1207



From: Jon Robinson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant Objection
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 3:23:46 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay Luckett, AICP

Planner II
Planning & Desing Services
Department of Develop Louisville
444 South Fifth Steet, Suite 300
Louisville, KY
 
Hello Jay,
 
I am writing to you concerning my objection to the concrete plant proposed 13905 Aiken Rd across
from the Lake Forest neighborhood. There is an obvious concern for the health and safety of Lake
Forest and other surrounding neighbors that this plant will threaten.  Not only from heavy cement
and material delivery trucks traversing narrow two-lane road not initially intended for this type of
traffic, but also has close proximity to an elementary school, a school for developmentally disabled
teens & adults, and a church. In addition to the dangers presented by the heavy machinery, one
needs to also recognize the noise pollution that will be created by the mixing facility, as well as the
large diesel engines of the trucks not to mention the noise of backup alarms that will undoubtedly
be on this equipment. 
 
In my opinion, the Planning & Design Services team needs to carefully review the letter sent to the
commission on September 20, 2022, by Kim Brice.  This letter details the stipulations originally
agreed to when the zoning for this property was changed.  For your reference, it is called Plan
Certain 9-62-82. That plan clearly articulates the standards for the approved zoning change. A lot of
time has passed since that zoning appeal was made and it is understandable why some of this
criteria was missed when the application for the concrete plant was made.  But now that it is known,
it would be expected that the city will uphold the original agreed to zoning restriction for this
property. 
 
Thanks for hearing my concerns.
 
Respectfully,
 
Jon Robinson
14404 Willow Grove Circle
Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:jrobinson.ky@gmail.com
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From: kim robinson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: concrete plant objection
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 9:21:31 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay Luckett, AICP

Planner II
Planning & Desing Services
Department of Develop Louisville
444 South Fifth Steet, Suite 300
Louisville, KY
 
Hi Mr. Luckett,
 
I am writing to you to express my  objection to the concrete plant proposed at 13905 Aiken Rd
across from the Lake Forest neighborhood. There is an obvious concern for the health and safety of
those that live in the vicinity that this plant will threaten.  Additionally, the roads in this area were
not created to handle the increased truck traffic that has already exponentially increased on the two
lane roads in the area.  It often takes literally 30 minutes to traverse what used to be a 5 minutes
ride. The proximity to Stopher Elementary School is also a major concern for numerous reasons I'd
be happy to discuss if you are interested.  
 
I am asking that the Planning & Design Services team please carefully review the letter sent to the
commission on September 20, 2022 by Kim Brice.  This letter details the stipulations originally
agreed to when the zoning for this property was changed. A lot of time has passed since that zoning
appeal was made and it is understandable why some of this criteria was missed when the application
for the concrete plant was made.  However, now that it is known, I am asking you to please respond
appropriately.
 
Thank you for hearing my concerns.
 
Respectfully,

Kim Robinson
Lake Forest resident
502.345.1387
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From: piprob@aol.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed Concrete Plant on Aiken Road, 40245
Date: Sunday, October 2, 2022 2:54:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Attn: Planning & Design Services
Dept of Development - Louisville

Re:  Proposed Concrete Plant on Aiken Road, 40245 

Dear Mr Luckett:

I recommend that the Planning Commission reject/deny the proposed construction of a concrete
plant on Aiken Road, 40245.

As you are aware, Aiken Road is clearly a "country road" that is already overly congested, primarily with
residential and some commercial traffic,
which is further impeded by the Avoca railroad crossing.

To permit the development of a large-scale, heavy-industrial complex in such a location will only serve to
magnify the congestion on a
very narrow and winding 2-lane road that has several blind spots along the way.  And on school days,
Aiken Road is further jammed with 
traffic from buses and parents chauffeuring their elementary children to and from Stopher School. 

East Jefferson County has grown precipitously over the last few years with little apparent regard for traffic
density.  New developments
have been allowed to proceed with little or no restrictions, while our primary and side roads have
remained unchanged -- narrow, winding,
and increasingly congested.

There are so many already-established industrial areas in the county where a concrete plant would be
more suitably located.

Thank you for your consideration in this regard.

Sincerely,

Phillip Robinson
1907 Arnold Palmer Blvd
40245

mailto:piprob@aol.com
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From: Rowland, Jeanette
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Opposed to Concrete Plant!
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 12:21:30 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am writing this note in opposition to the proposed concrete plant on Aiken Road.  I reside inside of the .5 mile
radius of the proposed plant and am very concerned!

Initially I will share that I was totally unaware and unnotified of such construction until I saw equipment bulldozing
the area.

As a resident in close proximity, my concerns are two fold. 

 I am quite concerned about the  environmental issues related to dust, noise, emissions, runoff, and traffic.  I
can opening attest that this area can not currently sustain the traffic flow, especially with the addition of St.
Mary's and Stopher. Traffic is horrific and the ability to get in and out of the area, especially during peak
traffic hours, in nearly impossible.  Adding additional traffic to the area is unimaginable and functioning
with no traffic lights in dangerous, at best. The roads are also twisty and falling apart quite often and excess
weight will not help the issue.
Having a concrete plant right next to a residential community will directly impact the value of said homes.
There are numerous plots of land that could comfortably support the concrete plant without directly
impacting the homeowners. 

I ask that you please rezone this area and not allow the concrete facility to be built.  

Thank you - 

Jeanette Rowland
14412 Forest Glenn Court
Louisville, KY 40245

-- 

mailto:jrowland@stpatlou.org
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From: Erin Rowland
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed Concrete Plant on Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:52:46 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I am writing to you today from my laptop. I’m in a waiting room at IU Methodist for my monthly clinic visit. I come
here every month and visit the Transplant Clinic where they take x-rays, do bloodwork, and study my pulmonary
function; I’ve been coming here for 3 years since I received a life-saving single lung transplant in August of 2019.

This proposed concrete plant will surely disrupt traffic on Aiken Road, which I traverse every day, multiple times a
day. It’s already decades behind in infrastructure repairs, has no shoulder, and has telephone and electric poles so
close to the road that people run into them coming around the many curves once a month. In regular cars, without
competition from huge vehicles. To say nothing of the buses that run back and forth along Aiken serving children
from both Crosby, Eastern, Stopher and St. Patrick’s, several of which have gotten stuck on the turns in the road
over the years because it’s so narrow.

The use of heavy machinery and concrete mixer trucks will no doubt further hinder travel on this road. If a bus is
traveling one direction and a concrete mixer truck another? Neither wins, I can assure you.

This plant will no doubt spread its toxic combination of silica and fumes across a one mile area surrounding it. This
area includes the playground on which my 4th grader plays during recess each day.

Mr. Garrett is in the business of making money and I have no issue with capitalism and economic progress. This is
not a personal issue with regards to Damon Garrett, but it is absolutely 100% personal to me, to my children, to my
family, to my ability to continue living.

If this plant is allowed to open and produce noxious output - to fill the air surrounding my home with dangerous
particles that have been (over and over) proven to cause long-term health problems for those who work in and LIVE
IN the areas surrounding them - I could literally die. This isn’t drama. This isn’t me overstating the case. On
immunosuppressants for as long as I have left to live, inhaling these particles could, literally, damage the one
remaining lung I have and leave me dying. Again. I will not allow that.

I have 5 children to raise and live as healthy a life as I can so that I can watch them grow up. Damon Garrett and this
proposed concrete plant will NOT limit the time I have left on this earth with my family. It is YOUR job to stop this
plant. My life depends on it.

Sincerely,

Erin Rowland
Resident, Lake Forest

mailto:rowlandmom5@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Frank Ruley
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Donna Ruley
Subject: Concrete Plant in Lake Forest
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 11:18:11 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
This project has already started to decrease property values in our subdivision! It is a travesty that such a heavy
industrial plant is allowed this close to a neighbor hood.

Please come to your senses and refuse this zoning!

Frank M Ruley
Lake Forest Resident
502-396-3955

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:frsunrise@gmail.com
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From: John Russo (johrusso)
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: CONCRETE PLANT
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:20:10 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good afternoon Jay,
 
Writing in complete opposition to a concrete plant in a residential area.  Lake Forest area is already
highly congested due to all the building in recent times.  The roads are not equipped to handle giant
trucks and additional load.  Ultimately the residents of this highly desired area are negatively
impacted.  Dirt, Dust, emissions, traffic, decreased property values and noise are among the
concerns I have.  Speaking as a longtime area homeowner, the existing quarry is bad enough we
simply cannot have another industrial mess in this area.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Russo
15123 Chestnut Ridge Circle

Mobile: +1 502.417.8900
 

mailto:johrusso@cisco.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Emily Saleh
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 6:45:23 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access
to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary
and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile
from the proposed plant.

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the

mailto:emily.w.saleh@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our
backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

Emily Saleh
Lake Forest Resident

Sent from my iPhone

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/HUE6CmZ08JFDLJR0CGIsat?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/FwP9Cn5m7KCjpO6yFJgqW4?domain=wfpl.org/


From: Heather Satterfield
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Letter of Objection. Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road.
Date: Friday, September 2, 2022 10:32:48 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To Whom It May Concern,

Please let this serve as my Letter of Objection to the Concrete Mixing Plant—Case 22-DDP-
0098 at 13905 Aiken Road.

This will be a personal safety issue for myself and my family as well as a health risk due to
personal health issues.  I request to receive any future notices about this case.

Kind regards,
Heather Satterfield
1309 Isleworth Drive
Louisville, KY 40245

Heather Satterfield
S&H Delivery, LLC
Co-Owner
DKY2
Direct: 502.724-5561

Middle School VP, PTO
Get Connected - Join Our Facebook Group
Visit us Online - www.caschools.us/english-station-pto

mailto:heather@satterfield.org
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/SwaUCYEYrgsO5pzmCGBynr?domain=facebook.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/g-KLCZ6Gvjs2z83ACK8lpO?domain=caschools.us


From: mike.schenkenfelder@gmail.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Opposing Concrete Batch Plant Lake Forest
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 3:37:59 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

>
> 
> Hi Jay
>
> Our family apposes the development of the concrete batch plant on Aiken Rd.
>
> Referring to the Chase Principles for 2040 this development is in conflict with a 1)Healthy, 2) Authentic,
3)Sustainable and 4) Equitable vision.
>
> I imagine you have heard from several neighbors but if you would like any further reasoning let me know and I
can elaborate.
>
> Thank you for your time,
>
> Mike Schenkenfelder
> Resident of Winding Creek
> Lake Forest
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone

mailto:mike.schenkenfelder@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Evan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: proposed concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Rd
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 2:14:05 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett and Louisville Planning Commission:

I am writing to oppose the proposed concrete plant located at 13905 Aiken Road, near the
Lake Forest residential area.  

As a resident of Lake Forest whom travels this stretch of Aiken Road, there is not enough
width to this road to accommodate a car and concrete truck, not to mention the excessive
damage these extremely heavy trucks will do to this road and its berm as they attempt to hug
the edge of the road to accommodate an oncoming vehicle.  

Lastly, and most importantly, I have a daughter whom suffers from asthma and has
complicated breathing and this proposed concrete plant will only lead to further breathing
challenges with the pollution it will put in the air.  How will you and the planning commission
feel when knowing you are putting children's lives in danger from these harmful emissions? 
The pollution self-monitoring is not sufficient enough to ensure these dangerous pollutants
will not expose the residence of the area.  

Not just for the sake of my daughter, other children in and around this area, but also for the
children at Stopher Elementary school; please do not allow this concrete plant to be built in
this proposed location of 13905 Aiken Road.  

Thank you,

Evan Schipper 
                     
Mobile 502-322-0773

This communication (including any attachments) is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only and
may contain information that is confidential, privileged or otherwise legally protected. Any
unauthorized use or dissemination of this communication is prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender by return e-mail message and delete
all copies of the original communication. Thank you for your cooperation. -

mailto:Evan@bluegrasshd.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Debra schroering
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant next to Lake Forest
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 10:11:20 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

We are very concerned about the approval for a concrete plant to be placed directly across our neighborhood, Lake
Forest, as well as being so close to Stopher Elementary, St. Mary’s center and a church across the street. I know
their are many studies that prove how dangerous it can been with the changes in air quality once a plant is in
operation. This was also originally approved without anyone in the neighborhood being made aware of the
possibility.

Their are also many concerns with the numerous concrete trucks that will be on Aiken road if the plant is approved.
This road is not wide enough to handle the trucks and will be extremely dangerous for the neighbors, families at
Stopher, as well as school buses with children.

We ask that the plant would not be allowed to be in a place so close to so many residential homes and an elementary
school. Please be willing to take a stand on what is right.

Sincerely,

Robert & Debra Schroering
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:debradschroering@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Lauren Schultz
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 7:54:36 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Mr. Luckett,

My name is Lauren and my husband and three sons, ages 10,8 and 5 live off Oakhurst road
within a quarter mile of where the proposed concrete plant is going to be located. 

I am begging you to evaluate the health and well being of the more than 200 families who live
within a half mile of the proposed plant. The 150 special needs people who attend St Mary’s
Center less than a half a mile from the proposed plant and the more than 770 students who
attend Stopher Elementary a half a mile away as well.  This plant would greatly impact
negatively the lives of all these people and their ability to be free to go outside without
breathing air filled with dust, VOCs, etc 

There have been studies that show the detriment these plants have on children's growing lungs.
There are literally several families with children living right across the street from where this
plant is proposed. 

Aiken road is degrading due to the high traffic it already has which includes, trucks, school
buses and residents all over the area utilizing it to get to and from home. Adding non stop
concrete trucks on an already depleted infrastructure with blind spots and bends is, frankly,
fatal. 

The CHASE PRINCIPLES outlines Health, Sustainable and Equitable.  This plant goes
against each of those principles. I trust you will evaluate thoroughly and understand the
enormous negative impact this plant will have to thousands of families. 

Sincerely,

Lauren Schultz
1213 Winding Creek Place 

mailto:lauren.g.schultz@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Sandra Schweikert
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 10:08:23 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The proposed plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and
many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant

mailto:schweikertsj@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


and nearby roads into Lake Forest
Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value
of our homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot
imagine living every day wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in
our backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/1pFnCW6Kp4sGp6o2s6Wfvb?domain=wfpl.org/


From: Jackie Schweitzer
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete mixing plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 4:11:48 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,
     I live in Lake Forest and strongly object to the concrete mixing plant on Aiken Road. I know that you’ve heard
all of the reasons why this is an awful location from countless people. All it takes is some common sense to see this.
Damon Garrett (and the Ottes) pulled a sneaky one, probably dishonestly, and turned against their own friends and
neighbors. It’s a despicable move that will destroy our neighborhood, physically and  financially. I can see in the
future….people moving out, left and right, and then unable to sell their homes, because who would want
them….Those who stay,  just waiting for heath problems to set in….. Stopher, which is a great school, empty
classrooms. It’s just a no brainer. We are depending on government agencies and agency representatives to stand
with us on this ridiculous situation. Thank you for your time.        Jackie and Ron       
                                  Schweitzer

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sensiron@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Jackie Schweitzer
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Re: Concrete mixing plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 4:19:47 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Sorry, I forgot to include our address: Ron and Jackie Schweitzer.           2207 Highland Springs Place 40245. 
Please keep us updated on any updates. Thanks!

Sent from my iPhone

> On Sep 3, 2022, at 4:10 PM, Jackie Schweitzer <sensiron@twc.com> wrote:
>
> Dear Mr. Luckett,
>     I live in Lake Forest and strongly object to the concrete mixing plant on Aiken Road. I know that you’ve heard
all of the reasons why this is an awful location from countless people. All it takes is some common sense to see this.
Damon Garrett (and the Ottes) pulled a sneaky one, probably dishonestly, and turned against their own friends and
neighbors. It’s a despicable move that will destroy our neighborhood, physically and  financially. I can see in the
future….people moving out, left and right, and then unable to sell their homes, because who would want
them….Those who stay,  just waiting for heath problems to set in….. Stopher, which is a great school, empty
classrooms. It’s just a no brainer. We are depending on government agencies and agency representatives to stand
with us on this ridiculous situation. Thank you for your time.        Jackie and Ron       
>                                  Schweitzer
>
> Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sensiron@twc.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Mike Scott
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Opposition Letter- Aiken Concrete Plant
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 10:59:17 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro.?Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Jay-

I hope this letter finds you and your family well. I just wanted to briefly write you on behalf of me and my family,
deeply opposing the building of the concrete plant on Aiken Road. I am a resident of Lake Forest less than 1/2 mile
away from proposed building, but more importantly, a father of 2 young girls. I am very concerned that the building
of this plant is in direct opposition of the CHASE principles in which your development Team stands on. Please tell
me how the building of his plant just steps away from my young daughters is HEALTHY for them?
Please tell me how it is SUSTAINABLE and improves their quality of life?
Please tell me how it is EQUITABLE, and beneficial to everyone?

I could go on and on with how the building of this plant does not support ANY of your CHASE principles. I am a
concerned father and husband for the safety of his family. Please reconsider the building of this plant for the safety
of our family and families of others.

Thank you for reading.

Mike Scott
Lake Forest Resident
502-500-9100

mailto:mwscott22@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Claire Sheehan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant objection in Middletown
Date: Wednesday, August 31, 2022 10:46:16 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Mr. Luckett, I’m emailing in regards to the concrete plant that it set to be built on Aiken
in Middletown. While the property is zoned correctly for a facility like this, more needs to be
considered. A lot has changed since the original zoning many many years ago. 

I appreciate Sunshine’s new proposal to try and be a nice neighbor, however this doesn’t fix
the problem it will cause for the lives of those living nearby, or those who have children or
family at St Mary’s and Stopher Elementary.  

Problems that remain:

•the plant is still located in a terrible location (inappropriately still zoned M-3)

•within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home borders the property and is only
150’ away)

•will compromise the air quality with dust, particulates and diesel exhaust. There is research
and reports that have demonstrated the health implications to those nearby. These are people
who could be severely effected by this plant. Children, those who have current illnesses,
elderly, and even healthy people. What if this was your family? Your children? The person
responsible for the plant is even moving further away, that should say something. 

•will require unstable heavy trucks to hurriedly navigate narrow, windy roads without
stoplights or immediate access to highways. This puts so many lives at danger. 

•will cause traffic and congestion

•will result in polluted storm water run-off from the plant and nearby roads. 

•will be operational 24/7 - noisy + eyesore

•will reduce our PROPERTY VALUES

•will in general make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live

LESS may be BETTER…..but not by much…..it’s STILL TOO CLOSE!

Thank you. Claire Sheehan (lake forest resident)

mailto:clairersheehan@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Pete Sheltz
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: planning commission for Middletown
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 6:33:26 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

We are glad to see that there is a  planning commission for
Middletown. You would not know it considering the  number of
apartments that are allowed to go in.
On another matter, it is unbelievable that you would let a concrete
mixing plant go in next to a neighborhood like Lake Forest. NOT
done in most cities! We live on the other side of Lake Forest but I am
sure that we will also be affected. (negatively)
Pete and Betty Sheltz
1311 Garden Hill Place

mailto:peteandbetty@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Bobbi Sheridan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Lake Forest Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 1:20:12 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To whom it may concern, 

I live in Lake Forest and strongly oppose this plant being built. 

I am a breast cancer victim of the Camp LeJeune Water Contamination due to
environmental toxins as was my father, 3 uncles, 2 aunts, and grandmother (only
two out of seven are still alive today; all dead before the age of 60).  At that time
no one knew that the chemicals were cancer-causing, let alone that those mutated
genes could be passed onto future generations (two out of four of my father's
children have been diagnosed with cancer)  With a concrete plant, there is a lot of
waste and we don't know the long term effects of that waste.  With this being so
close to many of our homes and a school, I fear for the health and safety of my
neighbors, myself, and my children. 

There are many other concerns as well that I'm sure others have brought up, so I'm
singling my concerns with that of the toxins that will no-doubt be in our air. 

Please do not build this plant!!!!

Yours, 
~Bobbi

--
Bobbi Sheridan
portfolio: www.bobbiphoto.com
see what's new: www.bobbiphoto.com/blog   
Instagram  //  Facebook  //  TikTok

mailto:bobbi@bobbiphoto.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/hn6JC2kq2VfOmjw4IMOjuJ?domain=bobbiphoto.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/uRA6C31rEWu04BQPcYQXr9?domain=bobbiphoto.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/lvXICYEYrgsO98xvI9NOk_?domain=instagram.com/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/F3uCCZ6Gvjs2jGNwSysX26?domain=facebook.com/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/rNQEC1wpERU5ZRY0hYSgPx?domain=tiktok.com


From: Stephen Schulz
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Cement plant
Date: Saturday, October 1, 2022 1:31:48 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Replying to a neighborhood wide email regarding the concrete plant.

If we were “alerted” in the initial phase there could have been something done during the 30
day period for review.  As of now we are at the whims of the air pollution committee.

Whole process has been a shitshow because of how the initial part was handled and the the 2
PR hearings after the fact.

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:stephen.m.schulz@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Kristen Simmons
To: Luckett, Jay P; rachel.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov; john@bardlaw.net; emily.lie@louisvilleky.gov;

randy@frankotte.com; robert.kirchendorfer@louisvilleky.gov; Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Concrete Mixing plant - Case 22 - DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Rd.
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 12:41:51 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design,

I am writing to voice my extreme concern regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at
13905 Aiken Rd. (Case 22 - DDP-0098). While the amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity, it still does not go far enough to limit the impact on the surrounding area. The
proposed plant is still too close to Stopher Elementary, residences, and other community
gathering sites. 

As a parent of 2 students at Stopher Elementary, and as a tax-paying citizen, I implore you to
deny this application. The noise caused by this plant will negatively impact student learning.
Air pollution will cause those students with underlying health conditions additional suffering.
Those without other health conditions may develop them as a result of air quality during
recess. The traffic on Aiken Rd. is already congested, and at times can be scary. I can't
imagine a school bus and a concrete mixer even being able to pass each other on narrower
portions of the road. 

Please, consider the children as you make decisions that could potentially impact their daily
life and education. 

Thank you, 
Kristen Simmons
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From: Robert Skarvan
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant just outside lake forest
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 5:13:24 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Jay,

I'm not an expert in these matters but it seems obvious that LF delegate residents nor the
Minister of the Baptist church received proper notice before the permit got passed the planning
committee.

I would think from an air permitting standpoint that if the plants goes through it should have
best available control technology for dust abatement.  

Given the choice I do not want this factory in my neighborhood.  

Thank you

Bob Skarvan 

Get Outlook for iOS

--------------------------- 
allnex Legal notice: this message (including any attachments) may contain confidential
information intended for a specific individual and purpose. If you are not the intended
recipient, please notify the sender immediately, destroy any printed copies and delete it from
all computers on which it may be stored.
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From: Judy M.
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Lake Forest Lodge
Subject: Lake Forest resident and voter against the concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 9:58:12 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay Luckett, 

I believe that you are the case manager for the proposed concrete plant to be located at
13905 Aiken Road.

We live on Isleworth Drive and wanted to express, in writing, our opposition to such a facility
being built next door to the largest neighborhood in Louisville.  The zoning of the land was
clearly in error and I believe your office can change such zoning.  Where else in the city is a
border of such a large neighborhood zoned 'heavy industry'??  The noise, pollution and
increased traffic of large trucks has no place next door to a neighborhood and down the street
from a JCPS elementary school.  We oppose the proposed cocrete plant 100%. 

We have already noticed drastically increased heavy trucks using Aiken Road to access the
proposed facility - making driving on the two-lane road dangerous.  I fear for the first major
accident between a Lake Forest resident and these heavy trucks.  

It is unconscionable that such a facility would be approved so close to a residential area (which
includes an elementary school, a school for developmentally disabled teens & adults and a
church). I believe that such notification is required under law - and it appears that no such
notification happened.  If it did, we would have expressed our concern.   My family, including
an infant and a toddler, would be consider a "Tier 1" property as we live in our house in Lake
Forest located directly across the street from the proposed plant and never received
any postcard notices or any such notice of any opportunity to address your office to state our
disagreement with the proposed plant or notice of any such an request to build such a facility. 

Also, I believe that Plan Certain 9-62-82 Comprehensive Plan Guideline I-7 states "Locate
industries which handle hazardous or flammable materials or are potentially offensive away
from residential areas and population concentrations"  Also... Comprehensive Plan Guideline I-
8: "Prohibits industrial development within residential areas. Locate industries adjacent to
residential areas or in mixed land use areas ONLY IF the industries can be made compatible
with surrounding development."  The concrete plant clearly fails to comply with both
guidelines. 

mailto:mcjude@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:lodge@lakeforestky.com


We ask that the property be rezoned away from being 'heavy industry' and that your office
disallow any proposed concrete plant at that location.   Payment to the concrete company for
any such funds of theirs already spent would be up to the City of Louisville and is not the
concern of my letter. 

Thank you so much, Judy and Rob Spelbrink   Isleworth Drive  Louisville, KY 40245



From: Tiffany Stephens
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 7:50:49 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello,

I am very upset and concerned that there is a possibility of placing a concrete plant less than
1000 feet from my home. There is documented data (studies) on the negative impacts on our
health.  I am very concerned this was approved without notifying us or looking at the
detrimental health effects. 

We have no confidence in any ones ability to mitigate or monitor these health hazards. 
This is not the place for the concrete plant. There is a church, school, practice field, homes too
close to this site. So upsetting that construction has started without any consideration of others.

Kind Regards,

Tiffany Stephens

mailto:tiffanystephens3@gmail.com
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From: Susannah Stevenson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 13905 Aiken
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 4:23:15 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Mr. Luckett - 

I live in Lake Forest and have a question.  

When Lake Forest was developed, was there any discussion between planning and zoning and
NTS about the zoning of M3 on Aiken Road?  It bothers me that a residential neighborhood
and school were permitted after the zoning of M3 and without consideration of future quality
of life and health.  To add insult to injury, that land on Aiken never had any nuisance
developed on it until now.  Does Planning and Zoning take into consideration that a
neighborhood and school have evolved and grown in the last 40 years without a nuisance
(cement plant) on the M3 zoned land?  I look forward to your reply.  Thank you for
notification of the public meeting on October 6th.  I am attending continuing education that
day and will not be able to participate in the meeting, but want my concerns on record.  

Regards, Susannah Stevenson

Susannah B Stevenson, REALTOR®
Semonin Realtors
6511 Glenridge Park Place #10
Louisville, Ky 40222
mobile (502) 655-0300

sbstevenson@semonin.com

Reminder: email is not secure or confidential. Semonin Realtors will never request that you send funds or
nonpublic personal information, such as credit card or debit card numbers or bank account and/or routing
numbers, by email. If you receive an email message concerning any transaction involving Semonin Realtors, and
the email requests that you send funds or provide nonpublic personal information, do not respond to the email and
immediately contact Semonin Realtors. To notify Semonin Realtors of suspected email fraud, contact:
fraudalert@semonin.com or 502-420-5000.
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From: jtstorck@aol.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 9:34:45 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett,

I am writing because I live in Lake Forest.  As you know, they are planning to put a concrete
mixing plant on Aiken Rd just a few yards from our neighborhood.  I have grandchildren who
attend Stopher Elementary School.  I live on Arnold Palmer Blvd and back up to Aiken Rd. 
My son and his family live in Lake Forest.  I cannot understand how this plant was "approved"
to be built without notifying the people who it is going to impact the most.  And why, for
heaven's sake, is this property still zoned M-3 when it is so close to a residential
neighborhood???  My objections to this proposed plant include the following.

1 - Aiken Road is a narrow 2-lane road that passes right in front of Stopher Elementary
School.  I cannot imagine these giant, heavy concrete mixing trucks traveling this road.  It is
too narrow for 2 cars to pass each other let alone a truck and a school bus.  The one side of the
road is lined with trees and bushes.  If a concrete truck was to go over the center line...which it
will because the lanes are so narrow...the car or school bus would hit into the trees or bushes. 
This could result in pain, suffering and even death.  

2 - Concrete trucks are extremely heavy which makes it difficult to navigate the numerous
turns on Aiken Rd.  Again, this could cause cars or busses coming from the opposite direction
to have a serious, fateful accident.  

3 - There will be concrete trucks and delivery trucks traveling these roads 24 hours a day 7
days a week.  The number of trucks is staggering.  They will be polluting our air with exhaust
fumes.  They will also upset the peace and tranquility that we now enjoy in Lake Forest. 
There is already a lot of traffic due to new developments in the area.  These trucks will
increase traffic even more.  I cannot even imagine trying to get out of the neighborhood. 
Currently, it is impossible between 4 and 6 pm.  It will be a nightmare any time of day if you
let this project continue. 

4 - Why is this property zoned M-3 for heavy industrial when it is whithin 150' of a house and
St. Mary's Center?  The zoning commission needs to review and rezone this property.  Just
because the Zoning Commission hasn't done it's job for years, doesn't mean that our
neighborhood should suffer.  Do the right thing and rezone this retroactively so our children
will not be subjected to the dust, gases, diesel fumes, and other particulates that this plant will
emit.  

5 - Pollution, pollution, and more pollution.  With all the cancer that is caused by things in the
air, how can you let this plant be built right next to a residential neighborhood of 1800 homes
of families with babies, toddlers, young children, and teenagers.  And then the other end of the
spectrum is the aging who already have difficulty breathing.  I cannot fathom the amount of

mailto:jtstorck@aol.com
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dust, gases, particulates, and diesel fumes that will be blowing over our neighborhood.  Yes,
that is the way the wind blows here.  Come out and see for yourself.  Our homes will be
covered in grit and so will our lungs.

6 - Polluted water run-off from the plant will flow into Lake Forest because we are lower than
the plant site.  

7 - Our neighborhood was one of the most desirable in the East end of Louisville.  Who will
want to live here with this plant in our backyard emitting all those things I've mentioned into
the air that we breathe everyday???  I have a friend who sold her house and then lost the sale
because of this proposed plant being built.  People will not want to live here especially with
young children.  Why would you want to subject them to this polluted air with the chance for
them to develop cancer, breathing difficulties and who knows what else lies in store for us if
this goes through.

Please consider the ramifications of building this plant at the proposed site and do the right
thing.  Do not approve it!!!  I beg you as a mother and grandmother to consider the children. 
It is next to an Elementary School and next to a neighborhood filled with children.  Please stop
it.  

Please send me any future notices regarding this case.  Thank you.

Judy Storck
2106 Arnold Palmer Blvd
Louisville KY  40245    



From: david strite
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road K
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 12:07:50 PM
Attachments: image.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good Afternoon Mr. Luckett,

I would like to advise my opposition to the proposed concrete plant to be built off of Aiken
Rd. I believe a plant like this will be too close to a large residential area like Lake Forest as
well as Stopher elementary school. Even with the design changes submitted Aiken road will
be subjected to far too much heavy vehicle traffic to support. I have lived on Oakhurst rd for
over a decade now and am well aware of the poor condition of Aiken rd. falls into even with
the current traffic. It has been repaired time and time again and is not wide enough or stable
enough to absorb the concrete trucks that would be coming in and out (please graphic below).
Please add my concerns and comments to the record.  Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,  
David Strite

mailto:david.strite@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov





From: Jennifer Cox Stutterheim
To: Hamilton, Rachael; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.; Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant 13905 Aiken Rd, case 22-DDP-0098
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 3:02:36 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

To whom it may concern,

I highly oppose the concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Road.  As a mother of an infant and a
preschool child, both with asthma and allergies, I do not believe that a concrete plant in a
residential area is appropriate. 
I understand that the area was zoned in 1982 as industrial.  My house was completed in 1997
and it is going to back up to the plant.  This was an oversight in the planning and zoning
commission. Other houses in the neighborhood were completed around the same time as
mine. Why would planning and zoning keep the area across the street as industrial?  
The particulates emitted (dust and diesel exhaust) from the plant are going to strain my
daughter's breathing, leading to more doctors' visits, medications, missed school, and quality
of life. 

Damon Garrett's latest attempt of scaling back on the plant, is appreciated, but many
problems still remain:
The location across from a large residential community, church, elementary school, and a
home for disabled adults.
The plant will require unstable heavy trucks, which will be on a time table, navigating the
narrow, windy Aiken Road, without stoplights or immediate access to a highway.
Aiken Road is 18-20 feet with 0-1 foot shoulder, a school bus is 8 feet across and a cement
truck is 9 feet, 6 inches, how will they both pass safely?
Increase in traffic and congestion
Will be noisy 24/7 heavy trucks 85 dB and mix plant 83dB
Will be an eyesore with the mixer silos 50 ft, stockpile bins 25 ft, office building 25 ft
Will reduce our property values
Will make Lake Forest a more hazardous, less desirable place to raise a family, and live
Will result in polluted storm water run-off

This is a terrible idea, and a risk for our community. Please do not let Damon Garrett's greed
threaten the safety of our community.

Thank you,

mailto:Jennifer.Stutterheim@northstaranesthesia.com
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Jennifer Stutterheim
Lake Forest resident

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message, including any attachments, is for the sole use
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender via e-mail and destroy the original message.



From: Viktoria Szukk
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Case 22-DDP-0098 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 9:40:12 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken
Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional
precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL
TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro
Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer
disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original
application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this board
is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose
sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in
such close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it
is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home
borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME
PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info
below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a
narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are
school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also
located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That is
untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby
roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our
homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go
to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in
line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during review

mailto:vikiszukk@gmail.com
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of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as
the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a
history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air
emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain types
of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be easily inhaled
and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling
(inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the particulate
matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children, including
reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged
exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant could
have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete
mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE
NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE
THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest, both of my kids are at Stopher and
I cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our
backyard. 
DO. THE. RIGHT. THING. PLEASE. 

Sincerely,

Viktoria Szukk 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/4jWBCPNKg4cMAlYoszHXqu?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/aDrHCQWKj4Tr4xG3SP9pxt?domain=wfpl.org/






From: Janet Teel
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: 13905 Aiken Rd. concrete plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 2:21:03 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

   As a resident living within 2 miles of this proposed plant, already under construction, I am
deeply concerned about its detrimental impact on the health of everyone within a 5 mile
radius, the environmental effect, the traffic on a narrow two-lane road, and property valuations
of those immediately near to this facility.
   There is no benefit to a single being who lives, works, or studies nearby. I fear it is a done
deal, however. How is this site to be monitored and by whom? How often? 
   Please rescind all decisions allowing this construction to continue.
   Janet Teel
   706 Lake Forest Pkwy
   Louisville, KY. 40245
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From: Karen Thomas
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 11:26:40 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905
Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with
additional precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT
BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and
an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro
Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer
disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original
application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this
board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do
NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant
to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has
been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

Sadly, government is notorious for just following the process without really understanding the consequences
of an application such as this. I speak from experience as a former federal government employee. Following
the prescribed approved process does not make it right. 

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one
home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE
SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more
info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate
a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road
are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are
also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks
cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR.
That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby
roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our
homes.
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The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to
go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY
not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during
review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5)
pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this
company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are
designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain
types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be
easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes
swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the particulate
matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children,
including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and
cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and
life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant
could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar
concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING
THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT
LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE.
RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,

Karen T Thomas
a CONCERNED Lake Forest resident

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/IujyCzp4QZu9Noyjt4dpD4?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/CSDCCADXW4I2JAPDC8_6IL?domain=wfpl.org/




 Sent from my iPhone



From: Debbie Thompson
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 8:33:15 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay please help us here in Lake Forest save our subdivision. It’s so dangerous on Aiken as it is with school busses.
Air quality, ash and huge heavy trucks. Please help our community stay safe,
Thank you
DB Thompson

mailto:belldeb@icloud.com
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From: Steve Tomanchek
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: James, David A; Marty Pollio ; Kevin.Gilbert@ky.gov; Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant, Case 22-DDP-0098, 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 12:31:07 PM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,
 
I am vehemently opposed to the proposed concrete plant noted in the subject line for many
reasons.
 

1. Health and safety of the surrounding communities. It is confirmed from multiple regions that
dust, VOC’s, particulates etc. emanating from these plants cause major health and
environmental issues and with so many souls in very close proximity, this will quickly become
an issue.

2. Safety of school children in busses and of the people traveling by car along Aiken Rd. Aiken Rd.
for one cannot handle the heavy weight of a concrete truck let a lone a concrete truck loaded
with 10 yards of concrete. The road is stressed as is and the increased constant traffic from
the concrete trucks will cause multiple issues with the structure of the road and will cause
constant repair work. Aiken Rd. is very narrow with blind curves and God help us if a school
bus full of students or a family or individual in a vehicle are hit by a speeding concrete truck
with a fatal outcome. Not to mention the telephone poles that are maybe a foot off of the
road if that.

3. 150+ special needs individuals at St. Mary’s Center less than ½ mile from the proposed plant
4. 770+ students and faculty at Stopher Elementary ½ mile away from the proposed plant
5. 200+ homes within ½ mile of the proposed plant
6. It is evident that the City of Louisville has not kept up with the changes of time in regard to

rezoning the area due to growth. Nurseries, stone & landscape yards and businesses like
these fit in well for the area and have a positive effect on the economy however a HEAVY
INDUSTRIAL CONCRETE PLANT (Mixing plant, doesn’t matter, I have been around and done
business with both) has no reason to be constructed in an area such as the Aiken Rd. corridor.
Someone has dropped the ball, overlooked things, however you want to phrase it, and NOW
is the time to make it right.

7. CHASE PRINCIPLES form PLAN 2040 especially the H (Healthy) “The built environment
supports the natural environment by considering air, water and soil quality…Citizen’s quality
and quantity of live is enhanced…” and the S (Sustainable) “…improves quality of life for all
citizens…while being harmonious with the natural environment.” should be followed now in
this case.

 
There are many other suitable locations not far from the proposed site that make much more sense
than 13905 Aiken Rd. and I, as well as many others (that you are aware of) are strongly opposed to
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the construction and operation of this plant and ask that you and your constituents act in the best
interests of those who will be heavily affected if this plant is built and becomes operational.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,       
 
Steve Tomanchek | Partner
The Media Hawk Group
Mobile: 704-960-8403

 



From: mtomanchek@gmail.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Planned Concrete Plant Aiken Road 40245
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 9:54:14 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Good morning.   I would like to voice my concerns with the planned concrete plant that is being built
on Aiken Road Louisville KY 40245.  The location of the plant is very close to a large housing
development, a special needs school, and a public elementary school.  The dangers just from the
dust that this plant will produce is a large concern for all the children that are in this area and play
outside which will be exposing them to harmful particles in the air that the plant will stir up.   The
added traffic and noise are also a concern for the safety of the children and people that live and play
right in this area.   Please consider all the environmental and safety issues this project will present
and not approve the plan.
 
Thank you so much for your time.
 
Mitzi Tomanchek
1220 Winding Creek Place
Louisville KY 40245

mailto:mtomanchek@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: David Travis
To: Luckett, Jay P; Liu, Emily; Hamilton, Rachael; james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org
Cc: john@bardlaw.net; randy@frankotte.com; ldd@ldd-inc.com; Piagentini, Anthony B.
Subject: RE: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 1, 2022 6:04:33 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,
 
RE: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road

Please add Hon. David C. Travis and the law firm of Bluegrass Lawyers, PLLC to your
distribution list regarding this case.  We represent interested parties and property owners in the
direct vicinity of this proposed industrial plant. 

Thank You,
David C. Travis 
Bluegrass Lawyers, PLLC 
Direct Dial: 502.576.2666
https://Bluegrass-Lawyers.com
#BLUEGRASSLAWYERS
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From: Elise Urton
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant @ 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Wednesday, September 28, 2022 11:51:57 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I am a resident of Lake Forest.  My family has owned a ready mix concrete business for the
last 43 years.  I have some real concerns about this business operating so close to our
neighborhood and local school.

1.  Dust.  No matter how hard you try, you cannot keep the dust away.  This will affect all the
surrounding homes' gardens, patios, swimming pools, outdoor parties, etc.  Also, the school
playground and parking lot.  I'm talking silica ash and cement.  You can try to water down the
area but it doesn't help and turns to muck.  

2.  24-7.  This is not an eight hour a day business.  These trucks will run 24-7.  They are loud,
heavy, and dangerous.  They will stir up the dust constantly.  They will be a danger on the
road that's already too small for them and school buses to share.

3.  Material hauling.  This is constant.  Cement tankers,  dump trucks hauling rock, etc. 
Employees constantly refilling and moving materials from one place to another with a front-
end loader.  More traffic, noise and dust.  

4.  Start-up company.  New to this industry.  No experience with day to day issues.  An
excellent safety program is vital.  Do they realize this?  Doubtful, as this is something that
comes with years of experience.

5.  There is no reason to put a concrete plant so close to a neighborhood and school.  There are
plenty of other properties.  They were deceitful from the beginning by not notifying ANYONE
of their proposed plans, then lying about it. 

In conclusion, the traffic, dust, noise, and hours of operation will be a nuisance to the
community and surrounding area. 

Respectfully,

Elise Urton
15318  Champion Lakes Place

mailto:eliseurton@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Ryan Usher
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 9:58:35 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Jay,

I live in Lake Forest, close to where the proposed concrete mixing plant
was somehow approved to be built. Honestly, I cannot understand why the
City of Louisville is not taking the health of all the people in our
neighborhood and the surrounding schools into consideration. 

This plant should not be allowed to advance and they should find
something more suitable to build on that property. 

The City of Louisville should be fighting for our health and safety.

Thank you,
Ryan Usher
14012 Hickory Ridge Rd, Louisville, KY 40245

mailto:ryanfusher@gmail.com
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From: Bob Bob
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed concrete plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 2:47:40 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

This is a terrible location for any kind of industrial zoning and the whole area should be
modified to at the most commercial.  There are a whole set of commercial buildings behind
this location and residential on all other sides which would be bad for everyone involved.  I
would suggest denying any permits for industrial buildings in this area now and in the future
until better zoning or ordinances for buffer zones can be created.

Thanks,

Robbie Vittitow

mailto:rvittitow@gmail.com
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From: Jessica Waits
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Piagentini, Anthony B.; Liu, Emily; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; john@bardlaw.net;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Hamilton, Rachael; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 10:06:45 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of multiple children attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-
paying citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT). Stopher Elementary is less than 1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphic, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.
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mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov


* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Please deny this application. My boys are in 2nd grade at Stopher. I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering if her bus is going to make it to/from school without an accident
involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to
her lungs when she is playing on the playground at school. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Jessica

-- 
Thank you,
Jessica Waits
jwaits1204@gmail.com
(502)645-9504

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Y96iC4xvVXu3AMp1SOMgY2?domain=wfpl.org/
mailto:jwaits1204@gmail.com


From: Meredith Wajda
To: Piagentini, Anthony B.; Liu, Emily; Luckett, Jay P; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; john@bardlaw.net;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; rachel.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer,
Robert

Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 7:20:34 PM
Attachments: 3119355F-E905-426E-8B8A-EE8F7E53F262.png

8D9B0143-0D55-43CE-857C-EB35472159FD.png
A555C0E1-8FD7-4D0D-B769-74E0D6C7330A.png

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
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HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant
and nearby roads into Lake Forest
Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value
of our homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our
backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Meredith Wajda
1008 Lake Forest Pkwy 40245

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/cLqfCG6Xz4sGyJgLiKogyD?domain=wfpl.org/






-- 
Meredith Wajda/ Realtor
First Saturday Real Estate
(502)554-2278
meredith@firstsaturdayre.com

The sender of this email does NOT intend to conduct a real estate transaction electronically 
and all electronic communications involving this transaction are NOT intended to create an 
electronic record. The inclusion of my name or contact information is NOT intended as an 
electronic signature Any binding agreement must be signed by the clients via Authentisign.

mailto:meredith@firstsaturdayre.com


WIRE FRAUD & CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Cyber Criminals are hacking email 
accounts of customers, lenders, real estate agents, and title companies in order to send out 
fraudulent wiring instructions. They appear to be “from” or “to” any party in the closing 
transaction. Always confirm wiring instructions with your agent, title agent, or lender. Never 
wire money without confirming the wiring instructions. The contents of this email message 
and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may contain confidential 
information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended 
recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been addressed to you in 
error, please immediately alert First Saturday Real Estate and then delete the message and 
any attachments.



From: Cheri Wall
To: Piagentini, Anthony B.; Liu, Emily; Luckett, Jay P; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us; john@bardlaw.net;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Hamilton, Rachael; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 12, 2022 9:31:20 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT)

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.
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* Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant
and nearby roads into Lake Forest
Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value
of our homes.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our
backyard. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Cheri Wall
Lake Forest Resident
-- 
Cheri Wall, CPA, MBA
502-551-9690 cell
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From: lfwalsh4@aol.com
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: concrete plant
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 4:46:14 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

No to the concrete plant!  Too close to residential areas...and a certain health hazard.  Please support the
responsible choice.

mailto:lfwalsh4@aol.com
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From: Paige Warren
To: Luckett, Jay P; john@bardlaw.net; ldd@ldd-inc.com; Liu, Emily; Hamilton, Rachael; Piagentini, Anthony B.;

Kirchdorfer, Robert; james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org; sarah.mcintosh@jefferson.kyschools.us;
melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@Jefferson.kyschools.us;
marty.pollio@jefferson.kyschools.us

Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 1:49:19 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Anyone involved in this decision: 

Aiken Road is already too narrow for normal existing traffic.  I'm talking about all the
businesses (moving trucks, a JCPS bus depot, landscaping trucks, etc..) that already
reside on Aiken.  Now you want to add in a regular stream of concrete trucks?  This is
just irresponsible.

I refuse to believe you would have stamped your OK on this proposal if you and your
family lived nearby, were a member of the church across the street, has a family
member at the St. Mary's School, or has a child at Stopher Elementary.  

We (all involved in this horrific situation) have to believe you never even looked at it. 
Perhaps the proposal was as elusive as the public notice?  

Hear me out please:

Everywhere I am, I see construction.  

When I look out my back windows at home, there is construction.  Construction of 45-
50 new homes being built in my back yard in a properly zoned area.  We are OK with
this because 45-50 new families will get to move into their dream homes where they
will go to great schools, churches, and and live in a welcoming community. 

When I look out of any of my windows at work, I see construction.  One side is a new
restaurant, one side is a new business, and the other side is Interstate 265. We are
OK with this because Louisville is developing and fixing our infrastructure in a
properly zoned area. 

When I drive out of my neighborhood, I see the construction of a concrete batch plant
across the street in an inappropriately zoned area. We are NOT OK with this.  

We know there has been a change in the proposal.  
We feel like this new proposal is just to placate us right now.  
Who or what will stop it from expanding in the future?  I mean, Planning and Design
already passed the original proposal.  We don't have faith it won't turn into full blown
concrete batch plant.  

mailto:pmwarren33@yahoo.com
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The plant is located in a terrible location (inappropriately still zoned M-3).
It's within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home borders the property
and is only 150’ away).
It will compromise the air quality with dust, particulates and diesel exhaust.
It will require unstable heavy trucks to hurriedly navigate narrow, windy roads without
stoplights or immediate access to highways.
It will cause traffic and congestion.
It will result in polluted storm water run-off from the plant and nearby roads.
It will be operational 24/7 - noisy + eyesore.
It will reduce our PROPERTY VALUES.
It will make this area a hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live.  

Other than the obvious things listed above, I fear the worst possible outcomes. I really
hope we won’t ever have to refer back to these emails and ask ourselves if we did
everything in our power to prevent this from happening.  Are you? Did you?  I am.  I
am doing everything in my power to stop this non-sense and perhaps save a life or
the lives of many.  

Paige Warren
Concerned resident and mother



From: Paige Warren
To: Luckett, Jay P; john@bardlaw.net; ldd@ldd-inc.com; Liu, Emily; Hamilton, Rachael; Piagentini, Anthony B.;

Kirchdorfer, Robert; james.parrot@louisvillemsd.org; sarah.mcintosh@jefferson.kyschools.us;
melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@Jefferson.kyschools.us;
marty.pollio@jefferson.kyschools.us

Subject: Re: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 15, 2022 6:17:38 AM
Attachments: IMG_1621.PNG

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

This is only beginning and the plant hasn’t been built yet. Lake Forest will become a place no
one wants to live.  Please don’t turn one of the biggest neighborhoods in the state of Ky and
one of the best places in Louisville to live into this  

Help us!!
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Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

On Tuesday, September 6, 2022, 1:49 PM, Paige Warren <pmwarren33@yahoo.com> wrote:

Anyone involved in this decision: 

Aiken Road is already too narrow for normal existing traffic.  I'm talking
about all the businesses (moving trucks, a JCPS bus depot, landscaping
trucks, etc..) that already reside on Aiken.  Now you want to add in a
regular stream of concrete trucks?  This is just irresponsible.

I refuse to believe you would have stamped your OK on this proposal if

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/pR7RC73yY4UopmZQI07Myz?domain=overview.mail.yahoo.com


you and your family lived nearby, were a member of the church across the
street, has a family member at the St. Mary's School, or has a child at
Stopher Elementary.  

We (all involved in this horrific situation) have to believe you never even
looked at it.  Perhaps the proposal was as elusive as the public notice?  

Hear me out please:

Everywhere I am, I see construction.  

When I look out my back windows at home, there is construction. 
Construction of 45-50 new homes being built in my back yard in a properly
zoned area.  We are OK with this because 45-50 new families will get to
move into their dream homes where they will go to great schools,
churches, and and live in a welcoming community. 

When I look out of any of my windows at work, I see construction.  One
side is a new restaurant, one side is a new business, and the other side is
Interstate 265. We are OK with this because Louisville is developing and
fixing our infrastructure in a properly zoned area. 

When I drive out of my neighborhood, I see the construction of a concrete
batch plant across the street in an inappropriately zoned area. We are
NOT OK with this.  

We know there has been a change in the proposal.  
We feel like this new proposal is just to placate us right now.  
Who or what will stop it from expanding in the future?  I mean, Planning
and Design already passed the original proposal.  We don't have faith it
won't turn into full blown concrete batch plant.  

The plant is located in a terrible location (inappropriately still zoned M-3).
It's within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home borders
the property and is only 150’ away).
It will compromise the air quality with dust, particulates and diesel exhaust.
It will require unstable heavy trucks to hurriedly navigate narrow, windy
roads without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
It will cause traffic and congestion.
It will result in polluted storm water run-off from the plant and nearby
roads.
It will be operational 24/7 - noisy + eyesore.
It will reduce our PROPERTY VALUES.
It will make this area a hazardous/less desirable place for our families to
live.  

Other than the obvious things listed above, I fear the worst possible
outcomes. I really hope we won’t ever have to refer back to these emails



and ask ourselves if we did everything in our power to prevent this from
happening.  Are you? Did you?  I am.  I am doing everything in my power
to stop this non-sense and perhaps save a life or the lives of many.  

Paige Warren
Concerned resident and mother



From: Stacia Washausen
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Monday, September 19, 2022 8:22:51 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett,

I wanted to bring your attention to issues with concrete batch plants near homes.  I have added
some links to specific articles for you.  In addition to these articles, I implore you to take a
look beyond “just because it’s legal, it must be approved.”  Is this concrete batch plant what is
right to be built near homes, a church, a day program for special needs individuals and a
school?  Not only does it include the chemicals in the air, but also the increased traffic, noise
and safety risks.

Here are the articles:

https://kinder.rice.edu/urbanedge/its-hard-breathe-concrete-plant-your-backyard
https://www.click2houston.com/news/local/2020/10/27/residents-say-concrete-plant-causing-
pollution-health-problems-in-north-harris-county-neighborhood/
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/3221_Concrete.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/health-and-environmental-effects-particulate-matter-pm?
fbclid=IwAR0wqrKfh_MIgEL4zr3Xr7YMNj1vP9YI7vpKbqnAPneZZm-EX8PW9K7idck

Sincerely,

Stacia Washausen
14701 Isleworth Court
Louisville, KY  40245

mailto:staciawashausen@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
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https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/YtyMCgJD8zTpr8DvCoOguj?domain=click2houston.com/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/OEf3CjRg5DIP2gVzF51e5h?domain=osha.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Sm9rCkRjBEI17gPDS90qe4?domain=epa.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Sm9rCkRjBEI17gPDS90qe4?domain=epa.gov


From: Darren Washausen
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Proposed concrete plant to be located at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, October 1, 2022 10:50:45 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,

I wanted to voice my opposition for the proposed Concrete Plant to be located on Aiken Road.
The decision to allow this plant to move was a poor one and as a 20+ year resident located just
over 1/4 mile from the proposed site, I was not notified for my input into this plan for a
concrete plant.

There are multiple problems with this plan location in a heavily residential area.

The air pollution from a plant like this is a problem for citizens in the area and is a
health hazard.
The proposed entrance is going to immensely increase traffic where the access to the
main roads of Bush Farm and North English station will become traffic hazards, more
than they already are.
The road itself is not built for the heavy vehicles already traveling it. It is narrow, no
shoulders, a bit winding.  If we increase the heavy vehicle traffic 3-fold, 4-fold, 5-fold,
it will be incredible.
Noise pollution from the plant is an issue, and no one is even speaking to the air and
noise pollution from the trucks.  Dump trucks are already traveling behind my house to
avoid the lights on Old Henry Road to service the construction east of my home out on
Aiken.  While this is a nuisance it is temporary.  If this plant is here the frequency will
be higher, and it will be a permanent fixture of noise and air pollution 100’ from my
house.
MOST IMPORTANTLY, THIS PLAN SHOULD BE REJECTED SIMPLY
BECAUSE IT VIOLATES PLAN CERTAIN 9-62-82.

Thank you for the consideration.

Sincerely,

Darren Washausen
darrenwashausen@gmail.com
502 759 3681

mailto:darrenwashausen@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:darrenwashausen@gmail.com


From: Paula Weaver
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Please do the right thing!
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 8:23:10 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). Do the right thing and deny this application.
My family has lived in Lake Forest for 18 years and I cannot imagine living everyday
wondering what is happening to our lungs when we are playing in our backyard. DO. THE.
RIGHT. THING.  I have asthma and will be personally and  severely affected by this concrete
plant.  

My home backs up to  Chenoweth creek and I see deer, Fox, coyote, turkeys, beavers and
more consistently.  These animals live within one mile of the proposed concrete plant.  They
will be affected too.  

I don’t know how any public official or worker who has a say so in this matter could allow
this plant to be constructed.  It will ruin so many lives, alter children’s futures, change our
natural habitats… nothing good will come out of this plant except making a few Individuals
even wealthier.  Are you one of those individuals who will gain riches from letting this plant
be built?   

This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional precautions
added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is
STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and
an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I
implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record
the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the
approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and
the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same
mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just
because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such
close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been,
doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many

mailto:paula@firstsaturdayre.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has
2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT
OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel
exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy
trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access
to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary
and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile
from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken
along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant
PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the
plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the
value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live
and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that
the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues,
particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of
asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also
statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as
lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/t2QzCPNKg4cMOMGrTz4ewT?domain=cancer.org


in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Please do the right thing. Think about this.., do you want this plant next to your home? 

Sincerely,

Paula Weaver
First Saturday Real Estate 
Cell: 502-718-9009
Paula@FirstSaturdayRE.com

The sender of this email does NOT intend to conduct a real estate transaction electronically 
and all electronic communications involving this transaction are NOT intended to create an 
electronic record. The inclusion of my name or contact information is NOT intended as an 
electronic signature Any binding agreement must be signed by the clients via Authentisign.

WIRE FRAUD & CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Cyber Criminals are hacking email 
accounts of customers, lenders, real estate agents, and title companies in order to send out 
fraudulent wiring instructions. They appear to be “from” or “to” any party in the closing 
transaction. Always confirm wiring instructions with your agent, title agent, or lender. Never 
wire money without confirming the wiring instructions. The contents of this email message 
and any attachments are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may contain confidential 
information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended 
recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been addressed to you in 
error, please immediately alert First Saturday Real Estate and then delete the message and 
any attachments.

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/7LhvCQWKj4Tr8rAEuP3N7C?domain=wfpl.org/
tel:502-718-9009


From: Betsy Wells
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: achael.hamilton@louisvilleky.gov; Piagentini, Anthony B.; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Liu, Emily;

melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; john@bardlaw.net; randy@frankotte.com;
Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us

Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road - DENY APPLICATION!
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2022 9:41:15 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of a child attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying
citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application. 

Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a
heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools and a church.
Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT). Stopher Elementary is less than 1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphic, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much
about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
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document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My daughter is in first grade at Stopher, and my
son will be starting K soon. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering if her bus is going to
make it to/from school without an accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to her lungs when she is playing on the playground at
school. DO. THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Betsy Wells 
Stopher parent & Lake Forest resident 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/tlWrCM8KN4uWWJmZSwL_TG?domain=wfpl.org/


From: Shawna White
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant 13905 Aiken Road case22-DDP-0098
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 1:52:56 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken
Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional
precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL
TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro
Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the sheer
disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original
application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this board
is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose
sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in
such close proximity to homes, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it
is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home
borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME
PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info
below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a
narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are
school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also
located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot
navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That is
untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby
roads into Lake Forest

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our
homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go
to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in
line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

mailto:shawnawhitemomof3@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during review
of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as
the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a
history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air
emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain types
of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be easily inhaled
and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling
(inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the particulate
matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children, including
reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged
exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant could
have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete
mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE
NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE
THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My family lives in Lake Forest and I cannot imagine living
everyday wondering what is happening to my children’s lungs when they are playing in our backyard. DO.
THE. RIGHT. THING.

Sincerely,
Shawna White

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/pF--CVO2o6s94D5oiGAEoF?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/T1TMCW6Kp4sGpAPmUxGHrY?domain=wfpl.org/




Blessings,  Shawna

Sent from my iPhone



From: Gordon White
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Plant
Date: Monday, September 26, 2022 12:45:58 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

My family of 5 moved to Lake Forest in September of 2019 after I ended 13 years of active duty service in the US
Air Force.

We have grown to love this location (Champion Lakes Pl is the street we live on) and my daughter and two sons
have thrived growing up in this neighborhood. The upcoming plan for the concrete plant poses health risks for our
entire family along with other safety concerns.  All 3 of my children play sports at St. Mary’s field throughout the
week and the impacts it will have on their health will be detrimental. 

After I have been exposed to the burn pits in both Iraq and Afghanistan, I can’t imagine living in a location that will
only cause more harm. 

We would have chosen a different place to live if we had known this plant would be built next to this residential
neighborhood.  I cannot imagine how this concrete plant could be approved next to so many families. It shows an
extreme lack of concern for the community. We implore you to reconsider your actions and move the concrete plant
to a true industrial area AWAY from schools and neighborhoods.

Sincerely,
Gordon, Catherine, Madison (11), Brennan (8), and Everett (6) White

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:gordonwhiteaf@yahoo.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Wilson, David M (GE Appliances, Haier)
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Formal Objection to the Proposed SI Ready Mix Concrete Plant on Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 5:04:53 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Jay Luckett:
 
I am writing to you as a father, husband and fellow Louisvillian to express my strong opposition to
the proposed concrete plant to be built within 0.25 miles from my home in Lake Forest (11200
Oakhurst Road).
 
I sincerely believe this heavy industrial site will have a significantly negative impact my family,
surrounding neighbors and my property value due to the health and environmental risks caused by
introducing VOCs (like Sulfur dioxide) as well as substantial noise, dust & diesel fuel pollution.
 
The EPA has warnings that cement plants can be harmful citing that they “are a significant source of
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and carbon monoxide” which are associated with significant health
and environmental impacts. They also detail numerous cement plant settlements and lawsuits over
the past decade which are not something we need in our community.
https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/cement-manufacturing-enforcement-
initiative#:~:text=Health%20and%20Environmental%20Effects%20of%20Cement%20Plant%20Emissi
ons,-
Cement%20plants%20are&text=Sulfur%20dioxide%20(SO2)%20in,%2C%20children%2C%20and%20t
he%20elderly.
 
Also, according to the National Center for Biotechnology Information, “Almost all the studies found
positive associations between cement plant exposure and respiratory diseases and symptoms. An
excess risk of cancer incidence and mortality in both children and adults mainly concerning
respiratory tract cancers was also reported in some studies. Higher values of heavy metals and of a
biomarker of renal toxicity were found in the exposed compared to unexposed populations.”
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30471502/
 
I don’t know about you, but living within a short walking distance to these types of hazards is
extremely frightening and the potential health risk to my children (11yrs and 14yrs), spouse and
myself is absolutely unacceptable.
 
As part of Louisville’s comprehensive development plan, Plan 2040, this proposed concrete plant
violates three of the CHASE principles which, as you know, are the guiding principles of Plan 2040. As
a reminder these principles include Healthy neighborhoods (good air quality), Sustainability that
enhance citizens quality of life and states that all citizens should be engaged in the decision-making
process to ensure Equitable outcomes shared by all. I hope you agree that a cement plant being

mailto:David.Wilson@geappliances.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/BONSCgJD8zTpgxnBT2JSaB?domain=epa.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/BONSCgJD8zTpgxnBT2JSaB?domain=epa.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/BONSCgJD8zTpgxnBT2JSaB?domain=epa.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/BONSCgJD8zTpgxnBT2JSaB?domain=epa.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/BONSCgJD8zTpgxnBT2JSaB?domain=epa.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/v7KYC0RoEQIZEDlycDC1Ta?domain=pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/


built within a 0.5 mile radius of 200+ homes, an elementary school, a church and a facility that
serves 150+ special needs participants does NOT adhere to these CHASE principles and thus should
NOT be built in the proposed location.  
 
Please consider this letter my formal opposition to this proposed cement plant’s revised site plan
that was submitted on 8/29/22 and is planned to be docketed for an upcoming LD&T meeting.
 
We need to do the right thing here, adhere to the guiding CHASE principles and not allow this
proposal to move forward.
 
Please put yourself in my shoes and, given the above, help us stop this danger from being built right
in the backyard where so many Louisvillians live, learn and support our great community.
 
Thank you and regards,  
 
 
 

 David Wilson
Homeowner, Lake Forest Community
Association
 
M : 502.572.8572 
 

 



From: Mary Wittenberg
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete plant on Aiken
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 8:04:48 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am very concerned about the plant impact on my neighborhood.  Please take into consideration the information
you have received on the negative impacts our air quality and safety.  It does not appear that proper notifications
were made to our neighbors.  Asking that you do not approve this plant request.

Respectfully,
Mary Wittenberg
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:marywittenberg@ymail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Wolfe, Wesley T.
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 3:29:57 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Mr. Luckett
Writing to express my concerns on the concrete plant under construction on Aiken road. The impact of the plant will
negatively affect the health and safety of local residents and school children. The construction and development of
the plant needs stopped and relocated.

I am a resident of Lake Forest, please consider our concerns
Thanks
Wes

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:wesley_wolfe2@mymail.eku.edu
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Shannon Wolfe
To: Luckett, Jay P
Cc: Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert; Piagentini, Anthony B.; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2022 2:38:43 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area, church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a resident of the adjacent Lake Forest neighborhood and a concerned tax-paying citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this application.  

Personally, my family of 5 lives on Oakhurst Road down the hill within 1/2 mile from this proposed concrete plant site.  Research (more below) indicates that we are within the radius of inhaling a known CARCINOGEN.

Our children’s bus stop is outside of our home on Oakhurst, within a 1/2 mile of the proposed plant, where there are over 10+ kids waiting everyday to take/get dropped off the bus to Stopher Elementary. Our poor children (and all of the family members waiting) will be at risk of breathing in the cement dust in the air daily. My children who attend Stopher Elementary (along with 770+ students) are also being put at risk of breathing in concrete dust/fumes during recess or outside activities, which is absolutely senseless. 

Also, due to the slope of the hill on Oakhurst Rd, our home and bus stop location will be getting any run off from the cement plant to the gutter that is located directly in front of our home. We (along with countless others) also enjoy playing in the creek that runs along the park in Lake Forest and who knows how that will be contaminated from run off. 

I want to also state for the record the sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, center for adults with disabilities, schools and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't
mean it is right/moral to let it always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2 rental homes ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE PROPOSED PLANT OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS)

The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust (see more info below bullets)

Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways. Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant (see attached graphics, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

Debris from the plant/trucks will likely result in polluted stormwater run-off from the plant and nearby roads into Lake Forest. THIS INCLUDES THE SLOPE DIRECTLY LEADING TO THE GUTTER IN FRONT OF OUR HOME AND WHERE STOPHER STUDENTS STAND TO WAIT FOR THE BUS. 

Despite a berm and some trees, this plant will be a noisy eyesore, greatly impacting the value of our homes.

The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects. Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and Cancer.org for example show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children, higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the RIGHT thing and DENY this application.

As stated prior, my family lives in Lake Forest WITHIN 1/2 mile from the plant and I cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is happening to mine and my children’s lungs when they are playing in our yard and just waiting at the bus stop.

Sincerely,
Shannon Wolfe

mailto:shans6072@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Mls3Co2n8LhZpzvMt1r7RL?domain=cancer.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/auKaCpYoBMiKE8AGTD9ZRz?domain=wfpl.org/


From: tedyas@aol.com
To: Luckett, Jay
Subject: Concrete Plant, Akin Road, Eastern Jefferson County
Date: Wednesday, October 5, 2022 8:33:27 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Mr. Luckett:
I am writing because of my opposition to this project. When we moved to Lake Forest 24
years ago, you could access most of the main arteries in and out of Lake Forest safely and
without too much congestion. At that time there was not an interchange at Old Henry. Now it
is becoming virtually impossible to leave the area safely and without becoming almost grid
locked. Bush Farm backs up at Old Henry, traffic backs up at Akin and Bush Farm and it is
almost impossible to turn onto Bush Farm. I know there is a traffic light planned, but even that
will increase the possibility of even more grid lock. 
There seems to be no systemic plan for development, citing The apartment construction near
Target, Walmart and Kroger. I have watched emergency vehicles come to a complete stop due
to traffic congestion. Now, this development cannot add anything positive simply because of
Akin Road and its limited egress, ingress and existing developments there such as
an elementary school, special needs facility and numerous commercial developments, not to
mention the environmental impact emitted by the plant and increased commercial vehicular
traffic and further grid lock. 
I am for positive, planned development, but I can’t see how this one can provide that. I hope
you will take a sensical and logical approach and look at the existing factors which
demonstrates this is not a safe development for this area. 

Sincerely,
S. T. Yasko
1307 Garden Hill Place
Louisville, KY 40245

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS

mailto:tedyas@aol.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/XanDCpYoBMiKgLqLtPJj3M?domain=apps.apple.com


From: Dawn Ydoate
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Cement mixing plant at Aiken Rd & Oakhurst Dr
Date: Saturday, September 3, 2022 6:00:22 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hello Mr Luckett,
This project is very upsetting. I do not feel this is the best place to construct such a plant.

A couple days ago Sunshine Concrete rolled out it’s new development plan with a kinder and gentler Concrete
Batch Mix Plant.  It initially filed and gained approval for the biggest and baddest facility the site would support
without anyone knowing about it.  Now with the growing public awareness, new information and outrage about the
ridiculousness of the location, there was a distinct probability that Metro Louisville would cancel its approval.  As a
result, Sunshine has reduced it's plan to the bare minimum (with additional precautions added that should already
have part of the original plan).

Although Sunshine’s newfound sense of responsibility and attempt of a "Hail Mary Pass" should be appreciated, the
problem remains:

•the plant is still located in a terrible location (inappropriately still zoned M-3)

•within 600’ of a nearby church and many homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away)

•will compromise the air quality with dust, particulates and diesel exhaust

•will require unstable heavy trucks to hurriedly navigate narrow, windy roads without stoplights or immediate
access to highways

•will cause traffic and congestion

•will result in polluted storm water run-off from the plant and nearby roads

•will be operational 24/7 - noisy + eyesore

•will reduce our PROPERTY VALUES

•will in general make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live

LESS may be BETTER…..but not by much…..it’s STILL TOO CLOSE!

Please do not vote to put the plant in this location!
Thank you for your help!!!

Ed & Dawn Ydoate
15313 Crystal Springs Way
Louisville KY 40245
502-500-3585

mailto:dawnydoate@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


Sent from my iphone

Sent from my iPhone



From: Candice York
To: Luckett, Jay P; Hamilton, Rachael; john@bardlaw.net; Liu, Emily; randy@frankotte.com; Kirchdorfer, Robert;

Piagentini, Anthony B.; melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us; Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant - Case 22-DDP-0098 - 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Saturday, September 10, 2022 11:49:54 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Louisville Metro Planning & Design-

I am writing to voice my concerns on the record regarding the proposed Concrete Mixing
Plant at 13905 Aiken Road (Case 22-DDP-0098). This amended plan does reduce the size and
hourly capacity (with additional precautions added that should have been part of the original
plan), BUT: LESS IS NOT BETTER...it is STILL TOO CLOSE to a large residential area,
church, center for adults with disabilities and an elementary school.

As a parent of a child attending nearby Stopher Elementary and a concerned tax-paying
citizen, I implore Metro Planning & Design to DO THE RIGHT THING and deny this
application. 

Before diving into the opposition to this application, I want to also state for the record the
sheer disappointment with the applicant and Metro Planning & Design for the approval of the
original application. The scale, volume and impact was monstrous and the fact that it was
approved by this board is unfathomable. I sincerely hope the same mistake is not repeated with
this amended plan. Do NOT lose sight of the fact that just because the land is zoned M3, you
should allow a heavy industrial plant to be placed in such close proximity to homes, schools
and a church. Just because something always has been, doesn't mean it is right/moral to let it
always be.

This new plan may be scaled back, but the problems remain:

* The plant is still located in a terrible location within 600’ of a nearby church, and many
homes (one home borders the property and is only 150’ away; the land owner, Otte, has 2
rental homes OCCUPIED WITH TENANTS ON THE SAME PROPERTY AS THE
PROPOSED PLANT). Stopher Elementary is less than 1 mile away.

* The plant will compromise the air quality with dust, particulate matter and diesel exhaust
(see more info below bullets)

* Cement mixing trucks will cause traffic and congestion that requires unstable heavy trucks
to navigate a narrow, windy road (Aiken) without stoplights or immediate access to highways.
Also on this road are school buses traveling to/from Stopher Elementary and the JCPS bus
compound, both of which are also located on Aiken, less than a mile from the proposed plant
(see attached graphic, these trucks cannot navigate Aiken along with buses).

* Further, at the proposed 150 cubic yards/hour, that is 10-15 trucks in/out of the plant PER
HOUR. That is untenable with the current road/traffic situation.

* The plant will make this a more hazardous/less desirable place for our families to live and
children to go to school (what about that Louisville 2040 plan we've heard so much

mailto:candice_marie53@icloud.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Rachael.Hamilton@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:john@bardlaw.net
mailto:emily.liu@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:randy@frankotte.com
mailto:Robert.Kirchdorfer@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:Anthony.Piagentini@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:melissa.shearon@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:Joe.Leffert@jefferson.kyschools.us


about...this is DEFINITELY not in line with the CHASE principles set forth in that
document).

Here is some information regarding the environmental/health impacts for reference:

Per the Public Notice document from the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District
(APCD) during review of the original permit for this plant it says it “will increase particulate
matter (PM, PM10, PM2.5) pollution as the new hopper and pneumatic transfer system will
emit particulate matter” and states that this company has a history of non-compliance to
federal regulations around MACT standards which are designed to reduce toxic air emissions.

Concrete dust travels about a half mile and contains silica. Silica is a substance naturally found
in certain types of stone, rock, sand and clay. Working with these materials can create a very
fine dust that can be easily inhaled and is a known carcinogen with irreversible health effects.
Once inside the lungs, it causes swelling (inflammation) and gradually leads to areas of
hardened and scarred lung tissue (fibrosis).

Studies done by the National Institutes of Health, CDC and the American Cancer Society, for
example, show that the particulate matter created by concrete and cement dust is linked to
serious health issues, particularly in children, including reduced lung development in children,
higher rates of asthma, lung disease, heart disease and cancer. Prolonged exposure to concrete
dust is also statistically proven to cause silicosis, a long- term and life-threatening lung
disease, as well as lung cancer and other serious health effects. 

I also wanted to include a link to the following article as direct evidence of the impact this
concrete plant could have on adjacent homes/church/schools...it's already happening elsewhere
in Louisville. This similar concrete mixing plant has MULTIPLE violations from APCD and
IS STILL IN OPERATION COVERING THE NEARBY NEIGHBORHOOD IN
CONCRETE DUST AND HARMING THE INDIVIDUALS THAT LIVE THERE.

https://wfpl.org/concrete-dust-blowing-into-butchertown-neighborhood-for-decades/

Do the right thing and deny this application. My son is in kindergarten at Stopher. I cannot
imagine living everyday wondering if her bus is going to make it to/from school without an
accident involving a cement mixer. I cannot imagine living everyday wondering what is
happening to her lungs when she is playing on the playground at school. DO. THE. RIGHT.
THING.

Sincerely,
Candice Smith 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/EjPICkRjBEI1LKYAUVKEyH?domain=wfpl.org


From: Maggie
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Concrete Mixing Plant. Case 22-DDP-0098. 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Friday, September 16, 2022 11:12:30 AM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Mr. Luckett
>>
>> As a resident of Lake Forest and a family member of Stopher Elementary, I am very concerned with the
proposed concrete plant at 13905 Aiken Road.
>>
>> This is absolute madness and will be a detriment to the health and safety of our entire neighborhood and
community. I encourage my children to play outside everyday. I’m concerned that the constant dust and odor will
not only be aggravating but also cause health concerns for us with poor air quality and allergies.
>>
>> I’m asking to DENY the permit outright. My reasons for concern are the abundance of dust and odor, as well as
the overall health and safety of the air quality in our community. The roads on Aiken can’t handle that traffic with
large trucks it and with busses up and down that road all day, it is a MAJOR safety concern.
>>
>> Thank you in advance for taking the time to consider my concerns.
>>
>> Maggie Zabaneh
>> Margaret.Zabaneh@gmail.com
>> 502-649-0572
>>
>> Sent from my iPhone

mailto:margaret.zabaneh@gmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


From: Xiaofeng Zhang
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Oppose of Concrete Plant at 13905 Aiken Road
Date: Thursday, September 29, 2022 6:19:41 PM

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi,

I oppose building the concrete plant next to Lake Forest neighborhood and all the other
homes and neighborhoods in the area.

In the last hearing, I heard loud and clear from those sitting on the stage, who had executive
titles of government departments, who were supposed to be looking after the well-being of its
people (people who support them with their tax money), that they said repeatedly they just
followed the "traditions" of the existing "rules and regulations" which have not been updated
since almost half of a century ago.

How many updates of our building codes have there been since 40 years ago? How has the
population increased in this region since forty years ago? I can name numerous changes and
updates of rules and regulations this city has done in the past 40 years, thanks to those who
are really doing their jobs for their people as government employees elected and paid by the
residents. 

What those executives said on the stage that night were shameful and I could not believe that
they acted as if they did nothing wrong. 

I oppose the plan of building highly polluted facilities in our already highly populated area, not
just for residents living in Lake Forest, but for all people living in this area. 

I grew up in China and I am over half a century old this year. When I was just a little girl, we
had concrete plants outside the city of Shanghai in rural places.  When the city started grew
rapidly outward in the 1980's, the government not only relocated the concrete plant and
other similar plants that generated dust and possible pollution when accidents might happen,
but they were relocated to places far away from the city limits that, even today, Shanhgai is 10
times larger than decades ago, and people won't see those factories even if they drive one
hour from the city limits.  Also, the Shanghai government relocated all the old factories that
had been inside the metropolitan area for many decades that produced industrial waste to
other remote areas.

mailto:xfzhang.star@hotmail.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov


I was shocked when someone sitting on the stage that night said Louisville has a concrete
plant right now downtown.  Well shame on you that nothing has been done to change that. 

I just want to ask you if you want to move to any of the neighborhoods around the future
concrete plant site after you know there will be a concrete plant rising up in the middle of the
neighborhoods?  Are you are OK not to say a word to your kids, friends and relatives if any of
them are looking for a home in this area?

ACT ON YOUR ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS!

Xiaofeng Zhang
15316 Champion Lakes Place
Louisville, KY  40245
502-489-4830



From: suzanne zoeller
To: Luckett, Jay P
Subject: Case # 22-DDP-0098/13905 Aiken Road
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 8:49:34 AM
Importance: High

CAUTION: This email came from outside of Louisville Metro. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Jay,
I plead with you to reconsider the use of the land at the above address for a concrete plant. Aiken
Road is not designed for these types of vehicles – in fact, it struggles with the school buses from
Stopher. Children would just be feet away from this pollutant environment. Lake Forest is a luxury
neighborhood and deserves that the property around it maintain the original development plan. This
is going to be a long battle as we homeowners will not stand for this use of the property. No amount
of “buffer landscape” can take away the noise, dust, dangerous vehicles and industrial appearance
for this use. Please step back and listen to the homeowners we have legitimate concerns.
 
 
Suzanne Zoeller
2206 Highland Springs Place
Louisville, KY  40245
502-244-9364   HOME
502-643-6343   MOBILE
suzanne.zoeller@outlook.com
 
 
 
 

mailto:suzanne.zoeller@outlook.com
mailto:Jay.Luckett@louisvilleky.gov
mailto:szchick@gmail.com
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