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Phase 1 Amendments



SUPPORT FOR ZONING REFORM

Mayor, Metro 
Council call for 

full-scale review
July 13, 2020

Metro Council 
Resolution
August 20, 2020

Planning 
Commission 
Resolution
August 25, 2020



How Did We Get Here?

• Supporting Documents
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How Did We Get Here?

• Public Engagement

• PDS Staff have hosted or attended over 
100 Meetings to discuss the Land 
Development Code Reform

• In addition to virtual and in-person 
engagement opportunities, PDS also 
created a dedicated Hotline for the 
reform, a dedicated e-mail address 
and website.



Outcomes and Deliverables
• Coordination, Cooperation and Guidance from Several Organizations

• The Urban Institute
• Louisville Coordinated Community Investment Project
• Louisville Metro Housing Coalition
• AARP
• The Affordable Housing Trust Fund
• Louisville’s League of Women’s Voters
• Age Friendly Louisville
• Center for Neighborhoods
• Air Pollution Control District
• Metro United Way
• And more!

• Publications and Press Releases
• July 13th, 2020, Press Release
• October 16th, 2020, Press Release
• October 26th, 2020, WDRB
• February 4th, 2021, Press Release
• February 10th, 2021, Courier Journal

• Radio Shows: WLOU; MetroMatters



Important Milestone

Milestone-February 2021

Interactive Exhibit

List of Proposed LDC Changes 

Phase 1 Recommendations 

1. Expanding Public Notices
2. Adding Urban Agriculture
3. Allowing Accessory Dwelling Units 
4. Reducing Residential Setbacks
5. Permitting Two Dwellings in MF
6. Eliminating Floor Area Ratio (FAR)



Public Meetings
LDC Reform Phase 1 released for public comment at February 4 Planning 
Commission meeting and Press Release issued

Planning Committee Meetings held on February 8, 2021 and March 22, 
2021

AARP held Q&A session on phase 1 recommendations on March 16, 
2021 and PDS staff met with other interest groups

Three open houses and one virtual open house were held

Planning Commission hearing held on April 20, 2021



21-LDC-0002
Notice Requirements

• Require notice to resident as 
well as property owner
• Increase accessibility and 

engagement within the 
development approval 
process

• Conforms to Plan 2040 CHASE 
Principle – Equitable



In addition, a supplemental notice to be addressed to 
“Current Resident” shall be mailed to all dwelling units 
located on properties where notice of owners is required by 
this part in accordance with Planning Commission bylaws 
and policies. Addresses shall be obtained using available 
data from Louisville Metro Government, and those records 
may be relied upon conclusively to determine the dwelling 
units to be included in the supplemental notice. Failure of any 
person to receive a notice addressed to “Current Resident” 
mailed in compliance with Planning Commission bylaws and 
policies shall not invalidate the actions of the Planning 
Commission. 

21-LDC-0002



Address Extract Tool

https://lojic.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=78fd3ed58f604d77af5ccaf4f43e0b05 



21-LDC-0003
Urban Agriculture

• Reduce barriers for 
community and market 
gardens
• Increase zoning districts 

where this use can be 
permitted

• Remove parking requirements
• Remove landscape buffer 

requirements
• Created Urban Agriculture 

Definition



21-LDC-0003
• Limits on potential nuisances
• Signage
• Agricultural structures
• Processing of animals limited 

to personal use
• Hours of operation
• Similar standards for farmer’s 

markets, fruit and vegetable 
stands, and similar uses



21-LDC-0004
• Uses:

• By elderly
• By disabled
• By adult children
• For rental income

• 36 CUP cases filed from 
2010 through 2020

• For an average of less than 
4 per year



21-LDC-0004
Accessory Dwelling Unit

• Create Permitted Use with 
Special Standards for 
Accessory Dwelling Unit

• Special standards relate to 
size, location, access, 
height, etc.

• Revised current conditional 
use permit – to be used 
when one or more special 
standards are not met.



21-LDC-0004
• Debate over owner 

requirement (require that 
owner live in one of the 
units)

• Housing Advocates state 
this would limit use of 
provision

• Others state the 
requirement is needed to 
address absentee landlords



21-LDC-0004
• PDS will monitor use of ADU 

permitted use with special 
standards as well as CUP

• Annual report will be 
provided on this use

• This monitoring will allow 
staff to respond to issues, if 
they occur



21-LDC-0005
Residential Setbacks

• Reduce minimum front yard 
setbacks in Neighborhood 
and Traditional 
Neighborhood Form Districts

• Infill development not 
impacted by this 
amendment

• Supplemental setback 
(adjacent to collector or 
higher streets) not impacted 
by this amendment



21-LDC-0006
Floor Area Ratio and Two Family Use in 

Multi-family residential
• Floor Area Ratio – remove 

from residential zones
• Allow two family use in 

multi-family residentially 
zoned property – use not 
subject to maximum density 
within those zoning districts



21-LDC-0006
• Floor Area Ratio (FAR)

• Negatively impacts 
substandard lots

• Additional finished space
• Current regulation does not 

adequately change in 
intensity as residential zones 
intensify

• LDC Diagnosis recommended 
that changes in FAR were 
needed



• Virtual Public Hearing on April 20, 2021, at 6 PM
• 29 people spoke at the hearing

• 21-LDC-0002 – 9 yes – 1 absent
• 21-LDC-0003 – 9 yes – 1 absent
• 21-LDC-0004 – 9 yes – 1 absent
• 21-LDC-0005 – 9 yes – 1 absent
• 21-LDC-0006 – 9 yes – 1 absent

Planning Commission Action



Moving Forward

• This is just the beginning.

• Phase II and III Recommendations
• www.louisvilleky.gov/ldcreform

http://www.louisvilleky.gov/ldcreform

	Slide Number 1
	SUPPORT FOR ZONING REFORM
	How Did We Get Here?
	How Did We Get Here?
	How Did We Get Here?
	Outcomes and Deliverables
	Important Milestone
	Public Meetings
	21-LDC-0002�Notice Requirements
	21-LDC-0002
	Address Extract Tool
	21-LDC-0003�Urban Agriculture
	21-LDC-0003
	21-LDC-0004
	21-LDC-0004�Accessory Dwelling Unit
	21-LDC-0004
	21-LDC-0004
	21-LDC-0005�Residential Setbacks
	21-LDC-0006�Floor Area Ratio and Two Family Use in Multi-family residential
	21-LDC-0006
	Planning Commission Action
	Moving Forward

