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Kathy L. Nichols 

 

EDUCATION: 
1995 

1992 

Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis (IUPUI), graduate work in United States 
History with a concentration in Public History, completed course work. 

Indiana University Southeast (IUS), New Albany, IN., B.A. in United States History 

CERTIFICATES: 
June 2017 New Braunfels City University. Completed course designed to familiarize participants with city 

management and operations. 

May 1995 "Principles and Techniques of Fund Raising." The Fund Raising School, Indiana University 
Center on Philanthropy. 

EXPERIENCE: 
February 2018-present Executive Director, Farmington Historic Plantation, Louisville, Kentucky 

Directs all aspects of administration including strategic planning, budget development and 
management, grant writing, fund raising, membership, special events, staff and volunteer 
supervision, writing and editing museum publications, community relations, press relations, 
marketing, and facilities management of eight historic structures, five appurtenant buildings, 
grounds and gardens on an eleven-acre site, serves as ex-officio member of all board 
committees. Develops interpretive programs and exhibitions, special events, collections care 
program. 

10/2010 -Present Executive Director, Heritage Society of New Braunfels, Museum of Texas 
Handmade Furniture. New Braunfels, Texas 

IN addition to duties repeated above, administers the Heritage Endowment Trust, a separate 
501c3. 

Serves as liaison to the Historic Museums Association, an advertising consortium of four local 
historic museums. 

MAJOR PROJECTS: 
• Created a collections policy and procedures plan.
• Updated interpretation to reflect accurate scholarship.
• Created stewardship plans for historic structures and landscapes.
• Revised safety and security measures.
• Implemented a long-range plan.
• Updated fund raising with an objective of long-term sustainability.
• Implemented the American Association of State and Local History (AASLH) Standards

and Excellence Programs for History Organizations (StEPS), a program designed to
bring the organization up to professional best practices standards.

• A collaboration with Texas State University Public History Department. Teams of
graduate students, funded by a state foundation, created the museum's first accurate
inventory, assessed the primary and appurtenant collections, generated ownership
records, and created a database of the records.

• Refocused museum interpretation to accurately reflect the context of the collection and
its role in the history of Texas material culture and immigration.

• Produced a new docent manual, retrained the volunteers and staff, and implemented
regular docent training sessions.

• The first major interior renovation of the museum in 30 years.
• Created a museum disaster recovery plan.
• Created financial management methods.





"Alvin P. Hovey" in Governors of Indiana, (Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society 2006). 
"Lord Michael Killanin" in Historical Dictionary of the Olympics, (Westport, Ct.: Greenwood Press, 1996 and 
2001 ). 

PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS: 

Over �twenty-five presentations include addressing museum professional groups, civic 
groups, university classes, and the general public. A complete list of presentations is available 
upon request. 








