
DECLARING RACISM AS 

A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS



See: https://www.apmresearchlab.org/covid/deaths-by-race#black

See: https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/05/30/865413079/what-do-coronavirus-
racial-disparities-look-like-state-by-state

https://www.apmresearchlab.org/covid/deaths-by-race#black
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/05/30/865413079/what-do-coronavirus-racial-disparities-look-like-state-by-state






WHAT DO WE KNOW?





https://www.apha.org/topics-and-issues/health-equity/racism-and-health/racism-declarations


RESOLUTION AND EXECUTIVE ORDER FINDINGS 

Minority populations are disproportionately exposed to conditions such as 

concentrated poverty, racism, limited educational and occupational opportunities, 

and other aspects of  social and economic disadvantage contributing to violence.  

These conditions provide context for disproportionate rates of  homicide and 

nonfatal violence experienced by African-Americans, particularly among young 

males.  These disparities are sustained, in part, due to the persistence of  

unfavorable social conditions, and because exposure to childhood trauma and 

adversity is associated with increased risk for victimization and perpetration of  

violence, both within one’s lifetime and across generations, which results in 

trauma to those who experience these sorts of  crises.

See “Violence-Related Disparities Experienced by Black Youth and Young Adults: Opportunities for Prevention” Am J 

Prev Med. 2018 October--Author Kameron J. Sheats, PhD et. al.





RECENT PROTESTS AROUND POLICE KILLINGS HAVE ALSO 

BROUGHT SPECIAL ATTENTION TO RACISM AS A PUBLIC 

HEALTH CRISIS

The killings of Michael Brown, George Floyd, Ahmad Arbury, Oscar Grant, Tamir Rice, and 

Breonna Taylor, among many others, and the protests that followed have brought sustained 

national attention to the racialized character of police violence against civilians.

There is evidence to support that people of color face a higher likelihood of being killed by 

police than do white men and women, and that risk peaks in young adulthood, and men of color 

face a nontrivial lifetime risk of being killed by police, and African-American men are about 

2.5 times more likely to be killed by police over the life course than are white men, and 

African-American women are about 1.4 times more likely to be killed by police than are white 

women.

See “Risk of being killed by police use of force in the United States by age, race–ethnicity, and sex” Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, August 20, 2019—Authors Frank Edwards, Hedwig Lee, and Michael Esposito





Questions?


