
I have done a lot of research on this property and have found some new information. The following 
pages show everything I found: 

 Page 1-City Directories: I searched through our city directories to try to see when the 
houses (1202, 1206, and 1208) were combined. In 1939, you can see they are all 
separate buildings. By 1946, 1202 and 1206 have combined, but 1208 is still separate. By 
1949 and 1951, 1208 S. Third has completely dropped off and Aetna owns the two 
houses next door (1212 and 1216) which are now the southern parking area. I thought 
this might signify the time when all three houses were combined.  

 Page 2-Historic Photograph: 1937 photograph shows all three houses (1202, 1206, and 
1208) before they were combined.  

 Page 3- Historic Photograph: blown up version of the 1937 photograph 

 Page 4-Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: 1941 Sanborn Map shows 2 of the houses 
combined (1202 and 1206), which appears to confirm what I saw in the 1946 city 
directory.  

 Page 5-Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: 1950 Sanborn Map shows all three of the houses 
combined (1202, 1206, and 1208), which appears to confirm what I saw in the 1949 city 
directory. 

 Page 6-Historic Aerial Photograph: 1946 aerial photograph shows 2 of the houses 
combined (1202 and 1206) 

 Page 7-Historic Aerial Photograph: 1955 aerial photograph shows all three of the houses 
combined (1202, 1206, and 1208) 

 Page 8- Historic Aerial Photograph: 1959 aerial photograph shows all three of the 
houses combined (1202, 1206, and 1208) 

 Page 9-Courier-Journal Newspaper Article: 1939 article states the purchase of one of the 
houses and the plans to remodel them into offices. Also lists architects as Wischmeyer, 
Arrasmith, and Elswick. 

 Page 10-Courier-Journal Newspaper Article: 1940 article shows application for a building 
permit 

 Page 11-Courier-Journal Newspaper Article: 1947 article shows application for a building 
permit 

 Page 12-Courier-Journal Newspaper Article: 1952 photograph of the building—full 
article is on page 13 

 Page 13-Courier-Journal Newspaper Article: 1952 article summarizes building awards 
one of which the building won 

 Page 14-Courier-Journal Newspaper Article: 1953 article discussed office buildings in 
older neighborhoods 

 Page 15-Old Louisville Preservation District Designation Photograph: 1974 photograph 
shows the building as it looked when Old Louisville became a Preservation District 

 Page 16-19-Wolfsonian at FIU Digital Catalog-some of the original blueprints for the 
building are in an archive at FIU in Miami Beach, Florida.  

 Page 20-23-Information gathered on the firm of Wischmeyer, Arrasmith, and Elswick 

 Page 24-Letter from Arrasmith, Judd, Rapp, Chovan stating this was an Arrasmith firm 
project.  

 



































 

 

 

 

 



 



 



The firm of Wischmeyer, Arrasmith, and Elswick was established in 1937. Hermann Wischmeyer opened 
the original practice in 1906. William Arrasmith joined the firm in 1926 when it was renamed 
Wischmeyer and Arrasmith. Fred Elswick joined the firm in 1937. Known for their innovative, 
streamlined Art Deco architectural style, the firm designed many notable buildings around Louisville: 
Bowman Field Administration Building, Greyhound Bus Station (now demolished), State Office Building 
(Cedar Street), Byck’s Department Store (4th Street—facade demolished), Ohio Theater (4th Street—
mostly demolished), and Steiden Store (Bardstown Rd—now demolished). Examples of their later works 
include the 800 Building, Cotter-Duvalle School (now known as Carter Traditional Elementary School), KY 
Expo Center and Fair Grounds, University of Louisville Natural Sciences Building, Immanuel United 
Church of Christ (Taylorsville Rd), and Duncan Memorial Chapel (Crestwood). Wischmeyer, Arrasmith, 
and Elswick also designed several prominent residences throughout the city as well as approximately 65 
Greyhound Stations across the country. The firm is now known as Arrasmith, Judd, Rapp, and Chovan 
and focuses on healthcare and educational facilities.   
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Arrasmith, Judd, Rapp, Chovan, Incorporated 
Architects and Planners 

 

Arrasmith, Judd, Rapp, Chovan, Incorporated 
620 South Third Street + Suite 601 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 
502.581.0042 
 

 
 
 
 
 
August 16, 2016 
 
Mr. Charles Cash, AIA 
Urban 1, LLC 
 
Re:  Corporate Headquarters  

Circa 1940 
1202-1206 S. 3rd 
Louisville, KY  

 
Dear Mr. Cash, 
 
This correspondence will confirm that the referenced project exists in our archives and 
is indexed as Ashland Oil.   
 
Should the project to renovate this facility advance, we are pleased to share access to 
the drawing files for your use as an historic reference. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
John C. Robertson, AIA, Partner  
 


