


Recycling Cart 
Grants

Grants are a result of discussions that began in 
2018 between The Recycling Partnership, the 
Southeast Recycling Development Council 
(SERDC), the Department of Public Works, and the 
Waste Management District. 



Recycling 
Grants –
Waste 
Management 
District Board

Recycling cart grants were out of reach 
due to lack of  matching funds.

In December 2020, the Waste 
Management District Board made a one-
time appropriation of $280,000 to help 
Louisville Metro Government move 
forward. 

Grant agreements have been completed 
and need your approval. 



https://recyclingpartnership.org/




Project 
Element

Grant 
Funding 

from The 
Recycling 

Partnership

*Funding 
from City 

of 
Louisville

Funding 
Requested 

from SERDC

Project 
Total

Recycling 
Carts

(28,000 @ 
46.25 ea.)

$665,000 $280,000* $350,000 $1,295,000 

Education 
and 

Outreach
($2 per 

Household)

$56,000 $56,000 

Total $721,000 $280,000 $350,000 $1,351,000 



Benefits

Cart based collection is most efficient way to increase recycling rates

Carts enable lower-cost every-other-week collection of recycling and yard 
waste. 

To reduce litter generated from small bins with no lids.

Another opportunity to educate citizens about the importance of recycling 
and recycling right.



Phased 
Program

• First year program goal is to 
distribute up to 28,000 carts to 
current recyclers using small bins 
and to transition to every other 
week collection for recycling and 
yard waste. 

• Pursue second- and third-year 
grants to complete distribution of 
recycling carts to all households in 
USD.



Stakeholder driven 
process to ensure Louisville 
Metro has planned for future 
disposal needs and that we have 
an efficient and cost-effective 
system that meets the needs of 
the community.



Recommendations



Short Term: 
Policies, 
Programs, 
and 
Strategies



Current Status

Waste Management District Board is reviewing short term 
recommendations. 

Technical Advisory Committees to the 109 Board have been setup 
to evaluate each recommendation and give feedback to Board. 

Department of Public Works continues to support and participate 
in those discussions. 



Department 
of Public 
Works 
continues to 
support and 
participate in 
those 
discussions

Popup Dropoff Events (Self Haul Separation)

Recycling Carts and Every Other Week 
Collection. (Service Level Standards-Residential)

Recycle Right Program (Expanded Marketing 
Campaign for Residential)

Waste District funded the hiring of an  additional 
educator and enforcement officer. 
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Tanglers



Other 
Initiatives

Know Waste Webinar Series

Know Waste Wednesday

Bulky Waste by Appointment

Targeted Enforcement Program

Know Waste Ambassador Program







Scenario
Households 

Served

Annual 
Recycling 
Tonnage

Household 
Rate

Current* 84,430 11,150 264 Lbs. / HH

Post-Carts 84,430 17,941 425 Lbs. / HH

Projected Annual 
Increase

6,791 161 Lbs. / HH



Waste 
Composition 
Results
(Residential Stream)



Waste 
Composition 
Results
(Residential Stream)



2019 
Residential 

Curbside 
Diversion 
Statistics

Hauler Garbage
(Tons)

Recycling 
(Tons)

Recycling 
Rate

Yard 
Waste
(Tons)

Yard Waste 
Rate

Curbside 

Diversion 

Rate

Hauler #1 13,732 1,277 8.1% 676 4.3% 12.5%
Hauler #2 27,940 101 0.4% 805 2.8% 3.1%
Hauler #3 36,282 3,098 7.1% 4,438 10.1% 17.2%
Hauler #4 90,023 5,390 5.2% 8,514 8.2% 13.4%
Hauler #5 44,374 5,771 10.6% 4,144 7.6% 18.3%
Haulers 212,351 15,637 6.3% 18,577 7.5% 13.9%

Metro (DPW) 73,225 10,892 11.5% 10,550 11.1% 22.6%

County-Wide 
Curbside 

Recycling Rate
285,576 26,529 7.8% 29,127 8.5% 16.3%



2019 
Residential/ICI 

Diversion 
Statistics

2019 Overall 
Diversion Rate

Average Tons 
2016-2019

Baseline Average 
Tons 

2008-2011

Target 
Rate 

2013-2016 
Average % 

Rate

2014-2017 
Average % Rate

2015-2018 2016-2019 

Recycled 342,992 311,688
27% 27.6% 27.4% 27.1% 26.6%

Landfilled 946,965 1,112,321

Average Tons 
2016-2019

Baseline Average 
Tons

2008-2011

Target 
Rate

2013-2016 
Average % 

Rate

2014-2017 
Average % Rate

2015-2018 2016-2019 

Recycled 946,307 1,056,587
90% 52.85% 52.93% 51.70% 49.98%

Landfilled 946,965 1,112,321

Includes residential curbside, ICI dumpsters, and drop-off sites

Includes everything 



• Collection offerings are not universally 
provided. 

• Program participation is mostly voluntary, 
and there is limited enforcement of 
regulations that do exist. 

• Incentives to reduce waste and recycle are 
limited. 

• Messaging is inconsistent throughout 
Jefferson County. 



2019 Rates

CY 2019 Variable Rate Pricing Reporting

Cost of Services Garbage Customers Recycling Customers Yard Waste Customers
All 

Services

Hauler #1 $12.87 10,397 $4.78 3,844 $6.30 3,801 $23.95 

Hauler #2 $19.00 23,554 $10.00 464 $18.63 1,939 $47.63 

Hauler #3 $13.54 34,058 $6.11 8,664 $23.80 5,499 $43.45 

Hauler #4 $8.50 51,122 $4.25 33,402 $8.25 32,796 $21.00 

Hauler #5 $13.66 57,692 $4.52 21,082 $5.70 16,965 $23.88 

Hauler Average $13.51 177,963 $5.93 67,569 $12.44 61,018 $31.88 

Not part of study. Data from licensed hauler annual reports.



Participation Rates

Curbside Services Participation/Availability Rates

Service Type
Households with 
Garbage Service

Households with 
Recycling Services

Households with Yard 
Waste Services

2019 County-Wide 
Rate

96.2% 40.2% 37.7%

2018 County-Wide 
Rate

96.8% 38.3% 35.0%

2017 County-Wide 
Rate

97.1% 38.9% 35.0%

2016 County-Wide 
Rate

98.3% 39.1% 35.5%

Not part of study. Data from licensed hauler annual reports.


