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Case No.  16AMEND1011 
LDC Text Amendment – Access Separation 

 

 

Louisville Metro Planning/Zoning, Land Design and 

Development Committee 



Request 

Planning Commission to hold a public hearing and 

recommend action on an amendment to the text of the 

Land Development Code (LDC) regarding Section 6.1.3 of 

the LDC to require a minimum distance between access 

roadways connecting developments with an aggregate of 

200 or more dwellings to the same existing roadway 
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 December 8, 2016 – Metro Council passed Resolution No. 123, 

Series, 2016, requesting:  

 Planning Commission to hold a public hearing regarding 

potential amendments to Section 6.1.3 of the LDC.  

 Planning Commission to make a recommendation to the 

Metro Council regarding whether an amendment should be 

approved or disapproved, and stating the reasons for its 

recommendation.  
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Section 6.1.3, Residential Developments, of the LDC 

reads, in part:  

 

 Developments with an aggregate of 200 or more 

dwellings (single family or multi-family) shall have 

at least two separate access roadways connecting 

directly to existing roadway(s). Developments created 

prior to the effective date of this paragraph and not 

in compliance with it may be modified, including 

construction of ancillary facilities and improvements 

to existing structures, provided that the modifications 

do not increase the number of dwelling units. 
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 Brought about due to a 

recent zoning case 

16ZONE1020, a 

multifamily project on 

Taylorsville Road.  

 At Metro Council, CM 

Benson, expressed 

concern that the 

entrances to the 

development needed to 

be farther apart and that 

there should be a 3rd 

entrance.  

 

 

Background 
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Research – Peer Cities 

 Staff researched how comparable jurisdictions 

regulate separation of residential access points 

onto an existing road and found the following  

 Indianapolis – Separation of 500’ 

 Austin – Separation of 330’ 

 Memphis – Separation of 400’ (public ROW 

intersections only, not including driveways) 

 In addition to those above, Staff looked at 

regulations from Cincinnati, Nashville, and New 

Orleans without obtaining useful results. 
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Research – Other Communities 

 At the request of Staff APA conducted nationwide 

research.  See Attachment 3. The APA found it rare 

for local governments to have minimum separation 

requirements as part of an LDC. 

 Fort Collins, CO – local or collector street intersections every 

1,320'  

 Gastonia, NC – subdivisions with 100 or more lots must have 2 

external connections, spaced at least 200' apart 

 Lake Oswego, OR – local or collector street connections at 

least every 530‘ 

 Manatee County, FL – Residential developments containing 

more than 100 units must provide a second access a minimum 

of 300’ from the first access  
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Research – Louisville  

 Staff researched 12 recently approved 

developments with 200 or more 

units/lots 

 Average access separation for single-family: 

1,475 feet 

 Average access separation for multifamily: 

503 feet 

 Overall average: 806 
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Research – Louisville  
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PC Recommendation 

 The Planning Commission conducted a public 

hearing on 7/20/2017 
 

 No one spoke in favor or opposition.  
 

 The Commission recommended denial of an LDC 

text amendment regarding Section 6.1.3 of the 

LDC to require a minimum distance between 

access roadways connecting developments with 

an aggregate of 200 or more dwellings to the 

same existing roadway by a vote of 6-0 (6 

members voted) 
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