
What is Middle 
Housing in 
Louisville, KY? 

Middle Housing includes a range of 
house-sized choices with multiple 
units between single-family homes 
and larger apartment buildings. It 
fits the height and form of homes 
and neighborhoods.



Middle Housing Types – Duplexes 



Middle Housing Types – Triplexes and Fourplexes



Middle Housing Types – Walking Courts



Middle Housing Types – Courtyard Buildings



Middle Housing Types – Townhouses and Attached Housing



Where is Middle Housing Allowed?

“The pervasiveness of single-family 
zoning in almost every major 
American city has created a scarcity 
of accessible land for affordable 
housing options, increasing the cost 
of development particularly in our 
most densely populated areas.”
-State of Metropolitan Housing 
Report, 2021

Middle Housing is not 
permitted in the areas 
that are yellow (single-
family only), unless a 

zoning change is granted



How is Middle Housing Placed in a Neighborhood?

Discovering and Developing Missing Middle Housing (AARP & Opticos Design) 
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Middle Housing Resources
AARP.org/MissingMiddleHousing



Resources
• Land Development Code Reform: https://louisvilleky.gov/ldcreform

• AARP: https://AARP.org/MissingMiddleHousing

• Opticos Design: https://missingmiddlehousing.com/

• APA Equity in Zoning Policy Guide: 
https://www.planning.org/publications/document/9264386/

• Confronting Racism in City Planning and Zoning: 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/8cd986b3c5ab4f1c8bedba85f195662f

Images contained in this presentation were pictures taken by the staff of Planning and Design Services or 
collected from Google street view, Discovering and Developing Missing Middle Housing (AARP & Opticos
Design), or Re-legalizing Middle Housing (AARP & ECONorthwest). 
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