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Zoning is a method in which each parcel of land 

within a city is designated a ‘zone’ which 

determines what the land can be used for, as well 

as ensure compatibility with surrounding parcels.

What is Zoning?



What are Zoning Districts?

Any area within Jefferson County delineated on the 

Zoning District Map to which a set of regulations 

governing permitted land use, density and intensity 

of development applies.



WHAT IS THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE?

It’s a set of land use and design rules that regulates 
development and what can be done on private 
property.



Two Tiered Zoning

• 1st tier - Zoning districts

• 2nd tier - Form districts

• “An area with distinct boundaries, 

delineated on the Zoning District Map 

to which a set of regulations governing 

the pattern and form of development 

and redevelopment applies.”



• Residential

• Single Family Residential Districts

• Multi-family Residential Districts

• Office-Residential Districts

• Non-Residential

• Commercial Districts

• Manufacturing Districts

• Multipurpose Districts:

Zoning Districts









Plan 2040

• Recommended the 

creation of two new form 

districts:

• Urban Center Neighborhood

• Conservation Neighborhood



Street Design and Access Standards

• Access management

• Street design and 

naming

• Transit

• Traffic and air quality 

assessment



Landscaping and Tree Canopy

• Landscape design

• Tree canopy 

requirements

• Parkways and scenic 

corridors

• Streetscape master 

plans



• Subdivision regulations

• Sign regulations

• Parking regulations

• Procedures

Other Standards



Questions
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BOZA
• Board of Zoning Adjustment (BOZA) hears the 

following cases:

• Conditional Use Permits (CUP)

• Short Term Rentals

• Outdoor Alcohol Sales and consumption

• Daycares

• Variances

• Fence height

• Building Height

• Buildings in setbacks



CUP Process

Pre-
Application 
Submittal

• Agency Review

• Neighborhood 
Meeting

Formal 
Application

• Agency 
Review

BOZA Public 
Hearing

• Final 
Action



Variance Process

Application 
Submittal

• Agency 
Review

BOZA Public 
Hearing

• Final Action



Planning Commission
• Committees of the Planning 

Commission

• Development Review Committee 

(DRC)

• Land Development and Transportation 

(LD&T)

• Types of cases the Planning 

Commission hears:

• Zoning Change

• Development Plans 

• Subdivisions



Zoning Process

Pre-Application 
Submittal

• Agency Review

• Neighborhood Meeting

Formal 
Submittal

• Agency Review

Land 
Development & 
Transportation 

Committee 
(LD&T)

• Application Ready for Public Hearing

• Schedules Planning Commission Date

Planning 
Commission 

• Recommendation to Legislative Body

Legislative 
Body

• Final Action



Development Plan/Subdivision Process

Application Submittal • Agency 
Review

Land Development 
and Transportation 

(LD&T) or 
Development Review 

Committee (DRC)

• Final Action



Legislative Review of Development Plans

Initiated by:

Metro Council

Resolution 45 
days 

of PC Action

Resolution to: 

Applicant

Property Owner

Planning 
Commission

Interested Party
15 Days of PC 

Action
Notice

Metro Council 
sends letter to:

Planning 
Commission

Speakers at 
Public Hearing

1st and 2nd Tier 
APOs

Registered 
Groups

Current 
Residents

Metro Council 
Public Hearing

Follow 
established 
legislative 

procedures

Metro Council 
does NOT hold 

public hearing

Metro Council 
takes action

by relying on 
the Planning 
Commission 

record



Ministerial vs. Discretionary 

• Ministerial:

• Category 3 

Development 

Plans

• Preliminary 

Subdivisions

• Discretionary:

• Changes in 

Zoning

• Development 

Plans

• Waivers



How Citizens Get Involved

• Attend neighborhood meetings

• Sign up for neighborhood 

notifications for your council 

district

• Use resources to educate yourself 

and community

• Contact case manager

• Attend public meetings



Pre-
Application

Formal 
Application

Public 
Hearing

Attend 

Neighborhood 

Meeting

Attend LD&T 

and Planning 

Commission

Citizen Involvement Timeline



Noticing
• Notices  Sent by Email and 

USPS

• Prior to Neighborhood Meeting

• Prior to LD&T

• Prior to PC

• Notices sent to:

• 1st and 2nd tier APO & current 

residents

• Gov Delivery Recipients

• PDS Staff

• Sign Posted (KRS 100)

• Prior to PC

• Legal Ad (KRS 100)

• Prior to PC



Postcard Notice



Neighborhood Notification

• https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/new

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/KYLOUISVILLE/subscriber/new


Weekly Activity Report

https://aca-prod.accela.com/LJCMG/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Planning&TabName=Planning&capID1=22CAP&capID2=00000&capID3=01NVP&agencyCode=LJCMG&IsToShowInspection=


Accela Information Portal

• https://aca-louisville.accela.com/ljcmg/



Legistar

• https://louisville.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

https://louisville.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx


Planning and Design

• https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-

design

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design


User Guide

• https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design/user-guides

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/planning-design/user-guides


LOJIC

• www.lojic.org

http://www.lojic.org/


Questions???


