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PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT  
FOR  

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
SPALDING UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC FIELDS 
APPLICANT: SPALDING UNIVERSITY, Inc. 

 
April 17, 2017 

Case No. 16CUP1081 
 

 WHEREAS, the Louisville Metro Board of Zoning Adjustment finds, based on the staff 
report, the evidence and testimony presented at the public hearing, including the applicant’s 
justification statement and proposed findings of fact, that the proposed Conditional Use Permit 
for athletic fields be allowed in the M-3 Zoning District in the Traditional Workplace Form 
District complies with the Cornerstone 2020 Comprehensive Plan Guideline 1.B.9. because it 
supports the reinvestment, rehabilitation, and redevelopment of vacant urban property supporting 
the intercollegiate soccer and softball programs of Spalding University – an urban campus 4 
blocks east of the subject property and within walking distance; Guideline 3.21 of the 
Comprehensive Plan because the site will provide a green open space buffer between ex. College 
Court apartments to the east of 8th Street and other industrial/business uses west of 9th Street; and 
because the proposed use is compatible in terms of mass, height, intensity and character within 
the surrounding neighborhood;  
 

WHEREAS, the Board further finds that the proposed athletic facilities are compatible 
with the surrounding land uses and the general character of the area because the proposed 5,000 
square foot single-story fieldhouse will serve the athletic teams and patrons and will not be an 
intrusion into the neighborhood;  the site will provide open space within the Traditional 
Workplace Form District; a lighting plan has been prepared that complies with NCAA 
requirements and meets the requirements of the Metropolitan Lane Development Code; the other 
half of the subject property is zoned EZ-1 and allows athletic fields as a permitted use;  
intercollegiate men’s and women’s soccer and women’s softball games should be completed by 
9:00pm during the season and will not create a nuisance for surrounding land uses;  and the site’s 
perimeter will be fenced to contain play within the property boundary; 

 
WHEREAS, the Board further finds that there are public facilities available to adequately 

serve the proposed use because the site is in close proximity to existing TARC stop at 7th and 
Kentucky Streets; an existing shared curb cut is utilized as the sole means of ingress/egress so no 
new curb cuts are proposed; adequate provisions have been made for off-street parking and 
signage; the proposed use will not impact peak-hour traffic volumes; the site will support the 
recreational and intercollegiate athletic teams of Spalding University – located within 4 blocks of 
the subject property; all necessary utilities are available to serve the site; and the site will utilize 
MSD’s Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for storm water management, including infiltrating 
storm water runoff to reduce combined sewer overflows;  

 



WHEREAS, the Board further finds that relief from LDC Chapter 4.2.8.A. stating the 
athletic fields are to be located in a suburban form district is appropriate because Spalding 
University is located in the Downtown and Traditional Neighborhood - 4 blocks east of the 
proposed athletic fields; the subject property is located within the Traditional Workplace Form 
District; the urban nature of the Spalding University campus would be in convenient, walking 
distance to the athletic fields; and the proposed use supports the university’s intercollegiate 
soccer and softball programs; 

 
WHEREAS, the Board further finds that appropriate provisions have been made to 

address vehicular and pedestrian circulation patterns because the site is served by the perimeter 
urban sidewalk network, bus drop-off zones have been identified and striped which will not 
obstruct through traffic, adequate provisions for 56 off-street parking spaces have been made; the 
site will utilize a shared access point; interior sidewalks will connect pedestrians/patrons to the 
existing public sidewalks;  that the applicant’s lighting plan meets the requirements of Chapter 
4.1.3 of the Metropolitan Land Development Code; that no structure, parking area, or outdoor 
recreational facility are located within 30 feet of the perimeter property line; and that a proposed 
6-ft high by 10-ft wide sign complies with LDC Chapter 8 requirements; 

 
WHEREAS, the Board further finds that relief from LDC Chapter 4.2.8.G-H is 

appropriate because the site’s urban location will support the intercollegiate athletic programs of 
Spalding University located within 4 blocks of the subject property; the EZ-1 zoned portion of 
the subject property already allows athletic fields as a permitted use;  the proposed athletic fields 
are not a transitional or temporary use pending future industrial development, do not provide for 
the open space needs of the employees of an industrial park, and is not a part of a greenway or 
located on other environmentally-constrained lands;  proposed site development standards 
comply with the Land Development Code and the Comprehensive Plan; and the proposed 
athletic fields represent an appropriate use and redevelopment in the neighborhood; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisville Metro Board of Zoning Adjustment hereby 

approves a Conditional Use Permit for athletic fields in the M-3 Zoning District on property 
located at 916 S. 8th Street.  
 


