
ORDINANCE NO. ^^V. SERIES 2017

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 115.451 OF THE LOUISVILLE/
JEFFERSON COUNTy METRO GOVERNMENT CODE OF
ORDINANCES RELATING TO REMOVAL OF VEHICLES BY PRIVATE
TOW OPERATORS; FEE LIMITS. (AS AMENDED!

SPONSORED BY: PRESIDENT DAVID YATES

WHEREAS, Louisville Metro Code of Ordinances ("LMCO") § 11 5.451 limits the

amount of fees private tow operators may charge for services;

WHEREAS, the maximum collection fees permissible under LMCO § 115.451

are below the amount charged by the Louisville Metro Police Department, do not

properly cover the expenses incurred by the private tow operators, and this section was

last amended over ten years ago;

WHEREAS, Metro Council amends this ordinance to allow private tow operators

to adjust for inflation and increase expenses associated with managing this business;

and

WHE.REAS^..MetrQ.^CQuncl^rao^fies_ih^^^nyate_jQW_ciReratQr^._re^

regujrementsJro.rrU^etro^jfelQjhfe.LouisviMJ^tro

nunibetjgLreRorted^M^rL^ehides^nd^betterjnfQrm,^^^^^^^^ and how to

recoyerjrnRi^yndeJ_rrLQtQr_yehjctes,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE
LOUISVILLE/JEFFERSON COUNTY METRO GOVERNMENT (THE COUNCIL) AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: LMCO § 115.451 shall be amended as follows:

Where a private tow operator removes a motor vehicle because it is parked in a

private parking lot in a manner inconsistent with posted instructions, and such removal

is pursuant to a contract between the owner of the private parking lot and the tow



operator for the removal of any such improperly parked motor vehicles, such tow

operator may collect the following charges from the owner of the motor vehicle, payable

before the vehicle is released: up to but not more than $107 $120 for romoval and the

first throo days of storage. ; up to but not more than $10 $26 per day for otorago

thoroaftor. S138 for removal and the first 24 hours of storage, and UBjQ_burLnQLmore

than $25 per calendar day thereafter. A private tow operator may not charge a calendar

day for storage for days that the private tow operator is not ooen for the vehicle to be

released. In addition to the towina charges, thoro shalLbe allowed a $27 additional flat

charao for any vehicle that noods to bo do^^ RrivatejQvsLOBeralore.jTtay_charge_an

ad.ditiQnaJJeey^to_^7j)ejj/ehjcle^oj^_\/ehAdejtransRQrted^^

SECTION II: LMCO § 115.451 shall be amended as follows:

§ 115.455 NOTIFICATION TO POLICE, JEFFERSON COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE
AND REGISTERED OWNER REQUIRED.

(A) Prior to towing any vehicle from a private parking lot, a private tow operator shall

contact MotroSafo Loyj§vjNeJ\y]etroJ3QNceI)eEartmenJ via telephone at (5Q2)_574:56Z3

and provide the information as set forth in subsections (A)(1) through (A)(5), below.

MetroSafe LouisyiNeJ^trQ.JPolice_Defiariment will advise the private tow operator to

either proceed with the tow or to leave the vehicle for the Louisville Metro Police

Department to investigate. Prwate^.tfiwjOBeratg^owins^u/ehicl^Qcatedjn.a^ub^^

cityLwithmJlefferson^CguatyJhaLQReratesJts^^^

ihe.subyrbaa.city_RQLice_authonty,. This notification shall include:

(1) The make, model and vehicle identification number of the vehicle to be towed;

(2) The license number and state of issuance of the license plate;

(3) The location where the tow is to occur;



(4) The location of the private tow company storage yard where the towed vehicle

will be taken; and

(5) The telephone number of the private tow operator.

(B) Within one hour of the towing of any vehicle by a private tow operator from a

private parking lot, the private tow operator shall notify the Jefferson County Clerk's

Office vdfl-JfaosimiLQ with similar information as set out in subsections (A)(1) through

(A)(5), above, except, in subsections (A)(3) and (A)(4), the private tow operator shall set

forth the time and location from where the vehicle was towed, and the location of the

private tow company storage yard where the vehicle was taken. After receiving the

notification as set forth in subsection (A)(1), above, the Jefferson County Clerk's Office

will, in turn, notify the private tow operator of the name and address of the registered

owner of the towed motor vehicle as soon as reasonably practicable. The private tow

operator shall be responsible to pay such fees for the aforementioned information in

subsection (A)(1), above, to the Jefferson County Clerk's Office pursuant to its

agreement with Metro Government. If the Jefferson County Clerk is unable to provide

the information as set forth in subsection (A)(1), above, then the private tow operator

shall contact the Commonwealth of Kentucky Transportation Cabinet to obtain such

information in accordance with KRS 376.275.
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SECTION III: LMCO § 115.456 is created as follows:



§.M5A5A.OWNER'5AUIUQR|a6JlQNJQRJQWINGREQUIRED,

(A) No private tow operator shall remove a vehicle from a private parking lot unless the

owner of the private parking lot, or said owner's authorized agent, signs a

contemporaneous specific written authorization for such removal. The said written

authorization shall indlcatQ include the following:

(A) (I) The make and model of the vehicle to be towed;

(B) (2) The license number and state of issuance of the license plate of the vehicle to

be towed;

(G) (3) The location of the private parking lot from which the vehicle is to be towed;

(8)14) The signature and printed name of the person authorizing the towing;

(E) (5) A written statement indicating the date and time of the authorization, that the

person authorizing the tow is the owner of the private parking lot, or his or her

authorized agent, and that said owner or authorized agent is not the employee of any

tow operator; and

(F) (6) A written statement indicating why the motor vehicle was parked in a manner

inconsistent with posted instmctions and subject to tow.

(Bi^riv^teJowjyierators^halL^JsoLComRlyjiwjth.jsEo^^

containecUn.SJ.15,455,

SECTION IV: LMCO § 115.460 shall be amended as follows:

§.115A^LH!j£GiRCEMENT
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SECTION V: LMCO § 115.999(J) shall be amended as follows:
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SECTION VI: This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and approval.

H. Stephen Ott
Metro Council Clerk

tfavidYates
President of tb6 Council



Gr^g Fisphei^
Mayor

Approval Date
^ I (?

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITi':

Michael J. O'Connell
Jefferson County Attorney

BY: ^_ ^i^JL J//U^
LOUISVILLE METRO COUNCIL

RE^D AND PASSED
l^^u^/3, Z.^/7
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