O

CZE&@@J&nxaf This Jeed, rade betwesn J. . Barbour & B. 0. Barbour his w;fﬁfﬁ’the £irst-part and- C.
£ parties

{3;;7 7 . Hunt & flunt nis wife,qof the sifecnd part.

70
Fryrya
I X’iitzzeas*:;ei’.l'z.,5 that the said parbies of the Pirst part, in consideration of Ome Hundred
i’f - { 190) doklars pash in ramd pald the regelpt of which is hereby acknowledged, do nereby
: . . " sell, grant, ard convey to the parties of the second pert, thair heirs and assigns,
@§>§E>‘ :; 5% ‘the following deseribed property, lying and being in the City of Lovisville, Yy.  apd
(QKQE; *  bounded thus: ‘
 Fhe interest and estate in remsinder of Alice A. Lee { formerly é.‘:iller in the %racts
bqumhsrs one and W¥e. HNo. 1 containing 13- 3/5 scres and No, 2 comﬁaining two {2} aeres

allo%ed to Hancy M. Miller by the Camnissy.aner in the 4% isiun of the lands of Jaseph

tMiller, dec"d, &s her dower in sald esiate and being the same which was conveyed to

£

:

i © party
%the s&id Vm. %llhﬁf whe Tipst }ga.rt by Aldice a. dJames H. Iee >y deed dated April 13th
i

Elﬁ?" and by deed of correathion daaed Hav. 17th 1877, of record-in She Jefferson Sounty‘

clez-k’s office and said deed recorded in deed book 212 page 435, i
H

s To have g,n:’tu holﬁ the same, With all the appurtenances thereon, to the second party

! peirs assi forever, with covenant of “Ganeral Werrsnty®
£ gns 3 ¥

Witness our hapds this 27&h dey of Get, 1904.
| Jd. D. Barbour. .

E. 0. Barbour.

T o

Tt he L=y

do certify that on thisz day the foregoing deed was produced to me 4in my office and [\’)‘i—:&’:g
| g

ecknowledged and deliver-ed b}/ J. D, Barbour & B, (?! Bafrbglgg' ;3;@ m;fg F@??Zﬁ? ?Hﬁ}’*}'%g Y

L8 b0 thoiy st awd duad.

Vitness my hang thig 27th day of Oet, 1904.

W. J. Semanin Clerlk.

Ey. Paul ¥, Semonin D. C.

T. "f.J.Semoniﬁ,Clerk of the County Court of Jefferason ceunty. in the State a2 Kentuaky

l
5

do eertify that on this day.at 11: 35 07Clock 4, ¥. the ibregcung deed was again pro-

duced to me in my office and thet T have recorded it,this &nd the Toregoing :zertificat;

in py szid offige, :
Witness my hang this 29th ds.y' of Oet, 1g9c<.

. Je Semonin Clerlk,

A0



THIS DEED made this 25rd day of 4ugust, 1938, botween LEONARD HOER,
widower, pariy of the fivast part, and ROBEAT.F. CATE and MOHA HUDSON CATR, his
wife, of Howmlte #1, Prospact, Ky., periies of the second pert;

Ti1ZINESSETH:
That for & valuable considsratisn, thereceipt of witich is herady ace-

Imowladged, firat psrty hes sranted, bargained, s sold, and hereby selli and
conveys unbe second partics, husband and wifle, and to the a&rvivor of them, ss

an estate by the -antirety, in fee mimple, with Covenant of engral Yarrenty, ths
following described resl ssbtabe situeked in Jeffercon Yount, Lsntucky, towlts

"BEGINNING at ‘a staks in Fauvricmmanis original. lins and in the

;o thoasterly lins of -5 Spring Dale County Romd at ths Southessterly corner of

#10
EUH

EVT
&
tivered W

Eho tract of land hersteiore conveysd by thefiret gat*izy to the second perties by D‘S Hﬁ’g) e
o

deed dabed Oclober 25, 1835, and recorsvd in Deaed ok 1584, page 528, in the
Jofferson County Court Clerkts Offfses thercs with the easterly lins of said tra

ch

¥ 20 dsgrees 1§ minuten Bast 4u3.5b feel o o line of ths track originelly owned by {D

. E. Hunt; thence with suld line of suid trect South 34 degress 12 minutss Esat

133 fe~t %o a point in ssid line cormer to the vemaining lmnds of first party;

thenco South 20 degress 15 minutes West 485.5 fest %o a point in Barrickments

original line and in the northeasterly line of ihe Spring Dale County Rouds
thence with said line North 34 degrees -2 ainntes West 133 feet, to the

point of beginning; conteining 1.206 sores and Yeling & prrt of the same propesrty

conveyed to the firat party by deeddabed April i, 1907 and recorded in DesdBook
669, page 460, and by de&ddat:gd July 21, 1913, and recorded in DesiBook 793, pag
318, 1n the Jefferson County “ourt Clerikts e P

First party furthsr covenants that ne iz lawfully seized of thealove
described property, wibh full right and power %o sonvey dams, and thet sems is
free of all encurbrances sxcevt State endbounty taxes for 1938 gnd 1989, which
the Tirst parsy agrees %o pa e -

First party covenants that he will make allfurther assursnces of
tltie that seoond partles msy reagonably require.

IN TESYTMCLY WIERBOE WLTNESS the signaturc of the first party the
day and year first sbove writton. -

.8 Leaonarda Hoks
Tnborveal
fleeorates
Sleaepa

STATE COF LENTUCKY
]
COURTY OF JEFFERION

T, the undersi L Stats and Younty

é
@

aforsseid, do hereb this aa T

i ¥ the forsgot

edged before me by JYJ ke, widower, party there%o ,ng ipat s
{

: VWITNESS MY HAND this 28rd dayor August, 1938,

cerﬁlfghat on
eonard

My eomalseion expires September 11, 193g,

koy B, Langbrougy, Notary fublic,

Jefferson County, Eentueky

; I, JOHN P. cuIEB. C &
! the State of fientucky e 3OTk of the

_ 8o certify : 2
+ foregoing deed, Duly Stumped by Aot of ooy oi¥ 98Y &t 19104 o'clock 4, M

ounty %ourt of Jerferson County, in ‘
® tne ‘
Ed

L
Yo
W

o

. A Am i e v s

& aclknowl.
© be his act ang dsed,

K

| am8,ihat T have recorded it, this, ama tooCooils W88 produced to me in my office, x

. office,

Witness my hend this 23pg day of “ugust, 1933,

JOHN P. GRIER, Clerk,

e

Vet s 1

&nd the foregoing certificates in my said



Thie Deed, batweer Cyrus E. Hunt and Susan M, his wife, of negr larrcds Cresk, Jeffdrmon

County, Kentucky, of the first psrt, and Leomari Eoke, cf the same place of the second
Pert, . T

Witnesseth, That the said party of the first pert, in considaration of the sum of
Hundred Ninety-mins and 44,100 ($699.44/100) Dollars to be peid in Three aqual instal
of Twe Hundred Thirty-thres and 15/100 {§233 1%/) Dollars evidencad by the thrae pro
notes sxecuted by =msld second party of sven date herewith, Learing interest at the rat

of 67‘& per entum awl due end psysble reopectively, ons, two and thres yaare from date;

the payment of ssid notes being sscured by & 1ien on all the land herein convegy ed, exdept ~§

& strip contalning 4/9 of one sers on ths Northern par: of Lot #8 of the Dower tract.

No.1; said strip belng 497t. wids and previouely paid for, the recelpt of which is hery

:a.cknowlédged, do hereby sell, graz%, and convey to the party of the sscond part, hie

‘and asasigns, the following described property, viz;

Beginning at s stake in 1ine or Cvs E. Hunt, and corner to Peter Hoke, thence with

the center of the ¥olY Pen Branch County Roed N, 57° 55' E. 396 ft. t0 & stake in Petad

Hoka's line cornar 4o C. E. Hunt; thence with Hunt's 1line S, 24 3/4° E. 58 2/3f%., to
4 stone aorner to Leonard Hoka; thenco with his line 8. 57° 5' W, 396ft. to a stake in
Barriekma.n s line corner o Leonard Hoke; thence with Barrickman's line N.35° 5' w. 76

to the beginning, being shares #3, 4, S5 ana 6, of the Dowar of Hancy Miller decensdd;

‘B.lno another tract of land, part of the dowaer atoressid, beglrming at a stone in the

-Eaat.em iine ot aaid dowar at the N~W. eorner aof shaye ifrll thenes with the Eastern
line of salid dower N. 34 3/4 W. 245 1/2 f4. t0 & stone; thencs S 57° 5' w. 305 3/4 ft;

‘BO & 8tone in BRarrfokman's 1ins! thence with said linas 8. 35° 57 . 252 £ thenee N.

5’ E 396 rt. to the  beginning, being lots © & 10 of the dower Lgot Wo.l, set apart to

on
-feruon County Court., Sald divieion being recorded in Division Book #2,,P. 736, in the

1

pfﬁua 0f ths Clerk of the JefTerson County Court, ani ewnveysd to said 0. B, Hunt“hy

bt

« Do Barbour & wife by deed datsd Oot. Z]th, 1904 gnd recorded in D.R. 615, P. 203;

by Chas N. 6. Hlller by dsed dated Bept 7th, 1886 send reqorded in DR, 206 P, 20; by

A

T Heracs Fuekols é...al., by dasd dated 3ept 9th, 183F .and recordsd in DGB"‘ 386 lj’z, 437

pnd by F. Co Miller et.al., by deed dated Jany 10th, 1907, bothracts - contj‘-__”'_"__,
; . ] o v

N 9 .3/&6 Ao . ks o ..

|0 nave ana to hold the sems,

with all the appurtenances theraon, to the second pa.rt;

"Eu.s -haire end erolgno fexever, with sovenant.pl eanersl Warra.nty- ¥
B 'Eentig;ony Wneraof, witness our niame;bures, 'enis dﬂ;" or Apr.tl, 15&, 1907‘

- - .‘..‘

urs. Nency Miller, widow of Jos, Milloerp by Wm. E. Lomn Special Commissioner of the JT*
i

Six

80

.'1 .

i - ek

¥
A

Y
S

'

2 ft.



B

¢. E, Hunt.
Susgan M. Hunt.

.

State of Kenmtucky, = )
County of Jefferson.{ Sect.

I, Wiliis W, HODBOD, & Notary Pablic, for State and COunt.y aforesaid
the foregoir\g imstrumen-.. of vrri'bing LY produced hefore me by Cryus E,

M. Hunt, his wife, to be thife act and dead,
—— - .

Given under my hand and sesl of office thia day April Zrd, 1907.

g L%ﬁm‘, Willis W. Hobson,
/ "‘ ”»;,\ . Notary Publie, Jeffarson County,
{ Nomry 24
v / } My commission expires Jan. 21, 1908,
x.'{:\' ?UDL,‘I /
T e & _
*5.'3}1 cuvr‘(\

I, W. J. Semonin; Clark of the County Court of Jefferson founty in the
tueky, 4o cortify that on this day et 10:30 0'elock A.M. the foregoing

%o m& in my office and that I have recorded it, thia and the foregoing

oy said ofrice,

Witness my hand this 27%h day of April,

40 certify that

Hunt and Susan.

Kentucky.

Sta.‘te of Xen—

deed was producsd

cartificatefn

19”7- o

W. J., Semonin, Clerk.

A A









THE HOKE AND SKINNER FAMILIES-CENSUS DATA

US Federal Census records were examined from 1840 to 1920 (Figure 1). There is an Andrew Hoke and a
John Skinner listed in the Jefferson County, Northern District Division. Mr. Hoke is listed on page
5 while Skinner is on page 30 of 45. By examining listed neighbors, it is likely that the Andrew
Hoke is not in the area that is the focus of the current study. However, John Skinner’s neighbors

include Allison, Dehaven, Nuckles, and Taylor. These family surnames surround Skinner’s
property on the 1858 Bergmann map.
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Figure 1. Portion of the 1840 US Federal Census, Jefferson County, Kentucky, Northern
District.




The 185_0 US Federal Census does not have any Hokes living in the area. John A. Skinner (38
farmer) is listed in District 1 of Jefferson County, Kentucky. In his household are wife Elizabeth’
(28), sons James (11), and Richard (8) and daughters Lucy (6) and Margaret (3). Also living with
them are boarders Elizabeth Pettitt (30) and Jane Cole (24) (Figure 2). No Hokes are in the
area.
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' Figure 2. John A. Skinner and household in Northern District of Jefferson County,
Kentucky in 1850.

By 1860, the US Federal Census has John Skinner (42) as residing in the Falls of Harrods Creek,
District 2 of Jefferson County, Kentucky (Figure 3). Residing with him are his wife Elizabeth
Dehaven Skinner (38), sons James (20), Richard (17), and daughters Lucy (15) and Margaret
(13). Also in the home is Esther Poslethwait (78). Neighbors of the Skinners include Lee, Nuckles,
Adams, Miller, and Dehaven, similar to several surnames shown on the 1858 Bergmann map.
Again, no Hokes are listed in the area.
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Figure 4. US Census of Jefferson County, Kentucky, Falls of Harrods
Creek District 2.

The 1870 Jefferson County, Kentucky Spring Dale District has a John H. Skinner (50) living with
his wife, Elizabeth (48), son Richard (28), and daughters Lucy (25), Margaret (23), and Susan
(10) (Figure 4). Also in their household were two black farmhands: Jos Hardin (18) and Reo Tay
(15). Neighbors of the Skinners at this time include Corbin, Nuckols, Taylor, Adams, Fishbeck,
Hall, Dite, and Dorsey. The 1870 Jefferson County, Kentucky, Harrods Creek District has Peter
F. Hoke (farmer, 33) residing with his wife Sarah H. (34) and a farmhand V. Redinger (23).
Neighbors of P. F. Hoke include Miller, Dehaven, Liter, Connelly, Peacock, Pinnell, Jacobs, and
Wilhoyt (Figure 5). Recall that the 1879 Beers and Lanagan map depicts the division of the two
districts along the property line separating P. F. Hoke and J. F. Skinner’s farms.
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Figure 5. 1870 Census of Harrods Creek Dtstnct of Jefferson County, Kentucky

The 1880 census has P. F. Hoke listed as a widow in the Harrods Creek District of Jefferson
County, Kentucky (Figure 6). In his home were daughter Mary L. (9), son (Charles A. (7), and

mother Elizabeth (74). Also listed in his household was a black servant, Elias Talbot. Neighbors
listed at this time included Nuckols, Dauer, Norton, Sanders, Milton, Fishbeck, and Peacock. The
1880 Spring Dale District of Jefferson County has a Richard E. Skinner as the 37-year-old
widowed head of household along with his 6-year-old daughter, Ada and his retired father, John
H (68) and mother Elizabeth (58) (Figure 7). Neighbors of the Skinners include Fishbeck,

Nuckols, Dehaven, Chamberlain, Hall, and Tyler.
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Figure 6. 1880 Census of Harrods Creek District of Jefferson County, Kentucky
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Figure 7. 1880 Census of Spring Dale District of ;Iefferson Ceunty, Ke:;tucky.
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By 1900, the US Census has P. F. Hoke in the Harrods Creek District as the widowed owner of a
farm. In his home was his son, Charles A. (b. 1873), Charles’ wife, Maggie (b. 1872), and Charles
and Maggie's sons, Frederick G. (b. 1895) and Charles E. (2 months old). A white servant, Minnie
Rose (b. 1884) also lived with them (Figure 8). Neighbors listed at this time include Tyler, Martin,
Carpenter, Hunter, Wilson, Hughs, and Long. The Spring Dale District of Jefferson County has
Leonard E. Hoke (b. 1860) as head of his household on a rented farm. Living with him were Fanny
E. (b. 1861), James N. (b. 1882), Cora M. (14), Betty M. (12), Mary M. (10), Oscar E. (8), Lucius
(6), and John F. (4). Neighbors of Leonard Hoke include Susan M. Hunt (nee Skinner) (41) living
with husband Cyrus Hunt (37) and their six children and mother in law. Susan Hunt is the only
Skinner found in the area on the 1900 census (Figure 9). The 1900 census corroborates the
1913 Louisville Title Company’s atlas of the area (Figure 10).
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F:gure 8. 1800 Harrods Creek Distnct Census.
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Flgure 9. 1800 Sprmg Dale District Census.

No Skinners or Hokes were found in searching the 1920 or 1930 Census.
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{MW:E 1858 Skinner House

‘ m 1879 Skinner Houses

‘ 1879 Hoke House

:‘é Purported Size & Location of Hoke Cemetery i

Purported Size & Location of Heke Cemetery |

4242000

4242000

)
622008

Figure 10. Portion of the 1913 Louisville Title Company’s Atlas showing property owners.

The 1913 Louisville Title Company’s Atlas of Louisville and Jefferson County does not depict
residences, though does indicate property owners (Figure 10). At this time, the property on which
the purported cemetery is located was owned by Peter F. Hoke. The property on which the
Skinner houses (1858 and 1879) are located is owned by Susan M. Hunt (hee Susan Skinner, as
will be discussed below). Also of note on this map are the neighboring property owners: L. E.
Hoke across Wolf Pen Branch Road from P. F. Hoke, Cyrus Hunt, Mary Ewing, Lee Barbour, and
Charles A. Hoke along Wolf Pen Branch Road to the west.

See enlairgemeynAt of nguré 10 map next page;
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Local Landmark Designation Criterion

(b) Its exemplification of the historic, aesthetic, architectural,
archaeological, prehistoric or historic archaeological educational, economic,
or cultural heritage of Louisville Metro, Jefferson County, the Commonwealth
or the nation.

As one of the original farms in the historic Wolf Pen Corridor neighborhood,

- the Hoke Farm House exemplifies the bygone era of a large, rural, agricultural
settlement in northeast Jefferson County. This agricultural community
produced food for Louisville proper, the Commonwealth and beyond.

“... eastern Jefferson County was one of the largest Irish potato growing area in
the United States.” @) There were two potato co-ops in the Louisville area ...
the St Matthews Co-Op and the Worthington Co-Op. One of the receiving
stations for the St. Matthews Co-Op was the Harrods Creek Station. The
station was approximately two miles from the Hoke Farm.

Another principal crop grown at that time was hemp for making rope. The
rope and twine that wasn’t needed locally was shipped to New Orleans. ¢z

- The nearby Wolf Pen Mill was not only the primary source of grinding grains
into meal or flour, it was a meeting place for people from all over the area.
Farmers, servants and slaves brought grains for grinding which could take all
day if there were several farmers needing that service. Slaves and servants
considered it a great privilege to be entrusted with the grain both to and from
the mill site. During the long wait, they occupied themselves with the gossip
of the day and regaling others with their tall tales. Russell Chamberlain’s
book, an oral history he gathered about his family over many years is filled
with some of those funny stories and tall tales. We have included a few pages
of them as they serve to transport us back to that time. How nice it would be
to have Hoke House serve as a repository for some of that information.

See also Criterion (a)
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Local Landmark Designation Criterion

(e) Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural type or specimen.

The Peter Hoke House, estimated to have been built in the 1860s is an
example of the historic Greek Revival architectural style. While there
may be nothing of outstanding or unique character about the
architecture of this particular house, the history of how it came to be is
worth noting.

In the early settlement days, pioneers moving west constructed simple,
sturdy homes, often in groups or within the confines of a wood fort for
protection from predators or the unknown temperament of the Native
Americans who were already here. Such homes were usually one room
log “cabin” homes constructed of hand-hewn logs and mud and
horsehair for mortar. Sometimes cabins were larger, two storied
and/or two separate cabins were connected by a roof, leaving an open
area below. This allowed a wagon to pull up and unload, protected from
the elements by the roof. The term “dog-trot” or “possum-run” was
coined for such structures because a “dog could trot right through it.”

Between the late 1700s and early 1800s population increased
significantly throughout Jefferson County and along with the increased
security of population numbers, houses began to change in style as well.
Settlers were able to buy up substantial lands and establish farms and
homesteads. They looked forward to being able to have larger homes
constructed more like what they had left behind in New England or
Virginia.

The Greek Revival style was popular from approx. 1825-1860. It gained
popularity by exploring parallels between an earlier culture and the
present day. With British influence waning considerably after the war of
1812 and the nation rapidly expanding westward, the style was
fundamentally an expression of America’s triumphant sense of destiny
and the sense that our newly formed nation was the spiritual
descendant of Greece, the birthplace of democracy. Popularity in more
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isolated parts of the country the style was prevalent right up until the
Civil War.

Fostered by building handbooks used by carpenters and builders, the
style continued to move West, acquiring subtle regional differences
along the way. Not surprisingly, the fastest growing regions ended up
with the largest number of Greek Revival homes. Since Jefferson
County was not heavily settled at the time the Hoke House is especially
valuable as a representation of the new spirit of the times.

Homes in the Greek Revival Style were usually painted white to
resemble the white marble of impressive and more costly buildings. The
details were bold, but with simple moldings. The aluminum siding on
the Hoke House may well hide original frame and paint. The Greek
Revival style, found throughout America is an enduring legacy. This 150
year old farmhouse adaptation of this style is probably one of the few
still standing in this part of Jefferson County and, especially, in the Wolf
Pen Neighborhood Plan area. It needs to remain to tell the special story
of earlier settlement here.
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Local Landmark Designation Criterion

(h) Its relationship to other distinctive areas, which are eligible for
preservation according to a plan based on an historic, cultural or
architectural motif,

The Hoke house, on its original foundation and site, has all kinds of
preserved and eligible-to-be-preserved properties and structures
nearby. Approximately % mile to the west there is the one and one-half
story Allison-Barrickman house, built in 1844. Amazingly, all of the first
floor rooms of that house (except the kitchen) retain their high ceilings
and original walls. It is listed on the National Historic Register (NHR.)

To the east of Hoke House, just over the property line and facing Wolf
Pen Branch Road is the larger two-story Skinner House Estimated to
have been constructed in the 1865 - 1875 time frame. It was rather
larger than surrounding houses. Skinner owned a substantial parcel
around it. Folklore has it that there is a tunnel near the house that leads
to a location near Harrods Creek, by which slaves might try to escape.
The Skinner House is a KY Landmark House and is eligible for the
National Register of Historic homes. (See photo of Susan Skinner taken
in front of her house in 1905.)

Also facing Wolf Pen Branch Rd, close to the Skinner House is the T.F.
Peyton log home. It is a double pen log cabin, which might have been a
residence of Mr. Peyton or, possibly, an out building (slave quarters?)
for another structure on Peyton’s property called Overmill House. The
Peyton House and Overmill are KY Landmark Houses and both are
eligible for the NHR, each retaining its original footprint, though with
some additions to the Peyton cabin.

A survey of significant structures in the area of the Hoke House wouldn't
be complete without mention of the Wolf Pen Branch Mill, which is just
east of Overmill house. Please see discussion elsewhere in this
application about this very important site, which is thought to be the
oldest industrial site still standing (and working!) in Jefferson County.
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The mill, along with almost over 300 undeveloped acres, has been
placed on the NHR and is held in conservancy by River Fields.

In addition to these (and other) historic homes and commercial
structures in the immediate vicinity, there are several documented
historic cemeteries. One is located behind the Allison-Barrickman.
Immediately across Wolf Pen Branch Road from the Hoke house are the
Miller Family Cemetery, dating to the mid 1800s. Please see a charming
anecdote taking from Russell Chamberlain’s book in the Attachments
section. It mentions children finding human bones as they walked along
Wolf Pen to school many, many years ago. The bones came from the
Miller Cemetery which had partially washed down into Wolf Pen Branch
Road after a particularly heavy rain storm. Those same gravestones sit
on a steep slope bordering the road today and will eventually slide right
down onto the roadway. What a surprise that will be!

On the next hill east of the Miller Cemetery is the African American
Stokes Family Cemetery also dating to the same time frame. It is still

maintained by descendants of the Stokes family some of whom still live
in the Harrods Creek area.

Adjacent to Overmill House is the Postlethwaite Cemetery. There were
only two recognizable carved tombstones noted in this cemetery a few
years ago. After consultation with an archaeologist with the KY
Historic Preservation office in Frankfort, Wolf Pen Preservation
Association volunteers began clearing and probing, ultimately
uncovering 44 more primitive grave markers. The most exciting find
was the formally carved footstone with the initials W.P. for William

Postlethwaite. Once owner of the Wolf Pen Mill he died and was buried
there in 1851.

Although the aforementioned structures support the application for
Landmark status of the Hoke House, it should also be noted that the
Hoke House serves as a supporting structure for the Federal style house
built by George Norton when he purchase 144 acres of Farmland in the
late 1930’s. That house and the 144 acres of undeveloped land were

added to the NHR list in 2000. Thus, it seems only fitting that the Hoke
House should remain.
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Local Landmark Designation Criterion

(i) Its unique location or physical characteristics representing an
established and familiar visual feature or which reinforce the
physical continuity of a neighborhood, area, or place within
Louisville Metro.

The Hoke House (7607 Wolf Pen Branch Road) built around 1860 is a historic,
visual reminder of the significant agricultural and working class community
that inhabited the Wolf Pen Neighborhood and northeastern Jefferson County.

This house sits back off Wolf Pen Branch Road but is clearly visible,
surrounded by open fields and trees. Landmark Designation for the Hoke
House would ensure preservation of one of the few remaining visual
reminders of this important rural, agricultural legacy of the Wolf Pen
Neighborhood and Jefferson County.

Jefferson County residents who live in other parts of the city still enjoy a drive
out “along Wolf Pen” for the scenery and relaxed feeling one can get from such
an experience. Because of the sharp twists and turns of the road it is
impossible to drive at more suburban speeds. Thus, historic homes visible
from the roadway are especially important for continuity of the historic
nature of the area and to give passersby a glimpse of the past.

We encourage the Landmarks Reviewers to take a drive out this way and see
for yourselves what a gem this house is, especially as it’s sited in its original
location.

Visiting this quaint home nestled in its surroundings is definitely a picture
worth more than the thousand words of this application.

38



L.

L

o]

NCH

WOLF PEN BRA




T.F. PEYTON CABIN

ib, 1937

1 cabins being used as a corn cr

Before—Photo of origina

Restored dog-trot cabin, 2008

Ho.



"

6909 WOLF PEN BRANCH ROAD
PROSPECT, KENTUCKY

ALLISON-BARRICKMAN HOUSE
1844



J. E. SKINNER HOUSE, 7811 WOLF PEN BRANCH ROAD.
(JF-581) [Site #181]

NRHP - Eligible NRHP Criterion: C

The Skinner House is a two-story, three-bay, front-gabled frame structure with a centrally-
located brick chimney. It was constructed in the 1865 — 1875 time frame.

The one-story, double-pen log cabin at 7849 Wolf Pen Branch Road (Site Number 181), may
have been an outbuilding on the John H. Skinner farm.

The 1858 G. T. Bergmann Map of Jefferson County shows that J. H. Skinner owned much of the
land around this angle of Wolf Pen Branch Road. However, no structure appears at this
approximate location. This could mean the log house was not the main house on the farm.

In 1856, John and Elizabeth Skinner sold 66 acres on the Wolf Pen Branch of Harrods Creek to
Timothy G. Peyton. In 1874, Peyton bought two more tracts in the same area from John Skinner
— about 11 acres. The 1879 Atlas of Jefferson County shows T. G. Peyton’s name at two sites
with a structure at each site. One is the site of this house and the other is closer to the creek and

is apparently the house now known as Overmill House. It cannot be determined which of the
tracts bought by Peyton contained which house.

In 1902, Timothy and Jane Peyton sold the farm — about 75 acres — to Cyrus E. Hunt, whose
wife, Susan, was a daughter of John Skinner. Hunt bought several hundred acres of land in this
area. He died in 1910 but left no will. After Susan Hunt’s death in 1934, the heirs sold the land
and this site was part of the acreage bought by Eva Lee Cooper.
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SUSAN SKINNER HOUSE 1906
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MILLER CEMETERY 1800°5

At the northeast corner along Wolf Pen Branch Road, on the adjacent
property is a small family cemetery with the graves of Joseph Miller
(1805-1868) and Cristena who died in 1839.




POSTLETHWATE CEMETERY 1851
7839 WOLF PEN BRANCH ROAD




1851

POSTLETHWATE CEMETERY
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At that time there lived in the east end of Louisville an Indian, who was a so-called
*Medicine Man". He had a closed horsedrawn van and traveled the country around Louisville
selling a large variety of native remedies which he claimed were cures for almost any sort
of aliment that could be mentioned.

‘ In spite of gaining a reputation as a quack and shyster, he became quitc wealthy and
owned valuable real estate in the city. He had employed'the Hall brothers to build a large
fireplace and chimney at one of the houses which he was renovating for his own use,
agreeing to pay cash for the job when completed. At the end of the week after the work was
finished, "Indian Jack" appeared with only half of the agreed upon amount, as John Hall had
expected. He agreed to pay the rest of the bill on the first of the following weck; and on
Monday when Hall came to collect the balance of the payment, Indian Jack informed him
that the work was unsatisfactory, as the fireplace would not "draw” and belched forth dense
clouds of smoke into the room. : -

' Hall replied, "That’s right, it won’t draw until you pay the rest of the bill."

The Indian argued that the flue was evidently made wrong, as he was able to see
~ daylight when looking up the chimney; so he knew there was no obstruction in the flue. Hall
then said, "Five minutes after you pay the bill the chimney will function perfectly." After a
* few words of protest Indian Jack gave Hall the balance owed on the bill. Hall then placed
a ladder against the house, carried two bricks up the roof until he reached the chimney-and
then dropped the bricks down the chimney into the fireplace, where they came to rest with
a crash and a sound of shattering glass. ‘ '

Hall climbed down, récntcred the house, removed the bricks and broken glass, then
_kindled a roaring fire there. :

"Indian Jack" stood scratching his head and said, "Hall, you didn’t trust me did you?"

. ~That's right" said Hall, "and that is why I mortared that pane of glass into the flue
about halfway down the chimney". :

As Hall took leave of the premises, "Inciian Jack" was heard to m\itter, "It takes one
trickster to recognize another".

One of the Hall sisters married a Procter. They raised a large family at their home n
Simpsonville, in Shelby County. o

Martin Ring -

Martin Ring had arrived in this country in 1850 along with many other "Forty-eighters”,
as many of the German people termed themselves at the time, having left their homes in
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Germany after the religious wars that swept their countiy dhring the years prior to that time.

He reached Louisville sometime around 1859 after spending a while in New Orleans, the

port at which hie had entered the country.

After working at his trade as a blacksmith there for a year or two Martin Ring later
moved on up river to Louisville where he arrived a short time before the War Between the

States broke out; and as he had already had military training; he enlisted in- the Sixth-

Kentucky Infantry regiment. His discharge papers (which were afterwards in the possession
of Theodore Chamberlain) recorded his enlistment as having been at Canip Sidell in
- Jefferson County? Kentucky, December 24th, 1861. oo

Ring was assigned to Company G of that regiment, with which he remained until the
regiment was disbanded in November, 1864; and then he transferred to the Kentucky

Mounted Infantry until discharged in 1866. Ring, who later became a friend and neighbor

of the Chamberlain family, told Billy Chamberlain that his Captain of G Company was
named Pete Arngay, (Orange), and that all of the officers and most of the enlisted men were

natives of Germany. Ring’s company took part in the battles of Shiloh, Chickamauga and

in the Atlanta campaign. During the time he was with the unit, they lost a dozen men killed
and about twice that many were wounded badly enough to be discharged.

Ring returned to Louisville in 1867, at which time he either leased or bought the Wolf
Pen Mill from the Postelwaite heirs. He moved to the Mill house where he lived and
operated the mill until the early eighteen-seventies. There was a good vineyard on the mill
property when Ring came there, and he made wine from the grapes. He consumed large
amounts of this wine for the next few years, drank to excess, and developed delerium
tremens. After Herman Miller acquired the mill, Ring moved to the house across Wolf Pen
Branch Road from the Squire Miller place (Lenoard Hoke property).

While there, during an attack of the D.T’s, he cut his throat with a razor. His life was
saved by the local doctor, William L. Harbold, who happened to be immediately available
at the time, who stitched the wound and was finally able to stop the bleeding. However, his
efforts were to no avail, as a few hours after the doctor had left, Ring managed to remove

the stitches and then bled to death. . '

He was buried in the Miller Cemetery on Wolf Pen Branch Road; and a few years later

. in 1879, his remains washed from the roadside bank during a heavy rainstorm, and the bones
lay scattered in the ditch. The road had been graded too close to the cemetery during a
county road widening project.

Jack Russell, who lived near there had a fifteen year old daughter, Anne, with whom
Theodore Chamberlain (then a boy of twelve) and several other children passed the
- cemetery daily on their way to and from school. When the children discovered the bones on
their way home from school, Anne amused herself and shocked the other children by taking
a stick and knocking holes in the skull. '




References and supporting documents:

Wolf Pen Branch Neighborhood Plan Revised July 7, 2012

U.S. Department of the Interior, Application for National Historic
Register status “Fincastle” JF-918, 7501 Wolf Pen Branch Road, 2000.

1858 G. T. Bergmann Map of Jefferson County, Kentucky

1879 Beers and Lanagan Map of Jefferson County, Meadowlawn
District, Springdale and Harrods Creek sub districts

1913 Louisville Title Company Atlas of Louisville and Jefferson County,
KY

Corn Island Archaeology Archaeological Delineation of a Possible
Cemetery at 7607 Wolf Pen Branch Rd

The Early Harrods Creek Settlements and The Kentucky Branch of the
Chamberlain Family by Russell Chamberlain c. 1998

The History of my Old Homeplace by John H. Ewing, Jr. Courtesy of
present owners of Allison-Barrickman House, formerly known as the
Ewing place.
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50 YEARS AGO

by John H. .ms\,mzm. e

Kentucky
was admitted
into the Union |
asastateJune |
1, 1792. Ken-
tucky's
legislature met
for the first
time at Frank-
fort November
1, 1792. The
first apportion-
ment law assigned the 47
representatives to the following
counties: Fayette-six, Bourbon-
five, Lincoln, Mercer, Madison,

John Ewing, Jr.

" Mason, Nelson and Woodford-

three each, Clark, Jefferson,
Scott and Washington-two each,
and one each to Green, Hardin,
Harrison, Logan and Shelby.

I am writing some history
about my old home place in
Jefferson County for Gary and
Marilyn Werenskjold who
purchased it after my sister,
Elizabeth Ann Ewing, died last
year.

Thave a map, the original was
made in 1876: It has my
grandfather, William Barrick-
man's, and his partner, Judge S.
DeHaven's, 400 acre farm,
located on Wolf Pen Road,

identified on the map. My
mother, Mary Barrickman, was

‘one year old in.1876, when

William Barrickman's family
moved from the old Barrickman
home near Westport in Oldham
County to the farm in Jefferson
County. Grandfather Barrick-
man raised Shorthorn cattle as
his main project, which included
hay, corn, wheat pasture and

large gardens and fruit trees.

He shipped 1,500 pound cattle
to England. for five cents per
pound. ,

The house was built in 1844
by an Allison family. I remember
my father, Henry Ewing, saying
that it took the carpenter crew
one year tobuild the house. They

did an excellent job because the

house today is still the same.
Gary and Marilyn are restoring
it. They found nothing basically
wrong. The structure is the

same. They are goingback tothe

original floors, etc., which is
popular today. :
My mother and father started
out farming near Lyndon in
Jefferson County. The farm and
home became available after my
grandfather's death, including

my mother's part. They

.

purchased from the other heirs,
until they had 200 acres, and
then rented 100 acres from my
mother's sister, "Aunt Jane.”
They moved back to the old
homeplace in late 1910 or early
1911, with Elizabeth age one
and James age five. I was borrn
there August 5, 1911, and Dan,
June 1, 1913.

This means that we grew up
on a 300 acre operation. There
were two small dwellings on the
farm and also a row of three
smallbuildings, barn anddouble
corncrib. One ofthe small houses
and abarnburned overtheyears,
both were replaced. I remember
watching the new barn being
built in about 1918. The new
barnincluded a milking area for

20 cows, which we milked by

hand for years, and later when
electricity came along, amilking
machine.

I have mentioned this before,
eastern Jefferson County was
one of the largest Irish potato
growing area in the United
States. We grew 40 to 50 acres of
potatoes each year. There were
two potato co-ops in Jefferson
County with potato loading
stationsin severallocations. The

potatoes were dug by a potato
digger pulled by four mules or
horses, which dropped the
potatoesbehind thedigger. They
were then picked up by hand,
put in 180 pound barrels and
hauled toloading stations. I was
manager of the Harrods Creek
loading station at age 14, having
eight men operating the station.
We grew wheat, corn, orchard
grass sced, filied silo, barn lofts
with hay, etc. We also raised
hogs and sheep on the farm. The
soil was a deep fertile soil, rio
rocks.

In the course of time U.S. 42
enroute to Cincinnati, Ohio,
went through the farm and then
the Gene Snyder By-Pass was
built through the farm. The farm
is now covered with housecs,
cxcept a few acres. Gary and
Marilyn have the house and two
acres.

When Vivian and I married
we bought an extra long
McMahan bed and took it up to
the old homeplace so we would
have a comfortable bed. I told
Marilyn that 1 would leave it
there so I could have a place to
stay when in Jefferson County.
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