CURRENT* PuBLIC MISPERCEPTIONS AND UNTRUTHS RELATED TO THE PROPOSED
“CIGAR BAR” LOOPHOLE FOR LMCO CHAPTER 90 — LouisviLLE METRO’S “SMOKING ORDINANCE”

Numerous public statements and even verbiage within the proposed ordinance amendment (0-302-21V.1) to
create a loophole in the current effective “Smoking Ordinance” (LMCO Chapter 90) for the city of Louisville
Metro indicate significant misunderstanding of both the history of the development of the current ordinance
and the practicalities of the proposed amendment.

From the text of the amendment: Cigars “are perceived as less harmful than other tobacco products, contain
fewer product specific regulations, lower tax rates and higher social acceptability;”

There are actually two significantly incorrect statements within this one justification for the proposal. First,
“perceptions” have nothing to do with the actual health risks created by smoking cigars. From an individual
consumer standpoint the amount of nicotine in a cigar is significantly greater than that found in a cigarette
and regular cigar consumption carries the same health risks: lung and heart disease, numerous cancers and
oral diseases. From a secondhand smoke perspective — the primary public health foundation for the creation
of the smokefree ordinance — the chemicals are the same and while individual users may only be exposed for
the period of time they visit the bar the employees would be the only ones in the city exposed to this health
hazard every time they go to work.

- https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/quit-smoking/expert-answers/cigar-smoking/faq-20057787

Secondly, while there is no specific state cigar tax in Kentucky Federal regulations tax each ciéar at 52.75% of
the sales price. In Kentucky, where the average cost of a pack of cigarettes is $5.36 per pack, even combining
the Federal ($1.01/pack) and State excise taxes ($1.10/pack) yields a lower tax rate (39.4%) than that assessed

on cigars. - https://www.salestaxhandbook.com/kentucky/tobacco

Public statements have been reported that in Louisville Metro “indoor cigar smoking is only available to
those who are ‘superwealthy’ and can afford membership to ‘hyperexclusive’ organizations.”

Under LMCO Chapter 90 there are no exemptions for indoor smoking of tobacco products anywhere in
Louisville Metro in any establishment open to the public (including private businesses or clubs) regardless of
social or economic status. - LMCO 90.03(A)

Public references have been made to the “grandfathering” of seven established Hookah lounges that were
already in existence when the law was updated in 2017.

While this exemption does exist it should be clarified that NO HOOKAH CONTAINING NICOTINE is allowed to
be consumed indoors. Only herbal-based, non-nicotine shisha can be smoked indoors. All nicotine-containing
products must still be smoked outside. ALSO these hookah lounges are prohibited from the sale alcoholic
beverages and cannot be licensed as a Food Service Establishment. Likewise, no new hookah lounges are
allowed to be established and these exemptions cannot be sold or transferred. -tmco 90.03(a.4)

Public references have been made to the allowance of indoor “tasting” or e-cigarette/vape products at retail
stores.

Similar to the hookah exemption, any indoor “tasting” of e-cigarette/vape “juice”/flavors must ONLY involve
those products that DO NOT CONTAIN NICOTINE. All nicotine-containing products are prohibited from indoor
consumption. Again, this is primarily in place for the health benefits to the employees that work in the stores

for several hours each day. - LMCO 90.03(A.3)
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